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Chemistry and Toxicology Laboratory Department

Our department is a part of the Technical
Forensic Institute of the Uruguayan judicial
branch.

We provide our services across the entire
country which, according to the 2023
census, has a population of 3,444,263.
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It consists of two laboratories:

• Forensic Toxicology Laboratory, where postmortem toxicology and
behavioral toxicology studies are performed on biological samples.

• Seized Substances Laboratory, where substances seized across the
country are received, analyzed and destroyed.



Staff: 13 technicians

Analysis equipment:

4 GC, 2 GC-MSD, 1 HPLC-DAD,

1 FTIR, 1 LC-MSMS
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Chemistry and Toxicology Laboratory Department



INFORMATION for Drug EWS – Uruguay
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Notifications



INFORMATION FOR OTHER AGENCIES
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Agreement for the monitoring of THC content in marijuana samples 
from the illicit market, with the National Drugs Board (JND, by its 
Spanish language acronym). May 2018 to May 2019.

Agreement with JND for the monitoring of the situation of the cannabis 
market with respect to THC and CBD potency and the classification of 
seized synthetic drugs. December 2022 to December 2024.

International Toxic Adulterant Database (ITAD) project of the Colombo 
Plan. Since September 2018.

CICAD-OAS Study Program on Heroin, Fentanyl, and Other Opioids in 
the Americas. September 2019 to January 2020.



EXCHANGES WITH OTHER LABORATORIES
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TIAFT:  International and regional annual meetings.

DEA-US: Training in its laboratories in 2015 and 2018. 2022 meeting.

CICAD/OAS:

Course on NPS for Latin American forensic technicians. National 
Criminalistics Institute of the Brazilian Federal Police, Brasilia, 2022 
and 2023.

The Center for Forensic Science Research & Education – NPS
Discovery; Current Trends in Seized Drug Analysis Symposiums.

SWGDRUG – Monographs



CONCLUSIONS

Scant resources for external training, event attendance, 
equipment.

Scant resources for research and outreach.

Laboratory for forensic toxicology and analysis of substances 
seized in the same department.

Contacts with other national laboratories.

Attendance at congresses, meetings, etc.

Staff motivation, commitment, and experience.

Proposal: Contacts / Network of regional laboratories dedicated to 
drug analysis.
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shikichi@poderjudicial.gub.uy

laboratorioqyt@poderjudicial.gub.uy
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