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1. Eight Meeting of the Executive Board of the CIP
The Eighth Meeting of the Executive Board of the Inter-American Committee on Ports (CIP) was held from June 26th to 30th, 2006 in Guayaquil, Ecuador.  The objective of this meeting was to evaluate the activities carried out by the Committee and the following Technical Advisory Groups (TAG): Port Operations, Port Security, Navigation Safety and Navigation Control.

During this meeting various topics were considered: the Plan of action of the CIP:  2004-2007; the commemoration of the 50th anniversary of the OAS participation in Port matters; the Plan of Action of the CIP 2008-2011; Reports on the work plans of cooperation; new memorandums of understanding: RETE and others; the Report of the First Extraordinary Meeting of the CIP; the Report of the organization of the Second Hemispheric Conference of the OAS on Port Security; the First Extraordinary Meeting of the Executive Board of the CIP; the Report on the organization of the First Hemispheric Conference on Environmental Port Protection; the consideration of draft Declarations and the draft Resolutions and the dates and location of the 2007-2008 Executive Board Meetings.

For more information on the meeting and its documents, please visit the web page of the CIP in the new year at www.oas.org/cip or contact this office at cip@oas.org. 

2.  Guayaquil Declaration

The Executive Board of the Inter-American Committee on Ports (CIP) of the Organization of American States (OAS) and the American Association of Port Authorities (AAPA), during their meetings held in Guayaquil, Ecuador, from June 27th to 30th, 2006, came to the following conclusions:

1. To highlight the positive action of these meetings, especially the joint meetings that have produced a valuable exchange of ideas and experiences among national and regional government port authorities, public and private port administrations, concessionaries and users of the sector.

2. To emphasize that these joint activities have identified favorable progress obtained by the hemispheric port system.  Nevertheless, in Latin America large deficiencies have been identified in the infrastructure system in the internal connection segment, due to insufficient capacity, evidenced by the road and railroad systems and the underused of rivers which negatively affect the efficiency of the logistical chain and the competitiveness of regional production in international markets.  

3. To recommend that Governments of the nations of Latin America take action using a long-term perspective in the planning and execution of infrastructure work which will permit to face future challenges of international trade in a fast-growing global market.

4. To urge the Secretary of the CIP and the President of the AAPA to negotiate the celebration of a meeting at the highest Ministerial level, exploring the possibility that it may take place within the next meeting of the Ibero-american Summit, in order to coordinate the efforts of competent international organisms and respective governments in logistical matters and infrastructure of maritime port transport.

3. Scholarships in Ports training

The Secretariat of the CIP is pleased to inform you of the following training activities offered by the Scholarship Development Department and this Secretariat.

The activities are the following:

· "Course on Port Cruise Management”, Bridgetown, Barbados,  from September 11th to 15th, 2006 
· "Master en Gestión Portuaria y Transporte Intermodal (MGPTI)”, from October 5th, 2006 to June 29th, 2007  
· “XI Curso Iberoamericano de Gestión Portuaria", from October 1st to 27th, 2006.  
· “VII Curso Iberoamericano de Tecnología, Operaciones y Gestión Medioambiental en Puertos”, ROM September 17th to October 13th, 2006.  
The OAS 98 application form to make application can be obtained through the Offices of the General Secretariat in each Member State or through in the Scholarships: Application form OAS 98.

Please note that the applications should be processed through the National Liaison Organization (ONE) of each Member State. The deadline for applications to the ONE differs from country to country and should therefore be confirmed with the ONE in the applicant's country of origin or permanent residence. The ONE will send the pre-selected candidates to the OAS Department of Scholarships and Training. 

For more information on these courses, visit the CIP’s website: www.oas.org/cip. Any question regarding the submission of applications for these courses should be addressed directly to the Division of Scholarships and Training: scholarships@oas.org. 
4. The Magazine CIP wins award of Merit

 
CIP Magazine has won the award of merit “TMCA Compass Awards” as one of the best publications of the Americas. This honor was offered by “The Transportation Marketing & Communications Association (TMCA)”, one most respected associations in North America in marketing in the transport industry.  

The award was offered to CIP Magazine for its "creativity and strategic thinking in generating results through quality marketing and communications”. CIP Magazine is in one of the top positions for marketing and communication in the transport industry and logistics of North America.  

Magazine is the official publication of the Inter-American Committee on Ports of the Organization of American States (OAS). Latin Trade develops and publishes CIP Magazine on behalf of the Inter-American Committee on Ports. Marisol Rueda is the publisher of this Magazine.

5. First Special Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Ports
The First Special Meeting on the Inter-American Committee on Ports was held from May 17th to 19th, 2006, in Algeciras, Spain. At this meeting, Representatives of the OAS member countries, Spain, and other OAS observer countries, international organizations, guests of industry, trade, academia, and the public and private sectors gathered to encourage the strengthening of port and commercial relations between the Americas and Spain. 

The First Special Meeting saw the creation of four resolutions: First, “Strengthening the Cooperation between Ports of the Americas and Spain” which recognized Puertos del Estado de España and its significance in the development of new cooperation programs; the resolution “Recognition to the Port of Algeciras”, where they recognized the distinguished work and favourable impact in the development of the city of the Algeciras.

Third, the resolution “Magazine of the Inter-American Committee on Ports” distinguished the work of Latin Trade Media Management for its contribution to the CIP objectives and recognized the work of the Editorial Committee inviting all member countries of the CIP to keep supporting the magazine. Finally, the resolution “Vote of Appreciation” recognized the Government of Spain, the Organismo Público Puertos del Estado and the Autoridad Portuaria Bahia de Algeciras for the organization of the meeting, and also the General Secretariat of the OAS and CIP for its important contribution. 
For more information on the meeting and its documents, please visit the web page of the CIP www.oas.org/cip or contact this office at cip@oas.org. 

6. Memorandum of Understanding among the General Secretariat of the OAS through the Inter-American Committee on Ports and RETE, Association for the Collaboration between Ports and Cities.

On May 18th, 2006 at the First Extraordinary Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Ports (CIP) in Puerto Bahia de Algeciras, Spain, the “Memorandum of Understanding between the General Secretariat of the Organization of the American States through the Inter-American Committee on Ports and RETE, Association for the Contribution between Ports and Cities”, was signed.  

Mr. Carlos M. Gallegos, Secretary of the CIP of the OAS, and the President of RETE, Mr. José Luis Estrada Llaquet, signed the memorandum of understanding “to establish the bases of understanding and cooperation between the two parts, in order to promote the exchange of technical experiences and practices and work jointly for the development of city-port relation in the Americas.

The Memorandum identifies as areas of interest the development of city-port relations in order to promote the development of ports –and their cities- in the environmental, cultural, territorial, social, and economic environment; the cooperation between private and governmental institutions in the execution of programs that promote harbor development; the development of human capital and sustainable development as a mechanism to improve spaces and buildings.  

In addition, among areas of joint cooperation, the CIP and RETE recognized the importance to coordinate efforts relating to international themes of common interest, to prompt investigations that contribute the port development, to stimulate cooperation in events, and to generate spaces that incite the exchange of points of view and information.  
For more information, please visit the web page of the CIP www.oas.org/cip or contact this office at cip@oas.org. 

7. Port Activities

· Emergency Preparation and Response Seminar, from July 11th to july13th, 2006. Portland, Oregon. http://www.aapa-ports.org/programs/06emgcyprep.htm 

· Port Security Seminar, from July 19th to July 21st, 2006. Seattle, Washington. http://www.aapa-ports.org/programs/06security.htm 

· II Congreso Marítimo Portuario Regional, from July 26th to July 28th, 2006. Guatemala. http://www.cpn.gob.gt/iicongreso.htm
· I Reunión Extraordinaria del Comité Ejecutivo de la CIP. From October 23th to October 24th, 2006. Puerto La Cruz, Venezuela. http://www.oas.org/cip/
· II Conferencia Hemisférica sobre Seguridad Portuaria. From October 25th to October 27th, 2006. Puerto La Cruz, Venezuela. http://www.oas.org/cip/
· Port Property Management and Pricing Seminar. From October 24th to October 26th, 2006. Chicago, Illinois. http://www.aapa-ports.org/programs/06prop_price.htm
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