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Background:

We consider that it is vital for all states to recognize our cultural heritage and fully appreciate and encourage the creative expression of our peoples. . . . We reaffirm that the safeguarding of cultural heritage in all its forms has a role in promoting cultural diversity. The places, objects, and living traditions of the diverse groups that make up our countries constitute a lasting legacy that needs to be recognized and preserved.  Therefore, we encourage the deepening of inter-American cooperation in the identification, preservation, and appreciation of heritage resources as expressions of our diverse cultural history. Further, we condemn the pillage, illicit traffic, destruction, and unauthorized possession of cultural objects, as well as the commensurate damage to archeological and historic sites, which results in irreversible losses to cultural heritage, identity, and the related sustainable economic potential of our people.





--Declaration of Mexico

The preservation of cultural heritage, both tangible and intangible, is a pressing common concern of cultural institutions, communities, and governments of member states.  Preservation of historic documents, sound recordings, museum collections, and the built environment and the documentation and encouragement of the living heritage provide critical resources for education, research, and economic development and for understanding the past, enriching the present, and preparing for the future.  Presentation of these cultural resources by providing access to museum and library collections, facilitating cultural tourism, and supporting festivals and exhibitions aids in the preservation effort by making the value of cultural heritage more widely known and appreciated.  Numerous challenges, however, confront the stewards of cultural heritage in their efforts at preservation and promotion: limited funding and necessity of prioritization among competing needs for the care of cultural heritage collections; natural and man-made disasters; the effect of time and environment on fragile manuscripts and objects; aging facilities; lack of information and training about preservation; and inadequate cooperation within communities and regions.

Efforts to preserve and promote cultural heritage are as numerous, complex and multidimensional as the very dynamic cultures they address.  No single mechanism or methodology is the agent that can claim success.  The premise of the session on the theme “Preservation and Presentation of Cultural Heritage” is that examination of multifaceted strategies, in particular those that bring partners together in an innovative way, can be useful to OAS member states as they look for ways to nurture and preserve the various cultural expressions in their countries and the region.
Key Issues

Within the theme of Preservation and Presentation of Cultural Heritage below are topics that merit examination.

· Innovative partnerships across different sectors of society, be they government institutions, non-government organizations, businesses, religious groups, and other community groups

· National or regional cooperation to combat the loss of endangered cultural heritage

· Effective stewardship approaches of museums and libraries with heritage collections

· Disaster planning and recovery for cultural institutions

· Preservation of cultural heritage in a digital age

· Documentation and presentation of LIVING HERITAGE / intangible cultural heritage

Key Questions

· What is the most effective role for national governments in the preservation of cultural heritage?

· How can cooperation between the public and the private sector in preservation efforts be encouraged?

· How can international cooperation in preservation efforts be facilitated?

· How can the presentation of living heritage to a world audience help community efforts at cultural conservation and retention?

· How can regional cooperation build safeguards to sustain and protect living heritage in SITU?

· In the face of multiple urgent priorities, how can governments and private organizations stay motivated to plan for disasters?

Other key questions and issues are incorporated in the descriptions of each presentation [below].

Detailed Explanation of how each panel will be conducted.

Format

Each panelist will provide a 10-minute overview that:

· Identifies the issues and challenges to be addressed

· Describes the development of strategies

· Presents the outcomes achieved

· Notes the principle elements that contributed to improvement and success.

The United States’ Presentation: Disaster Preparation and Recovery
The recent Heritage Health Index, the first comprehensive survey ever conducted on the condition and preservation needs of US cultural institutions, revealed than 80% of the institutions do not have adequate disaster plans or staff trained in disaster preparation, mitigation, and recovery.  This survey illustrates the magnitude of the problem in the U.S.  The challenges and the solutions lie at several levels: institutional planning; education—of the staff of cultural institutions and the members of the community; communication and coordination among affected institutions, “first responders” [police and fire personnel], volunteer organizations and individuals, and founders and funding itself.  Many questions must be considered:

· How can institutions be motivated to make plans for possible disasters when there are competing priorities for staff time and resources?

· What resources exist for emergency information about disaster mitigation both for institutions and for families and individuals whose own heirlooms and tangible memories may be destroyed by a wide-scale disaster?

· At what level is professional training most effective?

· How can the staff of cultural institutions work with the community to facilitate effective and appropriate response in the case of disasters?

· What are the top priorities for use of funds in the case of disaster planning and recovery?

· What considerations need to be taken in new construction of cultural heritage repositories?

The United States representative will describe successful efforts by US non-profit organizations and partnerships between cultural institutions; local, regional, and national governments; and private organizations.

The Dominican Republic’s Presentation – Cultural Preservation in a Digital Age

Haitian NGO’s Presentation - Documentation and Presentation of Intangible Cultural Heritage
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