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Primary Purpose of NFLIS

3

Scheduling 
Drugs

Controlled Substance 
Act (CSA)Save Life

Control 
Actions

Scientific Verified 
Data    

Complementary 
to Public Health 

databases

Regulate 
Precursors

Drug 
interdiction 

priority



N A T I O N A L    F O R E N S I C    L A B O R A T O R Y    I N F O R M A T I O N    S Y S T E M

NFLIS Components
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NFLIS-Tox

Public and private toxicology 
laboratories report toxicological 

findings from ante mortem testing

NFLIS-MEC

Medical examiner and coroner 
offices report deaths in which 

drugs were identified

NFLIS-Drug

Collects drug analysis results from 
Federal, State, and local crime 

laboratories
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NFLIS Impacts – Congressional Reports
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NFLIS Reports – Cited by UNODC Reports
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NFLIS Utilities – Support Control Actions 
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NFLIS Impacts – Private Sector
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NFLIS Impacts – State Drug Policy
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NFLIS Availability/Accessibility
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NFLIS Website – Dashboard & Analysis Tools
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Overview of NFLIS-Drug

Started to recruit forensic labs

Published 1st Report

Fully functional

Expansion to Tox and MEC 

Public Data Query System 

1997

2000

2018

2001

2022
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NFLIS-Drug Participation

✓ 50 State systems and 

111 local  

laboratories

✓ 98.4% participation 
rate / drug cases

✓ 284 individual   

laboratories
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NFLIS-Drug by Numbers

• Drug Encounters Processed since NFLIS-Drug was established38,558,598

• Annual Average Drug Encounters Processed (2005–2021)1,412,947

• Base Drugs Identified in NFLIS-Drug (e.g., Cocaine, Heroin)3,289

• Drug Categories (e.g., narcotic analgesics, benzodiazepines)35

• Reports Published91

• Public Data Sets and Map Libraries31
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NFLIS Resources

Publications

• Peer reviewed 
articles

• Conference 
proceedings

NFLIS Reports

• Annual Reports

• Mid-Year Reports

• Quarterly Reports

• Special Reports

Data Query 
System

• Dashboard

• Pre-set Queries

• Customized Queries

• Data Visualization

• Data Set Export

Real-Time 
Communication 
Network
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NFLIS Reports – Annual, Mid-Year, Quarterly 
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NFLIS Reports – Special Report 
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NFLIS Reports – Survey Reports 



N A T I O N A L    F O R E N S I C    L A B O R A T O R Y    I N F O R M A T I O N    S Y S T E M 19

NFLIS Snapshots – Early Warning  
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NFLIS Trend Analysis – Synthetic vs Plant Based Drugs
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Source: DEA, National Forensic Laboratory Information System (NFLIS-Drug), queried on 12 
October 2023. 
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NFLIS – Monitoring NPS
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NFLIS – Long Term Trends

U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration, Diversion 

Control Division. (2022). Table 1. National Estimates 

for the Most Frequently Identified Drugs: 2007-2021. 

Retrieved from the NFLIS Public

Resource Library at 

https://www.nflis.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/

https://www.nflis.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/
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NFLIS Access
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NFLIS Public DQS – Data Analysis, Visualization…
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Toxicology

enhances drug 
surveillance capability, provides early 
warning to public heath agencies 
and law enforcement

evidences to 
improved treatment, 
prevention, and enforcement 
priorities

informs public health 
initiatives and drug policies



N A T I O N A L    F O R E N S I C    L A B O R A T O R Y    I N F O R M A T I O N    S Y S T E M 26

NFLIS-Tox
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Medical Examiner and Coroner Offices

enhances DEA’s ability to 
identify new and emerging 
substances that are a threat to public 
health and safety.

data will directly inform 
DEA’s drug scheduling actions.
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NFLIS–MEC  
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NFLIS DEA Synth-Opioids - Participants

➢ forensic chemistry,

➢ toxicology, 

➢ pathology,

➢ jurisprudence,

➢ research, 

➢ public health, 

➢ law enforcement…
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Synth-Opioids

30



National Forensic Laboratory 

Information System (NFLIS)

Contact Us:

Drug Enforcement Administration

https://www.nflis.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/

Email: NFLIS@dea.gov 
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