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Hon. Dr. Errol Cort, Minister of National Security,
Ms. Zane Sharon Peters, Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Public Security and Labor,
Mr. Erik Slavenas, of the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO),

Colleagues of the OAS and facilitators,

Ladies and Gentlemen,


Let’s call a delight this kind of opportunity to advance our knowledge on security issues and build our capacity to address them effectively. It is prevention at work and as you know, an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure. Today, participants from six OAS member States in the Caribbean region, namely Antigua and Barbuda, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Jamaica, St Lucia have come together to explore ways, learn and share information to make travel documents more secure and sharpen tools to help better manage identities. The importance of this workshop cannot be overstated, for it comes to the basics of law enforcement and the foundation of our communities.


I would like to thank the government of Antigua and Barbuda, in particular the Ministry of National Security, for graciously hosting this event, thus showing once more its commitment to work with other countries in the region to make our societies safer. I also wish to highlight the effective support of Minister Cort who takes every occasion to collaborate with the OAS in that regard. 

The Inter-American Commission on Terrorism (CICTE) of the OAS has partnered with the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO), INTERPOL and the government of Canada to deliver this sub-regional workshop and consultation. It is significant that we unite for a critical endeavor, because in unity there is strength. It is a message to all stakeholders in international security matters, solitude can lead to loss of altitude. 

It is our hope that come the end of this exercise, we will have exchanged information and experiences regarding standards on travel documents, new technology, issuance and control of travel documents, improvement and modernization of civil registries, as well as the strengthening of border controls. We will study and fine-tune our expertise on topics such as machine readable and electronic passports, biometrics, secure birth certificates and other breeder documents, and secure document issuance processes. That will equip us to prevent and detect these documents alteration or fraudulent use.

Further, the skills we will be sharpening over these three days will help ensure compliance with laws of immigration, customs, and passport. They will consolidate harmonized customs and immigration procedures and familiarize us even more with modern technologies and international standards on travel documents. Their impact seems obvious on the fight against terrorism, air navigation and crime prosecution.

However, the ramifications of secure documents and good ID management go beyond the security arena. They also inject and maintain confidence in society, and confidence appears to be a fertilizer to economic prosperity and effective governance. They entail the exercise of greater individual responsibility, as consequences for wrongdoing will become more prompt and less uncertain. Thanks to efforts such as this workshop, fraudulent multiple IDs, easy forgery of documents and ID tampering will tend to turn into relics of the past.

We should not fear that IDs behave like chameleon changing as mood and circumstances dictate. They must be like the tigritude of the tiger, even though he does not proclaim it, it shows.

Let me mention that the OAS has been working with governments in our region to modernize the civil registries and document issuance processes. My colleague Steve Griner will tell more about this project. However, let me highlight the program is ongoing in Antigua and Barbuda, among others in our region. Very soon, we hope that this country will showcase a civil registry searchable data base, secure paper certificates and up-to-date document issuance process.

I believe this workshop on travel documents and ID management also creates value for you the participants. It will instill in you more confidence in effecting change, thus overcoming resistance to change. It will also make you feel that your work is more appreciated and that the society as a whole benefits more and more from it. Therefore not only you will contribute more to maintain the social fabric of your respective countries, but you will evolve into an agent of change, spreading the breeze of your reinforced skills to your workplace and circle of influence.

In closing, I want to reiterate CICTE and OAS commitment to continue cooperating with the member states in advancing the security and well-being of citizens in our hemisphere. I wish you a fruitful and pleasant capacity building session. 

Thank you and God bless you!
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