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1.
Adoption of the agenda of the General Assembly
Under Article 34 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, it shall adopt the agenda of the thirty-fifth regular session by a vote of two thirds of the member states.

2.
Adoption of the recommendations of the Preparatory Committee

Pursuant to Article 20 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, no later than 15 days before the opening of its thirty-fifth regular session, the Preparatory Committee is to adopt recommendations on the draft agenda, the proposed program-budget, the time limit for the presentation of proposals, the duration of this session of the Assembly, and the minutes of the meetings.


At its thirty-fifth regular session, the General Assembly will consider and, if appropriate, adopt the recommendations made by the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly.

3.
Follow-up and development of the Inter-American Democratic Charter [AG/RES. 1957 (XXXIII-O/03) and AG/RES. 2044 (XXXIV-O/04)]

The Inter-American Democratic Charter was approved through resolution AG/RES. 1 (XXVIII-E/01) in Lima, Peru.  In resolution AG/RES. 1957 (XXXIII-O/03), the General Assembly resolved to make the topic “Follow-up and Development of the Inter-American Democratic Charter” a permanent item on the General Assembly’s agenda so that member states that deem it appropriate might report their progress in promoting, publicizing, and implementing the Inter-American Democratic Charter.
In resolution AG/RES. 2044 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly recommended to the member states that they promote and publicize the Inter-American Democratic Charter, in accordance with the mandate that made “Follow-up and development of the Inter-American Democratic Charter” a permanent item on the General Assembly agenda.
Pursuant to resolutions AG/RES. 1957 (XXXIV-O/03) and AG/RES. 2044 (XXXIV-O/03), this topic has been made a permanent item on the General Assembly’s agenda.

The Permanent Council will take up this topic and will report to the General Assembly.  (See item 30 herein)
4.
The Question of the Malvinas Islands
This item was included on the General Assembly’s agenda for the first time pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 669 (XIII-O/83), whereby the General Assembly decided to continue to study this question at successive regular sessions until a definitive settlement was reached.
At its thirty-fourth regular session, held in Quito, Ecuador, the General Assembly reiterated this decision in declaration AG/DEC. 38 (XXXIV-O/04).

5.
Report on the maritime problem of Bolivia 

In resolution AG/RES. 989 (XIX-O/89), the General Assembly resolved that this topic would be left open for consideration at any of the forthcoming regular sessions of the General Assembly at the request of either of the parties concerned.  The Permanent Mission of Bolivia requested inclusion of this item (AG/CP/SUB.TP-84/05).  At its meeting of February 2, 2005, the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure agreed to include it on the preliminary draft agenda.

The Permanent Mission of Chile requested that the record show that it was not in agreement.
6.
Annual Report of the Permanent Council
Pursuant to Article 40 of the Statutes of the Permanent Council, the latter is to present to the General Assembly an annual report and such special reports as it considers appropriate.
Article 39 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly provides that the reports are to be transmitted to the governments of the member states no later than 30 days prior to the opening date of a regular session of the General Assembly.

On February 23, 2005, the Permanent Council formed the Working Group charged with preparing that report.  Its members are the delegations that held the Chair of the Permanent Council during the period covered by the report:  Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, and Peru.  The United States is also a member of the Working Group, as it is the host country of the thirty-fifth regular session of the General Assembly. 

7.
Determination of the place and date of the thirty-sixth regular session
By note dated January 27, 2005, the Government of the Dominican Republic offered to host the thirty-sixth regular session of the General Assembly (AG/CP/doc.675/05).


At its meetings of March 9 and April 13, the Preparatory Committee considered the note from the Permanent Mission of the Dominican Republic in which it offered to host the thirty-sixth regular session.  The Committee decided to take note of that offer and to refer it to the General Assembly for consideration at its thirty-fifth regular session (AG/doc.4375/05), along with a draft resolution to be considered at the Committee meeting of May 18 (AG/CP/doc.693/05).
8.
Election of the officers of the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization
The officers of the organs, agencies, and entities of the OAS are elected in accordance with their respective statutory provisions; the elections for those officers are included on the agenda of the General Assembly in keeping with Article 30 of its Rules of Procedure.  Document AG/CP/INF.537/04 rev. 13 lists the candidates nominated thus far.  At its thirty-fifth regular session the General Assembly will elect the following officers:
a. Assistant Secretary General


The election of the Assistant Secretary General will be carried out in accordance with Article 114 of the Charter of the Organization, which reads as follows:  “The Assistant Secretary General shall be elected by the General Assembly for a five-year term and may not be re-elected more than once or succeeded by a person of the same nationality.”  Articles 73 and 74 of the General Assembly’s Rules of Procedure will be applied for purposes of this election.


On May 9, the Government of Paraguay reported (AG/CP/INF.535/04 add.1) its decision to withdraw the candidacy of Foreign Minister Leyla Rachid-Cowles (presented in document AG/CP/INF.535/04).


As of the date of this report, the following candidacies are before the General Assembly:


Albert Ramchand Ramdin (Suriname) – AG/CP/INF.524/03


Ernesto Leal Sánchez (Nicaragua ) – AG/CP/INF.545/05

b. Three members of the Inter-American  Juridical Committee

The Inter-American Juridical Committee (CJI) is composed of 11 jurists, nationals of member states who are elected in their personal capacity by the General Assembly for a period of four years, from slates presented by member states.  Their terms of office begin on January 1 of the year following their election.  No two members may be nationals of the same state.  A member state may nominate nationals of other member states on its slate of candidates.  The latter are to be of high moral character, possess the knowledge of the law and experience required for the best performance of their duties, and be able to devote themselves exclusively to the work of the Committee for the duration of its meetings.  The procedure for electing new members of the CJI when the existing members’ terms of office expire is contained in Appendix III to the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly.


At this session, the General Assembly will elect three members of the Inter-American Juridical Committee, who are to replace the following judges when their terms of office expire: 

-
Ana Elizabeth Villalta (El Salvador)

-
Luis Herrera Marcano (Venezuela)

-
Stephen Vasciannie (Jamaica)



The following nominations have been submitted:
· Ana Elizabeth Villalta (El Salvador) AG/CP/INF.536/04 corr. 1

· José M. Delgado Ocando (Venezuela) AG/CP/INF.536/04 add. 1

· Jaime Aparicio Otero (Bolivia) AG/CP/INF.536/04 add. 2

c. Three members of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights 

The Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) is composed of seven members, whom the General Assembly elects in their personal capacity to four-year terms.  Each government may nominate up to three candidates, who are to be nationals of the nominating State, or it may nominate candidates from any other OAS member state.  Every State must nominate at least one candidate who is a national of another member state.  The members of the IACHR may only be re-elected once.

The procedure for electing members of the IACHR is established in the American Convention on Human Rights and the Commission’s Statute.

Three members will be elected during this session of the General Assembly, who will fill the vacancies created upon expiration of the following members’ terms:

-
José Zalaquett (Chile)

-
Clare Kamau Roberts (Antigua and Barbuda)

-
Susana Villarán (Peru)

As of the date of presentation of this report, the following seven candidates have been nominated:
· Víctor E. Abramovich Cosarín (Argentina) AG/CP/INF.539/04

· Clare Kamau Roberts (Antigua and Barbuda) AG/CP/INF.539/04 add. 1

· Oscar López Goldaracena (Uruguay) AG/CP/INF.539/04 add. 2

· Rhadys Abreu Blondet de Polanco (Dominican Republic) AG/CP/INF.539/04 add. 3

· Paolo Carozza (United States) AG/CP/INF.539/04 add. 4

· Ana María Romero de Campero (Bolivia)
/ AG/CP/INF.539/04 add. 5

· Marcela Briceño-Donn (Colombia)2/AG/CP/INF.539/04 add. 6
d. One member of the Board of External Auditors to Examine the Accounts of the General Secretariat
The Board of External Auditors to Examine the Accounts of the General Secretariat is composed of three members, each of whom must be a high-ranking member of the office or authority charged with examining the accounts of the public administration in the member state of which he or she is a national.  Each member state has the right to nominate one candidate.  At least one member must be elected from among those nominated by the five States that are the largest contributors to the OAS Regular Fund and at least one must be elected from among the candidates representing the other member states.  They are elected by the General Assembly for a term of three years and may not be reelected.  Their terms of office begin on January 1 of the year following their election.  If a Board member resigns or ceases to hold his or her official position in his or her country, he or she ceases to be a member of the Board.

Procedures for electing members of the Board are governed by Articles 73 to 76 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly.

The General Assembly will elect one member of the Board to fill the vacancy that will be left upon completion of the following Board member’s term:

-
Frances García (United States)


The following candidacy has been presented:
-
Howard J. Krongard (United States) (AG/CP/INF. 544/05)

e. Three members of the Board of Directors of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas

The Board of Directors of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas is composed of seven members elected in their personal capacity by the OAS General Assembly.  The members serve a three-year term and may not be reelected for more than one consecutive term.  Vacancies that occur for reasons other than normal expiration of the term of office are filled at the next session of the OAS General Assembly.  Candidates for the Board of Directors must be persons of high moral character with a distinguished record of service in law, the social sciences, education or public affairs, who have made important contributions toward crafting or implementing reforms to their countries’ justice systems.
The procedures for electing members of the Board must conform to the provisions of Articles 73 to 76 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly.

At this session, the General Assembly will elect members of the Board to replace the following outgoing members:

· Karl Hudson-Phillips (Trinidad and Tobago)

· George M. Thomson (Canada)

· Vacant
/

As of the date of presentation of this report, the following candidacies have been presented:

-
Hebe Martínez Burlé (Uruguay) (AG/CP/INF.542/05)

-
George M. Thomson (Canada) (AG/CP/INF.542/05 add. 1)

-
Carlos Eduardo Caputo Bastos (Brazil) (AG/CP/INF.542/05 add. 2)

f. One member of the OAS Administrative Tribunal

The Tribunal is composed of six members, elected by the General Assembly in a personal capacity to serve six-year terms.  No two members may be nationals of the same State.  Members may be re-elected only once.  Their terms of office begin on January 1 of the year following their election.  Each government may nominate one candidate.  The governments’ permanent representatives to the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization, anyone who is a permanent member of those groups in any other capacity, and members of the staff of the OAS General Secretariat may not be members of the Tribunal.

The procedure for electing members of the Administrative Tribunal is contained in Appendix II of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly.

This year, the General Assembly is called upon to elect one member of the Administrative Tribunal, to fill the vacancy that will be created upon expiration of the term of judge: 

-
Morton Sklar (United States)

As of the date of presentation of this report, the following candidacy has been presented:

-
Andre Surena (United States) (AG/CP/INF. 543/05).

9.
Program-budget of the Organization for the year 2006 and determination of the member states’ quotas
This item is included in keeping with Articles 54.e and 60.b of the Charter of the Organization of American States.


Under Article 89 of the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat, the Secretary General is to present the proposed program-budget to the Preparatory Committee and send a copy thereof to the Chair of CEPCIDI at least ninety days before the opening date of the General Assembly session.
In resolution AG/RES. 2059 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly instructed  the General Secretariat to submit to the Preparatory Committee a proposed program-budget for the Regular Fund for the year 2006, at the level for which the Secretary General could demonstrate available financing, but not to exceed US$76.275 million.  Income was to include only:  quota income; interest and rental income; contributions for technical supervision and administrative support from FEMCIDI and from trust and specific funds; and other miscellaneous income.
The total expenditure for object 1 was not to exceed US$50,474,200, plus any statutory increases that might be required.  The resolution reiterated that no resolution requiring Regular Fund financing could be transmitted to the plenary of the General Assembly without an accompanying opinion from the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs of the Permanent Council or from the Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters of the Preparatory Committee, on the availability of financing from the Regular Fund. 


No later than 15 days before the opening of the General Assembly session, the Preparatory Committee is to adopt the recommendations it deems appropriate (Article 20 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly). 


Pursuant to the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat, on March 7, 2005 the Secretary General presented the proposed program-budget for 2006 to the Preparatory Committee (AG/CP/doc.676/05).  The Preparatory Committee immediately forwarded that proposed program-budget to its Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters for the purposes set forth in Article 112.c of the Charter, with the request that it present to the Preparatory Committee, before May 4, 2005, such observations as it deemed pertinent with regard to the proposed program-budget, for consideration by the Preparatory Committee on May 18, 2005.

10.
Annual report of the General Secretariat on the activities and financial condition of the Organization
This item is included on the agenda pursuant to Article 112.g of the Charter of the OAS and Articles 3.g and 110 of the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat.
The Secretary General will in due course present his annual report to the Permanent Council, which will also include the financial condition of the Organization.

11.
Report of the Secretary General on credentials
Under Article 27 the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, the Secretary General is to submit a report on the credentials presented to him under Article 3 thereof.


The report will be presented at the first plenary session of the General Assembly.

12.
Promotion of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará”

The Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará,” was adopted on July 9, 1994.  In resolution AG/RES. 1456 (XXVII-O/97), the General Assembly instructed the Permanent Secretariat of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM), in order to ensure follow-up of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, to report to the General Assembly every two years on progress made in its application and on experiences and results achieved.  The most recent biannual report was presented to the General Assembly at its thirty-third regular session in 2003.  


At the Preparatory Committee’s March 9, 2005, meeting, the delegation of Mexico asked that at the plenary of the General Assembly, a report be given on the mechanism for follow-up of the Convention of Belém do Pará.  The Committee accepted that proposal.

The Executive Secretariat of the CIM presented the biennial report in question (CP/doc.3999/05 rev.1) to the Permanent Council on March 30.  The General Committee is now considering a draft resolution on the subject (CP/CG-1623/05) for possible presentation to the Permanent Council.

13.
The socio-economic and environmental impact of climate change on the countries of the Hemisphere

By note AG/CP/SUB.TP-85/05, the Permanent Mission of Antigua and Barbuda asked that the topic “The socio-economic and environmental impact of climate change on the countries of the Hemisphere” be included on the preliminary draft agenda.  At its meeting of February 2, 2005, the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure decided to recommend to the Preparatory Committee that the item be included.  The recommendation was approved by the Committee.
14.
Transnational criminal youth gangs

At that same meeting of February 2, 2005, the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure considered document AG/CP/SUB.TP-89/05, where the Permanent Mission of Mexico requested that the topic “Transnational criminal youth gangs” be added to the preliminary draft agenda.  The Permanent Mission submitting the proposal advised that it would soon be presenting the corresponding draft resolution.  The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure agreed to recommend to the Preparatory Committee that this item be included on the draft agenda.  The Committee decided to approve the recommendation.
15.
Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism of CICAD: Report on the Third Round

Also at that February 2 meeting, the delegation of Mexico, by note AG/CP/SUB.TP-89/05, requested that the topic “Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism of CICAD:  Report on the Third Round” be included on the preliminary draft agenda.  That delegation asked that the Chair of CICAD be allowed to give a brief presentation on the subject during the plenary of the General Assembly.  The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure agreed to recommend to the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly that this item be included.  The Preparatory Committee agreed.
16.
Status of the indigenous peoples of the Americas in economic and social development

Also examined at that February 2 meeting was document AG/CP/SUB.TP-90/05, where the Permanent Mission of Guatemala requested inclusion of the item “Status of the Indigenous Peoples of the Americas in Economic and Social Development” on the preliminary draft agenda.  The delegation putting forward the proposal underscored the importance of the topic and requested that it figure on the order of business for the plenary of the General Assembly.  The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure decided to recommend to the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly that this topic be included on the agenda.  The Committee did so.
17.
Joint meeting of the Permanent Council with representatives of the parliaments and legislative assemblies of the Americas


At the meeting that the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure held on February 2, 2005, it considered document AG/CP/SUB.TP-91/05 in which the Permanent Mission of Peru requested that the topic “Joint meeting of the Permanent Council with representatives of the parliaments and legislative assemblies of the Americas” be added to the preliminary draft agenda.  The Mission making the proposal told the meeting that it would soon be presenting the corresponding draft resolution.  The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure decided to recommend to the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly that it include this item on the preliminary draft agenda; the Preparatory Committee did so.


At its meeting of May 4, the General Committee adopted a draft resolution on this subject (CP/CG 1630/05) for possible presentation to the Permanent Council.

18.
Fulfilling the promise of the Inter-American Democratic Charter for all the peoples of the Americas


At the meeting of the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure held on February 2, 2005, it considered the note from the Permanent Mission of the United States, document AG/CP/SUB.TP-92/05, in which it requested that the topic “Fulfilling the Promise of the Inter-American Democratic Charter for All the Peoples of the Americas” be included on the preliminary draft agenda.  The delegation asked that the item be included on the order of business for the plenary of the General Assembly.  The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure agreed to recommend the inclusion of this topic to the Preparatory Committee.  The Preparatory Committee accepted the recommendation.
19.
Dissemination of information on the inter-American system for the protection of human rights in educational centers in the countries of the Hemisphere

In note AG/CP/SUB.TP-96/05, the Permanent Mission of Peru requested that the topic “Dissemination of information on the inter-American system for the protection of human rights in educational centers in the countries of the Hemisphere” be included on the preliminary draft agenda.  The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure examined that request at its meeting of March 7, 2005, and decided to recommend to the Preparatory Committee that the topic be included.  The Preparatory Committee agreed.

The Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) studied and adopted a draft resolution on the subject (CP/CAJP-2240 rev. 3), which was presented to the Permanent Council.  The Council, at its meeting of April 6, approved the draft resolution for presentation to the General Assembly (AG/doc.4370/05).

20.
Promotion of democratic culture by the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States 

At the March 7, 2005, meeting, the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure took up the request received from the Permanent Mission of Peru (Note AG/CP/SUB.TP-96/05) that the topic “Promotion of democratic culture by the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States” be placed on the preliminary draft agenda.  The Subcommittee decided to recommend to the Preparatory Committee that this topic be included.  The Preparatory Committee agreed.

The General Committee is considering a draft resolution on this subject (CP/CG-1617/05) for possible presentation to the Permanent Council.

21.
Disappeared persons and members of their families


In note AG/CP/SUB.TP-96/05, the Permanent Mission of Peru requested inclusion of the topic “Disappeared persons and members of their families” on the preliminary draft agenda.  The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure considered that request at its March 7, 2005, meeting and decided to recommend inclusion of the topic to the Preparatory Committee.  The Preparatory Committee agreed.


The General Committee is considering a draft resolution on this subject (CP/CG-2278/05 rev. 1) for possible presentation to the Permanent Council.

22.
Support and follow-up of activities related to the World Summit on the Information Society

By note AG/CP/SUB.TP-98/05, the Permanent Mission of Peru requested inclusion of the topic “Support and follow-up of activities related to the World Summit on the Information Society” on the preliminary draft agenda.  The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure examined that request at its March 7, 2005, meeting and decided to recommend its inclusion to the Preparatory Committee.  The Preparatory Committee agreed.

This topic is under consideration by the Committee on Hemispheric Security.

23.
Support for the Peace Process in Colombia


By note AG/CP/SUB.TP-97/05, the Permanent Mission of Colombia requested that the item “Support for the peace process in Colombia” be included on the preliminary draft agenda.  The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure considered the request at its meeting of March 7, 2005, and decided to recommend to the Preparatory Committee that this topic be included.  The Preparatory Committee agreed.
24. 2006:  Inter-American Year of the Fight against Corruption

By note AG/CP/SUB.TP-100/05, the Permanent Mission of Argentina requested that the topic “2006:  Inter-American Year of the Fight against Corruption” be included on the preliminary draft agenda.  The Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure took up this request at its March 7, 2005, meeting and agreed to recommend to the Preparatory Committee that this topic be included.  The recommendation was adopted by the Preparatory Committee.

The Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs adopted a draft resolution on this subject, which was presented to the Permanent Council.  The Council approved the draft for presentation to the General Assembly (AG/doc.4377/05).

25.
Promotion and strengthening of multilateralism in the area of disarmament and nonproliferation

The Permanent Mission of Mexico, by note AG/CP/doc.687/05, requested that the topic “Promotion and strengthening of multilateralism in the area of disarmament and nonproliferation” be placed on the draft agenda.  The request was considered and agreed to by the Preparatory Committee at its meeting of April 13.

The sponsoring mission announced that it would present a draft resolution on the subject to the Committee on Hemispheric Security.

26.
Strengthening of the national human rights systems of the member states and support for the work of defenders of the people, defenders of the population, and human rights attorneys or commissioners (ombudsmen)

At its meeting of April 13, the Preparatory Committee considered and agreed to include the topic “Strengthening of the national human rights systems of the member states and support for the work of defenders of the people, defenders of the population, and human rights attorneys or commissioners (ombudsmen),” requested by the Permanent Mission of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.


The Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs currently has a draft resolution on the topic under study (CP/CAJP/doc. 2288/05) for potential presentation to the Permanent Council.

27.
Freedom of expression and right to information

Also at its meeting of April 13, the Preparatory Committee considered and agreed to include the topic “Freedom of expression and right to information,” requested by the Permanent Mission of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela by document AG/CP/doc.688/05, on the draft agenda for the thirty-fifth regular session.


The Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs currently has a draft resolution on the topic under study (CP/CAJP/doc.2289/05) for potential presentation to the Permanent Council.

28.
International obligation of all OAS member states: full adherence to the essential principles of international law to preserve and strengthen peace in the Hemisphere


By note AG/CP/doc.688/05, the Permanent Mission of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela requested that the topic “International obligation of all OAS member states: full adherence to the essential principles of international law to preserve and strengthen peace in the Hemisphere” be placed on the agenda.  The request was considered and approved by the Preparatory Committee at its meeting of April 13.


The Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs is now considering a draft resolution on the subject (CP/CAJP doc.2290/05) for possible presentation to the Permanent Council.
29.
Free trade and investment in the Hemisphere

Consideration of this topic began in 1996, when, in resolution AG/RES. 1364 (XXVI-O/96), the General Assembly instructed the Inter-American Juridical Committee to examine the validity under international law of the Helms-Burton Act.  In its report on this matter (CJI/RES. II-14/96), the Committee concluded that “the bases and potential application of the legislation … are not in conformity with international law.”  Subsequently, in resolutions AG/RES. 1447 (XXVII-O/97), AG/RES. 1532 (XXVIII-O/98), AG/RES. 1614 (XIX-O/99), AG/RES. 1700 (XXX-O/00), AG/RES. 1826 (XXXI-O/01, AG/RES. 1884 (XXXII-O/02), and AG/RES 1914 (XXXIII-O/03), the General Assembly requested the Permanent Council to report on this topic to the General Assembly each year.
In resolution AG/RES. 1976 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly asked the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session on developments in this regard.

The Permanent Council considered this topic at its meeting of March 23, 2005, approved the corresponding draft resolution, presented by the delegation of Mexico, for presentation to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session (AG/doc.4367/05), and instructed the Secretariat to prepare a report on the matter, based on the previous year’s report (AG/doc.4367/05).

30.
Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy.

This topic has been considered by the General Assembly each year, pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 1063/90 (XX-O/90).  The General Assembly has also issued the following resolutions on this topic:  AG/RES. 1080 (XX-O/91); AG/RES. 1402 (XXVI-O/96); AG/RES. 1475 (XXVII-O/97); AG/RES. 1551 (XXXVIII-O/98); AG/RES. 1648 (XXIX-O/99); AG/RES. 1721 (XXX-O/00); AG/RES. 1782 (XXXI-O/01); AG/RES. 1907 (XXXII-O/02); and AG/RES. 1957 (XXXIII-O/03).


In resolution AG/RES. 2044 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly instructed the Permanent Council to continue to hold a meeting in the first quarter of each year to review activities undertaken by the Organization in the preceding calendar year to promote and strengthen democracy.  It also requested that a meeting be held in October 2004 on strengthening political parties as key players in a democracy, and another in the first quarter of 2005 on the constitutional subordination of all state institutions to legally constituted civilian authority.  The General Assembly also requested that the General Secretariat present a basic document for preparation of an inter-American program for education in democratic values for peace and human rights, bearing in mind the recommendations of the special meeting the Permanent Council held on April 12 and 13, 2004, concerning the promotion of democratic culture through education.  In that resolution the General Assembly also recommended to the member states that they should promote and publicize the Inter-American Democratic Charter, in accordance with the mandate that made “Follow-up and development of the Inter-American Democratic Charter” a permanent General Assembly agenda item.  That permanent item is item 3 on this regular session’s agenda.

The Permanent Council is to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session on the implementation of this resolution (CP/doc.4024/05). 

At its meetings of November 4, 2004, and February 2, 2005, the Council took up the topic of the “inter-American program for education in democratic values for peace and human rights.”  The Council has meetings scheduled for continued consideration of the other mandates given in this resolution.

At its meeting of April 20, 2005, the Permanent Council received the report of the General Secretariat on the “Inventory of Activities: Promotion and Development of Democracy, April 2004 – February 2005” (CP/doc.4012/05).


At its meeting of May 11, the Council considered the “Report of the Chair of the Permanent Council on the Execution of Resolution AG/RES. 2044 (XXXIV-O/04), “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy” (CP/doc.4024/05) and decided to transmit it to the General Assembly (AG/doc.___/05)

In addition, the draft resolution “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy,” presented by the Chair, was transmitted to the General Committee as document CP/doc.4029/05.


The delegation of Peru announced that it would be introducing a draft resolution on the following topic: “Program of youth, democracy, citizenry and integration.”
31.
Access to Public Information:  Strengthening Democracy 


The first time this item appeared on the General Assembly’s agenda was at its thirty-third regular session, held in Chile in 2003.

In resolution AG/RES. 1932 (XXXIII-O/03), the General Assembly instructed the Permanent Council to conduct information campaigns and to report to the General Assembly.

In the 2003-2004 term, the Permanent Council examined the proposals presented by the IACHR’s Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression (CP/doc.3780/04 and CP/doc.3803/04).


In resolution AG/RES. 2057 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly recommended to the Permanent Council that it convene a special meeting with the participation of experts from the states and civil society representatives to promote, impart, and exchange experiences and knowledge with respect to access to public information and its relationship to citizen participation.  It also recommended that on the basis of the report of the special meeting, the Permanent Council should prepare a basic document on best practices and the development of common approaches or guidelines for increasing access to public information.


The Council decided to hold a special meeting on June 30, 2004.  Because of the critical financial situation at that time, the meeting was suspended.  The Council hopes to convene another special meeting on the subject in the second half of 2005.

The Council is to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session on the resolution’s implementation.  It is now considering a report by the Chair (CP/doc.4025/05) for possible presentation to the Assembly.

The General Committee will consider a draft resolution on this subject, prepared by the delegation of Peru:  “Access to Public Information: Strengthening Democracy” (CP/CG-1629/05) at its meeting of May 12.
At a meeting held within the framework of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs on October 7, 2004, the member states conferred with the IACHR’s special rapporteur for freedom of expression.


The Permanent Council will consider the topic in due course.
32.
Situation in Haiti: Strengthening Democracy
The General Assembly issued the following resolutions on this topic:  AG/RES. 1831 (XXXI-O/01), AG/RES. 1841 (XXXII-O/02), and AG/RES. 1959 (XXXIII-O/03).  Between 2000 and 2002, the Permanent Council adopted the following resolutions: CP/RES. 772 (1247/00); CP/RES. 786 (1267/01) corr. 2; CP/RES. 806 (1303/02) corr. 1; and CP/RES. 822 (1331/02).


In resolution AG/RES. 2058 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly instructed the Permanent Council to review the mandates of the OAS Special Mission for Strengthening Democracy in Haiti in light of the present circumstances and create, as appropriate, new mandates for that Mission.

The General Assembly also instructed the Secretary General to report quarterly to the Permanent Council on the situation in Haiti and to keep it informed of the cooperation between the Organization of American States and the United Nations and the work of the OAS Special Mission in Haiti.

At the invitation of the provisional Government of Haiti, a high-level delegation visited Haiti from September 9 through 11, 2004.  The report on that visit appears in document CP/doc.3948/04.
In November 2004, a memorandum of understanding between the United Nations and the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States on electoral assistance to Haiti was signed.

In compliance with the mandate issued in resolution AG/RES. 2058 (XXXIV-O/04), the Secretary General presented the following reports:  CP/doc.3942/04, CP/doc.3971/05 corr. 1, and CP/doc.3992/05.

The Secretary General is to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session on the implementation of this resolution.

33.
Observations and recommendations of the Permanent Council on the annual reports of the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization
Under Article 91.f of the Charter of the Organization, the Permanent Council is to present to the General Assembly any observations and recommendations it deems necessary on the annual reports of the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization.  For its part, Article 16.d of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council provides that one of the functions of the General Committee is to consider the reports presented by the organs, agencies, and entities referred to in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter, with the exception of those reports assigned to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, i.e., the reports of the Inter-American Juridical Committee, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights


Article 39 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly provides that reports from the Meeting of Consultation, those requested by the General Assembly itself, and any observations and recommendations that the Permanent Council may present on the reports of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development, the Inter-American Juridical Committee, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, the General Secretariat, the specialized organizations and conferences, and the other organs, agencies, and entities, must be transmitted to the governments of the member states no later than 30 days prior to the opening date of the regular session of the General Assembly.

In resolution AG/RES. 2025 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly reminded all organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization that annual reports must be submitted by the statutory deadline, which is 90 days prior to the start of the regular session of the General Assembly.  It also urged all organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization to approve their annual reports in accordance with the procedures applicable for each report, at least 120 days prior to the General Assembly session.  Lastly, it reiterated to all organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization that, in presenting their annual reports, they were to take into account the provisions of the Assembly’s earlier resolutions, in particular resolutions AG/RES. 1452 (XXVII-O/97), AG/RES. 1669 (XXIX-O/99), AG/RES. 1839 (XXXI-O/01), AG/RES. 1853 (XXXII-O/02), AG/RES. 1883 (XXXII-O/02), and AG/RES. 1952 (XXXIII-O/03).

The General Assembly entrusted the organs, agencies and entities of the Organization with other mandates, which appear in resolutions AG/RES. 2059 (XXXIV-O/04), AG/RES. 2027 (XXXIV-O/04) and AG/RES. 1996 (XXXIV-O/04).
Thirty days prior to the opening date of the next regular session of the General Assembly, the Permanent Council will send to the member states the observations and recommendations on the annual reports and the pertinent draft resolutions, in keeping with Article 39 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly.

a. Annual report of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI)
The CIDI report is presented pursuant to Article 21.g of its Statutes.


In resolution AG/RES. 2025 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly recognized the important activities carried out by the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) and its subsidiary bodies and requested it to continue promoting hemispheric dialogue and to redouble its efforts to promote partnership for development among the member states to support their integral development and, in particular, to contribute to the elimination of poverty.

The Annual Report of CIDI (CP/doc.4026/05) and the Report of the Tenth Regular Meeting of CIDI (CP/doc.4027/05) were considered by the Council and referred to the General Committee.

The Permanent Council decided to adopt 14 draft resolutions presented for consideration by the General Assembly.  Eleven draft resolutions are listed under the corresponding specific item on the agenda.  The Permanent Council also approved the following draft resolutions:

· Report of the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology (AG/doc.4397/05)

· Microcredit and Microfinancing for Job Creation and Poverty Alleviation and Instruments for Furthering Social Cohesion and Community Participation (AG/doc.4392/05)

· Strengthening of Micro, Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises (AG/doc.4393/05)

b.
Annual Report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee (CJI)
The report of the CJI is presented in compliance with Article 13 of the CJI’s Statutes.

In resolution AG/RES. 2042 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly asked the Inter-American Juridical Committee (CJI) to contribute to the preparatory work for the Seventh Inter-American Specialized Conference on Private International Law (CIDIP-VII), once the Permanent Council had approved the agenda for the Conference.  It also requested that the CJI, in the context of its agenda item “Application of the Inter-American Democratic Charter” and in light of the provisions of Chapter III of that Charter, analyze the legal aspects of the interdependence between democracy and economic and social development, taking account, inter alia, of the recommendations of the High-Level Meeting on Poverty, Equity, and Social Inclusion contained in the Declaration of Margarita; the Monterrey Consensus; the Declarations and Plans of Action issued at the Summits of the Americas; and the objectives contained in the United Nations Millennium Declaration.  It also requested that should the Committee decide to conduct new studies on its agenda item “Legal aspects of inter-American security,” it take into account the Declaration on Security in the Americas, adopted at the Special Conference on Security and that, in the context of its authority, it take into account, in drawing up its agenda, the pertinent recommendations of the Meetings of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA).  In that same resolution, the General Assembly also noted how important it was that the topic “Right to information:  Access to and protection of information and personal data” had been included on the Inter-American Juridical Committee’s agenda and asked that the CJI’s next annual report include an updated report on the subject.  The Assembly also underscored once again the importance of holding the Course on International Law, organized each year in Rio de Janeiro by the Inter-American Juridical Committee and the General Secretariat, of increasing the amount of OAS fellowship awards, and of continuing to provide simultaneous interpretation services.  It urged the member states to consider paying directly for the participation of students and professors from their own countries.  The Assembly asked the CJI to continue its preparations for the commemoration of its centennial in 2006.  Finally, in that resolution the General Assembly stressed the need to provide the Inter-American Juridical Committee with the administrative and budgetary support it needs in order to address properly the topics on the current inter-American legal agenda and to issue the corresponding recommendations with the resources allocated in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources. Other mandates entrusted to the CJI appear in resolutions AG/RES. 2022 (XXXIV-O/04) and AG/RES. 2033 (XXXIV-O/04).
The annual report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee was presented to the Permanent Council as document CP/doc.3977/05 on February 2, 2005.  On February 24, 2005, the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs heard the presentation that the Chairman of the Inter-American Juridical Committee, Dr. Mauricio Herdocio, gave at that meeting to introduce the CJI’s annual report.  There, the delegations of the member states had a full discussion, among themselves and with the Chairman of the CJI, of the various topics that appear in that annual report.

The Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs approved the draft resolution (CP/CAJP-2266/05 rev. 2) and presented it to the Permanent Council.  The Council, at its meeting of April 13, approved it for consideration by the General Assembly (AG/doc.4373/05).

c.
Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR)
The report is presented pursuant to Article 18.p of the IACHR’s Statute.

In resolution AG/RES. 2041 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly invited the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights to continue to participate, through its commissioners, in the dialogue with member states, in the context of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, in light of the application of its new Rules of Procedure, especially to shed light on the criteria used when applying its principal mechanisms for the protection of human rights, such as precautionary measures, on-site visits, publication of reports, friendly settlement procedures, time periods for the review and initial processing of petitions, and others.  It asked the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session on the implementation of this resolution.  Other mandates that the General Assembly assigned to the Commission appear in resolutions AG/RES. 2027 (XXXIV-O/04), AG/RES. 2030 (XXXIV-O/04) and AG/RES. 2050 (XXXIV-O/04).
The Annual Report of the IACHR was presented to the Permanent Council as document CP/doc.3984/05 and addenda a. and b. thereto and transmitted to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs for consideration.

The Committee is studying a draft resolution on the subject (CP/CAJP-2293/05) for possible presentation to the Permanent Council.

d.
Annual Report of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights.

The Court presents its report pursuant to Article 65 of the American Convention on Human Rights.

In resolution AG/RES. 2043 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly instructed the Permanent Council to continue its consideration of the issue of “Access of victims to the Inter-American Court of Human Rights (ius standi) and its application in practice,” including its financial and budgetary implications, taking into account the report of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights entitled “Bases for a Draft Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights to Strengthen Its Mechanism for Protection – Volume II”; the proposal presented by the Government of Costa Rica, “Draft Optional Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights”; and the revised Rules of Procedure of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights.  Other mandates that the Assembly entrusted to the Inter-American Court of Human Rights appear in resolutions AG/RES. 2030 (XXXIV-O/04), AG/RES. 2035 (XXXIV-O/04), AG/RES. 2036 (XXXIV-O/04) and AG/RES. 2038 (XXXIV-O/04).

The Annual Report of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights was presented to the Permanent Council as document CP/doc.3991/05 and transmitted to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs.

The Committee is studying a draft resolution on the subject (CP/CAJP-2287/05) for possible presentation to the Permanent Council.

e.
Annual report of the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA)
IICA presents its annual report in keeping with the 1980 Convention, which reaffirmed its status as an inter-American organization.
In resolution AG/RES. 2025 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly again recognized the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) and encouraged it to continue its efforts to support member states in their quest for progress and prosperity in the Hemisphere, through the rural sector, promotion of food security, and development of a competitive, technologically trained, environmentally managed, and socially equitable agricultural sector for the peoples of the Americas.

IICA’s annual report was presented to the Permanent Council as document CP/doc.3985/05 and referred to the General Committee.
f.
Annual report of the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO)

PAHO presents its report in keeping with Article 13 of its Constitution.


In resolution AG/RES. 2025 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly underscored the important activities conducted by the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) in fulfillment of its purposes and objectives, geared toward improving health and living standards in the Americas.


PAHO’s annual report was presented to the Permanent Council as document CP/doc.4003/05 and referred to the General Committee.
g.
Annual report of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM).

The Commission presents its report pursuant to Article 2 of its Statute and Article 2 of its Regulations.

In resolution AG/RES. 2025 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly resolved to commend the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) for its service in promoting women’s rights in the Americas and to support its efforts to implement the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality, especially its collaboration on the gender mainstreaming project at the General Secretariat, as well as the process of study and preparation of a follow-up mechanism to the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, "Convention of Belém do Pará," and the study on trafficking in persons.  Other mandates that the Assembly entrusted to the CIM appear in resolutions AG/RES. 2012 (XXXIV-O/04) and AG/RES. 2050 (XXXIV-O/04). 
The CIM’s annual report was presented to the Permanent Council as document CP/doc.3979/05 and referred to the General Committee.

h.
Annual Report of the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL)


The Commission presents its report pursuant to Article 17 of its Statute.

In resolution AG/RES.2025 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly renewed its recognition of the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL) for its important activities in pursuit of its purposes and objectives and in fulfillment of the Summits of the Americas’ mandates. Other General Assembly mandates to CITEL appear in resolution AG/RES. 2020 (XXXIV-O/04). 

The annual report of CITEL was presented to the Permanent Council as document CP/doc.3987/05 and referred to the General Committee.

At its meeting of May 4, the General Committee approved a draft resolution on this subject (1622/05 rev. 2) for presentation to the Permanent Council. 

i.
Annual Report of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD). 


The Commission submits its report pursuant to Article 19 of its Statute.

In resolution AG/RES. 2026 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly resolved that the topic of transnational organized crime would continue to be considered, in its different manifestations, by the various OAS entities that have been doing so within their respective spheres of competence, such as the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD), the Consultative Committee of the Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials (CIFTA), the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM), the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN), the Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA), the Hemispheric Information Exchange Network for Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters, the Follow-up Mechanism for the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption (MESICIC) and, for those aspects where it was deemed pertinent, the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE).  The Assembly also encouraged CICAD to intensify its efforts against illicit drug trafficking and related crimes associated with transnational organized crime.
CICAD’s annual report (CP/doc.4033/05) will be considered by the General Committee at its meeting of May 16, 2005.
j.
Annual Report of the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN)

The IIN presents its report pursuant to Article 32.c of its Statutes.


In resolution AG/RES. 2025 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly commended the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN) for the projects it then had in execution under its Strategic Plan 2000-2004 and urged it to continue its efforts to increase funding for the projects agreed upon in that plan.  Other General Assembly mandates to the IIN appear in resolutions AG/RES. 2046 (XXXIV-O/04) and AG/RES. 2050 (XXXIV-O/04).
At its February 2 meeting, the Permanent Council approved the amendment of the Statutes of the IIN, presented to the Council pursuant to the existing Statutes of the IIN (CP/doc.3964/04).

The annual report of the Inter-American Children’s Institute was presented to the Permanent Council as document CP/doc.3994/05 and referred to the General Committee.

k.
Annual report of the Inter-American Indian Institute (III)
The III presents its annual report pursuant to the provisions of its Statute.


In resolution AG/RES. 2025 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly recognized the work of the Inter-American Indian Institute (III) and expressed the member states’ support for its restructuring process, taking into account the importance of indigenous issues on the OAS agenda.  Other mandates entrusted to the III appear in resolutions AG/RES. 2028 (XXXIV -O/04) and AG/RES. 2046 (XXXIV-O/04).

The III’s annual report was presented to the Permanent Council as document CP/doc.3986/05 and referred to the General Committee.

l.
Annual report of the Pan American Institute of Geography and History (PAIGH)
The PAIGH presents its report pursuant to the provisions of its agreement with the Permanent Council.

In resolution AG/RES. 2025 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly commended the Pan American Institute of Geography and History (PAIGH) for the activities carried out, especially those conducted in support of border demarcation.

The annual report of the PAIGH was presented to the Permanent Council as document CP/doc.4002/05 and referred to the General Committee.

m.
Annual report of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA)


The General Assembly established the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA) in resolution AG/RES. 1 (XXVI-E/99).  The Center presents its report pursuant to Article 12.i of its Statute.


In resolution AG/RES. 2025 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly highlighted the efforts of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA) to generate and disseminate instruments to improve awareness of justice in the Americas and expressed its satisfaction with the measures taken to increase cooperation and the exchange of experiences among key actors in the justice sector at the regional level.  The Assembly’s other mandates to the JSCA appear in resolution AG/RES. 2050 (XXXIV-O/04).

The annual report of the JSCA was presented to the Permanent Council as document CP/doc.3976/05 and referred to the General Committee.

n.
Annual report of the Administrative Tribunal (TRIBAD)


TRIBAD presents its report pursuant to Article 56 of its Rules of Procedure.

In resolution AG/RES. 2025 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly acknowledged the important activities carried out by the Administrative Tribunal of the OAS (TRIBAD), underscoring the initiative to maintain ongoing dialogue for cooperation and coordination with the other organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization.

TRIBAD’s annual report was presented to the Permanent Council as document CP/doc.3975/05 corr. 1 and referred to the General Committee.

o.
Annual report of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE)
The Committee presents its report pursuant to Article 15 of its Rules of Procedure (AG/doc.4035/05).  The report will be considered by the General Committee on May 16, 2005.
34.
Appointment of women to senior management positions at the OAS 

In resolutions AG/RES. 1627 (XXIX-O/99), AG/RES. 1790 (XXXI-O/01), and AG/RES. 1872 (XXXII-O/02), the General Assembly urged the Secretary General to make it a goal to have women in 50% of all posts at each level within the OAS by the year 2005.
In resolution AG/RES. 1954 (XXXIII-O/03), it urged the Secretary General to redouble efforts so that by 2005, women will be occupying 50% of posts at each grade level within the OAS organs, agencies, and entities.
In resolution AG/RES. 1977 (XXXIV-O/04) the General Assembly asked the Secretary General to monitor closely the progress made by the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization in meeting the goal of women occupying 50 percent of posts at each grade level by the year 2005, to keep the Permanent Council informed with respect to the implementation of this resolution, providing an annual update with relevant statistics from the Department of Human Resource Services and detailed information on the strategies and actions taken to implement this resolution and reach that goal, and to report thereon to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session.

The report of the General Secretariat is provided in document CP/doc.4031/05 and will be presented to the Permanent Council.

The General Committee is studying a draft resolution on the subject (CP/CG-1625/05) for possible presentation to the Permanent Council.

35.
Cooperation between the Organization of American States and the United Nations system, the General Secretariat of the Central American Integration System, and the General Secretariat of the Caribbean Community
Article 54.c of the OAS Charter stipulates that one of the principal powers of the General Assembly is to strengthen and coordinate cooperation with the United Nations.  In this connection, it should be noted that in 1995, a general cooperation agreement was concluded by the General Secretariats of the two organizations, and that the Secretary General reports to the General Assembly each year on the activities carried out in the framework of the said agreement.  In addition, in 1994, a cooperation agreement was concluded by the General Secretariat of the OAS and the General Secretariat of the Central American Integration System (SICA); in 1992, the OAS and the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) concluded a cooperation agreement.

In resolution AG/RES 2016 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly requested that the General Secretariat implement, within available resources, the recommendations of previous general meetings and consider the possibility of holding meetings of this type in 2005 with the United Nations, with SICA, and with CARICOM in an effort to define new and updated modalities for cooperation between the General Secretariat and the secretariats of these organizations.  It asked the Secretary General to continue and to strengthen activities involving cooperation between the General Secretariat of the OAS and each of the following organizations:  the United Nations system, the General Secretariat of the Central American Integration System, and the General Secretariat of the Caribbean Community.  The General Assembly also asked the Secretary General to facilitate increased intersectoral contacts with the heads of the technical areas of the three organizations mentioned above.
The Secretary General was instructed to present a report on these activities to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session.

The Secretary General prepared this report (CP/doc.4006/05), which will be considered by the Secretary General at its meeting of May 12, 2005, along with a draft resolution entitled “Cooperation between the Organization of American States and the United Nations System, the General Secretariat of the Central American Integration System, and the General Secretariat of the Caribbean Community” (CP/CG.1632/05).

36.
White Helmets Initiative
The General Assembly spoke to this issue in resolutions AG/RES. 1403 (XXVI-O/96) and AG/RES. 1463 (XXVI-O/97).  At the request of the Permanent Mission of Argentina, this item was included on the agenda for the thirty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly.

In resolution AG/RES. 2018 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly resolved to request the General Secretariat to follow up on and promote the action referred to in the preceding paragraphs, and to present a report on the resolution’s implementation to the General Assembly at its thirty-sixth regular session.

The General Secretariat gave a presentation to the Permanent Council (CP/doc.4017/05) at its meeting of April 27, 2005.  The Council transmitted a draft declaration (CP/doc.4018/05) to the General Committee for consideration and possible presentation to the General Assembly.
37.
Fighting the crime of trafficking in persons, especially women, adolescents, and children
This topic can be traced to resolution AG/RES. 1776 (XXXI-O/01), in which all OAS member states were urged to consider signing and ratifying, ratifying, or acceding to, as the case may be, the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime and its Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons.  In 2002, in resolution CIM/RES. 225 (XXXI-O/02), “Fighting the Crime of Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women, Adolescents, and Children,” the Inter-American Commission of Women decided that “a multilateral response from governments, in consultation with civil society organizations, is necessary in order to formulate policies to prevent trafficking in persons, protect victims, and punish traffickers.”

In resolution AG/RES. 2019 (XXXIV-O/04) the General Assembly asked the Permanent Council to convene in 2005, in coordination with the CIM and other appropriate organs of the Organization, the meeting mentioned in operative paragraph 4 of the resolution.  It also instructed the Secretary General to present a report each year to the Permanent Council, in coordination with the OAS Coordinator, on the activities being carried out by the various OAS organs to address the issue of trafficking in persons, and on developments in the Hemisphere.  It also entrusted the Permanent Council with giving appropriate follow-up to and ensuring implementation of this resolution.
On May 11, the report on the implementation of this resolution was presented to the Permanent Council (CP/doc.4023/05).  The Council took note of the report.  (See also item 54.)

38.
Promotion of women’s human rights and gender equity and equality

The Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality was adopted in resolution AG/RES. 1732 (XXX-O/00).  The General Assembly subsequently issued resolutions AG/RES. 1772 (XXXI-O/01), AG/RES. 1853 (XXXII-O/02) and AG/RES. 1942 (XXXIII-O/03) on this topic.

In resolution AG/RES. 2023 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly requested that the Permanent Council, in fulfillment of the mandates of the Summits of the Americas and the Inter-American Program, convene a yearly joint meeting of the CIM and the UPD, with participation by civil society organizations, to advance the implementation of the Inter-American Program and women’s participation in the political process, in follow-up to the special meetings held in November 2002 and April 2004.  It also asked the Permanent Council to consider increasing the resources allocated to the CIM in the program-budget, enabling it fully to carry out its mandates, and to coordinate with the CIM on topics VI, VII, and VIII of the conclusions and recommendations of the Fifth Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA-V), pertaining to trafficking in persons, especially women and children, violence against women, and gender and justice, in the preparatory and follow-up process of REMJA-V, which is carried out by the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP). 

The General Assembly instructed the Secretary General to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session, in coordination with the CIM, on the implementation of the Program and of this resolution by the organs, agencies, and entities of the inter-American system.
On April 6, the Permanent Council referred to the General Committee for consideration the report on this subject, contained in document CP/doc.4005/05.  (See also item 37.)

The General Committee is considering a draft resolution on this topic (CP/CG-1624/05 rev. 1) for possible presentation to the Permanent Council.
39.
Nineteenth Pan American Child Congress

The General Assembly issued the following resolutions on this subject: AG/RES. 1951 (XXXIII-O/03), “Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Children in the Americas” and AG/RES. 1961 (XXXIII-O/03), “Nineteenth Pan American Child Congress.”
In resolution AG/RES. 2031 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly recommended to the Permanent Council that, when adopting the agenda for the Nineteenth Pan American Child Congress, it take into consideration the items proposed by the Organizing Committee, especially the child-family relationship, intra-family violence and its impact on the development of children, current family law, and the part played by the media in establishing a culture of respect for the rights of the child.  It also asked the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session on the implementation of this resolution and on the outcome of the Nineteenth Pan American Child Congress.

At its August 5, 2004, meeting, the Permanent Council considered and approved the agenda and rules of procedure of the Nineteenth Pan American Child Congress (CP/doc.3924/04 and CP/doc.3923/04), thereby complying with Article 123 of the OAS Charter.


At the Permanent Council meeting of February 2, 2005, the President of the Directing Council of the IIN, Dr. Ana Teresa Aranda Orozco, gave a presentation on the results of the Child Congress held in Mexico City from October 27 to 29, 2004.  The respective report was forwarded to the General Committee.

The General Committee considered and approved on May 9 a draft resolution on the subject (CP/CG-1634/05) for presentation to the Permanent Council.

40.
Joint effort of the Americas in the fight against corruption and impunity

In resolution AG/RES. 2022 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly requested the Inter-American Juridical Committee to prepare a report on the legal effects of giving safe haven in regional or extra-regional countries to public officials and persons accused of crimes of corruption after having exercised political power and on cases in which appealing to the principle of dual nationality may be considered a fraud or abuse of the law.


The Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, at its meeting of March 1, considered and approved the draft resolution titled “The Role of the Legislative Branch in Combating Corruption and Impunity in the Hemisphere” (CP/CAJP-22/05 rev. 3).  On April 6, the Permanent Council approved the draft resolution for presentation to the General Assembly as document AG/doc.4368/05.

On April 13, the Permanent Council transmitted a draft resolution, “Joint Meeting of the Permanent Council with Representatives of the Legislative Branches of the Americas” (CP/doc.4007/05), to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs for consideration.
41.
The human rights of all migrant workers and their families
This topic was assigned to the Permanent Council for study in resolutions AG/RES. 1717 (XXXI-O/01), AG/RES. 1775 (XXXI-O/01), AG/RES. 1898 (XXXII-O/02), and AG/RES 1928 (XXXIII-O/03).

In resolution AG/RES. 2027 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly instructed the Permanent Council to renew the mandate of the Working Group of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs to Prepare an Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants so that, as soon as possible, it may draft the proposed Inter-American Program.  It also asked that a special meeting of the Working Group be convened during the third quarter of 2004 to facilitate the drafting of the Inter-American Program, with the participation of government experts, relevant organs, agencies, and entities of the inter-American system, other international organizations, and civil society organizations, pursuant to the draft agenda attached to the resolution.  It also asked the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session on the resolution’s implementation.
The Working Group held a special meeting from September 30 to October 1, 2004, in order to compile information and suggestions for drafting the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants and their Families, in keeping with the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas, held in Quebec City, Canada, and with the mandates contained in General Assembly resolutions AG/RES. 2027 (XXXIV-O/04) and AG/RES. 1928 (XXXIII-O/03).

The draft Program and the corresponding draft resolution will be presented to the Permanent Council for consideration through the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP).

The CAJP is also considering a draft resolution entitled “Internally Displaced Persons” (CP/CAJP-2250/05 rev.3)

42.
Inter-American Program of Cooperation to Prevent and Remedy Cases of International Abduction of Children by One of Their Parents
In resolution AG/RES. 1891 (XXXII-O/02), the General Assembly recommended that an inter-American program on cooperation to prevent and remedy cases of international abduction of minors by one of their parents be prepared.  It renewed that mandate in resolution AG/RES. 1958 (XXXIII-O/03).  In February 2004, the Inter-American Children’s Institute sent the final version of the Inter-American Program of Cooperation to Prevent and Remedy Cases of International Abduction of Children by One of Their Parents to the Permanent Council for consideration (CP/doc.3823/04).
In resolution AG/RES. 2028 (XXXIV-O/04), in response to the Permanent Council’s recommendation, the General Assembly accepted the Inter-American Program of Cooperation to Prevent and Remedy Cases of International Abduction of Children by One of Their Parents and established a number of mandates related to it, addressed to the member states and to the Organization itself.  It also asked the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session, on the resolution’s implementation.
At its meeting of October 29, 2004, the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs considered this topic and discussed the possible preparation of a progress report related to this program, which is coordinated by the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN).

The member states’ observations and recommendations on the chapter of the IIN’s Annual Report that concerns this issue will be presented to the Permanent Council. 

43.
American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 

When the General Assembly took up the IACHR’s 1989 Annual Report, it took note of the Commission's proposal to adopt, in 1992, the year of the commemoration of the Quincentennial of the Discovery of America, a legal instrument on the human rights of indigenous populations, and requested the IACHR to prepare that document.  The IACHR presented the Proposed American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Populations in 1997; in successive resolutions, the General Assembly entrusted the Permanent Council with its study.

In resolution AG/RES. 2029 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly renewed the mandate of the Working Group so that it could continue the final phase of negotiations on the draft Declaration, starting from the consolidated text of the draft Declaration prepared by the Chair of the Working Group (GT/DADIN/doc.139/03) and considering the proposed Declaration presented by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (CP/doc.2878/97 corr. 1) and the proposals by member states, representatives of indigenous peoples, specialized organizations of the inter-American system, and other entities.

In that resolution the General Assembly asked the Permanent Council to instruct the Working Group, in the framework of the next meeting of negotiations, to recommend a date for conclusion of the final phase of negotiations for the adoption of the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, with participation by one indigenous representative from each member state of the Organization, designated by the respective indigenous peoples.  The Permanent Council was to be informed of the said decision through the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs.  However, as no agreement on the matter has been reached, the Chair of the Working Group will explain in its report the factors that prevented this mandate from being implemented. 

Finally, in resolution AG/RES. 2029 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly asked the Permanent Council to convene, when appropriate, a special meeting of the Working Group, with broad and effective participation by representatives of indigenous peoples.  The meeting was to examine the status of the process and assess the level of consensus reached on the draft Declaration.  The Assembly also asked the Permanent Council to follow up on this resolution and to present a report on its implementation to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session.
The Working Group held two meetings of negotiation in the quest for points of consensus: one from November 8 to 12, 2004, and another from February 7 to 9, 2005.
The Working Group also held a special meeting on February 10 and 11, 2005.
The Working Group considered the corresponding draft resolution in March, for referral to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP), together with the report of the Chair of the Group’s on its activities in the 2004-2005 term.  The CAJP submitted the draft resolution as document CP/CAJP-2285/05 to the Permanent Council at its regular meeting of May 11. 2005.  The Council decided to present the draft resolution to the General Assembly as document AG/doc.4383/05.
44.
Strengthening of human rights systems pursuant to the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas

In resolution AG/RES. 1633 (XXIX-O/99), the General Assembly instructed the Permanent Council to present a report on the evaluation and improvement of the inter-American system for the protection and promotion of human rights (CP/doc.3302/00).  Subsequently, in resolutions AG/RES. 1701 (XXX-O/00), AG/RES. 1828 (XXXI-O/01) and AG/RES. 1890 (XXXII-O/02), and AG/RES 1925 (XXXIII-O/03), the General Assembly resolved to instruct it to continue the aforementioned process.

In resolution AG/RES. 2030 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly instructed the Permanent Council that, to complement and consolidate the progress, it was to continue to examine ways to bring about an effective and adequate increase in the financial resources allocated to the organs of the inter-American human rights system in the program-budget of the Organization.  In that resolution, the Permanent Council was also instructed to continue to consider ways to promote compliance with the judgments of the Court and follow-up on the recommendations of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights by the member states, and to continue to analyze the priorities for improvement of the inter-American human rights system, including consideration of the possibility that the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights may come to operate on a permanent basis, taking into account related information provided by the presidents of both organs.  The General Assembly also asked the Permanent Council to propose standards for the preparation of periodic reports on progressive measures adopted by the states parties to the Additional Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights in the Area of Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights, or “Protocol of San Salvador,” as provided in Article 19 of that legal instrument, in consultation with the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and taking into account the contributions of the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights.  The Assembly also instructed the Permanent Council to engage in a broad process of reflection on the inter-American system for the promotion and protection of human rights, and to present a report thereon to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session for consideration.

The Assembly then instructed the Secretary General to promote accession to all inter-American human rights instruments, as appropriate.

Finally, the Assembly asked the Permanent Council to follow up on the resolution and to present a report on its implementation to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session.
At its regular meetings of September 9, 16 and 27, October 7 and 29, and December 17, 2004, the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) did a follow-up on the various topics and mandates contained in this resolution.
The Committee also held a special meeting on October 26, 2004, with a dialogue among the member states, all the members
/ of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, and the President
/ of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights.

On December 17, 2004, the CAJP decided that the first phase of the “Process of Reflection on the Inter-American System for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights” would begin as of that date.  In other words, this phase would be devoted to preliminary consultations with the member states, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights.  To that end, the Chair of the Committee issued a Notice of Convocation (CP/CAJP-2227/04) inviting the aforementioned parties to comment on the major challenges facing the inter-American system and possible actions to strengthen and improve it (based on a suggested list of topics) and on the methodology indicated to carry out the mandate contained in resolution AG/RES. 2030 (XXXIV-O/04), within the terms established.

The draft resolution, with the CAJP’s recommendations for the forthcoming period, was approved on February 17, 2005, and considered by the Permanent Council at its meeting of May 11.  The Council approved the draft for presentation to the General Assembly as document AG/doc.4385/05.
The draft resolution on this topic adopted by CIDI at its tenth annual meeting was transmitted to the Assembly, by a decision of the Permanent Council at its meeting of May 11, 2005, as document AG/doc.4384/05.
45.
Inter-American Program for the Development of International Law


The Program was established in resolution AG/RES. 1471 (XXVII-O/97). The General Assembly has continued to issue resolutions on this topic:  AG/RES. 1557 (XXVIII-O/98); AG/RES. 1617 (XXIX-O/99); AG/RES. 1705 (XXX-O/00); AG/RES. 1766 (XXXI-O/01); AG/RES. 1845 (XXXII-O/02) O/01), and AG/RES. 1921 (XXXIII-O/03).

In resolution AG/RES. 2032 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly urged the Permanent Council and the General Secretariat to study ways to improve the dissemination and distribution of the Organization’s legal information, including the sale of its publications in all the official languages.

It also asked the Permanent Council to instruct the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs to hold a meeting in the second half of 2004 to share experiences on the treatment given to inter-American law by diplomatic academies and other training facilities for public officials.

Finally, the Assembly asked the Permanent Council to follow up on the implementation of the resolution and to present a report thereon to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session.

On December 16, 2004, the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs considered the “Report on the Inter-American Program for the Development of International Law – Activities of the Office of Inter-American Law and Programs (June 2004-February 2005),” a document that the Secretariat later distributed as CP/CAJP-2235/05.

The Committee presented the corresponding draft resolution, “Inter-American Program for the Development of International Law” (CP/CAJP-2267/05 rev. 1), to the Permanent Council at its regular meeting of April 13, 2005.  The draft was approved for presentation to the General Assembly (AG/doc.4374/05).

46.
Inter-American Specialized Conferences on Private International Law
This series of specialized conferences dates back to resolution AG/RES. 48, adopted by the General Assembly at its first regular session with a view to convening the first such conference.  Regarding the convocation of the subsequent conferences, see resolutions AG/RES. 187 (V-O/75); AG/RES. 505 (X-O/80); AG/RES. 771 (XV-O/85); AG/RES. 1393 (XXVI-O/96), and AG/RES. 1765 (XXXI-O/01).  In resolution AG/RES. 1923 (XXXIII-O/03), the General Assembly convened the Seventh Inter-American Specialized Conference on Private International Law (CIDIP-VII) and instructed the Permanent Council to conduct preliminary consultations concerning the dates and possible venue for CIDIP-VII and to establish mechanisms to facilitate member state consultations on the proposed agenda and draft rules of procedure for CIDIP-VII.
In resolution AG/RES. 2033 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly asked the Permanent Council to study the topics proposed by the member states and the feasibility of their inclusion on the agenda of CIDIP-VI.  It also instructed the Permanent Council to continue its consultations on possible dates and venues for CIDIP-VII and asked the Inter-American Juridical Committee to contribute to the preparatory work for CIDIP-VII, once the Permanent Council had approved the agenda for the Conference.

The Permanent Council was instructed to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session on the resolution’s implementation.
At the meeting the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) held on December 16, 2004, the Chair presented to the delegations an advance report on the dialogue among the member states with a view to “Establishment of the Agenda for the Seventh Inter-American Specialized Conference on Private International Law “(CIDIP-VII) (CP/CAJP-2228/04).
At its February 17 meeting, the CAJP revisited the draft agenda of CIDIP-VII.  The Committee expects to approve the draft resolution on this topic in March 2005; part of its text will be the Agenda agreed upon for the Seventh Inter-American Specialized Conference on Private International Law.
The CAJP presented the draft resolution “Seventh Inter-American Specialized Conference on Private International Law” (CP/CAJP-2239/05 rev. 2 corr. 2) to the Permanent Council at its regular meeting of April 6, 2005; it was approved for consideration by the General Assembly (AG/doc.4396/05).

47.
Follow-up to the Inter-American Convention against Corruption and its Program for Cooperation
The Inter-American Program for Cooperation in the Fight against Corruption was established in 1997, by a decision of the General Assembly.  See resolution AG/RES. 1477 (XXVII-O/97).

In resolution AG/RES. 2034 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly expressed its support for the holding of a meeting of the states parties to the Inter-American Convention against Corruption.  It asked the Permanent Council and the Conference of the States Parties to the MESICIC to carry out appropriate follow-up of the results of the meeting of the states parties to the Convention, slated for Managua, Nicaragua.
Finally, the Assembly instructed the Permanent Council to follow up on this resolution and to present a report on its implementation to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session.
At its meetings of November 4 and 18 and December 16, the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs discussed the various matters covered in resolution AG/RES. 2034 (XXXIV-O/04).
The Meeting of the States Parties to the Inter-American Convention against Corruption was held in Managua, Nicaragua, on July 8 and 9.  There, the Meeting approved a Declaration and Plan of Action of Managua on Additional Concrete Measures to Increase Transparency and Combat Corruption within the Framework of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption (EPCICOR/doc.04/04 rev. 5).
One noteworthy mandate called for a Meeting of Experts on cooperation in denying safe haven to corrupt officials and those who have corrupted them, in extraditing them and in denying entry to the proceeds of corruption, in furtherance of the Plan of Action of Managua on Additional Concrete Measures to Increase Transparency and Combat Corruption within the Framework of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption (EPCICOR/doc.04/04 rev. 5, paragraph 9) and resolution AG/RES. 2034 (XXXIV-O/04), operative paragraph 6.c.

At its meeting of January 11, 2005, the Permanent Council adopted resolution CP/RES. 875 (1460/05) whereby it convened that meeting of experts for March 28 and 29, 2005.


The Committee approved the corresponding draft resolution, which was considered and approved by the Permanent Council on May 11 for presentation to the General Assembly as document AG/doc.4386/05.
48.
Protecting human rights and fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism
In resolution AG/RES. 1840 (XXXII-O/02), the General Assembly adopted the Inter-American Convention against Terrorism.  At that same session, the General Assembly also adopted resolution AG/RES. 1906 (XXXII-O/02), “Human Rights and Terrorism.”  In resolution AG/RES. 1931 (XXXIII-O/03), the General Assembly reaffirmed that the fight against terrorism had to be pursued with full respect for the law, human rights, and democratic institutions, so as to preserve the rule of law and democratic freedoms and values in the Hemisphere.

By a mandate contained in that same resolution, the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs held a “Meeting of Government Experts to Exchange, from a Human Rights Perspective, Best Practices and National Experiences in Adopting Antiterrorism Measures” on February 12 and 13, 2004, at Organization headquarters.

In resolution AG/RES. 2035 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly instructed the Permanent Council to convene a meeting with the government experts of the member states so that they might share their views with the IACHR and the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE) on the content of the recommendations those organs are to prepare.
The Permanent Council was instructed to report to the General Assembly, at its thirty-fifth regular session, on the resolution’s implementation.

On February 17, 2005, the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs approved the agenda for the “meeting of government experts to exchange, from a human rights perspective, best practices and national experiences in adopting antiterrorism measures,” in compliance with the General Assembly’s mandate.

The CAJP currently has under study a draft resolution on the subject (CP/CAJP-2244/05 rev. 6) for possible presentation to the Permanent Council.

49.
Human rights defenders: Support for the individuals, groups, and civil society organizations working to promote and protect human rights in the Americas
This topic has been on the General Assembly’s agenda since 1999.  See resolutions AG/RES. 1671 (XXIX-O/99), AG/RES. 1711 (XXX-O/00), AG/RES. 1818 (XXXI-O/01), AG/RES. 1842 (XXXII-O/02), and AG/RES. 1920 (XXXIII-O/03).

In resolution AG/RES. 2036 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly resolved to invite the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) to conclude its comprehensive report on the situation of human rights defenders in the Americas, in keeping with resolution AG/RES. 1842 (XXXII-O/02), for presentation to the Permanent Council and consideration, if possible, in the second half of 2004.

It also asked the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session, on the resolution’s implementation.


The Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs considered the various aspects of that resolution at its meeting of October 7, 2004. 
 
The Committee presented the draft resolution on the topic (document CP/CAJP-2246/05 rev. 3) to the Permanent Council at its regular meeting of April 6, 2005.  The Council approved it for consideration by the General Assembly as document AG/doc.4371/05.
50.
Study of the rights and the care of persons under any form of detention or imprisonment

Study of this topic was assigned to the Permanent Council in resolutions AG/RES. 1816 (XXXI-O/01), AG/RES. 1897 (XXXII-O/02) and AG/RES. 1927 (XXXIII-O/03).

In resolution AG/RES. 2037 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly instructed the Permanent Council to continue studying the question of the rights and the care of persons under any form of detention or imprisonment, in cooperation with the competent organs and agencies of the inter-American system and taking into account the conclusions and recommendations of the Fifth Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA-V/doc.7/04 rev. 4), including the report of the First Meeting of Officials Responsible for Penitentiary and Prison Policies of the OAS Member States (GAPECA/doc.04/03).  In that resolution, the General Assembly reiterated to the Permanent Council that, on the basis of the discussions held and the studies conducted, it was to consider the advisability of preparing, in due course, an inter-American declaration on the rights and the care of persons under any form of detention or imprisonment.
The Permanent Council was also instructed to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session on the implementation of the resolution.


The Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs took up the various aspects of this resolution at its meeting of October 29, 2004, and, at its meeting of April 19, approved a draft resolution on the topic (CP/CAJP-2247/05 rev. 4) for presentation to the Permanent Council.  At its meeting of April 27, the Council considered the draft resolution and decided to keep it under consideration to allow delegations to reach a consensus position for possible presentation to the General Assembly.

51.
Prevention of racism and all forms of discrimination and intolerance and consideration of the preparation of a draft inter-American convention

The General Assembly has issued resolutions on this topic since 1994, inviting OAS organs to take effective steps to foster tolerance and to eradicate racist and discriminatory behavior and urging states to support activities aimed at organizing the World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance.  See resolutions AG/RES. 1271 (XXIV-O/94); AG/RES. 1695 (XIX-O/99); AG/RES. 1712 (XXX-O/00); AG/RES. 1774 (XXXI-O/01); AG/RES. 1905 (XXXII-O/02) and AG/RES. 1930 (XXXIII-O/03).

In resolution AG/RES. 2038 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly requested the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights to continue to pay due attention, in the framework of inter-American and international legal instruments currently in force, to the problems generated by manifestations of racism, discrimination, and intolerance in the Americas and to continue to intensify dialogue and cooperation with the Special Rapporteur of the United Nations Commission on Human Rights on contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance and report on that cooperation in due course to the Permanent Council.  In that resolution the General Assembly instructed the Permanent Council, through its Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, to continue to address, as a matter of priority, the subject of preventing, combating, and eradicating racism and all forms of discrimination and intolerance; to promote a special meeting, attended by government experts, inter-American specialized organizations, and nongovernmental organizations, at which a representative of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas would present the conclusions of the study “Judicial System and Racism against Persons of African Descent” and during which there would be an exchange of experience and best practices in the adoption of measures against racism and all forms of discrimination and intolerance; and to receive and analyze the contributions mentioned in operative paragraphs 2 and 6.b of the resolution, inter alia, as well as those of member states, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, the Inter-American Juridical Committee, and civil society organizations, with a view to examining existing national strategies for fighting racial discrimination and to considering areas for international cooperation against racism and all forms of discrimination, including, inter alia, the possibility of an Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance.
The Permanent Council was instructed to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session on the implementation of the resolution.

At its meetings of September 27, October 29, and November 4, 2004, the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs worked on preparations for the special meeting that the General Assembly called for in this resolution.  The corresponding agenda was published as document CP/CAJP-2209/04 rev. 2.  The CAJP’s special meeting on this topic was held on December 9, 2004.
A draft resolution was considered by the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CP/CAJP-2771/05 rev.3) for possible presentation to the Permanent Council.
52.
Promotion of the International Criminal Court

The General Assembly has issued resolutions on this topic since 1999, the first being AG/RES. 1619 (XXIX-O/99).  See also AG/RES. 1706 and AG/RES. 1709 (XXX-O/00); AG/RES. 1770 and AG/RES. 1771 (XXXI-O/01); AG/RES. 1900 (XXXII-O/02) and AG/RES. 1929 (XXXIII-O/03).

In General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2039 (XXXIV-O/04), it asked the Permanent Council to hold – with the support of the General Secretariat and cooperation from the International Criminal Court, international organizations, and nongovernmental organizations – a working meeting on appropriate measures that states should take to cooperate with the International Criminal Court in the latter’s investigation, prosecution, and punishment of the perpetrators of war crimes, crimes against humanity, genocide, and crimes against the administration of justice.

The General Assembly also asked the Permanent Council to include the topic of the implementation of the Rome Statute and the Agreement on Privileges and Immunities on the agenda of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs. 

It also instructed the Permanent Council to follow up on the resolution and to present a report on its implementation to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session.
At its meeting of October 29, 2004, the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs discussed this topic and decided to hold that working meeting on April 1, 2005.  Dr. Phillipe Kirsch, President of the International Criminal Court, would participate as a special guest.

The draft resolution on the subject was transmitted by the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs to the Permanent Council (CP/CAJP-2273/05 add. 2), which approved it for presentation to the General Assembly as document AG/doc.4378/05.

53.
Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas

With a view to enhancing the administration of justice, the Plan of Action of the Santiago Summit of the Americas supported the convening, within the OAS framework, of regular meetings of the ministers of justice or attorneys general of its member states.  In fulfillment of these mandates, the following meetings were held:  Buenos Aires, Argentina (1997); Lima, Peru (1999); San José, Costa Rica (2000); and Trinidad and Tobago (2002).  See resolutions AG/RES. 1482 (XXVII-O/97); AG/RES. 1562 (XXVIII-O/98); AG/RES. 1616 (XXVIII-O/98); AG/RES. 1781 (XXXI-O/01); and AG/RES. 1924 (XXXIII-O/03).

In resolution AG/RES. 2040 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly instructed the Permanent Council to give appropriate follow-up to the implementation of the conclusions and recommendations of REMJA-V and to convene the meetings referred to therein, which will be held within the resources allocated in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.

The Permanent Council was also instructed to present a report to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session on the implementation of the resolution. 


The Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs did a follow-up on REMJA-V’s conclusions and recommendations at the CAJP meeting of December 16, 2004.  The draft resolution on the subject (CP/CAJP-2260/05 rev. 2) was approved by the CAJP, then considered and approved by the Permanent Council at its meeting of April 13 for presentation to the General Assembly as document AG/doc.4372/05.

54.
Combating the commercial sexual exploitation of children and illicit trafficking in children in the Hemisphere
This topic was included on the General Assembly’s agenda for the first time at the request of the Permanent Mission of Costa Rica, to be taken up at the thirty-fourth regular session.

In resolution AG/RES. 2050 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly instructed the Permanent Council to convene a special meeting of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs during the first quarter of 2005, to consider the documents presented by the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM), the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN), the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA) and the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), and to recommend future measures to be taken in this regard.

The Permanent Council was also instructed to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session on the implementation of the resolution.

At its meeting of October 29, 2004, the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs decided that when preparing for the special meeting in question, it would take into account the results of the meeting held pursuant to General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2019 (XXXIV-O/04): “Fighting the Crime of Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women, Adolescents, and Children.”
For this topic, the Committee has formed a Working Group to Prepare for the Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons.  Under consideration by the Committee is a draft resolution on the subject (CP/CG-1637/05) for possible consideration by the Permanent Council and subsequent presentation to the General Assembly. 

55.
Promotion of and respect for international humanitarian law

The General Assembly has issued many resolutions on this topic:  AG/RES. 1270 (XXIV-O/94); AG/RES. 1335 (XXV-O/95); AG/RES. 1408 (XXVI-O/96); AG/RES. 1503 (XXVII-O/97); AG/RES. 1565 (XXVIII-O/98); AG/RES. 1619 (XXIX-O/99); AG/RES. 1706 (XXX-O/00); AG/RES. 1770 and AG/RES. 1771 (XXXI-O/01); AG/RES. 1990 (XXXII-O/02); AG/RES. 1904 (XXXII-O/02), and AG/RES. 1944 (XXXIII-O/03).

In resolution AG/RES. 2052 (XXXIV-O/04) the General Assembly requested the General Secretariat to continue to organize, through the Secretariat for Legal Affairs and in coordination with the ICRC, governmental conferences to disseminate and reinforce the implementation of international humanitarian law and related inter-American conventions.  It also instructed the Permanent Council to continue to organize, in cooperation with the ICRC, special meetings on topical issues in the area of international humanitarian law.

Lastly, the Assembly instructed the Permanent Council to present a report to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session on the implementation of the resolution.

At its meeting of October 29, 2004, the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs examined this topic and decided to hold the special meeting on April 1, 2005.  The event was organized by the General Secretariat, in cooperation with the International Committee of the Red Cross.

The Committee is considering a draft resolution on the subject (CP/CAJP-2280/05) for consideration by the Permanent Council and subsequent presentation to the General Assembly.
56.
Support for the Program of Integral Action against Antipersonnel Mines in Central America

The Mine-Clearing Program in Central America (PADCA) was established by the Organization of American States in 1991 in response to requests from Central American countries affected by antipersonnel land mines (Costa Rica, Honduras, Guatemala, and Nicaragua).  PADCA evolved to become the Program for Comprehensive Action against Antipersonnel Mines (AICMA). Since May 1995, general coordination and supervision of the AICMA has been the responsibility of the General Secretariat, through its Unit for the Promotion of Democracy (UPD) (now called the Office of Humanitarian Mine Action – OHMA), with technical assistance from the Inter-American Defense Board (IADB).  The AICMA is a humanitarian program focused on restoring citizen confidence and security and diminishing the threat posed by landmines and other explosive devices. The General Assembly has repeatedly issued resolutions on this topic: AG/RES. 1299 (XIV-O/94); AG/RES. 1335 (XXV-O/95); AG/RES. 1343 (XXV-O/95); AG/RES. 1141 (XXVI-O/96); AG/RES. 1496 (XXVII-O/97); AG/RES. 1569 (XXVIII-O/98); AG/RES. 1644 (XXIX-O/99); AG/RES. 1751 (XXX-O/00); AG/RES. 1793 (XXXI-O/01); AG/RES. 1878 (XXXII/O/02),  and AG/RES. 1934 (XXXIII-O/03).

In resolution AG/RES. 1995 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly encouraged the Central American states in their efforts to continue treating demining as a priority issue and to generate the political will necessary for the Hemisphere to maintain its global position at the forefront of this vital humanitarian task.  The General Assembly also sought to reinforce the resources available for the AICMA by again calling upon the member states, permanent observers, and the international community to continue to lend their indispensable support and cooperation to the Program for Comprehensive Action against Antipersonnel Mines (AICMA), by asking the Secretary General to continue efforts with donors, and by instructing the General Secretariat to continue to provide to the Central American countries with the support necessary to continue the AICMA and related programs. 

The General Assembly also asked the Inter-American Defense Board to continue to provide technical advice to AICMA.

Finally, the Assembly asked the General Secretariat to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session on the implementation of the resolution.


The Committee on Hemispheric Security has received a preliminary report from the OHMA on the current status of the AICMA and, on May 3, approved a draft resolution (CP/CSH-690/05 rev. 1) for presentation to the Permanent Council.

57.
Transparency and confidence- and security-building in the Americas

In establishing the Committee on Hemispheric Security, the Permanent Council established confidence- and security-building in the Americas as one of its permanent agenda items.  Since then, this agenda has been enriched by two Regional Conferences on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures (1995 and 1998), a Special Conference on Security (2003), two meetings on the security of small island states of the Caribbean (2004), a meeting of experts (2004), and the convening of the Committee as the Forum on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures, held April 25 and 26, 2005.

This Forum is being held pursuant to the General Assembly mandate contained in resolution AG/RES. 1996 (XXXIV-O/04), operative paragraph 6.  This Forum is considered an important step forward in the dynamic process of responding to the security realities of the Americas, considering that in the Declaration of Bridgetown, the member states have recognized that “security threats, concerns and other challenges in the hemispheric context are of diverse nature and multidimensional scope, and that the traditional concept and approach must be expanded to encompass new and non-traditional threats, which include political, economic, social, health, and environmental aspects” (Declaration of Bridgetown, AG/DEC. 27 (XXXII-O/02).  The Forum has been entrusted with the job of reviewing and evaluating existing measures and devising new measures.
In resolution AG/RES. 1996 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly again urged all member states to provide or continue to provide such reports and information on the application of CSBMs and requested that the General Secretariat and the Inter-American Defense Board update the inventory of CSBMs and that the Board also update its inventory of CSBMS in other regions.  In this resolution, the General Assembly recognized how important it was that the Committee continue to exchange experiences with other regions in the area of confidence- and security-building measures through other international organizations working on the subject, such as the United Nations, the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE), and the Association of South-East Asian Nations Regional Forum (ARF).
The inventories from the General Secretariat and the Inter-American Defense Board and the reports in question were received in the context of the Forum in April 2005.
The Permanent Council was asked to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session on the implementation of this resolution.


On May 9, the Committee on Hemispheric Security approved a draft resolution (CP/CSH-693/05) for presentation to the Permanent Council.

58.
Proliferation of and illicit trafficking in small arms and light weapons

The General Assembly has issued the following resolutions on this topic:  AG/RES. 1642 (XXIX-O/99); AG/RES. 1744 (XXX-O/00); AG/RES. 1796 (XXXI-O/01); AG/RES. 1797 (XXXI-O/01); AG/RES. 1888 (XXXII-O/02) and AG/RES. 1968 (XXXIII-O/03).

In resolution AG/RES. 1997 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly encouraged the member states to implement the United Nations Programme of Action to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects (UN Programme of Action) and to apply the Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials (CIFTA); it asked the General Secretariat to present to the Permanent Council the report and its recommendations on the Seminar on Identification, Collection, Stockpile Management, and Destruction of Small Arms and Light Weapons; it encouraged the member states to ratify the United Nations Protocol Against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Their Parts and Components and Ammunition and to participate in the United Nations Open-ended Working Group to Negotiate an International Instrument to Enable States to Identify and Trace, in a Timely and Reliable Manner, Illicit Small Arms and Light Weapons (OEWG).

To these ends, it requested the support of the General Secretariat, the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD), the Inter-American Defense Board (IADB) and the Inter-American Defense College (IADC), in their respective areas of competence.
It also requested reports from the Permanent Council and the Secretary General concerning the present resolution’s implementation, to be delivered to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session.

The Committee on Hemispheric Security is considering a draft resolution on this subject (CP/CSH-688/05) for presentation to the Permanent Council.

59.
Follow-up to the Special Conference on Security

The Special Conference on Security was held in Mexico City, Mexico, October 27 and 28, 2003.
In resolution AG/RES. 1998 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly endorsed the Declaration on Security in the Americas emanating from the Special Conference on Security and requested that the Permanent Council, through the Committee on Hemispheric Security, perform the various functions recommended by the Conference.  Salient among these were those related to the application, evaluation, and follow-up of the Declaration; coordination of the cooperation among the organs, agencies, entities, and mechanisms of the Organization of American States related to the various aspects of security and defense in the Hemisphere; maintaining the necessary liaison with other institutions and mechanisms, whether subregional, regional, or international, related to the various aspects of security and defense in the Hemisphere; preparing coordinated strategies and integrated action plans related to the new threats, concerns, and other challenges to hemispheric security; continuing the process of study and assessment of the Inter-American Treaty of Reciprocal Assistance (Rio Treaty) and the American Treaty on Pacific Settlement (Pact of Bogotá), and conclusion of its analysis and discussions on the juridical and institutional link between the OAS and the Inter-American Defense Board (IADB).

As for the support from the General Secretariat, in that same resolution the General Assembly instructed the Secretary General to strengthen the capacity of the General Secretariat to better serve the member states and political bodies of the OAS on matters of hemispheric security, including substantive and secretariat support to the Committee on Hemispheric Security.  It also requested the General Secretariat to prepare a report on how member states can support efforts, agreements, and mechanisms to prevent conflicts and bring about the peaceful settlement of disputes.

Since the adoption of the Declaration on Security in the Americas, the Committee and its Chair have been conducting consultations, insofar as possible, to follow up on this resolution, and have made progress in some areas.  The Committee will persist in these efforts in the upcoming period so as to be able to present a full report on the Declaration’s implementation and its own compliance with the resolution.
The Permanent Council was asked to report on the resolution’s implementation to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session, and to present whatever recommendations it deemed pertinent.


On May 3, the Committee on Hemispheric Security approved the draft resolution contained in document CP/CSH-672/05 rev.2 for presentation to the Permanent Council.

60.
Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials (CIFTA)

The General Assembly has issued the following resolutions pertaining to CIFTA:  AG/RES. 1 (XXIV-E/97); AG/RES. 1621 (XXIX-O/99); AG/RES. 1750 (XXX-O/00); AG/RES. 1800 (XXXI-O/01); AG/RES. 1874 (XXXII-O/02); AG/RES. 1972 (XXXIII-O/03) and AG/RES. 1999 (XXXIV-O/04).

In the latest of these resolutions, the General Assembly used as the basis for future action in this area, the Declaration of Bogotá on the Functioning and Application of the Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials (Declaration of Bogotá), which the states parties of the CIFTA adopted in Bogotá, Colombia, in March 2004.  In effect, the General Assembly supported the recommendations contained in the Declaration and entrusted the necessary decisions to the Permanent Council.  Among these is adoption of a method for the development of model legislation on the subjects to which the CIFTA refers and that are not contemplated in the CICAD Model Regulations, and convocation of a single group of experts for CIFTA-CICAD in order to make progress toward the preparation of that model legislation.  The General Assembly also requested the Secretariat to direct the Consultative Committee, through the Secretariat pro tempore, to report periodically to the Committee on Hemispheric Security of the Permanent Council on developments in implementing that Declaration so that the latter Committee may take them into account when preparing coordinated strategies and comprehensive plans of action to face the new threats, concerns, and other challenges to hemispheric security, referred to, inter alia, in the Declaration on Security in the Americas.

The Permanent Council was asked to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session on the implementation of this resolution.

Pursuant to the decisions reached in the Declaration of Bogotá, at its sixth regular meeting, held on April 14 and 15, 2005, the Consultative Committee of the CIFTA approved the proposed method and other recommendations pertaining to the CIFTA-CICAD group of experts.  Those recommendations and the proposed method will be submitted to the Council, by way of the Committee on Hemispheric Security.

61.
The Americas as a biological- and chemical-weapons-free region

The Assembly has issued the following resolutions on this topic:  AG/RES. 1236 (XXIII-O/93); AG/RES. 1624 (XXIX-O/99); AG/RES. 1966 (XXXIII-O/03), and AG/RES. 2000 (XXXIV-O/04).

The focus of resolution AG/RES. 2000 (XXXIV-O/04) is on study and analysis of the member states’ fulfillment of their shared commitment to make the Americas a region free of biological and chemical weapons, and prevention and elimination of weapons of mass destruction.  The operative paragraphs of this resolution point up the fact that this challenge fits into the framework of the Chemical Weapons Convention and the Biological Weapons Convention
/ and underscore how important it is that the member states sign, ratify and implement them. 

The Permanent Council was asked to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session on the resolution’s implementation.

On May 6, the Committee on Hemispheric Security approved a draft resolution on the subject (CP/CSH-689. rev. 1) for presentation to the Permanent Council.
62.
Limitation of military spending


The Assembly has issued the following resolutions on this topic: AG/RES. 1694 (XXIX-O/99), AG/RES. 1887 (XXXII-O/02), AG/RES. 1963 (XXXIII-O/03) and AG/RES. 2001 (XXXIV-O/04).

In resolution AG/RES. 2001 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly instructed the Permanent Council to continue considering, in the context of the work of the Committee on Hemispheric Security and in compliance with the mandate contained in the Declaration adopted at the Third Summit of the Americas (Quebec City, 2001), the topic of limitation of military expenditures and the promotion of greater transparency in the acquisition of arms, bearing in mind, among other elements, the legitimate security and defense needs of states and unilateral, bilateral, subregional, and hemispheric perspectives of the topic, and to organize, during the first half of 2005, a meeting of the Committee with experts on the subject and representatives of relevant subregional and international bodies participating.


The Permanent Council was asked to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session on the implementation of this resolution.


Because information-sharing on the limitation of military spending has been regarded as a confidence-and security-building measure, this resolution was taken up at the Forum on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures, held on April 25 and 26, 2005.  The Committee on Hemispheric Security will report on the outcome of the consideration of this topic.

63.
Support for action against antipersonnel mines in Ecuador and Peru


The General Assembly has issued resolutions on this topic since 1996:  AG/RES. 1411 (XXVI-O/96); AG/RES. 1496 (XXVII-O/97); AG/RES. 1569 (XXVIII-O/98); AG/RES. 1745 (XXX-O/00); AG/RES. 1792 (XXXI-O/01); AG/RES. 1875 (XXXII-O/02) and AG/RES. 1934 (XXXIII-O/03).


In resolution AG/RES. 2002 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly acknowledged the work accomplished by the Governments of Ecuador and Peru in destroying their stockpiles and in mine-clearing in common border areas and in other areas of their respective territories and in promoting education on the risks posed by antipersonnel mines.  The General Assembly also encouraged the Governments of Ecuador and Peru to continue their intensive cooperation in the area of mine action as an innovative form of confidence- and security-building.  The Assembly also recognized the important role played by the Program for Comprehensive Action against Antipersonnel Mines (AICMA), with programs to support comprehensive action against antipersonnel mines in Ecuador and Peru, including work on humanitarian mine-clearing programs, the physical and psychological rehabilitation of victims and their families, prevention education, and the social and economic reclamation of demined areas.  The General Assembly asked the General Secretariat to continue the AICMA and to carry on the work of identifying and raising voluntary contributions from member states, permanent observers, and other states, as well as other organizations, to the Specific Fund intended to continue to finance mine-clearing and comprehensive action programs against antipersonnel mines carried out by Ecuador and Peru in their respective territories.
The Permanent Council and the General Secretariat were asked to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session on the implementation of the resolution. 

On May 3, the Committee on Hemispheric Security approved a draft resolution on this subject (CP/CSH-679/05) for possible presentation to the Permanent Council. 

64.
The Americas as an antipersonnel-land-mine-free zone


The General Assembly has issued a number of resolutions on this topic wherein it reaffirmed the goals of the global elimination of antipersonnel land mines and the transformation of the Americas into an antipersonnel-land-mine-free zone:  resolutions AG/RES. 1411 (XXVI-O/96); AG/RES. 1496 (XXVII-O/97); AG/RES. 1569 (XXVIII-O/98); AG/RES. 1644 (XXIX-O/99); AG/RES. 1794 (XXXI-O/01); AG/RES. 1889 (XXXII-O/02); AG/RES. 1936 (XXXIII-O/03) and AG/RES. 2003 (XXXIV-O/04).

In resolution AG/RES. 2003 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly expressed profound concern over the presence in the Americas of thousands of antipersonnel land mines and other undetonated explosive devices, which posed a serious threat to the safety, health, and lives of local civilian populations.  In this resolution, the General Assembly reaffirmed the goals of the global elimination of antipersonnel land mines and the conversion of the Americas into an antipersonnel-land-mine-free zone through stockpile destruction, mine clearance, physical and psychological rehabilitation of victims, socio-economic reclamation of de-mined areas, and education on the danger of mines.  The Assembly acknowledged the progress that a number of member states had made in this area and urged all member states to continue to regard mine action as a national and regional priority.

The Assembly took stock of this matter from the hemispheric and international perspectives, recognizing the role of the Program for Comprehensive Action against Antipersonnel Mines (AICMA) and of the Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on Their Destruction (Ottawa Convention).  It made reference to the United Nations Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Certain Conventional Weapons Which May Be Deemed to Be Excessively Injurious or to Have Indiscriminate Effects and the five protocols thereto, and to the Nairobi Summit on a Mine-Free World, the First Review Conference of the member states to the Ottawa Convention.  The General Assembly called upon the member states and the Permanent Council to take a number of measures toward achieving the goal of making the Americas a land-mine-free zone and reiterated how important it was that all member states participate in the OAS Register of Antipersonnel Land Mines.

The Permanent Council was asked to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session on the implementation of this resolution.


The Committee on Hemispheric Security has held various meetings on the subject.  On May 9, it approved a draft resolution (CP/CSH-674/05), which it will refer to the Permanent Council for the General Assembly’s consideration.

65.
Adoption of a comprehensive inter-American strategy to combat threats to cybersecurity:  a multidimensional and multidisciplinary approach to creating a culture of cybersecurity

In resolution AG/RES. 2004 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly adopted the Comprehensive Inter-American Cybersecurity Strategy:  A Multidimensional and Multidisciplinary Approach to Creating a Culture of Cybersecurity.  Its goal is to increase cybersecurity through the member states’ implementation of this strategy.  The Assembly urged the member states to establish or identify national "alert, watch, and warning” groups, also known as “Computer Security Incident Response Teams” (CSIRTs).  The Assembly also asked the Permanent Council, through the Committee on Hemispheric Security, to continue to address this issue and to facilitate the coordination efforts to implement the Strategy, in particular the efforts of government experts, the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE), the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL), the Group of Governmental Experts on Cyber-crime of the Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA), and other appropriate organs of the OAS. 


The General Assembly also requested the secretariats of CICTE and CITEL, and the Group of Governmental Experts on Cyber-crime of REMJA to assist member states, when so requested, with the implementation of the respective portions of the Strategy, and to submit a joint report to the Permanent Council, through the Committee on Hemispheric Security, on their compliance with this resolution, prior to the thirty-fifth regular session of the General Assembly.


The Permanent Council was instructed to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session on the resolution’s implementation.


The Assembly resolved to support Strategy follow-up, particularly by holding a second meeting of government cybersecurity practitioners, to be convened by CICTE on the subject of cybersecurity.


The Committee on Hemispheric Security will study the topic when the joint report is presented.  Note will also be made of CICTE’s decision to hold the meeting of government cybersecurity practitioners in the second half of 2005.
66.
Addressing extreme poverty, inequality, and social exclusion as a means of strengthening hemispheric security.

The new concept of hemispheric security encompasses economic and social aspects among the new and nontraditional threats [Declaration of Bridgetown: The Multidimensional Approach to Hemispheric Security (AG/DEC. 27 (XXXII-O/02)].  The topic of extreme poverty, inequality and social exclusion are taken in this context in resolution AG/RES. 2005 (XXXIV-O/04) and in the Declaration on Security in the Americas, adopted at the Special Conference on Security. 

In resolution AG/RES. 2005 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly instructed the Permanent Council to include the topic “addressing extreme poverty, inequality, and social exclusion as a means of strengthening hemispheric security” on the agenda of the Committee on Hemispheric Security, for the purpose of examining, from a strategic point of view, the risks that the persistence of extreme poverty, inequality, and social exclusion in the region posed to hemispheric security.

The Permanent Council is to report to the General Assembly once the report of the Committee on Hemispheric Security has been received.

67.
Special security concerns of the small island states of the Caribbean 

Mindful that the small island States of the Caribbean have their own particular security concerns that make them particularly vulnerable and susceptible to risks and threats of a multidimensional and transnational nature, the Organization has, since 1996, been addressing the topic from the perspective of confidence- and security-building: AG/RES. 1410 (XXVI-O/96); AG/RES. 1497 (XXVII-O/97); AG/RES. 1567 (XXVIII-O/98); AG/RES. 1640 (XXIX-O/99); AG/RES. 1902 (XXXI-O/01); AG/RES. 1886 (XXXII-O/03); AG/RES. 1970 (XXXIII-O/03), and AG/RES. 2006 (XXXIV-O/04).

In resolution AG/RES. 2006 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly demonstrated its continuing interest in this issue, instructing the Permanent Council to remain seized of the issues which impact the security of small island states and, to that end, through its Committee on Hemispheric Security, to hold an annual meeting dedicated to the consideration of these issues, including the evaluation of progress made and the development of strategies for advancing implementation of the relevant resolutions of the General Assembly.
In that resolution the General Assembly also requested that, in support of the small island states’ efforts to address their special security concerns, the Permanent Council, through the Committee on Hemispheric Security, should coordinate with the appropriate organs, agencies, and entities of the inter-American system, and maintain the necessary liaison with other institutions and mechanisms related to the various aspects of security and defense in the Hemisphere.  Those consultations were to include the appropriate organs, agencies, and entities of CARICOM.


The Assembly also requested the cooperation of the member states and the support of the relevant organs, agencies, and entities of the inter-American system for the island states of the Caribbean.

The Permanent Council and the Secretary General were requested to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session on the implementation of this resolution.

The Committee on Hemispheric Security is considering a draft resolution on this topic (CP/CSH-709/05) for presentation to the Permanent Council.
68.
Disarmament and nonproliferation education
Through resolution AG/RES. 2007 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly took note of the United Nations Study on Disarmament and Non-Proliferation Education, prepared by the United Nations Secretary-General with the assistance of governmental experts.  It also recalled that some of the recommendations of that study were directed at regional organizations, and that the Organization of American States could make a significant contribution toward the recommendations’ implementation.

It therefore invited the member states to give consideration to the recommendations contained in the aforementioned United Nations study in order to strengthen education and training for disarmament and nonproliferation. 

No specific mandates for the Permanent Council appear in that resolution.  Nevertheless, it was assigned to the Committee on Hemispheric Security to be studied within the broader framework of disarmament and nonproliferation.  At its meeting of May 10, the Committee approved a draft resolution for consideration by the Permanent Council (CP/CSH-699/05).
69.
Inter-American support for the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty


The General Assembly has issued the following resolutions on this topic:  AG/RES. 1747 (XXX/O/00); AG/RES. 1791 (XXXI-O/01); AG/RES. 1876 (XXXII-O/02); AG/RES. 1938 (XXXIII-O/03), and AG/RES. 2008 (XXXIV-O/04).

In resolution AG/RES. 2008 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly entrusted the Permanent Council with holding, through its Committee on Hemispheric Security, a special meeting in 2005, on a worldwide comprehensive nuclear test ban, with the participation of the Agency for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (OPANAL), the United Nations, the Preparatory Commission for the CTBT Organization, and other international institutions with competence in this area.


Those states of the Hemisphere that had not yet done so, were urged to sign and/or ratify the CTBT, as appropriate, to implement the Measures to Promote the Entry into Force of the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT), and to refrain from contravening the spirit of the obligations set forth therein.

The Permanent Council was instructed to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session on the implementation of this resolution.

The Committee will consider a draft resolution (CP/CSH-698/05) for presentation to the Permanent Council.
70.
Consolidation of the regime established in the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (Treaty of Tlatelolco)

The General Assembly has issued the following resolutions on this topic:  AG/RES. 1499 (XXVII-O/97); AG/RES. 1571 (XXVIII-O/98); AG/RES. 1622 (XXIX-O/99); AG/RES. 1748 (XXX-O/00); AG/RES. 1798 (XXXI-O/01); AG/RES. 1903 (XXXII-O/02); AG/RES. 1937 (XXXIII-O/03), and AG/RES. 2009 (XXXIV-O/04).


In resolution AG/RES. 2009 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly urged those states of the region that had not yet done so to sign or ratify the amendments to the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (Treaty of Tlatelolco).  It also called upon those States that had not yet done so to negotiate and implement comprehensive agreements with the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). 
For follow-up of this resolution, the Permanent Council was entrusted with holding, in the framework of the Committee on Hemispheric Security, a meeting on consolidation of the regime established in the Treaty of Tlatelolco, with the support of OPANAL and the participation of the United Nations and other international organizations competent in the area.  Further, recognizing the work of OPANAL in ensuring compliance with the obligations undertaken in the Treaty of Tlatelolco and reaffirming the importance of strengthening OPANAL as the appropriate legal and political forum for ensuring unqualified observance of the Treaty of Tlatelolco in its zone of application and for promoting cooperation with the agencies of other nuclear-weapon-free zones, the Assembly urged OPANAL to maintain appropriate ties or contact with the OAS Committee on Hemispheric Security.

The Permanent Council is to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session on the implementation of this resolution.

The Committee will consider a draft resolution on this subject (CP/CSH-673/05) for submission to the Permanent Council.
71.
Natural disaster reduction

In 1999, the General Assembly established the Inter-American Committee on Natural Disaster Reduction (IACNDR) through resolution AG/RES. 1682 (XXXIX-O/99).  Since then, the Assembly has entrusted the IACNDR and the Permanent Council with measures aimed at supporting the member states in their efforts to reduce natural disasters and mitigate their effects:  AG/RES. 1803 (XXXI-O/01), AG/RES. 1855 (XXXII-O/02), AG/RES. 1955 (XXXIII-O/03), and AG/RES. 2024 (XXXIV-O/04).
In resolution AG/RES. 2024 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly reiterated the mandates contained in previous resolutions on this subject.  

In this resolution, it underscored the importance of the IACNDR in addressing matters relating to natural disasters, particularly emergency preparedness, vulnerability reduction, disaster response, and disaster recovery and reconstruction efforts.  It also observed the increasing impact of natural hazard events on the populations and the economic and social infrastructure of the member states, and recalled that in the Declaration on Security in the Americas the states of the Hemisphere expressed concern over natural and man-made disasters that afflict them and cause greater devastation in the most vulnerable states that have not yet developed adequate prevention and mitigation capabilities. 

The member states were urged to take the necessary measures to strengthen the existing inter-American mechanisms and to develop new cooperation mechanisms to improve and broaden the region’s response capability in preventing and mitigating the effects of these disasters, and the measures necessary to be in a position to respond effectively and swiftly to natural disasters by strengthening existing bilateral, subregional, and multilateral actions and institutions.

The Assembly also highlighted the importance of the Summit of the Americas on Sustainable Development, held in Santa Cruz de la Sierra, and the Inter-American Strategy for Policy on Vulnerability Reduction, Risk Management, and Disaster Reduction (IASP) prepared by the IACNDR.


The Assembly also reminded the General Secretariat that the Inter-Committee on Sustainable Development of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) had requested periodic reports on the progress made by the sectors in vulnerability reduction of populations and economic and social infrastructures to natural hazards.

The IACNDR was asked to report periodically to the Permanent Council on its implementation of this and prior resolutions and on the progress of its work.


The Committee on Hemispheric Security has created two working groups to come up with a coordinated policy on and approach to this subject matter within the Organization.  Particular attention is being devoted to the operation of the IACNDR and its relationship to other inter-American bodies active in this area, the application and effectiveness of FONDEM and the Inter-American Convention to Facilitate Disaster Assistance, and a set of practical measures and activities that can be undertaken within the OAS. 

These working groups’ recommendations will be studied and a draft resolution (CP/CSH-707/05 rev. 2) is under consideration for presentation to the General Assembly.

72.
Fighting transnational organized crime in the Hemisphere


In resolution AG/RES. 2026 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly resolved that the topic of transnational organized crime, in its different manifestations, was to continue to be studied by the various OAS entities that had been doing so within their respective spheres of competence, such as the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD), the Consultative Committee of the Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials (CIFTA), the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM), the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN), the Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA), the Hemispheric Information Exchange Network for Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters, the Follow-up Mechanism for the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption (MESICIC), and, for those aspects where it is deemed pertinent, the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE).


With a view to consolidating a shared vision of the effort now being carried forward by the Organization through its various bodies, promoting increased coordination and integration of such efforts at the hemispheric level, and ensuring that the OAS consolidated its position as a regional forum for effective cooperation against transnational organized crime, taking as a point of reference the provisions of the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime (Palermo Convention) and the protocols thereto, the Permanent Council was instructed to convene a group of experts, through its Committee on Hemispheric Security, to consider the advisability of drawing up a hemispheric plan of action against transnational organized crime. 

Lastly, the Permanent Council was instructed to follow up on this resolution and to present a report on its implementation to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session.

The Committee on Hemispheric Security has been preparing for the meeting of experts in consultation with the entities identified in the resolution.  It is studying a draft resolution (CP/CSH-712/05) for presentation to the Permanent Council and consideration by the General Assembly.

73.
Central American Democratic Security Model
Resolution AG/RES. 2053 (XXXIV-O/04) is assigned to the Committee on Hemispheric Security, although it contains no specific mandates for the Permanent Council.
In it the Central American states that had ratified it were urged to continue working on implementation of their successful Framework Treaty on Democratic Security and their initiatives, among others, with respect to the public security of persons and property, overcoming poverty, in particular extreme poverty, and corruption.  The Central American States were also encouraged to take advantage of the support of relevant organs, agencies, entities, and mechanisms of the OAS and of the inter-American system to facilitate their process for promoting subregional security.
The General Secretariat was instructed to support, within the framework of the Organization’s work programs, the development of initiatives presented by Central America in connection with the Central American Democratic Security Model.

The Commission will receive the reports of the Central American States that choose to report on the matter.

74.
The Americas as a zone of peace and cooperation
The first time this topic appeared on the General Assembly’s agenda was on the occasion of the thirty-fourth regular session, at the request of the Delegation of Ecuador.
In resolution AG/RES. 2054 (XXXIV-O/04), the Permanent Council was asked to continue to consider, in the Committee on Hemispheric Security, the topic of zones of peace and cooperation in the region, which would help to consolidate confidence-building measures in the various fields of defense and security and promote fruitful hemispheric cooperation.

The Permanent Council was also asked to report on the matter to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session.

The Committee on Hemispheric Security will study this resolution at a forthcoming meeting on confidence- and security-building.
75.
Strengthening of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM)


In resolution AG/RES. 2021 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly instructed the Permanent Council, through the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP), to invite the CIM Executive Secretary to present periodic reports on the financial resources needed to fulfill its mandates.


The Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs will examine the report.


The General Committee is considering a draft resolution on this topic (CP/CG-1626/05) for possible presentation to the General Assembly.

76.
Program-budget of the Organization for 2005; quotas and contributions to FEMCIDI for 2005

Resolution AG/RES. 2059 (XXXIV-O/04) contains a number of mandates entrusted to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs.  In its annual report to the General Assembly, which will have the respective draft resolution attached, the Committee will report on the implementation of the following mandates: 


Review of budgetary appropriations


In resolution AG/RES. 2017 (XXXIV-O/04), the Secretary General, in keeping with the authority conferred on him in Article 113 of the Charter of the Organization of American States, was entrusted with presenting to the Permanent Council, by January 31, 2005, a plan for restructuring the OAS General Secretariat, taking into account documents arising from previous General Secretariat restructuring exercises, the various studies and reports submitted by the bodies and agencies of the Organization, the Management Study of the Operations of the General Secretariat, his own views, and the thinking expressed at the special meeting.


In resolution AG/RES. 2059 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly authorized the Permanent Council to review and approve, on the basis of the Restructuring Plan submitted by the new Secretary General, as required, modifications to the 2005 program-budget. 

The Restructuring Plan was presented to the Permanent Council within the allotted time frame, together with the revised version of the budget approved for 2005.  On two different occasions, the Permanent Council considered the Restructuring Plan, titled “Reorganization of the General Secretariat” and contained in Executive Order No. 05-03 (CP/INF. 5126/05):  first on January 26, 2005 and then at the meeting held on February 2, 2005.  The Council took note of the Reorganization reflected in document CP/INF. 5126/05 (Executive Order No. 05-03) and decided to refer the revised budget for 2005 (CP/doc.3970/04) to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs for consideration.
The Committee considered the revised version of the program-budget approved for 2005 at the informal meeting it held on February 9, 2005. 

At the Permanent Council meeting of March 16, 2005, the Director of the Department of Administration and Finance reported on the critical financial situation the General Secretariat faced in the execution of the 2005 program-budget because the member state quotas had not been received.

The financial situation was studied by the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs at the March 30 meeting of the Permanent Council.  The Chair of the CAAP reported on the outcome of those deliberations (CP/CAAP-2735/05).
At the April 15 meeting of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs, the Director of the Department of Administration and Finance presented document CP/CAAP-2742/05, reporting on the projected shortfalls in the maintenance accounts of the 2005 budget.


Changes in staffing and organizational structure


In resolution AG/RES. 2059 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly instructed the incoming Secretary General, in exercise of the authority that Article 113 of the OAS Charter gives to him to organize the structure of the General Secretariat and in compliance with the mandate to present a Restructuring Plan to the Permanent Council by January 31, 2005, to take into account the recommendations made in the Management Study, together with the report of the Permanent Council containing recommendations on that study (CP/doc.3907/04), the report and recommendations of the Permanent Council emanating from the private meeting that was to be held in June 2004, and the Inspector General’s comments on the Management Study, as well as other pertinent documents on the restructuring of the General Secretariat drawn up in prior years by the Secretariat and other organs and entities of the Organization; to include in the Restructuring Plan the proposed modifications to the program-budget necessary for the implementation of that plan for the approval of the Permanent Council, to the extent necessary, under Article 103 of the General Standards; and to proceed promptly with the implementation of the Restructuring Plan, after having received the observations of the Permanent Council on the Plan and subject to the availability of approved resources.

In that resolution the Secretary General was asked to report quarterly to the Permanent Council on the progress made in implementing the Plan.

The General Assembly also extended the Permanent Council’s mandate under resolution AG/RES. 1974 (XXXIII-O/03) to approve a system to establish and periodically adjust salaries of staff members in countries where the United Nations does not circulate salary scales or post adjustments.
The Restructuring Plan was presented to the Permanent Council within the prescribed time period, together with the revised version of the program-budget approved for 2005.  The Permanent Council considered the Restructuring Plan, titled “Reorganization of the General Secretariat” contained in Executive Order No. 05-03. (CP/INF. 5126/05) on two different occasions:  first on January 26, 2005, then again at the February 2, 2005 meeting.  The Council decided to take note of the Restructuring Plan described in document CP/INF. 5126/05 (Executive Order No. 05-03), which took effect on January 25, 2005.


At the meeting held on September 21, 2004, the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs considered the issue of the salaries of staff members posted in countries where the United Nations does not circulate salary scales and post adjustments.  As a result of those deliberations the Chair of the CAAP presented to the Permanent Council a report and the corresponding draft resolution, which the Council adopted at its meeting of October 22, 2004 [CP/RES. 871 (1453/04), “Salary Scale System for Staff Members in Countries Where the United Nations Does Not Circulate Salary Scales”].

Performance contracts (CPRs)

In resolution AG/RES. 2059 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly reiterated the instruction to the General Secretariat set out in paragraph III.A.4 of resolution AG/RES. 1 (XXVII-E/00) that it continue to submit to the Permanent Council every six months a report on all CPRs funded by any source.

The report was presented to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs on April 18 in compact disc form.

Fundraising


In resolution AG/RES. 2059 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly instructed the General Secretariat to provide a detailed report to the Permanent Council by October 31, 2004, on the amounts obtained by each dependency of the General Secretariat and by all other organs and entities financed in whole or in part by the Regular Fund.  This report was to cover the 12-month period ending June 30, 2004, and was to include the following information:  a list of all dependencies and entities involved in fundraising efforts, including any foundations raising funds on behalf of the OAS and its programs; amounts raised, both cash and in-kind; sources of the funds raised; a breakdown of costs incurred by the Regular Fund, in terms of personnel and other expenses, to pursue fundraising efforts and to execute programs financed by the funds raised.
The General Secretariat presented the report requested by the Permanent Council (CP/doc.3956/04), which the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs discussed at its meeting of December 14, 2004.  The Committee took note of the report, noting that it did not reflect the mandate in its entirety.


New sources of revenue
In resolution AG/RES. 2059 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly requested the General Secretariat to present a report on new sources of revenue for the OAS whereby self-financing of its activities might be increased.  This report was to be delivered to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs prior to the thirty-fifth regular session of the General Assembly.

After studying the document, the CAAP is to present a report on the matter.

Offices of the General Secretariat in the member states

This has been a topic of study since 2001, with the adoption of resolution AG/RES. 1839 (XXXI-O/01), which instructed the General Secretariat to evaluate the operations of the offices of the General Secretariat in the member states.  The mandate was renewed in resolutions AG/RES. 1909 (XXXII-O/02) and AG/RES. 1974 (XXXIII-O/03).

In resolution AG/RES. 2059(XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly asked the Secretary General to take measures to ensure that the Offices of the General Secretariat in the Member States are appropriately staffed and funded and to report to the Permanent Council on those measures; it requested the General Secretariat to submit to the Permanent Council, by December 1, 2004, the work plan of each office for 2005, and a report listing all funds or subsidies received from the host government as well as any other income obtained by the office during the 12-month period ending June 30, 2004.  These reports were to conform to uniform basic guidelines established by the Secretary General and were also to identify the minimal activities expected of all offices as well as the specific objectives established for each office by the Secretary General; it extended the Permanent Council’s mandate under paragraph III.A.19 of resolution AG/RES. 1839 (XXXI-O/01) to review the General Secretariat’s evaluation of the operations of the Offices of the General Secretariat in the Member States, set out in document CP/doc.3532/01.

The document containing the work plans (CP/doc.3995/05) was considered by the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs at its meeting of April 15.


Renovation of the Main Building
In resolution AG/RES. 2059 (XXXIV-O/04), the Assembly instructed the General Secretariat to continue to provide to the CAAP quarterly status reports on the details of the renovation projects in the Main Building, including the technology upgrades in the Main and the Administrative Building.  The reports were to include information on completion stages and timetables, and other related matters.

The General Secretariat has been presenting quarterly reports to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CP/CAAP-2721/04 corr. 1, CP/CAAP-2722/04, CP/CAAP-2728/05 corr. 1, CP/doc.3955/04 add. 5, 6, and 7, and CP/doc.3982/05 add. 2 and 4).
At a number of formal and informal meetings, the Committee considered the matter of the renovation of the Simón Bolívar Room.  At its formal meeting of March 16, 2005, the Committee considered the report presented by the Secretariat on the latest adjustments concerning the renovation and its budget.  In the report submitted to the Permanent Council at its meeting of March 30, 2005, the Chair of the CAAP presented the latest recommendations of the Committee on the renovation (CP/CAAP-2736/05).

Scale of quota assessments
Through resolution AG/RES. 1594 (XXVIII-O/98), the General Assembly requested the Permanent Council to review and make recommendations on the scale of quota assessments to the General Assembly at its special session on budgetary matters later that year.  Subsequent General Assembly resolutions AG/RES. 2 (XXV-E/98); AG/RES. 1697 (XXIX-O/99); AG/RES. 1746 (XXX-O/00); AG/RES. 1746 (XXX-O/00); AG/RES. 1839 (XXXI-O/01) and AG/RES. 1909 (XXXII-O/02) and AG/RES. 1974 (XXXIV-O/03) renewed that mandate and instructed the Permanent Council to resume its analysis of the scale of quota assessments mandated under those resolutions and to present a report to the General Assembly at its next regular session for its consideration.

In resolution AG/RES. 2059 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly instructed the Permanent Council to continue its analysis of the scale of quota assessments mandated under resolutions AG/RES. 1594 (XXVIII-O/98), AG/RES. 2 (XXV-E/98), and AG/RES. 1697 (XXIX-O/99), and to present a report to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session for its consideration.
The Committee discussed this matter at a number of informal meetings, where audio-visual presentations were given tracing the evolution of the current system. The topic was considered again during deliberations on the draft resolution pertaining to the proposed program-budget for 2006.  It was decided to include the recommendations on the topic in that draft resolution.
Prototypes for results-based and mandate-based budgets
In resolution AG/RES. 1839 (XXXI-O/01), the General Assembly instructed the General Secretariat to submit to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs a prototype format for the program-budget presentation, including Results-Based Budgeting and Mandate-Based Budgeting, together with another method if it so chose.  The mandate contained in resolution AG/RES. 1839 (XXXI-O/01) was renewed in resolutions AG/RES. 1909 (XXXII-O/02) and AG/RES.1974 (XXXIII-O/03).

In resolution AG/RES. 2059 (XXXIV-O/04), in view of the Restructuring Plan to be presented by the new Secretary General, the General Assembly extended the consideration of the study presented by the General Secretariat pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 1839 (XXXI-O/01) (CP/doc.3526/01) until the thirty-fifth regular session of the General Assembly. 

The Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs has this topic under study.

OAS conferences – Subprogram 10W
Subprogram 10W in each budget contains the resources earmarked to finance the Organization’s conferences and meetings.


In resolution AG/RES. 2059 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly instructed the General Secretariat to present to the Permanent Council, before October 31, 2004, an informative list of conferences and meetings for the year 2005, in accordance with the procedures outlined in document CP/CAAP-2597/02 rev. 2.  In keeping with that mandate, the Office of Conferences and Meetings presented the list (CP/CAAP-2729/05) at the meeting the CAAP held on December 14, 2004.  That list is updated as the necessary information on conferences planned for 2005 is received.
Foundations
In resolution AG/RES. 2059 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly instructed the General Secretariat to provide to the Permanent Council a list of the foundations, nongovernmental organizations (NGOs), and other private entities created by the General Secretariat as of June 30, 2004.  It also asked the Permanent Council to review current procedures for the General Secretariat’s participation in the creation and support of foundations, NGOs, and other such entities, to assess the effectiveness of the foundations, and to establish a systematic means of oversight of those entities by the General Secretariat.
The report (CP/doc.2748/05) has been sent to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs.

Overhead:  Contributions for technical supervision and administrative support

In resolution AG/RES. 2059 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly requested that the Permanent Council review policy decisions necessary to collect, streamline, and make equitable charges to specific funds for overhead, and that the General Secretariat provide the Permanent Council with quarterly reports on all projects financed by specific funds.

The Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs will take up this topic as soon as the pertinent report is received.

Procedures for initiating cooperative agreements

In resolution AG/RES. 2059 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly requested that the General Secretariat submit a report to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP) by September 2004 on those cooperative agreements (including memoranda of understanding and exchanges of letters) signed by the General Secretariat through the IACD since January 1, 2000, under which the General Secretariat has outstanding responsibilities.

The Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs will submit a report to the Permanent Council once it has studied the report.

77.
Increasing and strengthening civil society participation in OAS activities
The General Assembly began its consideration of this topic in 1999 [AG/RES. 1661 (XXIX-O/99); AG/RES. 1668 (XXIX/-O/99)].  The Committee on Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities was created that same year.  The guidelines for civil society participation in OAS activities were approved by the Permanent Council in 1999, and adopted by the General Assembly at its thirtieth regular session [AG/RES. 1707 (XXX-O/00) and AG/RES. 1834 (XXXI-O/01)].  On July 31, 2002, the Special Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and the Committee on Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities were merged, and the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC) was established.  In resolution AG/RES. 1852 (XXXII-O/02), the General Assembly instructed the Permanent Council to devise, hold consultations on, and adopt strategies for increasing and strengthening civil society participation in OAS activities; evaluate the implementation of the guidelines governing relations between civil society organizations and the OAS; and facilitate contributions by civil society organizations to its work and to that of its subsidiary bodies in the areas of competence of those organizations.  The “Strategies for Increasing and Strengthening Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities” were approved by the Permanent Council in resolution CP/RES. 840 (1361/03); in resolution AG/RES. 1915 (XXXIII-O/03), the General Assembly endorsed the Strategies and instructed the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) and the General Secretariat, in coordination with all organs, agencies, and entities of the OAS, to facilitate their implementation.

In resolution AG/RES. 1991 (XXXIV-O/04) the General Assembly instructed the Permanent Council, the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), and the General Secretariat, in coordination with all organs, agencies, and entities of the OAS, to continue to facilitate the implementation of the Strategies for Increasing and Strengthening Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities, approved by the Permanent Council on March 26, 2003 [CP/RES. 840 (1361/03)] and endorsed by resolution AG/RES. 1915 (XXXIII-O/03), “Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities.”  It requested that the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities, with the active participation of the Secretariat for the Summit Process, prepare a report on the results achieved to date with respect to civil society participation in the Summits process and in the activities of the OAS, incorporating the views of registered organizations with respect to access to information, transparency of the mechanisms for participation, and modalities for participation.
The Permanent Council was instructed to present a report to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session on the implementation of this resolution.
The draft resolution prepared by the Chair of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC) was approved by the CISC on April 28 (CP/CISC-170/05).

78.
Follow-up to the Special Summit of the Americas

The Special Summit of the Americas was held in Monterrey, Nuevo León, Mexico.

In resolution AG/RES. 1992 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly instructed the General Secretariat, in the context of resolutions AG/RES. 1994 (XXXIV-O/04), AG/RES. 1965 (XXXIII-O/03), AG/RES. 1847 (XXXII-O/02), AG/RES. 1824 (XXXI-O/01), and AG/RES. 1752 (XXX-O/00), to implement, promote, and increase awareness of the commitments undertaken at the Special Summit of the Americas and to coordinate, through the Secretariat for the Summit Process, the activities and programs of its various units and offices involved in implementation of the commitments set out in the Declaration of Nuevo León.

In that resolution the General Assembly instructed the Permanent Council to coordinate with the other OAS bodies and the institutions of the Joint Summit Working Group, with the support of the Secretariat for the Summit Process and in the context of resolutions AG/RES. 1994 (XXXIV-O/04), AG/RES. 1965 (XXXIII-O/03), AG/RES. 1847 (XXXII-O/02), AG/RES. 1824 (XXXI-O/01), and AG/RES. 1752 (XXX-O/00), in following up on the commitments established in the Declaration of Nuevo León and present a follow-up report to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session. 

That report and the respective draft resolution will be part of the report that the CISC is to present to the Permanent Council for transmittal to the General Assembly.

79.
Mexico City Plan of Action on Decentralization and Strengthening of Municipal and Regional Administrations and Citizen Participation

In resolution AG/RES. 1993 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly expressed its appreciation to the Government of Mexico for organizing the Second Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities Responsible for Policies on Decentralization, Local Government, and Citizen Participation, and for the impetus given by the said meeting to the areas of decentralization, regional and local governance, and civil society participation.  It also thanked the Government of Brazil for its offer to host the third meeting of this hemispheric mechanism, to be held in the second half of 2005, and requested the valuable support of the General Secretariat in organizing the meeting.  Lastly, the General Assembly instructed the Permanent Council to convene that meeting, which will be done.
The Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC) has a draft resolution on this matter (CP/CISC-179/05) under consideration. 
80.
Support for and follow-up to the Summits of the Americas process

After the Summit of the Americas of Miami, the General Assembly established a Special Committee of the Permanent Council on Inter-American Summits Management to ensure efficient and timely follow up of the activities assigned to the OAS and to coordinate, as it deemed necessary, the preparation of future summits.  As mentioned above, this Committee was merged with another committee to become the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC).  In 1998, the Office of Summit Follow-up was established, which through Executive Order 02 of 2003 subsequently became the Secretariat for the Summit Process.  The General Assembly has issued successive resolutions on this topic: AG/RES. 1534 (XXVIII-O/98); AG/RES. 1659 (XIX-O/99); AG/RES. 1752 (XXX-O/00); AG/RES. 1824 (XXXI-O/01), and AG/RES. 1965 (XXXIII-O/03)

In resolution AG/RES. 1994 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly renewed the mandate issued to the Permanent Council to coordinate the activities assigned to the Organization of American States by the Summits of the Americas. 


It instructed the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization to continue to give the highest priority to carrying out the initiatives assigned to them by the General Assembly, in accordance with the mandates of the Summits of the Americas, and to report regularly on these activities, as appropriate, to the Permanent Council, the Inter-American Council for Integral Development, and the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities.


The Assembly also instructed the Permanent Council to continue to promote and facilitate civil society participation in topics assigned to the OAS by the Summits of the Americas process, as well as the efforts of member states to foster such participation.

The Permanent Council was instructed to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session on the implementation of this resolution.

At its meeting of April 28, the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC) approved a draft resolution on this topic (CP/CISC-169/05), which will be submitted to the Permanent Council.

81.
Program for Democratic Governance in the Americas

This topic was first addressed by the General Assembly in declaration AG/DEC. 31 (XXXIII-O/03), “Declaration of Santiago on Democracy and Public Trust:  A New Commitment to Good Governance for the Americas.”  At its regular session in Chile, the General Assembly addressed this issue in resolution AG/RES. 1960 (XXXIII-O/03).
In resolution AG/RES. 2045 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly adopted the document appended to the resolution, titled “Guidelines for the Program for Democratic Governance in the Americas” and requested the Permanent Council to define that program, with the support of the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy and the Unit for Social Development and Education.

The Permanent Council was asked to present a report to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session on the implementation of this resolution.
A draft resolution on this topic (CP/CISC-176/05) will be considered by the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC) for possible presentation to the Permanent Council.

82.
Continued participation in the Inter-American Council for Integral Development by member states that have not ratified the Protocol of Managua

In 1996, with the establishment of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) to replace the former Inter-American Council for Economic and Social Affairs and the Inter-American Council for Education, Science, and Culture, special provisions had to be adopted to allow member states that had not yet ratified the Protocol of Managua when it entered into force, to participate in CIDI and its bodies.  To that end, the General Assembly decided that those member states of the Organization that had not yet deposited their respective instruments of ratification of the Protocol of Managua would be able to participate in the work and activities of CIDI and its organs, and would have the same rights and responsibilities as those member states that had ratified it. 

In resolution AG/RES. 1978 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly urged member states that had signed but not ratified the Protocol of Washington and the Protocol of Managua, which establishes the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), to consider doing so as soon as possible.  In that resolution, the Assembly resolved that the provisions of resolution AG/RES. 2 (XXII-E/96) would remain in force until its next regular session, where the situation would be revisited if at that time there were still member states that had not ratified the Protocol of Managua.  CIDI will report on fulfillment of this mandate.


Inasmuch as there are still states that have not yet ratified the Protocol of Managua, CIDI will consider and recommend to the General Assembly, at its thirty-fifth regular session, that the period of effect of resolution AG/RES. 2 (XXII-E/96) be extended.


The corresponding draft resolution, approved by CIDI at its 10th annual meeting, was submitted to the Assembly, by decision of the Permanent Council at its meeting of May 11, 2005, as document AG/doc.4400/05.

83.
Report of the First Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Culture

In resolution AG/RES. 1980 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly noted that the First Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Culture (CIC) had been held in Mexico and endorsed the Work Plan approved at that meeting for the CIDI.  It also instructed the General Secretariat to continue supporting the process for preparation and follow-up of meetings in the cultural sector, particularly for the Second Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Culture, which was held in Mexico.
The Declaration and Plan of Action approved at that meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Culture will be presented to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session in the form of a draft resolution adopted by CIDI at its 10th annual meeting.  The draft resolution was transmitted to the Assembly, by decision of the Permanent Council at its meeting of May 11, 2005, as document AG/doc.4394/05.

84.
Strengthening mechanisms for policy dialogue for integral development
In the Declaration of Nuevo León from the Special Summit of the Americas, the Heads of State and Government of the Americas recognized the urgent need for the Organization of American States to strengthen mechanisms for combating poverty, such as the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI).  CIDI is the main inter-American forum for dialogue on integral development issues and should generate mechanisms for strengthening partnership for development.  After reviewing CIDI’s structure and practice with the idea of making it stronger, the General Assembly approved a resolution that underscored the importance of the Summits of the Americas, ministerial meetings, and the inter-American committees in defining priorities to ensure targeted implementation of partnership for development; accordingly, the cooperation programs, projects, activities, and initiatives in the framework of the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development, must respond to the mandates of those meetings so as to thereby reinforce cooperation strategies arising therefrom.  At the same time, the Assembly reiterated the commitment to continue strengthening those mechanisms for policy dialogue and partnership for development that assist member states in their efforts to achieve integral development and fight poverty.
The General Assembly also highlighted the importance of the Secretariat coordinating with the member states and of the member states coordinating amongst themselves, on the preparations for the meetings, so as to allow for a substantive dialogue with a view to formulating policies, defining priorities, and developing activities.  It also pointed up the importance of active participation by the relevant international organs, agencies, and entities, particularly those of the inter-American system, to enable member states to benefit from their skills, knowledge, and experiences in defining policies and in designing and implementing partnership for development programs, projects, and activities.

In compliance with this resolution, coordination with the Secretariat for the Summit Process has been intensified so that the ministerial meetings and/or meetings of the inter-American committees are more closely associated with the Summits process and the distribution of information to the follow-up mechanisms of that process. 


The two draft resolutions on this topic, approved by CIDI at its 10th annual meeting, were submitted to the Assembly, by decision of the Permanent Council at its meeting of May 11, 2005, as documents AG/doc.4387/05 and AG/doc.4389/05.

85.
Strengthening technical cooperation for integral development

In resolution AG/RES. 1686 (XXIX-O/99), the General Assembly approved the creation of the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD) as a subsidiary body of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) for the purpose of promoting, coordinating, and facilitating the implementation of the partnership for development projects and activities established within the framework of the CIDI Strategic Plan.
In numerous resolutions, the General Assembly has reaffirmed the member states’ commitment to partnership, which means that all the member states, regardless of their development level, participate fully in the formulation and execution of horizontal and multilateral partnership for development activities to support the measures that the countries make to achieve their integral development and, especially, to fight poverty.

In resolution AG/RES. 1982 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly reiterated that technical cooperation for integral development programs, projects, activities, and initiatives generated by the member states were to respond to the mandates of the General Assembly, in particular mandates of the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development 2002-2005, the Summits of the Americas, ministerial meetings, or meetings of the inter-American committees, and that priority was to be given to those of a multilateral character while retaining recognition of the importance of national projects to member states.  It recommended to the ministerial meetings and meetings of the inter-American committees that they consider the formulation of projects that implement the mandates and political decisions of those meetings for their timely presentation to the Multilateral Special Fund of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (FEMCIDI), and instructed the General Secretariat to provide coordinated support to member states in all its areas in the formulation, execution, and coordination of projects, as requested, and in the mobilization of other resources.  A number of areas of the General Secretariat have put mechanisms into place to comply with this mandate, as a result of which FEMCIDI has considered a number of projects of this type.

In the resolution, the General Assembly also noted with satisfaction the project evaluation mechanism initiated by the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD), whose results had been presented to the Agency’s Management Board and had been factored in when adopting measures to strengthen partnership for development activities.  In compliance with the resolution, collaboration and synergy increased among partnership for development programs and activities carried out by the different areas of the General Secretariat, particularly FEMCIDI, the fellowship and training programs, the Education Portal of the Americas, and the sharing of successful experiences.
Based on the provisions of this General Assembly resolution and resolution CIDI/RES. 143 (IX-O/04), the Permanent Executive Committee of CIDI (CEPCIDI) proceeded to update the document “Criteria for the Selection and Evaluation of Partnership for Development Activities,” which now incorporates the relevant mandates of this resolution, so as to thereby continue strengthening the mechanisms of technical cooperation for development. 


The draft resolution on this topic, approved by CIDI at its 10th annual meeting, was submitted to the Assembly, by decision of the Permanent Council at its meeting of May 11, 2005, as document AG/doc.4388/05.

86.
Poverty, equity, and social inclusion

In resolution AG/RES. 1983 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly instructed the Permanent Council and the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) to consider carefully the recommendations issued at the High-Level Meeting on Poverty, Equity, and Social Inclusion and received that meeting’s proposal to consider the need to deepen the commitments undertaken in the Charter of the Organization of American States, the Inter-American Democratic Charter, and other international instruments on social matters in relation to the advancement and observance of economic, social, and cultural rights, and explore the possibility of having an instrument and mechanisms that respond to this aim.  It instructed the Permanent Council and CIDI to proceed accordingly.
This mandate dovetails with the content of resolution AG/RES. 2056 (XXXIV-O/04) on the Draft Social Charter of the Americas:  Renewal of the hemispheric commitment to fight extreme poverty in the region, in which the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) were instructed to jointly prepare a draft Social Charter of the Americas and a Plan of Action that included the principles of social development and established specific goals and targets that reinforced the existing instruments of the Organization of the American States on democracy, integral development, and the fight against poverty.  The Permanent Council and CEPCIDI have held joint meetings to make progress on compliance with this mandate.  A joint Working Group was established to carry on the work and discussion of the draft Social charter.  A joint meeting will be held on May 16 for consideration of the topic of designating the Chair of the Working Group.

The draft resolution on this topic, approved by CIDI at its 10th annual meeting, was submitted to the Assembly, by decision of the Permanent Council at its meeting of May 11, 2005, as document AG/doc.4391/05.

87.
Inter-American Committee on Social Development
The First Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Social Development (CIDES) was held on April 5 and 6, 2004, in Santiago, Chile.  Its report was presented to CEPCIDI and CIDI, which took note.  El Salvador repeated its offer to host the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Social Development.  Preparations for that meeting are part of CIDES’ Work Plan and are supported by the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, in particular the Office of Development Policies and Programs and the Division of Social Development and Labor of the Office of Education, Science and Technology.


The draft resolution on this topic, approved by CIDI at its 10th annual meeting, was submitted to the Assembly, by decision of the Permanent Council at its meeting of May 11, 2005, as document AG/doc.4395/05.

88.
Report of the Second Meeting of Ministers of Education within the Framework of CIDI
The Second Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Education was held at OAS headquarters in Washington, D.C. on September 27 and 28, 2004.  Its final report was presented to CEPCIDI and to CIDI, which took note.  Trinidad and Tobago repeated its offer to host the Fourth Meeting of Ministers of Education, which will be held on August 11 and 12, 2005.  Preparations for that meeting are part of the Inter-American Committee’s Work Plan and are supported by the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, particularly the Office of Development Policies and Programs and the Office of Education, Science and Technology.

The draft resolution on this topic, approved by CIDI at its 10th annual meeting, was submitted to the Assembly, by decision of the Permanent Council at its meeting of May 11, 2005, as document AG/doc.4396/05.

89.
Report of the Fourteenth Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor
The follow-up work on the Fourteenth Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor and preparations for the next Conference–to be held in Mexico on September 26 and 27, 2005–have continued to be carried out through its mechanisms of working groups and the “Troika” created by the Conference.  The Working Groups on the Labor Dimensions of the Summit of the Americas Process and on Building Capacities of Labor Ministries, and the authorities of the Conference have been meeting and their papers will be brought together at the Preparatory Technical Meeting for the XIV Conference, which will be held in Mexico on July 13 and 14.  Assisting with the preparatory and follow-up activities is the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, particularly its Office of Development Policies and Programs and the Division of Social Development and Labor of the Office of Education, Science, and Technology.  At its thirty-fifth regular session, the General Assembly is also expected to take note of the preparatory and follow-up work that has been done and to reiterate its recommendation to the SEDI to continue to support the Conference and its organs.


The draft resolution on this topic, approved by CIDI at its 10th annual meeting, was submitted to the Assembly, by decision of the Permanent Council at its meeting of May 11, 2005, as document AG/doc.4398/05.

90.
Nineteenth Inter-American Travel Congress
The Nineteenth Inter-American Travel Congress was held in Guatemala and the General Assembly endorsed the Declaration of Guatemala City and the Plan of Action for Sustainable Tourism Development in Collaboration with the Private Sector.  During the meeting Peru repeated its offer to host the next Congress, which would be held in 2006.  Preparations for that Congress are part of the work program of the Office for Trade, Growth and Competitiveness, particularly its Tourism Division.  At its thirty-fifth regular session, the General Assembly is expected to take note of the offer and to again instruct the SEDI, in all its areas, to support preparations for the Inter-American Travel Congress.

The draft resolution on this topic, approved by CIDI at its 10th annual meeting, was submitted to the Assembly, by decision of the Permanent Council at its meeting of May 11, 2005, as document AG/doc.4399/05.

91.
Study of the relationship between trade, debt and financing

In keeping with this General Assembly resolution, it was decided to convoke a joint meeting of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI for March 11, 2005, to study the relationship between trade, debt, and financing and to consider the impact of the debt service burden on the fight against poverty. That meeting was postponed until April 8.  Experts on the subject, particularly from international financial institutions, attended.

The final report will be presented to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session (AG/doc.4380/05).


The draft resolution on this topic, approved by CIDI at its 10th annual meeting, was submitted to the Assembly, by decision of the Permanent Council at its meeting of May 11, 2005, as document AG/doc.4390/05.

92.
Promotion of corporate social responsibility in the Hemisphere 

The item dates back to resolutions AG/RES. 1599 (XXVIII-O/98) and AG/RES. 1673 (XIX-O/99), in which the General Secretariat was instructed to facilitate inter-parliamentary dialogue in addressing issues on the hemispheric agenda.


In AG/RES. 1953 (XXXIII-O/03), the General Assembly instructed the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) to ensure that proper follow-up was given in the OAS context to the “Americas Conference on Corporate Social Responsibility, Alliances for Development” and the “Conference on Corporate Social Responsibility in the Americas, as a Tool for Competitiveness,” in keeping with the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas; and to convene a joint meeting to discuss the complementarities between corporate social responsibility and economic development to maximize the benefits of corporate social responsibility; and to encourage member states, should they see fit, to report on that occasion on progress in this area within their countries.  The said resolution instructed the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session on the implementation of this resolution.
The topic was referred to the General Committee for study, which considered the document “Promotion of Corporate Social Responsibility in the Hemisphere” (CP/doc.3784/03).  In June 2004, the Permanent Council reported to the General Assembly and the latter approved resolution AG/RES. 2013 (XXXIV-O/04) where it requested that the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI jointly follow up on the topic.
The Permanent Council and CEPCIDI held a joint meeting in pursuit of those mandates.  The technical report on the meeting, which will be transmitted to the General Assembly, was published as document AG/doc.4321/05.  The draft resolution (CP/doc.4030/05) was submitted to the General Committee for consideration at its meeting of May 16, 2005. 

93.
Trade and integration in the Americas

The General Assembly has addressed this topic since 1993, in resolutions AG/RES. 1220 (XXIII-O/93); AG/RES. 1345 (XXV-O/95); AG/RES. 1430 (XXVI-O/96); AG/RES. 1438 (XXVI-O/96); AG/RES. 1516 (XXVII-O/97); AG/RES. 1534 (XXVIII-O/98); AG/RES. 1689 (XXIX-O/99); AG/RES. 1720 (XXX-O/00); AG/RES. 1813 (XXXI-O/01); AG/RES. 1861 (XXXII-O/02) and AG/RES. 1973 (XXXIII-O/03).

In resolution AG/RES. 2014 (XXXIV-O/04) the General Assembly entrusted a number of mandates to the General Secretariat having to do with the Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA) process, and instructed it to continue to provide semiannual written progress reports on the activities of the Trade Unit, including information on its level of budget execution, to the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI for their review, which has been done regularly.

That resolution also entrusted the Permanent Council with continuing to provide the appropriate resources necessary to respond positively to requests for technical support from entities in the FTAA negotiation process, including the reallocation of funds for this purpose if necessary. 

The Permanent Council and the CEPCIDI will report to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session on the implementation of the mandates contained in this resolution.


The delegation of Panama has prepared a draft resolution on this topic (document CP/doc.4034/05), which will be considered by the General Committee.

94.
Draft Social Charter of the Americas:  Renewal of the hemispheric commitment to fight extreme poverty in the region
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In resolution AG/RES. 2056 (XXXIV-O/04) on the Draft Social Charter of the Americas, the General Assembly instructed the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) to jointly prepare a draft Social Charter of the Americas and a Plan of Action which was to include the principles of social development and establish specific goals and targets that reinforced the existing instruments of the Organization of the American States on democracy, integral development, and the fight against poverty.

Pursuant to this mandate, the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI have held joint meetings to make progress on compliance with this mandate.  A joint Working Group was established to carry on the work and discussion of the draft Social Charter. 

The joint meeting of the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development was convened for May 16, for consideration of the subject of designating the Chair of the Working Group on the Social Charter.
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�.	This document has been prepared to comply with Article 31 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, which provides that the draft agenda “shall contain such factual and legal background information and, when appropriate, other criteria as may facilitate consideration of the topics.”


�.	The deadline for presentation of candidates for the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, according to Article 4.1 of its Statute, was March 7, 2005.  The nominations by the Governments of Bolivia and Colombia were submitted after that date.


�.	A vacancy resulting from the expiration of the term of Mónica Nagel, Costa Rica, but not filled at the General Assembly’s 2004 session.


�.	José Zalaquett, President (Chile); Clare Roberts, First Vice President (Antigua and Barbuda); Susana Villarán, Second Vice President (Peru); Evelio Fernández, Commissioner  (Paraguay); Freddy Gutiérrez, Commissioner (Venezuela); Florentín Meléndez, Commissioner (El Salvador); Paulo Sérgio Pinheiro, Commissioner  (Brazil).


�.	Sergio García (Mexico)


�.	The Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production, Stockpiling and Use of Chemical Weapons and on Their Destruction (Chemical Weapons Convention); the Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production and Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on Their Destruction (Biological Weapons Convention); and the 1925 Geneva Protocol to the 1907 Hague Convention.
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