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I.  

The Kingdom of the Netherlands is a part of both Europe and the Western Hemisphere. Threats 

and opportunities in both regions are threats and opportunities for us too. We cannot 

effectively tackle them on our own. We need partners to tackle them with. 

 

From this standpoint, the Kingdom of the Netherlands attaches great value to our relationship 

with the Western Hemisphere and with the Organization of American States, whilst being a 

permanent observer. This is demonstrated in practice by the fact that we donated 2.7 million US 

dollars to the OAS in 2010. This made us the second largest permanent observer donor after 

Spain. Recently we also decided to contribute 500.000 euros to the Inter-American Commission 

on Human Rights (IACHR) for the period 2011-2012. 

 

In addition, the Kingdom of the Netherlands has actively collaborated with the OAS in their 

initiatives to combat Trafficking in Persons and recently presented its experiences at information 

sessions and trainings on the subject both in Washington and the Caribbean. 

 

II 

Our relationship with the Western Hemisphere is guided by four priorities: 

1. Security 

The threat of transnational organized crime is a threat to all of us that we need to 

confront together with our allies on a political, military and law enforcement level. 

Furthermore, we were one of the drafters of the 2003 Treaty of San Jose meant 

specifically to counter narcotics smuggling in the Caribbean Basin. This Treaty has been 

ratified by man countries present at this GA; and for those who are interested: we invite 

you to become a party to this treaty as well. 

2. Human Rights 

Promoting human rights is a top priority of our foreign policy. As previously mentioned, 

we support eh IACHR and recognize its potential as an important catalyst for Human 

Rights in the Western Hemisphere.  We are looking forward to working with you to help 

making the IACHR more efficient and more effective. Therefore we will also participate 

in the IACHR meeting on June 8 here in this city. Our commitment to human rights is 

further demonstrated by the presence of the Dutch Human Rights Ambassador at this 

GA. On Monday and Tuesday he hopes to talk to many of you to explore areas of mutual 

concern and possibilities for cooperation. 

3. Good Governance 



The Kingdom of the Netherlands attaches great value to good governance and 

democracy. We therefore regularly contribute resources and personnel to electoral 

observance missions in the Western Hemisphere organized by organizations such as the 

EU and the OAS. We will continue with this practice and will remain dedicated to 

building stronger democratic and legal institutions. 

4. Economic cooperation 

Besides cooperation in the security field, it is important to recognize our economic 

interdependence. In order to foster further economic growth, the Kingdom of the 

Netherlands seeks further economic cooperation and free trade in the Caribbean and 

the entire Western Hemisphere. 

 

III 

To put our priorities into practice, the Kingdom of the Netherlands has recently updated its 

Caribbean strategy to focus on our priorities. We have also reviewed and are restructuring our 

aid relationship with Central America to focus on human rights, good governance, 

democratization, security and the rule of law. Beyond these two approaches, we continue to 

work towards ever closer bilateral and multilateral cooperation with all countries in the region. 


