 Eduardo León Jimenes cultural center

Dominican Republic

This is a center committed to the coordination, storage and public display of valuable art collections.  The Leon Center is a non-profit and private organization open to the general public. Within the context of the sustainable development principles, this institution is dedicated to the preservation, research and promotion of the Dominican and Caribbean culture, including the visual arts.   

Needs Addressed

The Leon Center promotes culture, arts and the environment, as part of an integrated perspective. Thus, it facilitates the enjoyment, inspiration, cultural education, self-identification and dissemination of the artistic, civic and national principles

Objectives
· Promote diverse types of spaces and forms of reflection and action oriented activities on three core topics: identity, creativity and the habitat. All of this is undertaken within the Dominican and Caribbean contexts

· Organize, research and exhibit collections of artistic and anthropology objects representing the convergence of the Dominican and Caribbean identities

· Value the role of the arts, particularly, the visual arts, in the construction of the cultural identities by emphasizing the linkage and expressive role these two articulate in the area of culture

· Give participants the opportunity to formulate their concern and provide answers based on the exhibitions, cultural contexts and possibilities of art in order to  recreate and question culture

· Build and offer a public space to facilitate the exchange between communities, groups, artists and institutions for the use, enjoyment and production of cultural and artistic projects and activities.  The aspect of reflection-action regarding adaptability  is considered also.

· Favor actions, strategies, and collaborative programs with public and private institutions leading initiatives in several national, international, and regional communities to manage initiatives to be implemented in distinct locales and contexts.

Starting date, coverage, and target group:

Since October 3, 2003, the Cultural Center operates out of Santiago de los Caballeros, República Dominicana  but claims to benefit all of the Caribbean. The target public of the Centro León is comprised of: students, artists, tourists, families, cultural and community organizations.
Description

.  

The Centro León is a place of exchange and reflection where the highest priority is given to multidisciplinary projects and collaborative inter-institutional programs in the vein of co-sponsorship to realize activities within and outside its cultural space.  
· Expositional Programs: Two Rooms for permanent exhibitions
· Programs for teachers and students: These programs include workshops for teachers, workshops for students and guided visits
· Programs for youth, children, and families: These programs constitute an alternative use of free time encouraging the integration of families. The activities occur outside the normal school schedule. 
· Projects of Research and Development: Include the creation of cultural goods of high impact like, CD-Roms, videos, publications, teaching materials, and exhibitions, etc
· General Programs: Guided tours, creativity workshops, seminars, conferences, meetings, classes, social gatherings, movie club, video-café, temporary exhibitions, competitions, festivals, among others. 
 Financing Sources

Donations of funds from patrons(Fundación Eduardo León Jimenes, Grupo León Jimenes) and self-management such as the procurement of international funds for the development of specific projects, 

Achievements

To have contributed to the creation and diversification of cultural offerings in the city of Santiago and its environs; to have positioned itself as  a new option for the use of free time among the city’s inhabitants 

Challenges

· The development of programs socio-cultural inspiration in distinct regions of the country

· The beginning of a program for the creation of cultural goods

· To strengthen strategies to attract the public to the institution and viceversa.  

