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DECLARATION

Strengthening Hemispheric Efforts to Address and Counter

 Violent Extremism THAT IS CONDUCIVE to Terrorism

(Approved at the fourth plenary session held on May 4, 2018)
THE MEMBER STATES OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE AGAINST TERRORISM (CICTE) OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES (OAS), meeting at its eighteenth regular session held at OAS headquarters in Washington D.C., on May 3 and 4, 2018;


REAFFIRMING that terrorism constitutes one of the most grave threats to international peace and security, among others, and must be countered in accordance with the principles of international law, including the United Nations Charter, the Charter of the Organization of American States, the Inter-American Convention against Terrorism and relevant international agreements and conventions, in particular human rights law, refugee law and international humanitarian law;

REAFFIRMING ALSO that terrorism must be condemned in all of its forms and manifestations, with full respect for the sovereignty, territorial integrity and political independence of all member states, in accordance with the United Nations Charter;


REAFFIRMING FURTHER that terrorism and violent extremism that is conducive to terrorism cannot and should not be associated with any religion, nationality, civilization, or ethnic group;

UNDERSCORING that Member States have the primary responsibility in countering terrorist acts and violent extremism that is conducive to terrorism, and that any measures they take to counter terrorism must comply with all their respective obligations under international law, in particular international human rights law, international refugee law, and international humanitarian law;
CONCERNED over the acute and growing threat posed by foreign terrorist fighters, as well as by those who perpetrate, organize, incite or facilitate terrorist acts when they return to their countries of origin or nationality or to third countries, particularly from conflict zones;

CONCERNED ALSO that foreign terrorist fighters and other individual terrorists are using their violent extremist ideology to promote radicalization that leads to terrorism;

UNDERSCORING the importance of strengthening international cooperation to address the threat posed by foreign terrorist fighters, including on information sharing, border security, investigations, judicial processes, extradition, improving prevention and addressing conditions conducive to the spread of terrorism, preventing and countering incitement to commit terrorist acts, preventing radicalization to terrorism and recruitment of foreign terrorist fighters, disrupting and preventing financial support to foreign terrorist fighters, developing and implementing risks assessments on returning and relocating foreign terrorist fighters and their families, and prosecution, rehabilitation and reintegration efforts, consistent with applicable international law;

CONCERNED over the continuing use by terrorists and their supporters of communications technology, including the Internet, for the purpose of radicalizing, recruiting, training, and inciting others to commit terrorist acts, and financing and facilitating the travel and subsequent activities of  foreign terrorist fighters;

UNDERSCORING the roles that youth, families, women, victims of terrorism, religious, cultural and education leaders, civil society, as well as the media, can play to counter the violent extremist narratives that can incite terrorist acts, and to address the conditions conducive to the spread of terrorism, in particular by fostering mutual respect and understanding, reconciliation and peaceful coexistence among cultures, and by promoting and protecting human rights, fundamental freedoms, democratic principles and the rule of law;

RECALLING United Nations Security Council resolutions 1267 (1999), 1373 (2001), 1540 (2004), 1624 (2005), 1977 (2011), 1988 (2011), 1989 (2011) 2083 (2012), 2133 (2014), 2178 (2014), 2199 (2015), 2242 (2015), 2250 (2015), 2253 (2015), 2325 (2016), 2332 (2016) and 2396 (2017), which concern the adoption by Member States of the necessary measures, in accordance with applicable international law to combat terrorism and to counter violent extremism;

RECOGNIZING the key role of the United Nations in international efforts to prevent and counter terrorism and violent extremism, and the commitment of Member States to fully implement the UN Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the Plan of Action to Prevent Violent Extremism: Report of the Secretary-General of the United Nations (December 2015) and its recommendations for formulating a comprehensive and multidimensional action agenda to prevent violent extremism at the global, regional and national levels;

RECOGNIZING the need for additional research to understand the drivers of violent extremism, as well as the need for greater efforts to address the conditions conducive to the spread of terrorism;
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the need for strengthened national capacities to prevent and address violent extremism, including through increased land, sea and air border controls to prevent and combat the movement of terrorists, as well as effective mechanisms to counter the use of the Internet for terrorist purposes;

RECOGNIZING that terrorism and violent extremism that is conducive to terrorism do not respect borders and can only be defeated by a sustained and comprehensive approach involving the active participation and collaboration of all Member States, as well as international and regional organizations;

DECLARE:
1. Their strong and unequivocal condemnation of terrorism and violent extremism in all its forms and manifestations, regardless of by whom, where and for what purpose it is committed.

2. Their renewed consideration of ratifying or adhering to, as the case may be, the Inter-American Convention against Terrorism and other relevant international agreements and conventions.

3. Their commitment to redouble efforts to prevent and counter violent extremism from a comprehensive and multidimensional approach, with full respect for human rights and the rule of law, including through increased awareness at all levels of the threats posed by violent extremism, the exchange of best practices and lessons learned to counter violent extremism, as well as through greater research and data collection on the drivers of violent extremism that is conducive to terrorism. 

4. Their recognition of the importance of mainstreaming gender perspectives in all efforts to prevent and counter violent extremism, including the role of women in violent extremism, as well as their role in preventing and countering violent extremism.

5. Their commitment to implement measures that proactively counter violent extremist narratives through the promotion of tolerance, respect, inclusion, diversity, and the peaceful resolution of conflicts as alternatives to violent extremism.

6. Their commitment to ensure, consistent with their obligations under UN Security Council resolutions 2178 (2014) and 2396 (2017), that their domestic laws and regulations establish serious criminal offenses regarding the travel, recruitment, and financing of foreign terrorist fighters and that they be sufficient to prosecute and to penalize in a manner duly reflecting the seriousness of the offense.

7. Their commitment, consistent with obligations under UN Security Council resolution  2396 (2017), to develop and implement systems to collect biometric data; and also to develop watchlists or databases of known and suspected terrorists, including foreign terrorist fighters, in compliance with domestic law and international law, including human rights law; and calls upon Member States to provide technical assistance, resources and capacity building to those who may require it in order to implement such systems.

8. Their willingness to improve timely information sharing on foreign terrorist fighters, through appropriate channels and arrangements, and consistent with domestic law and international law, including human rights law, and domestic law, on foreign terrorist fighters, especially among law enforcement, intelligence, counterterrorism, and special services agencies, to aid in determining the risk foreign terrorist fighters pose, and preventing them from planning, directing, conducting, or recruiting for or inspiring others to commit terrorist attacks.

9. Their commitment to prevent the movement of terrorists by increasing effective national border controls, controls on issuance of identity papers and travel documents, and through measures for preventing counterfeiting, forgery or fraudulent use of identity papers and travel documents.

10. Their support for regularly contributing to and making use of the INTERPOL Stolen and Lost Travel Document (SLTD) database with a view to preventing the travel of terrorists.

11. Their continued commitment, consistent with their obligations under UN Security Council resolution 2396 (2017), to implementing International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) standards and recommended practices, particularly the establishment of advance passenger information systems (API) and the collection and analysis of passenger name record (PNR) data and to sharing this information with the competent national authorities, in accordance with domestic law and international obligations, with full respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms for the purpose of preventing, detecting, and investigating terrorist offenses and travel.

12. Their commitment to cooperate in order to prevent terrorists from exploiting technology, communications and resources to incite support for terrorist acts, while respecting human rights and fundamental freedoms, consistent  in compliance with other obligations under international law, as well as to increase voluntary collaboration among and with private sector technology companies on strengthening and enforcing their own terms of service, including with regard to designated terrorists, and on improving voluntary information sharing on terrorists.
13. Their commitment to developing and/or strengthening partnerships with the private sector, civil society, and other actors to encourage the use of information and communication technologies (ICTs), including the Internet, particularly by youth, to prevent and counter violent extremism and to strengthen the development of capacities to resist and counter radicalization to violence and violent extremist propaganda directed primarily at youth.

14. Their support for developing and/or updating, as appropriate, national counter-terrorism strategies and action plans, including specific policies and measures to prevent and counter violent extremism that is conducive to terrorism, in compliance with international law, including human rights law.



15. Their commitment to work with civil society and other actors to deepen an understanding of the local drivers of violent extremism and to actively address conditions conducive to the spread of terrorism.

16. The need for the CICTE Secretariat, within the scope of its authority and consistent with available financial resources, to take the necessary steps to expand its technical assistance to Member States that so request to prevent and counter terrorism and violent extremism, including capacity building to prevent the movement of terrorists through air, land and sea borders; to counter the use of the Internet for terrorist purposes; and to investigate the drivers of violent extremism.

17. The need to cooperate with the United Nations and other relevant international and regional organizations and initiatives, to avoid duplication of efforts and maximize synergies in preventing and countering violent extremism that is conducive to terrorism.

18. Their commitment to ensuring that the 2019 program-budget of the Organization allocates the CICTE Secretariat with the financial resources needed to implement the mandates, programs and activities contained in the CICTE Work Plan adopted at its eighteenth session, as well as sufficient resources to support the preparation and celebration of its annual meeting. Furthermore, to request that the Secretary General assign the CICTE Secretariat with additional human resources, particularly Regular Fund resources, to strengthen its technical assistance capacities and also to ensure greater continuity in CICTE’s work.

19. The importance of encouraging Member States, permanent observers, and international organizations to continue supporting the CICTE Secretariat through external financing sources, with a view to facilitating the fulfillment of its functions.
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