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(Saint Lucia)

I. LEGISLATION
1. How has the Convention of Belém do Pará been incorporated in your country’s legislation?  Can it be applied directly or is a specific mechanism for incorporating it into the country’s law necessary?  In the latter case, has that mechanism been utilized? If not, why?
St. Lucia became signatory to the Convention of Belém do Para` on November 11th, 1994. This Convention was ratified by the Government on August 3rd, 1995. 

The Convention of Belém do Para` has been incorporated in St Lucia’s legislation through the revision of the Criminal Code of 2003. Chapter Two of the revised Criminal Code addresses Offences Against the Person, Assaults, Sexual Offences, Offences Relating to Marriage and Abortion and Childbirth Offences (this legislation was amended to allow abortions under the following conditions: where a medical doctor has reason to believe that (a) the continuance of a pregnancy involves a risk to the life of the pregnant woman; (b) the pregnancy is as a result of rape or incest; (c) a termination is necessary to prevent grave permanent injury to the physical or mental health of the pregnant woman)   previous to this all forms of  abortion was illegal. 

The revised Criminal Code makes provisions that in many cases increases the penalty of existing legislation and includes new legislation that provides for offences such as Stalking and knowingly and recklessly transmitting the AIDS virus.   

2. Are there any provisions in your national law that define violence against women, distinguishing it from intra-family, family, or domestic violence and that include as components:

a. Action, failure to act or conduct against women because of their condition as women? 

b. That results in death, injury, or suffering?

c. That said injury or suffering is physical, sexual, or psychological?
d. That the victims are women, girls, and female adolescents? 
e. That this takes place in both the public and the private sphere?

If such a provision exists, kindly provide information about, the dates of its adoption and entry into force, and the text itself. 

If not, which measures have been taken to include such provisions in national law?
/
There is legislation, (revised Criminal Code Saint Lucia 2003) however it does not specify the sex of the victim.
3. Do your civil and criminal legislation and administrative procedures contain any provisions that prevent, punish and eradicate  the following forms of violence:

a. Physical violence?
Under the Criminal Code anyone who intentionally causes wound to any other person is liable on conviction indictment to imprisonment for ten years or on summary conviction for three years.

Any person who recklessly causes wound to any other person is liable on conviction on indictment to imprisonment for five years.

Any person who with any of the intents mentioned in Section 102 ( deals with Harm with Aggravation), and by means of choking, suffocating, strangling, or by any other violence, or by means of any stupefying or overpowering drug, gas, or other matter, renders or attempts to render a person unconscious or insensible or physically incapable of resistance, is liable on conviction on indictment for twenty years or on summary conviction to imprisonment for ten years.

b. Psychological violence?
(1)
Subject to the provisions of this section, where a person-

1. Uses threatening, abusive or insulting words or behavior, or disorderly behavior; or
2.  Displays any writing, sign or other visible representations which is threatening, abusive or insulting;
3. Within the hearing or sight of a person likely to be harassed, alarmed or distressed by such threatening, abusive or insulting words or writing or sign or other visible representation or disorderly behavior he or she is guilty of an offence and liable on conviction on indictment to imprisonment for three years.

(2)
A person is guilty of an offence under subsection (1) if he or she intends his or her words or behavior or the writing, sign or other visible representation to be threatening, abusive or insulting, or as the case may be, he or she intends his or her behavior to be or is aware that it may be disorderly.

c. Sexual violence?
Any person who has sexual intercourse with another 
(a) without  the consent of that person; or

(b) without believing that the person consents to such intercourse or is reckless as to whether the other person consents or not,
a. is guilty of the offence of rape and liable on conviction on indictment to imprisonment for life.

a. A husband or wife who is guilty of the offence of rape is liable on conviction to imprisonment for fourteen years
b. A person is guilty of an offence if that person induces another person to have sexual intercourse or unlawful sexual connection with any person-
2. By force or duress;
3. By false or fraudulent representation as to the nature of the act;
Or

4. By administering, to that other person, or by causing that other person to take, any drug, matter or thing with intent to stupefy or overpower that person.
(2) A person guilty of an offence under Subsection(1) is  liable on conviction on indictment to imprisonment for fourteen years.

a. Any person who has sexual intercourse with another person who is under the age of twelve years, whether or not the other person consented and whether or not the first-mentioned person believes that the other person is twelve years of age or more, is guilty of an offence and liable on conviction on indictment to imprisonment for life.
b. Any person who has sexual intercourse with another person who-
(a)
Is not the spouse of the first-mentioned person; and
(b)
Is twelve years of age or more but has not attained the age of sixteen years;

is guilty of an offence and liable on conviction on indictment to imprisonment for fifteen years.
d. Patrimonial or economic violence?
e. Other types of violence? Please specify: 

Any person who-

1. Procures any male or female under eighteen years of age to have unlawful sexual  intercourse or sexual connection with another person within or outside this State;

2. Procures any male or female to become, either within or outside this State, a common prostitute;

3. Procures any male or female to leave this State, with intent that he or she may for the purpose of prostitution, become an inmate of ,or frequent, a brothel elsewhere;

4. Procures any male or female to leave his or her usual place of abode in this State with intent that he or she may for the purposes of prostitution, become an inmate or frequent a brothel, in any country;


is liable on conviction on indictment to imprisonment for seven years.
If yes, kindly provide:

· The information about the dates of its adoption and entry into force, the text itself and the relevant legal articles defining rape.

· Whether the perpetrators include individuals and government agents
/
· Whether there is any form of reparation for the victims.

4. Does the legislation contain provisions on the prevention and punishment of domestic and international trafficking in persons, especially women?  Are those provisions consistent with the Palermo Protocol and is trafficking in persons regulated differently from forced prostitution?
The Criminal Code does not address domestic and international trafficking in persons, especially women. However, there is a Counter-Trafficking in Persons Act of January 25th, 2010. The Counter-Trafficking in Persons Act addresses assistance and protection and prevention as it relates to trafficking in persons. 
If such a provision exists, kindly provide information about the dates of adoption and entry into force, and the text itself.

If not, which measures have been taken to include such provisions in national law?
/
5. Does the legislation contain provisions on the prevention and punishment of forced prostitution? Are these provisions consistent with the Rome Statute, which established the International Criminal Court, and do they address forced prostitution separately from trafficking in persons, especially women?
Yes, forced prostitution is addressed in the legislation. In addition to information provided in Question 3, any person who, knows that an offence in this regard has been committed by the person, aids and abets the unlawful detention of another person, or otherwise aids and abets the execution of the intent with which that offence, is guilty of that offence.

A police officer may take into custody without a warrant the person whom he or she has reasonable cause to suspect of having committed or attempting to commit, any offence under this section.
If such a provision exists, kindly provide information about the date of adoption and entry into force, and the text itself. 

If not, which measures have been taken to include such provisions in national law?
/
6. Is sexual harassment punishable in the following spheres?

a. In the workplace?
b. In health?

c. In education?
d. Anywhere else? Please specify: …………………………
Sexual harassment is directly addressed in the Equality of   Opportunity and Treatment in Employment and Occupation Act Cap. 16.14 2001 Part 2 Section 8- Sexual Harassment   states any act of sexual harassment against an employee committed by an employer, managerial employee or co-employee shall constitute unlawful discrimination based on sex … and constitutes an offence.
If such a provision exists, kindly provide information about dates of adoption and entry into force, and the text itself, including the type of sanctions. 

If not, which measures have been taken to include it in national law?
/
7. Has sexual violence within marriage and common-law unions been defined as a specific crime? Please indicate whether:
a. Rape within marriage and common-law unions has been criminalized.
No, rape within marriage and common- law unions has not been criminalized, however the legislation makes provision in cases of where there is a divorce or separation.

A husband is guilty of the offence of rape where he has sexual intercourse with his wife without her consent by force, fear or the use of a drug or thing with intent to stupefy or overpower her, where there is in existence in relation to them-

1. A decree nisi of divorce or nullity granted under the Divorce Act (No. 2 of 1973);

2. A decree of judicial separation granted under the Civil Code (Cap 242);

3. A separation agreement or where the parties are in fact separated, or

4. A peace binding order for the husband not to molest his wife or have sexual intercourse with her including a protection order from the Family Court.

The provisions apply mutatis mutandis to a wife who commits the offence of rape.

A husband or wife who is guilty of the offence of rape is liable on conviction to imprisonment for fourteen years.

b. Other forms of sexual violence within marriage and common-law unions have been criminalized.

If such a provision exists, kindly provide information about the dates of adoption and entry into force, and the text itself. 

If not, which measures have been taken to include this crime in national law?
/
8. Is there a provision in your legislation that explicitly bans the use of conciliation, mediation, or any other method that seeks an extrajudicial settlement to violence against women, girls, and female adolescents?  
No, there are no provisions in our legislation which explicitly ban the use of conciliation, mediation or any other method that seeks an extra judicial settlement to violence against women, girls and female adolescents.
If such a provision exists, kindly provide information about dates of adoption and entry into force, and the text itself. 

If not, indicate whether substantive or procedural law or jurisprudence provides for any of these methods and which steps have been taken for their repeal.
/
9. Are there any provisions that criminalize femicide?
/ In case not, are the elements of femicide considered as aggravating circumstances of homicide? 

Femicide is not committed in St Lucia.
If such a provision exists, kindly provide information about the dates of adoption and entry into force, and the text itself. 

If not, which measures have been taken to include this in national law?
/
10. Are there provisions in your national legislation that criminalize violence against women perpetrated by the State?  In this regard, are there provisions in your legislation that:
a. Punish sexual violence in armed conflicts?
/
b. Punish violence such as torture, war crimes, and crimes against humanity?
/
c. Punish violence against women committed in hospitals, educational establishments, prisons and other State institutions?

If such a provision exists, kindly provide information about the dates of adoption and entry into force, and the text itself. 

If not, which measures have been taken to include these crimes in national law?
Not applicable

11. Are there any provisions to protect sexual and reproductive rights of women? 

a. Are there provisions that criminalize obstetric violence?
/
According to the Criminal Code anyone who intentionally and unlawfully causes harm to a living child during the time of its birth is liable on conviction on indictment to imprisonment for ten years.

b. Punish public functionaries who prevent women, girls, and female adolescents from taking proper care of their sexual and reproductive health?
/
No
c)
Are there any provisions decriminalizing abortion as a result of rape?
According to the Criminal Code where a medical practitioner has reason to believe that the pregnancy is as a result of rape or incest he or she may, with the consent of the pregnant woman or person authorized by the pregnant woman, terminate the pregnancy.

d)
Are there any provisions decriminalizing therapeutic abortion? 
e)
Are there any provisions to punish forced sterilization?  No
f)
Are there any provisions to punish artificial insemination without consent? No

g) Are there any provisions that guarantee the free access of women to emergency contraceptives?  Not applicable women have free access to emergency contraceptives.
h)
Are there any provisions that guarantee emergency prophylactic care and treatment of HIV and other sexually transmitted diseases especially in cases of sexual violence?  No, however this is standard protocol in the medical response to such cases.
i)
How do you guarantee the exercise of these rights?

If such a provision exists, kindly provide information about the dates of adoption and entry into force, and the text itself. 

If not, which measures have been taken to include these provisions in national law?

12. Are there national awareness campaigns to disseminate information on women’s rights, specifically the Convention of Belem do Para?   

The Division of Gender Relations produced a booklet, which simplified the Convention. The booklet has been widely disseminated.  
II.
NATIONAL PLANS
13. Is there a national Plan/Action/Strategy for the prevention, punishment, and eradication of violence against women?  Does it address all forms of violence against women?  Are evaluations conducted regarding its implementation and any problems in that regard?
No, such a plan exists. 

If such a program exists: 

a) when was it established? 

b) what period does it cover?

c) how it is executed and evaluated? 

d) how is it disseminated and promoted? 

e) has there been a multisectoral approach in which  government institutions and civil society participate in drawing up the plans?

f) are there any penalties for failing to comply with national plans?



If not, which measures have been taken to establish one?
/ 
A number of consultations have been conducted to discuss the development of a National Plan of Action on Violence Against Women/ Gender-based Violence. It is anticipated that such a policy will be in place before the end of 2010.

14.
Is the topic of violence against women addressed in the following national plans/plans of action/strategies on:

a) education  

b) employment and income
c) poverty eradication?
d) gender equity and equality?
e) health?
Yes. Reduce the incidence of gender based violence by 30% by 2010

Increase access to safe and secure options for female victims of abuse by 2011

Strategies involved are:

-
Strengthen gender-based violence community response teams

-
National Policy on gender based violence

-
National Protocol on data collection

-
Increase gender advocacy

-
Strength programmes to address gender based violence

f)
HIV / AIDS?
g)
public security/crime prevention?

h)
other? Please specify: ……………………………..

In the event it is addressed, kindly describe how violence against women is addressed in those plans/plans of actions/strategies.  If not, which measures have been taken to implement it?
/
15.
Are there plans to offer training (not isolated or sporadic training sessions) to the following on the topic of violence against women, women’s rights, in the framework of the Convention of Belem do Para:

a) Lawmakers?
b) Justice system personnel (judges, prosecutors, paralegals, special family violence units in the police force and other public functionaries)?
c) Health system personnel?
d) Educators?
e) Military and police forces?
f) Women’s social and community-based organizations 
g) Specialized units to deal with violence?
h) Others?  Please specify………………………………..
If such training exists, describe their characteristics and the topics considered, and indicate how frequently they are held.  If not, which measures have been taken to include them?
/
16.
Does the State promote the participation of civil society in:

a)
Design of the Plan/Action/Strategy?

b)
Monitoring and Evaluation of the Plan/Action/Strategy?

c)
Execution of conjoint projects or collaboration in activitites? Please specify ..............

d)
Others? Please specify......................

17.
Are there cooperation agreements with the media and publicity agencies to promote women rights and disseminate the contents of the Convention of Belem do Para?

III.
ACCESS TO JUSTICE

18.
Has there been an increase in the number of entities in charge of receiving complaints of violence against women?  If so, identify the type of institution, on which date it occurred, how many were added and where they are located?  If not, indicate why that number did not increase and the measures taken in that regard.
/
· Yes, there has been an increase in the number of entities in charge of receiving complaints of violence against women. The institutions which exist are:

· Women’s Support Centre which provides shelter for women and their dependent children and manages a 24-hour hotline was established in 2001

· Family Court established in 1997 under the 1994 Family Court Act No. 4 1994, it provides for hearing related to cases of domestic violence and issues of child custody and maintenance to be held in a court located away from the general  court to provide a less intimidating and a more secure environment for victims of domestic violence. 
· Vulnerable Person Team in the Royal St. Lucia Police Force established on December 4th, 2007, this is a specialized Unit with trained officers to handle cases of child abuse and domestic violence. There are two branches of the Unit one in the north and one in the south of the country.
· Saint Lucia Crisis Centre established on October 27th 1988, it is a non government organization which provides assistance and support as well as crisis counseling to victims of gender-based violence.  
19.
¿Are there any administrative provision or others that ease access to justice for women and guarantee due process, such as:

a) Specialized officers?

Yes, specialized officers are attached to the Vulnerable Person Team of the Royal St. Lucia Police Force.

b)
Private spaces?

c)
Free legal services?


Legislation regarding free legal services was passed in 2007 and it is anticipated that the services will be established some time soon.  

d)
Interpreters in indigenous languages?

e)
Guidelines on confidentiality and data protection of the victim, her family and/or witnesses? Court Hearings involving sexual abuse including rape are held in-camera. There are also established protocols regarding issues of confidentiality within and among agencies dealing with issues of gender-based violence.  

f)
Others? Please specify……………………… 

Please also explain what measures are taken so that rural, indigenous and afro-descendent women can access to justice. 


The Family Court had decentralized its services, to include three additional locations, which provide access to rural women to court hearings and social support. 

20. Which of the following mechanisms are in place for ensuring the effectiveness of measures to protect women, their relatives, and/or witnesses in cases of violence?

a) Funds for transportation?
This is in effect at the Women’s Support Centre. The Centre’s also has a bus, which provides transportation for its clients. 

b) Mechanisms for rescuing women?
The following protocol is being used by the Royal St Lucia Police Force Protocol when referring women to the Women’s Support Centre:
· Inform the victim that there is a safe place where she and her children can go.

· If the victim wants to go to the Shelter, contact the Women’s Support Centre at 202, to inform them that you have a referral, please identify yourself with your name and badge number when you call.

· When you call, the staff will ask to speak to the victim to assess her level of risk

· The shelter staff may request a police escort to collect pertinent documents and personal belongings from the client’s home.

· The shelter will then send a vehicle to pick up the client.

· Do not inform the perpetrator that the victim is going to the shelter; you can tell the perpetrator that the victim is going to a safe place.

· Do not disclose the location of the shelter to anyone.

· Do not disclose the vehicles that pick up the clients to anyone

· Do not disclose the identities of the shelter staff

· If a woman does not want to go to the shelter please give her the 202 Hotline number and inform her that she can call to get free counseling any time, day and night.

If necessary, depending on the location of the school, children will be dropped off and picked up by the Centre’s vehicle. The school’s officials will be notified and instructed to release the child only to the driver. The child will also be given instructions. The school is to notify the Centre if anyone visits or attempts to lure the child off the compound.

c) Change of identity?

d) Witness protection?

e) Clearance for leaving the country?
The Immigration Department of St.Lucia facilitates the issuance of the passport having been issued a Court Order and/or the relevant documents from the particular social agency. The passport is issued within 14 working days, but if required urgently the process can be expedited where the social agency pays $130.00 after which it will be made available within a day or two. Children’s passports are not issued without the authorization /signature of the parent(s) or guardian on the available passport form.

f) Secure networks for reference?

g) Others? Please specify

21. Are there assessments and studies on how much time it actually takes to provide protection orders after a complaint is reported? Are there statistics on how many and what type of protection orders were granted last year to women victims of violence as compared to the total number of protection orders requested?
/
22.
Are there any protocols of care for women, girls, and female adolescents who are victims of violence, in the official language and in indigenous languages, for use by: 

a)
The police and the staff of entities that receive complaints?

b)
Prosecutors’ offices?

c)
Health system personnel?

d)
Others? Please specify 

If such a protocol exists, kindly attach a copy.  If not, or if only an official language version exists, explain the measures taken to draft one and/or translate it.
/
23.
Do judges and prosecutors use the Convention of Belém do Pará and international human rights treaties in their judgments and rulings?  Has a study or an assessment been made of the use of these instruments in the work of judges and prosecutors? If such a study exists, please outline its main conclusions and/or the relevant judgments. 
24.
Are there studies or assessments on judges and prosecutors about: 

a)
the influence of stereotypes, prejudices, myths and customs in the prosecution of cases of violence against women; and how these affect the trial and/or the sentencing?

b)
If judges and other judiciary officers take into account or use negatively the personal history of the victim or her previous sexual experience in delivering the sentence?

If such a study exists, please outline its main conclusions and/or the relevant judgments.

IV.
SPECIALIZED SERVICES

25.
Has the number of government (not civil society) shelters and integrated support centers for women victims of violence and their children increased over the past four years?  If so, please indicate how many have been added and where they are located.  If not, what measures have been taken to increase their number and when are the new shelters and support centers expected to begin to operate?
/
No, there have not been any additions to the number of support shelters/centres for women victims of violence and their children over the past four years.

26.
Over the past four years has the coverage of free specialized services provided by the government (not civil society) expanded and/or been enhanced, for example:

a)
Free pre-trial legal counsel?

b)
Free legal counsel during trials?

c)
Free 24-hour national telephone hotlines?

d) Health care programs, including Sexual health programs and services for legal interruption of pregnancy? 

e)
Psychological counseling, therapy, support and self-help groups?

f)
Other? Please specify …………………………….

If they have increased and/or enhanced, please explain how.  If not, explain why and the measures taken to ensure such an increase and/or enhance.
/
Some of these services are in place, but they have not increased significantly over the past four years.

27.
Are there information campaigns for the promotion of these services among women? 
Yes, there have been information campaigns for the promotion of existing services among women. This is done through outreach programmes within the communities and institutions such as schools, workplaces  through NGOs and the Community Response Teams (CRTs) for gender-based violence, which are groups of specially trained community volunteers. 
28.
Have existing services mentioned in questions 25 and 26, as well as client satisfaction been evaluated?  If so, describe the results of those evaluations and the measures taken by the State to comply with the recommendations and improve services.  If not, describe the measures being taken to conduct an evaluation this year.
/
Client assessments are made with each client at the Women’s Support Centre upon the end of their stay there. Most clients indicate their satisfaction with the services provided, and indicate that they would refer the services.

Several public awareness campaigns have been successfully launched by the Division of Gender Relations at the community and national levels through the use of electronic and print medium.

V.
BUDGET
/
29.
In the past four years, what percentage of the national budget has been allocated to programs to combat violence against women (not only family or domestic violence)? Please specify if the source of such allocations are public funds, private funding or international cooperation. 
The following are the amounts of the national budget allocated to the Division of Gender Relations, a significant amount of these allocations go towards combating violence against women.

2006-0.0006 % 

2007- 0.0006 %

2008- 0.0007 %

2009-0.0006 %

30.
In the past four years, what percentage of the annual national budget has been allocated to:

a)
Women’s police stations, prosecutors or other entities that receive complaints?

b)
Training of functionaries?

c)
Specialized services: women’s shelters, free help hotlines, free legal advisory services, free legal counsel, and free psychological counseling? 

2006 - 0.0004 %




2007 - 0.0003 %


2008-0.0003 %


2009= 0.0004 %

d)
Campaigns to prevent violence against women?

e)
Health services for women affected by violence nationwide?

f)
Other? Please specify…………………

VI.
INFORMATION AND STATISTICS

31.
In the past four years, has the State conducted studies and research on violence against women and/or implementation of the Convention of Belém do Pará in your country?  If so, present the main conclusions of those studies and indicate whether any type of follow-up has taken place at the national level. If not, which measures have been taken to conduct them?

No State conducted studies and research on violence against women and / or implementation of the Convention of Belém do Para.
32.
In the past four years, which activities have taken place to promote and support research on violence against women, in coordination with civil society organizations and with academic institutions in your country?
/
33.
In the past four years, have surveys been periodically conducted on: 

a)
Violence against women? 

b)
Women’s understanding of their rights? 

c)
Women’s familiarity with the public services available, in the event that they are victims of violence?

d)
Other? Please specify…………………………………

If such surveys have been conducted, indicate whether the survey interviewers were given prior training on the topic and the methodology used, and report on the survey results. If not, report on measures taken to conduct such a survey.
/
No surveys have been conducted.
34.
Have publicly accessible records been kept of the number and characteristics of reports or cases of violence against women (not only family, intra-family, or domestic violence) by:

a)
The police and other entities that receive complaints?

b)
The courts and prosecutors’ offices?

c)
Health care services?

d)
Other? Please specify ………………………………..

If these records are kept, report on the number of complaints received each year and on any other data collected on the victim, disaggregated by age, geographical location, ethnicity, marital status, educational level, occupation and relationship to the aggressor.  If not, report on the measures taken to establish these records.
/
Yes, publicly accessible records have been kept of the number and characteristics of reports or cases against women.

35.
Is any information from the past four years available on:

a)
The number of women victims of violence each year by age, marital status, type of violence, and geographic location?

b)
The number of cases of violence against women that were prosecuted as compared to the total number of complaints of violence against women?

c)
The number of convictions for violence against women as compared to the total number of complaints?

d)
The number of women victims of femicide
/ each year by age, marital status, and geographical location?
Not applicable

e)
The number of convictions for femicide as compared to the total number of cases recorded?

f)
Other? Please specify ……………………………….

If such information is available, kindly provide figures. If not, explain the measures taken to obtain such figures in the future.
/
36.
Is there any mechanism or body for coordination between the institutions for women/gender and the public entities that draw up and compile national statistics, to improve the compilation of data on violence against women?  If such a mechanism or body exists, please explain which one, its purpose and functions.
/
Yes, there is a mechanism for co-coordinating between the institutions for women/gender and public entities.

The Research Officer in the Division of Gender Relations has some responsibility to improve the compilation of data on violence against women.

The Division of Gender Relations is the National Machinery on Women which was established as a Women’s Desk in 1986, it is now a department in the Ministry of Health, Wellness, Human Services, National Mobilization, Family Affairs and Gender Relations.

The Division promotes gender equality and women’s empowerment, through its numerous programmes and organized activities. Its motto is “Equity and Empowerment- Social justice for All”. The Division also attempts to integrate gender mainstreaming as an area of focus in its work programme. 
The objectives of the Division of Gender Relations are:

· Establish and monitor structures and mechanisms designed to address gender imbalances in all sectors and forums.
· Co-ordinate programmes at the national, regional and community levels aimed at influencing policy towards the achievement of gender equity and improving gender relations.
· Provide technical advisory services to government and the private sector agencies as well as collaborate with these agencies in the implementation of programmes which address gender inequalities and women’s needs.
· Collect and disseminate data and information on gender issues and women’s needs and concerns to increase the awareness of planners and policy makers and the general public on the significant contribution of women to national development, as well as to inform changes in policy plans, programmes and projects aimed at creating gender equity.
· Provide technical assistance to NGOs to strengthen their capacity to address gender issues that would respond to the needs and concerns of women in their communities.

The main functions of the Division of Gender Relations are:

· Research and Data Collection/ Dissemination of Information.
· Non-Formal Education and Training.
· Capacity Building of NGOs/Women’s Organizations.
· Counseling/Referrals.
· Public Education/Advocacy/Outreach.
· Policy Development and Monitoring.
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�.	Based on the recommendation #4 (Rec.4) of the Hemispheric Report and indicator 1.1.a. of the Indicators for Follow-Up to the Committee of Experts’ (CEVI) Recommendations.


�.	Indicator 1.1.b.


�.	Rec. 13 and indicator 1.1.c.


�.	Rec. 13.


�.	Rec. 12 and indicator 1.1.d.


�.	Rec. 10 and indicator 1.1.e.


�.	Rec. 14 and indicator 1.1.g.


�.	According to the CEVI Declaration on Femicide (MESECVI/CEVI/DEC. 1/08) of August 15, 2008, femicide is “the violent death of women based on gender, whether it occurs within the family, a domestic partnership, or any other interpersonal relationship; in the community, by any person, or when it is perpetrated or tolerated by the state or its agents, by action or omission.”


�.	Rec. 37 and indicator ….


�.	Rec. 33.


�.	From Rec. 33.


�.	Article 15 of Venezuela’s Organic Law Related to the Right of Women to a Life Free of Violence defines obstetric violence as the “taking over of women’s bodies and reproductive processes by health professionals, as evidenced by dehumanized treatment, over-medication and the pathologization of natural processes, resulting in women’s loss of autonomy and of their ability to decide over their own bodies, and negatively affecting their quality of life.”


�.	A question is proposed on violence by the state and subparagraphs c, d, and e, taking into account their inclusion in Table No. 4 of the Hemispheric Report.


�.	Recs. 18 and 19 and the indicators from section 1.3.


�.	Item taken from the United Nations questionnaire on implementing the coordinated database on violence against women, October 2006. The Secretariat proposed as a complement to question 13 on national plans.  Proposal was modified by the CEVI in its V Meeting.


�.	Recs. 24 and 31 and indicator 2.5.2.  A reference is made in this question to the military and police forces, which were not included in the questionnaire for the First Multilateral Evaluation Round.


�.	Rec. 29 and indicators 2.1.b and 2.4.


�.	Rec. 34 and indicators 1.1.f and 1.2.1 (quantitative).


�.	Rec. 28 and indicator 2.3.2.


�.	Rec. 32.


�.	Rec. 32 and the indicators from section 2.2. Services based on the questions from the questionnaire of the First Multilateral Evaluation Round.


�.	Rec. 32.


�.	Section taken from item 4 of the document on indicators and from Andrew Morrison’s recommendations on the Information and Statistics section of the Hemispheric Report, Recs. 39 and 40.


�.	Recommendation 51; also recommended by Andrew Morrison.


�.	Suggested by Andrew Morrison.


�.	Qualitative indicators from section 3.


28.	According to the CEVI Declaration on Femicide (MESECVI/CEVI/DEC. 1/08) of August 15, 2008, femicide is “the violent death of women based on gender, whether it occurs within the family, a domestic partnership, or any other interpersonal relationship; in the community, by any person, or when it is perpetrated or tolerated by the state or its agents, by action or omission.”


�.	Qualitative indicators from section 3.


�.	Rec. 46, also suggested by Andrew Morrison.





