3
-

NATIONAL MUSEUM NETWORK

(Red Nacional de Museos)

Colombia

The National Museum Network of the Ministry of Culture of Colombia seeks to provide support and strengthen museums across the country on all areas associated with the preservation of cultural heritage.

Needs Addressed
The National Museum Network arises as a response to the absence of a directive and guiding entity to museums,  in their role as institutions committed with the enhancement of life and the cultural identity, at the national, regional and local levels. 

Objectives

· Extensively disseminate the definition, functions and social mission of museums.

· Contribute to the principles of autonomy and decentralization, stipulated in Colombia’s Political Constitution.

· Contribute to the communication among museums.

· Contribute to the knowledge, assessment, promotion, preservation and protection of cultural heritage.

· Strengthen research in order to have better and more programs and services for visitors.

· Provide training in all areas of the development of museums.

· Create greater links between the community and the museum, via the development of productive projects. 

· Stimulate the development of projects with high social impact.

· Strengthen management strategies with the purpose of improving the development of local museums.

· Promote the presence of museums at the participatory mechanisms of the General Culture System, particularly, the participation of museums in the formulation and implementation of new policies that affect the sector.

Starting date, coverage and target group

The Network started in 1995. It has national coverage and targets all museums across the country, including their staff. 

Description

One of the first activities led by the Network was the creation of the Museums Directory. Then, facts such us number of museums, type, location and collections became available for the general public. Also, this directory helped to visualize the conditions of the museums and engage in concrete action to strengthen the sector. The first edition was published in 1995, and an updated version followed in 2003.

The Network has been working on programs aimed at fulfilling the pressing needs of museums, which include: 

· Provide managerial support to the museums of the Ministry of Culture.

· Coordination of the National Plan for Collections Management, which seeks to provide the necessary tools for the museums to conduct their inventory, registry and scientific classification of their collections.

· Coordination of training seminars and specialized publications.  These include: “Professional Ethics Code of the Museums” and the “ Manual for Exhibits Settings”

· Advising to institutions and the public, on the development of projects related to the activities of museums. 

· Make available to all the municipalities of the country, the Itinerary Exhibitions of the National Museum.  In order to facilitate access to national cultural values and also to promote a sense of belonging to the nation, on the short and long term

Information on all developed projects is available on the webpage of the National Museum of Colombia at www.museonacional.gov.co under the section “Strengthening museums across the country”

Financing Sources

The Network funding comes mainly from the Ministry of Culture of Colombia.  Contributions from the private sector and agreements with other nations are also sources of funding.

Achievements

· Training to the staff of the museums in the country.  During the seminar “Sustainable Regional Museums for the development of their communities”, 257 people directly or indirectly related to theses institutions were trained

· Inventory and Collections catalogue. The National Plan for Collections Management has served to take an inventory and catalogued 52,024 objects belonging to 38 museums from across the country.

· Large distribution of specialized publications.

Challenges

· Extend the coverage. It is necessary to reach the regions directly.

· Organize regional or state focal points to have greater impact

· Count with trained personnel so specialized support is available on the diverse areas related to the activities of museums.
· Continue strengthening the museums sector. 
Recommendations regarding its potential transference to other contexts
The development of a program similar to the National Museum Network of Colombia requires the political will and commitment of the national government to support and strengthen the museums of the country. 










