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DRAFT PLAN OF ACTION OF MEXICO

(Draft to be discussed at the Preparatory Meeting of the II Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities, June 17th and 18th, 2004)

We the Ministers and Highest Appropriate Governmental Authorities responsible for cultural policies in the Americas, united in Mexico City under the auspices of the Organization of American States (OAS), note the progress achieved in implementing the collective undertakings committed to in Cartagena, Colombia in 2002 and value the important work done by the Inter-American Committee on Culture (CIC) in continuing to follow-up on these initiatives; and we endorse the following Plan of Action.

On culture as an engine for economic growth, employment and development

To strengthen at the national level the elaboration and development of cultural indicators that can measure the contribution of culture to the social and economic development of the Hemisphere's countries, in particular for the fight against poverty and generation of employment, and share these results in regional fora so as to develop a hemispheric perspective. (Mexico, Trinidad and Tobago) 

Promote mechanisms, that can help measure the impact of the cultural sector on the economic and social development of the countries, such as cultural satellite accounts
 within the national accounts systems and specialized studies on economy and culture. (Colombia)

Design and implement public policies that protect folk and traditional knowledge. (Barbados and Argentina)

To implement education and cultural policies so as to ensure the provision of an environment in which creative expression can flourish. This will include the integration of courses in culture and the arts, and relevant courses in business and entrepreneurship into the curricula of schools. (Barbados)

On the challenges faced by cultural and creative industries

To promote studies that analyze the financial value of cultural and creative industries and their contribution to GNP. 

To encourage the creation of policies and programs that facilitate the consolidation and formalization of micro, small and medium cultural and creative industries, specifically those geared towards the training of human resources, access to credit, and adoption of economic and fiscal incentives.

To solicit the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) to establish a program to promote micro, small and medium-sized cultural enterprises, in response to the commitment expressed at the Special Summit of the Americas, and in partnership with the private sector.

To promote national and regional initiatives that strengthen and stimulate the trade of cultural goods and services, and that create regional networks of circulation and distribution. 

To identify, compile and publicize national and regional legislation and policies that promote greater competitiveness of cultural and creative industries.

To study in-depth the relation between new technologies and cultural and creative industries. In this respect, carry out expert workshops and horizontal cooperation activities.

To implement financial strategies which will encourage and sustain the development of cultural industries. This will require the introduction of systems of incentives and fiscal strategies that encourage investment by the private sector in cultural projects and activities in accordance with individual national criteria.(Barbados) 

To educate our peoples about the importance of copyright and intellectual property rights. (Barbados)

On culture as a tool for social cohesion and the fight against poverty

To strengthen the strategic alliance between education and culture that directly impacts the human development of our societies.

To promote civil society participation, particularly that of traditionally excluded segments of society, in the design and implementation of cultural policies. 

To identify and compile cultural programs geared towards the inclusion of the most marginalized and vulnerable sectors of our societies.

To continue strengthening regular consultative mechanisms to ensure that civil society actively participates in the decisions on cultural policies and the implementation of strategic programs at the hemispheric level. Request the OAS to continue developing these mechanisms. 

We deem it necessary to carry out activities that educate the public through incentives for artistic creation, scholarships for young creators, awards and contests that stimulate interculturality. (Honduras)   

Inter-American Committee on Culture

To continue strengthening the Inter-American Committee on Culture, as the primary technical and political forum for decision-making on cultural cooperation at the hemispheric level and for the follow-up of the mandates of the Inter-American Meetings of Ministers and Authorities of Culture and of those mandates of the Summit of the Americas in the area of cultural diversity.

To convoke the second meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Culture in 2005 to be held in (country), and that will center its deliberations on:

· The consolidation of the Inter-American Cultural Policy Observatory;

· The analysis and exchange of cultural information systems and, within them, the design of cultural indicators;

· The study of new information technologies as a tool to revitalize the cultural dialogue in the Americas;

· The relation between new technologies and cultural and creative industries.

To instruct the Inter-American Committee on Culture to carry out the following, with the support of the Technical Secretariat of the OAS, through the Unit of Social Development and Education:

· Work with the Inter-American Development Bank to carry out a program to promote micro, small and medium cultural enterprises, as expressed in the Special Summit of the Americas. 

· Develop joint programs with international agencies and organizations so as to ensure the completion of this Plan of Action. 

· Strengthen its ties to other Inter-American Committees and participate in their deliberations. The CIC authorities are requested to participate in the next meetings of the Inter-American Committee of Education (CIE) and the Inter-American Committee for Social Development (CIDES). 

Partnerships for cooperation

To request the General Secretariat of the OAS to continue strengthening the Strategy for Horizontal Cooperation and continue updating the Permanent Portfolio of Exemplary Programs in Culture, composed of the programs submitted by the Ministries and Authorities of Culture. This Portfolio should specially include experiences on:

· Cultural information systems;

· Programs that promote culture as an engine for economic growth, employment and development, with emphasis on those that strengthen micro, small and medium-sized enterprises;

· Programs that promote the inclusion of the most vulnerable sectors of society; putting special emphasis on the vindication of the cultural wealth of indigenous peoples; and,

· Programs that support the strengthening of cultural and creative industries.

· Best Practices in the development of the cultural satellite account.

To identify cultural initiatives at the national, regional and hemispheric levels that have had successful results in generating employment and that can be shared with other countries, particularly those that support cultural professions, cultural tourism, and micro, small and medium cultural enterprises.

To call on international organizations and agencies to continue establishing joint collaboration strategies, in order to support in a coordinated and efficient manner, the completion of this Plan of Action as well as the work plans that will be approved by the Inter-American Committee on Culture.

Inter-American Cultural Policy Observatory
To instruct the Inter-American Cultural Policy Observatory, in its first phase, to put special emphasis on the development of indicators that permit measuring the impact of culture on economic development with equity and cultural information systems.
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� Satellite accounts are conceptual frameworks oriented towards determining the link between the economy and culture. They are part of the national accounts systems, they analyze the contribution of the cultural sector to the GDP and they are a way to develop a harmonious measurement system of the sector. 





