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Mr. Secretary-General, 

Mr. Chairman, 

Excellencies, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

Allow me, at the onset of my remarks, to express my profound gratitude to our friends from 

Bolivia—and especially to Foreign Minister David Choquehuanca—for the outstanding 

hospitality and excellent organization of this event.  

 

Our host city, Cochabamba, is a place with a long and glorious history, whose contribution to 

Bolivia’s development is well-known—starting with its role in the anti-colonial struggle. 

 

I would like to express my deep respect for the heroínas de la Coronilla—the group of one 

hundred scarcely armed women led by the blind Manuela Gandarillas, who in 1812 

staunchly resisted the invading army after their fathers, husbands and brothers had been 

massacred.  

 

The monument on the San Sebastián Hill not too far away from here stands as an everlasting 

testament to their bravery.  

 

This is but one example of the great Bolivarian spirit exhorting the cause of liberty and 

justice—not only in this country, but throughout the Andes and far beyond.  
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It was Simón Bolívar himself who laid the foundation for what has come to be known as the 

Organization of American States, when back in 1826 at the Congress of Panama, he 

proposed to create a hemispheric association of sovereign nations.  

 

Excellencies, 

 

It is my distinct privilege to participate in the annual Dialogue between OAS states and 

permanent observers—the fifth consecutive time I have done so as Foreign Minister of 

Serbia.  

 

As I reiterated in my March 2012 address to the OAS Permanent Council in Washington, DC, 

we are committed to further enhance our ties with this Organization, as well as strengthen 

traditional friendships with its member states.  

 

Since I assumed office, I have visited around 20 OAS countries—some of them many times. A 

record number of visits by senior diplomats from your respective nations to Serbia have 

taken place over the same period, as well.  

 

Excellencies, 

 

The Memorandum of Understanding between Serbia and the OAS has fostered a new sense 

of partnership, facilitating an increase in all-around cooperation in a number of areas, 

including law enforcement. This has led to enhanced police and judicial cooperation in the 

fight against organized crime. I am proud of the fact that Serbia is now one of the Americas’ 

foremost European partners in combating trans-Atlantic drugs trafficking. 

 

In the field of education, Serbia has made available hundreds of new scholarships for 

students from a number of Latin American and Caribbean states to attend the University of 

Belgrade.  

 

In the context of advancing the objectives of the draft Declaration of Cochabamba on Food 

Security with Sovereignty in the Americas, Serbia intends to share with the OAS Permanent 

Council information about a number of specialized training programs related to food and 

nutrition.  
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For instance, we will revive our highly successful specialist course in hydro-technology and 

irrigation, which trained thousands of experts from a number of Latin American and 

Caribbean countries over the course of the 1980s.  

 

We have offered the expertise of our specialists to a number of OAS nations, in order to help 

enhance food production and increase crop yields in environmentally-friendly ways. We thus 

hope to lend concrete support to the decision by the OAS to place highest priority on agro-

industry and food security, as a basis for economic transformation.  

 

Excellencies, 

 

Serbia’s active engagement in the OAS and other multilateral fora is born of our conviction 

that in the 21
st

 century, international stability and prosperity cannot be consolidated without 

taking into account the views of the majority of the global family of nations. 

 

We believe that all states—regardless of their size, influence, or stage of development—

have an ever-increasing duty to work together to advance the common interest of mankind.  

 

As a small and peaceful country determined to play a dignified role on the global stage, the 

Republic of Serbia has submitted its candidature for the Presidency of the UN General 

Assembly in its forthcoming, 67
th

 session.  

 

Should I be entrusted with this office, I intend to perform my duties responsibly, with great 

respect for core OAS values—a shared belief in which has brought us here today.  

 

On the basis of the principle of sovereign equality, I shall endeavor to enhance the role of 

the body the Millennium Declaration aptly defined as the “main deliberative, policymaking 

and representative organ of the United Nations.” 

 

I would be very grateful for the support of all the nations represented in this chamber.  

Thank you very much.  

 

 


