PROGRAM FOR THE SUPPORT OF MUNICIPALITY AND COMMUNITY CULTURES

(Programa de apoyo a las culturas municipales y comunitarias - PACMYC)

Mexico

The Program for the Support of the Municipality and Community Cultures was created by the National Council for Culture and Arts, through the Direction of Popular and Indigenous Cultures. This program has proved to be a strategy for giving more opportunities to indigenous cultural expression. It also strengthens the process of decentralization since it works with three levels of government and the private initiative.

Needs Addressed

Mexico is a multicultural country comprised of many different ways of life and understandings of the world. In this context, the PACMYC is an instrument for the democratization of culture, where the folk and indigenous groups play a very important role in the construction of a multicultural society.

Objectives

· Support the development of popular and indigenous cultures in the country, whether they live in their own territory or in the places where they have migrated. In addition, the program seeks to support minority groups from other countries that live within the national territory, the peasant culture in rural areas and the popular groups in urban zones.

· Stimulate the creativity of folk groups through facilitating their direct participation in the development of their own cultural expressions.

· Reinforce a decentralized system by supporting the involvement of different levels of government in cultural activities.

· Consolidate different cultural encounters around the country as a viable mechanism for sharing the various results of other cultural initiatives and projects.

Starting date, coverage and target group
The PACMYC program was launched in 1989 in order to provide folk and indigenous groups with financial and technical resources to develop their own cultural activities that reinforce their own ethnic and regional identities. The program has a national coverage, targeting rural and urban areas. The populations targeted are mainly indigenous, mestizo, afro-mestizo, and foreign ethnic groups in the country.

Description

After a fair and publicly advertised competition, the PACMYC offers economic support to cultural projects managed by folk and indigenous groups. The PCMYC is a decentralized program. Each federal state has a Commission of Planning and Support to the Popular Arts (CACREP), integrated with representatives of local and federal authorities, the civil society and the private sector. This commission regulates the different stages of the project’s work, and each of the following activities:

· Organization of the PACMYC’s opening summit

· Elaboration of socio-cultural diagnostics

· Organization of workshops for organized groups

· Registration of projects and organizations with the national database of projects

· Designation of an independent jury, in which specialists, academics, and cultural promoters can participate

· Workshops for the winning of the PACMYC support, and presentation of reports of work and use of resources

· Delivery of resources in public events

· Follow-up and evaluation of the projects carried out in the state

Financing Sources

The program stimulates the financial involvement of the federal states. For every peso that the state contributes to the project, the federal government contributes in the same amount. In some states, there have been some municipalities, as well as those from the private sector that have contributed to the project.

Strengths of the program

· Open and transparent process of project selection, where the decisions and implementation are the shared responsibility of the different social groups

· Decentralized operation of the programs

· The program stimulates both ethnic and cultural pluralism

· Improvement of the quality of life of both creators and beneficiaries of the program

· Targeting of highly marginalized settings

Achievements

· Between 1989 and 2000, a total of 9,237 projects were financed: 4,590 were indigenous projects, 4,232 mestizo projects, 377 mixed groups and 12 from other groups.

· The projects were related to very different fields, such as popular art, historic memory, social communication, traditional medicine, ecology, etc.

· Out of the 9,237 projects, 5,679 were targeted to rural zones and 2,316 to urban zones

· 2,752 projects were related to cultural preservation, 5,568 to cultural rescue, and 917 to cultural innovation.

Challenges

· Increase the municipal contributions to the PACMYC fund.

· Target even more rural and highly marginalized zones.

· Link the content of popular culture to education.

· Expand the program so it covers different socio-cultural group
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