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UNODC 
Scientific and Forensic Services

Tools and Services for Forensic laboratories



Training for law enforcement and forensic personnel in UNODC laboratory in Vienna
Making Forensics Effective, Efficient & Relevant

The role of UNODC Laboratory and Scientific Services is to:

• Improve the national forensic capacity and capabilities of Member States to meet
internationally accepted standards and ensure they are available and accessible worldwide

• Increase the use of forensic science services, data and information for evidence-based
operational purposes, strategic interventions and policy and decision-making.



Training for law enforcement and forensic personnel in UNODC laboratory in Vienna
Training in the United Nations Narcotics Laboratory



UNODC support to forensic laboratories

• International Collaborative Exercises (ICE) 

• Reference materials

• Manuals and guidelines on quality assurance and 
recommended methods for the analysis of drugs including 
selected new psychoactive substances (NPS)

• Expert advice, training and mentoring support 



International Collaborative Exercises (ICE)

total for 2022:

310 laboratories

90 countries

3542 reference materials

• 33 laboratories from 20 African countries have participated in the programme
• Aim to understand challenges and overcome them to increase support of UNODC to laboratories



UNODC manuals and guidelines

As part of its commitment to enhance the operational capacity of drug testing
laboratories, to improve the quality of their performance, and to promote standardization
of working practices, UNODC’s Laboratory and Scientific Service initiated in 1984 the
publication of a series of manuals for use by national drug testing laboratories.

Over 40 manuals in this series have been published and cover methods and approaches
for the analysis and identification of the main groups of drugs under international control
and selected NPS, in seizures and biological specimens respectively.



Recommended methods for the analysis of drugs
• Seized materials

• Biological Specimens



Recommended methods for the analysis of  New 
Psychoactive Substances



Topics on Quality Management



Safe handling and disposal of chemicals



New Psychoactive Substances

“Substances of abuse, either in a pure form of a preparation that are not controlled by the 1961 
Convention on Narcotic Drugs or the 1971 Convention on Psychotropic Substances,

but which may pose a public health threat”

• In 2013, 234 substances where
under International control in the
1961 and 1971 conventions.

• 254 individual NPS were identified in
that year



Currently 1230 
unique substances 

have been reported 
to UNODC by 141 

countries and 
territories.

Number of NPS reported by countries, 2009-2023

14 countries have 
identified more than 

300 substances

101 countries 
have identified 

less than 50 
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UNODC Early Warning Advisory on New Psychoactive Substances









UNODC - Making the world safer from drugs, crime and terrorism

• Email: unodc-lab@un.org

Thank you!
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