The Lecture Series of the Americas

The Lecture Series of the Americas was established in September 2004, through Permanent Council Resolution 870 (1446/04), in an effort by the OAS member states to enrich the hemispheric debate on key issues on the inter-American agenda by hosting monthly conferences where prominent intellectuals from throughout the world share their experiences and expertise with the public at-large. 
The objective is to reach out to every possible citizen interested in the Americas. The discussions are transmitted live via television, radio and the Internet, in English, Spanish, French and Portuguese, and subsequent on-line and class-room discussions on the conference theme are encouraged by governments, academic institutions, and civil society.  
On this occasion, Felipe González will talk about “Challenges Confronting Latin America and the Caribbean.” Other crucial issues will also be addressed in future lectures, such as social development and the fight against poverty, the promotion and protection of human rights, and hemispheric security concerns, among others. The lecture will be followed by a roundtable discussion featuring the following panelists: 

· Mark Schneider, Senior Vice President of the International Crisis Group and Head of the Washington Office

· Richard Fletcher, Principal Advisor, Development Effectiveness and Strategic Planning Department, Inter-American Development Bank
· Nancy Zucker Boswell, Managing Director of Transparency International- USA
· Hernan Garrido Lecca, Director, International Economics Department, Institute of Government, San Martin de Porres University
· Irene Klinger, Director, OAS Department of Communications and External Relations and Coordinator of the Lecture Series (Moderator)

If you would like to learn more about the Lecture Series you may visit our website at http://www.oas.org/lecture or contact the OAS Department of Communications and External Relations. 

Schedule 2005 

Tuesday, January 25 – President Jimmy Carter
Tuesday, February 8 - Enrique Iglesias, President of the IDB
Thursday, March 31 - Philippe Kirsch, International Criminal Court
Tuesday, April 12 - Derek Walcott, Nobel Literature Laureate
Tuesday, May 17- John Taylor, Former Under Secretary of Treasury for   International Affairs, USA
Tuesday, June 28- Alejandro Miró Quesada, President of the Inter American Press Association

Friday, July 15- José Miguel Insulza, OAS Secretary General
Tuesday, September 13 – President Felipe González

Felipe Gonzalez______________________________________

Born in Seville on March 5, 1942.  Degree in law.  Labor attorney.  Joined the Socialist Youth in 1962.  Married to Carmen Romero López.  Has three children.

Secretary General of the Spanish Socialist Workers’ Party (PSOE) from October 1974 to June 1997. 

Leading candidate to represent Madrid in the Congress of Deputies, in the first general election, held in June 1977.  Has served as Deputy in all the Legislatures since that time. 

In the election of October 1982, the PSOE received an absolute majority.  Elected President of the Government by the Congress of Deputies on December 1, 1982.  Remained in that post until May 1996.  During that period, the PSOE won four legislative elections, two by absolute majority.

Served as Vice President of the Socialist International from 1978 until November 1999.  Has chaired the Global Progress Commission for Innovation of the Socialist International, created in September 1996. 

On March 3, 1996, again elected Deputy representing Madrid.

Received the Charlemagne Prize in May 1993.

Honorary doctorate from the Catholic University of Leuven, 1995.

In May 1996, His Majesty the King awarded him the Collar of the Order of Isabella the Catholic.

In December 1996, he was named personal representative of the acting president of the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) to head a delegation concerned with the conflict in the Yugoslav Federal Republic. In June 1998, appointed special representative of the European Union to the Yugoslav Federal Republic.

In October 1997, awarded the Grand Gold Cross of Merit by the Republic of Austria.

Has chaired the Global Progress Foundation since September 1997.

In November 1998, received an honorary doctorate from the University of Toulouse.

Elected Deputy representing Seville in March 2000.

In October 2000, awarded the Charles V Prize by the European Academy of Yuste.

In May 2005, received an honorary doctorate from the University of Tel Aviv.

The Organization of American States

The Organization of American States (OAS) brings together the countries of the Western Hemisphere to strengthen cooperation and advance common interests. It is the region’s premier forum for multilateral dialogue and concerted action. At the core of the OAS mission is an unequivocal commitment to democracy, as expressed in the Inter-American Democratic Charter: “The peoples of the Americas have a right to democracy and their governments have an obligation to promote and defend it.” Building on this foundation, the OAS works to promote good governance, strengthen human rights, foster peace and security, expand trade, and address the complex problems caused by poverty, drugs and corruption. 
Through decisions made by its political bodies and programs carried out by its General Secretariat, the OAS promotes greater inter-American cooperation and understanding. The OAS member states have intensified their cooperation since the end of the Cold War, taking on new and important challenges. In 1994 the region’s 34 democratically elected presidents and prime ministers met in Miami for the First Summit of the Americas, where they established broad political, economic and social development goals. They have continued to meet periodically since then to examine common interests and priorities. Through the ongoing Summits of the Americas process, the region’s leaders have entrusted the OAS with a growing number of responsibilities to help advance the countries’ shared vision.

The San Martin de Porres University. Lima, Peru
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The San Martin de Porres University is a private academic institution, which was established in Lima, Peru in 1962. It is the largest University in the country and is renowned for its commitment to academic excellence and solid ethical values. The Organization of American States gratefully acknowledges the generous contribution of the San Martin de Porres University to the Lecture Series of the Americas as well as the support of the Governments of the People´s Republic of China and the Hellenic Republic.
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