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Mr. Chairman, Mr. Secretary General, Excellences, distinguished delegates,   

 

 It is a real pleasure and an honor for Italy to attend, once again, the traditional luncheon 

for the Permanent Observers, on the occasion of the 42 session of the General Assembly of the 

Organization of American States. As you know Italy – just as Spain and France - is willing to have 

an open and substantive dialogue with the OAS that can further involve Observer Countries not 

only today but also all along the year. I therefore believe that this occasion is allowing us to start 

it, at least on the main topic of the GA:  “Food Security and Sovereingty”.  

I am convinced it will only be the beginning of a fruitful, active and renewed relationship with 

many of us - in the following months - under the successful and expert leadership of Secretary 

General Insulza and Assistant Secretary General Ramdin. Both have shown us how they can 

enhance and strengthen the Organization’s role as a fundamental Forum to address hemispheric 

matters in a balanced and effective way. Luckily they also fully understand the importance of 

cooperating and sharing experiences with the Observers, and that is why we count on their 

renewed strong support.  

 

Mr. Chairman, 

before mentioning Italy’s involvement in the American Continent and support to the OAS I 

would therefore like to focus on Food Security. This topic was central in the 2009 G8 Summit 

that took place in Italy and led, not only to the signing of the “Joint Declaration on Global Food 

Security” by 40 countries and International Organisations, but also to their commitment of 

spending 20 billion dollars to tackle the issue. As host country Italy took very seriously the 

problem and Prime Minister Monti, during the recent 35
th

 IFAD session, reminded that Food 

Security is a priority for Italy and underlined that it must be a priority for the whole International 

Community.       

My Government therefore more than welcomes the choice of focusing on the matter and OAS 

valuable cooperation with the Food and Agriculture Organization located in Rome.   

The establishment of a common view and a concrete joint agenda  of the American Continent on 

such paramount topic offers the opportunity to the OAS, its members and the Interamerican 

Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture to play a leading role, not only regionally but also at a 

global level. Such common agenda will have a great influence and promote progresses in this 

field at the Rio+20 UN Conference. But it could also have a worldwide beneficial effect: thanks 

to the next Universal Exposition that will take place in Italy in 2015, and will be focusing on Food 

Security, the Americas will be able to concretely sustain major points of the Cochabamba 
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Declaration, such as the preservation of local food traditions, enhanced public private 

investments, more efficient mechanisms of response to food crises, fostering regional 

humanitarian cooperation, agricultural development research, support for family farming, and 

finally surveillance of Food Security and biodiversity in which Italy has European leadership also 

thanks to its satellite technology. These are, by the way, all sectors in which Italy has been very 

active since 2009 especially with programs in Guatemala, Nicaragua, Argentina, Honduras, El 

Salvador and Bolivia. Interesting cooperation initiatives have also been enacted through 

Research Centers and Universities with Ecuador, US, Cuba, Brasil, Cile, Colombia, Costa Rica, 

Mexico, Peru and Uruguay. The quality and scope of such relationships is particularly relevant: 

the Italian Ambassador to Bolivia De Chiara has shown us for example what can be done - with 

the help of FAO - to mitigate the effects of Climate Change on agriculture, as well as monitoring 

and partially preventing the effects of natural disasters, and also reinforcing and preserving the 

vegetal genetic wealth.    

 

Mr. Chairman,  

please allow me to explain in which way the Universal Expo can concretely advance the Food 

Security agenda.  

With this great event, denominated Expo Milano 2015, Italy invites all the Countries of the 

international community to participate in a debate and an exchange of experiences on the 

challenges of nutrition and sustainability (from hunger to food health and safety, from the right 

to food to sustainable agricultural production and to the preservation of the water supplies). 

Expo 2015 will be at the same time a platform of great attractiveness where millions of people 

will converge during six months to experience the food technologies of the future, and the close 

connections that exist between nutrition, health, sustainable development and cultural tradition 

of the peoples. The presentation of countries will also explain the efforts focused on making 

agriculture competitive and self sustaining in the hemisphere; it will promote educational and 

science programs in food and nutritional security, and often offer possible solutions to common 

challenges in such fields and wellbeing. I therefore take this opportunity to invite all countries of 

the Americas that have not yet express themselves to participate, eventually also in groups of 

thematic interest, to this important appointment. I am, of course, at the disposal of Delegations 

to give details on the preparatory process.     

Finally I would like to underscore the important role of Bolivia on Food Security issues and 

congratulate President Morales for his upcoming appointment as special Ambassador for the 

year of Quinoa that will take place at FAO in Rome on June 11
th

.  

 

Switching to other fields of OAS competences, I can assure you that Italy continues to follow 

with great interest and involvement the various developments in the American continent, to 

which it feels particularly tied by profound historical, cultural and social links due to the 

importance of Italian emigration to some of its countries. I would also like to stress how the 

work and interests of the OAS ends up influencing our bilateral cooperation with the American 

countries. I believe - for instance - that OAS activism greatly contributed to the increased 

spending in Development Cooperation in the Hemisphere in the last 3 years. 

 

In such intense bilateral and multilateral framework, Italy reaffirms its firm commitment to 

support the Organization’s activities, also through concrete contributions. Given its great 

experience Italy is interested in contributing in some areas of multidimensional security, as was 

underscored by Under Secretary of State Dassu in a recent meeting with Secretary General 

Insulza. The fight of transnational organize crime and humanitarian demining are certainly 
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sectors where Italy’s is planning to give further concrete support. My country has also shown 

interest for enhanced protection of human rights and promotion of democracy, not only by 

cofinancing judicial facilitators activities but also by  contributing for the first time last year to 

some electoral registry reforms and observation missions, a field in which OAS expertise is well 

known. 

 

We are still waiting the final definition of the Budget for 2012 but I am  confident that our 

contribution can be at least at a similar level of  that of last year, in order to continue to provide 

- even in a difficult financial situation - our concrete support to the OAS.  

 

Mr. Chairman, 

while expressing my thanks and congratulations to the Secretariat and the Member States for 

the efficient and fruitful preparatory work, as well as to the Government of Bolivia for the 

magnificent organizational effort to host this important event,  I would like to renew my best 

wishes for a most successful 42nd Session of the General Assembly. 


