The Lecture Series of the Americas

The Lecture Series of the Americas was established in September 2004, through Permanent Council Resolution 870 (1446/04), in an effort by the OAS Member States to enrich the hemispheric debate on key issues on the inter-American agenda by hosting monthly conferences where prominent intellectuals from throughout the world share their experiences and expertise with the public at-large. 
The objective is to reach out to every possible citizen interested in the Americas. The discussions are transmitted live via television, radio and the Internet, in English, Spanish, French and Portuguese, and subsequent on-line and class-room discussions on the conference theme are encouraged by governments, academic institutions, and civil society.  
On this occasion, President Fernando Henrique Cardoso will talk about “The State of Democracy in Latin America”. Other crucial issues will also be addressed in future lectures, such as social development and the fight against poverty, the promotion and protection of human rights, and hemispheric security concerns, among others. 
Schedule 2006 
Tuesday, March 14- Jeffrey Sachs, Director of The UN Millennium Project and Director of the Earth Institute

Thursday, March 30- President Fernando Henrique Cardoso

Tuesday, April 18- Judge Baltazar Garzón Real
If you would like to learn more about the Lecture Series you may visit our website at http://www.oas.org/lecture or contact the OAS Department of External Relations. 

Fernando Henrique Cardoso  __________________ ____ 
Fernando Henrique Cardoso was President of the Federative Republic of Brazil for two successive mandates (from 01/01/1995 to 01/01/2003), winning both elections by an absolute majority.  Among his current functions, Fernando Henrique Cardoso is President of the United Nations Panel of Eminent Personalities on the relationship between the Organization and civil society. Professor “at large” at the Brown University, Providence, and “Cultures of the South” Professor at the Library of Congress, Washington.  He was born in Rio de Janeiro in 1931. He is married and has three children. A sociologist trained at the University of São Paulo, he emerged since the late 1960s as one of the most influential figures in the analysis of large-scale social change, international development, dependency, democracy, and state reform. Building on this successful intellectual and academic career, Cardoso became deeply involved in Brazil's struggle for democracy to overcome the authoritarian military regime (1964-1985). Elected Senator in 1982, he was a founding member of the Brazilian Social Democratic Party (PSDB). He served as Minister of Foreign Relations in 1992-93 and Minister of Finance in 1993-94. Former Professor Catedrático of Political Science, to-day Professor Emeritus, at the University of São Paulo, he served as Associate Director of Studies at the École des Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales, and visiting professor at the Collège de France and at the University of Paris-Nanterre. He taught at Cambridge as Simon Bolivar Professor, and at the Universities of Stanford and California at Berkeley, member of the Institute for Advanced Study at Princeton. He is the recipient of a number of prestigious “Honoris Causa” degrees as well as other honors and awards, and is also author of various works and essays on political, social and economic issues.
The Organization of American States

The Organization of American States (OAS) brings together the countries of the Western Hemisphere to strengthen cooperation and advance common interests. It is the region’s premier forum for multilateral dialogue and concerted action. At the core of the OAS mission is an unequivocal commitment to democracy, as expressed in the Inter-American Democratic Charter: “The peoples of the Americas have a right to democracy and their governments have an obligation to promote and defend it.” Building on this foundation, the OAS works to promote good governance, strengthen human rights, foster peace and security, expand trade, and address the complex problems caused by poverty, drugs and corruption. 
Through decisions made by its political bodies and programs carried out by its General Secretariat, the OAS promotes greater inter-American cooperation and understanding. The OAS member states have intensified their cooperation since the end of the Cold War, taking on new and important challenges. In 1994 the region’s 34 democratically elected presidents and prime ministers met in Miami for the First Summit of the Americas, where they established broad political, economic and social development goals. They have continued to meet periodically since then to examine common interests and priorities. Through the ongoing Summits of the Americas process, the region’s leaders have entrusted the OAS with a growing number of responsibilities to help advance the countries’ shared vision.
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The San Martin de Porres University is a private academic institution, which was established in Lima, Peru in 1962. It is the largest University in the country and is renowned for its commitment to academic excellence and solid ethical values. The Organization of American States gratefully acknowledges the generous contribution of the San Martin de Porres University to the Lecture Series of the Americas.
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