CULTURAL INFORMATION SYSTEM

(Sistema de Información Cultural)

México

The Cultural Information System (SIC, for its acronym in Spanish) of the National Council for Culture and Arts (CONACULTA) of Mexico is an inventory of institutions, infrastructure and cultural goods and services.  Its main objective is to orient policy decision-making, create diagnosis and evaluate cultural policies.

 Needs Addressed

In 1990, CONACULTA created the Information System for the Planning and Evaluation of Cultural Policies (SIPEC) and The National Cultural Information System (SNIC). Following this effort, the Cultural Information System was created to respond to the need of making publicly accessible systematized information that is generated in a regular basis and that served to create diagnosis, and to orient policy decision-making and evaluation of cultural policies. 

Objectives

To integrate information generated by different areas of CONACULTA and by the state level cultural organisms, through a system that works in a decentralized manner not only in the gathering of information, but also in defining and consulting the content of this information.

The design of the first stage of the SIC was based in the following criteria:

· To select fields widely accepted as part of the cultural sector.

· To include information that responds to the needs of the institutions that contribute with information and to the most frequent requests of the main cultural agents: agents that promote culture, researchers, artists and general public. 

· To develop a public database through Internet that operates in a decentralized manner and that brings together a network of federal and state level institutions.

Starting date, coverage, and target group 

The SIC started in 1990, and it has national coverage. It has also the aim of establishing a permanent program of international exchange and cooperation.   

Description

The Cultural Information System was designed to create links and share information with other statistical databases available throughout the Internet. This allows the SIC to increase its capacity to analyze information of other sectors and to construct indicators that incorporate demographic, education, public finance and urban variables, among others. In particular, it is possible to consult information and to construct indicators based on the municipal databases of the INEGI, which is the federal organism in Mexico responsible for the national statistical system.   

The webpage of SIC is: http://sic.conaculta.gob.mx

Financing sources

The Cultural Information System is a joint project of the institutes, councils and secretariats of culture in the states and in CONACULTA. Thus, it was conceived and designed as a National Network of Cultural Information (RENIC) that would link the 32 institutes, councils, and cultural secretaries of the states through a network of computers that work conjointly through the Internet. 

In 2000, the Project had a financial support from the UNESCO of USD 15,000 that represented approximately a third part of the required fund to acquired 32 computers that would operate in the Network. The rest of the funds were given by the states and CONACULTA. 

Strengths of the Program

The SIC is an updated and complete inventory of institutions, infrastructure, cultural good and services. It is an indispensable tool that serves as a starting point for any effort of recollection and dissemination of cultural information. This information has been systematized in a database that can be used for different purposes of analysis and consultation.  
Achievements

· It allows institutional users to automatically generate a great variety of reports, graphics and maps through a database that gives geographical reference of the cultural resources of Mexico. 

· As a result of this work of systematization, it has been possible to publish just recently the Atlas of Mexican Cultural Infrastructure. The Atlas is a tool for the detailed diagnosis of the cultural baggage of the country. This Atlas provides trustable and systematic information that is available to the general public and comparable all throughout and within the country. It also offers a panoramic view that constitutes a solid basis available to orient and influence cultural policy. Is worth noting that the Atlas can be consulted in the webpage of the SIC.

· Additionally, the SIC contains links to all the pertinent resources in Internet, which gives additional information to the data presented. From this perspective, the system operates as a specialized search engine, or as a portal that offers a very ample overview of different themes of Mexican culture that is available through Internet  

Challenges

· The process achieved by the SIC continue to take into account cultural diversity in Mexico, the need to construct indicators that see culture as an engine to social and human development, as well as methodological criteria that allows comparisons between different sectors and different countries. 

· The definition of the conceptual framework and the delimitation of the concept of culture should aim to resolve existing tension between the convenience of defining culture in a broad and inclusive way that takes into account cultural diversity, and a more limited concept that is manageable and practical and that serves to capture trustable indicators. In the same way, indicators should reflect the particularities of national culture but also provide a trustable point of comparison between countries. 

· Mexico considers fundamental to establish a permanent program of international cooperation and exchange, particularly with the countries of Latin America. The development of a basic international reference framework, to which most countries contribute, is would be extremely useful. In will be also very useful to consider having international standards that serve as referral points in activities such as the equipment of cultural infrastructure.  


