REVITALIZATION OF cuLTURAL sPACES OF HIGH aRCHITECTURAL pATRIMONIAl VAlue wITH THE gOAL of creating lOCAL nETWORKS

(Revitalización de espacios culturales de alto valor patrimonial arquitectónico con el fin de crear redes locales) 

Argentina 

The program focuses on addressing, restoring and re-valuing cultural spaces with the end goal being, the protection and promotions of cultural diversity in the country. 

Needs addressed

The need to strengthen the protection of cultural diversity in the construction of the country’s identity has brought about the creation of many diverse programs of cultural action. Responding to the horizon of the preservation of cultural resources, protection of its diversity and patrimony, the “Revitalization of Cultural Spaces of High Architectural Patrimonial Value with the Goal to Create Local Networks,” has been launched.  These experiences were implemented in Argentina, and they hope to contribute to the construction of the development of a cultural field, as a central sphere for the well being of our societies in the American continent as well as the world.

Objectives 

· Promote the protection of cultural identity and the preservation of the patrimony, through the recovery and revitalization of historic urban centers in Argentina. We believe that the recovery of urban settings and institutional buildings, giving it an indisputable socio-cultural role, will serve as strengtheners to foster a feeling of belonging to a community.

· Considering diversity, in each village or city, towards the recovery of the historic centers and headquarters coupled with the creation of a cultural center, will allow for the succession of substantial changes in the social and cultural life of the locality.
· The recovery and revitalization of the headquarters of different institutions, will allow for the recovery and conservation of the patrimony documents that many of the associations possess, they represent a historic source in many forgotten and wasted cases, and are of significant value for the study of transcendental processes in the history of the country. 
Starting date, coverage and target group

The project began in 1992; the program proposes the protection of cultural patrimony, through the recovery of different historical centers in different urban areas of the country. The projected extension comprises all of the Argentine territory that started with the development of a few particular centers. 

Description

Many diverse cultural areas are participating; nationally, provincial and municipal, as well as with the active participation of civil society.

The first programmed activities towards the recovery of patrimony, took place in 1992, and were placed in a historical urban area context; they began with the initiation of the recuperation of the center of the city, Capilla del Señor. The gradual restoration of central public buildings, brought about the increase and multiplication of restoration and recovery acts in other private sectors.

From there, between coming and goings as well as delays, products of the institutional and social crisis of the country, there was an advance in the implementation of the program in different cities, such as in the Corrientes case, where this historical area was recovered.

The sustainable strategies mark the articulation of different organizations, both state and private, for the application of a united action. By means of state direction and finance  the program is advancing towards the reconstruction and reparation of the different spaces.
Financing Sources

Began with national and provincial technical-financial-laboral contributions, provincial, as well as action by members of the communities.

Strengths of the Program

The strengths of the program contribute to the success of social and cultural integration. The possibility to unite local populations, non-governmental organizations, and public organizations of different levels and areas, through an objective that for the common well being signifies a substantial change in the cultural lives of localities or regions that did not previously possess cultural spaces of any relevance. This allows from the beginning of the project a change in attitude in the face of the incredulity and anomy that characterize the present situation of our society, through the revalorization of public space and the reappropiation of a space that also revalues recent predecessors, who arrived on these lands with the intention of constructing a common prosperous destination, contributing to the recovery of self-esteem and confidence for the future.

Achievements

The level of registered efficiency is very elevated, with a reduced level of coverage in the process of expansion. Different provinces and localities show a keen interest in the development of this program.

The present project is concerned with the patrimonial recovery of centers and houses of Spanish societies in the cities of Salta ( Pcia. de Salta), Reconquista (Pcia. de Santa Fe), Curuzú Cuatiá (Pcia. de Corrientes), and Bolívar (Pcia. de Buenos Aires). These centers of intense cultural activity – in some cases, already part of the past-require the preservation of the architectural riches and, at the same time, the impetus of new actions towards revitalization of its functions as both a cultural and social center. 

Challenges

The projections of the program seek to increase the level of coverage and to reach the planned objectives with the assurance of acting as a path towards advancing the protection of cultural diversity and the reconstruction of the social ties that bond the country.

Recommendations regarding its potential transference to other contexts

Political and social stability, coupled with the designation of government resources is crucial for the success of the program.
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