[image: image1.jpg]sssenay OAS




XL OAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY
DIALOGUE AMONG THE HEADS OF DELEGATION, THE OAS SECRETARY GENERAL, AND THE HEADS OF DELEGATION OF THE PERMANENT OBSERVER COUNTRIES ON THE THEME OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY SESSION: “PEACE, SECURITY, AND COOPERATION IN THE AMERICAS”

REMARKS FROM 

THE HEAD OF DELEGATION OF
THE PERMANENT OBSERVER COUNTRY OF
ITALY
JUNE 6, 2010
XL Session of the OAS General Assembly

Dialogue with the Permanent Observers

Address by the Alternate Permanent Observer of Italy to the OAS

Lima, Sunday, June 6, 2010

Check against delivery

Address by the Alternate Permanent Observer of Italy to the OAS

Dialogue with the Permanent Observers 

XL Session of the OAS General Assembly

Lima, June 6, 2010

Mr. Chairman,


It is a pleasure and an honor for Italy to attend, once again, the traditional meeting with the Permanent Observers, on the occasion of the XL session of the General Assembly of the Organization of American States: we look forward to an open and substantive dialogue, also in view of the further potential contribution from the Observer Countries.


Under the authoritative and expert leadership of Secretary General Insulza and Assistant Secretary General Ramdin, in these past 12 months we have seen positive signals on the strengthening of the Organization’s role as a fundamental forum to address hemispheric matters in a balanced and effective way.

Mr. Chairman,


Italy continues to follow with great interest and involvement the various developments in the American continent to which we feel particularly tied by profound historical links. 
In recent years,  Italy’s attention to Latin America has taken a qualitative leap forward,  marked by a number of important common initiatives. 

Just to quote a few more recent events, I could refer to Italy’s participation, as Associate Observer, at the Nineteenth Ibero-American Summit (Estoril, 29 November-1 December 2009); the IV National Italy – Latin America and the Caribbean Conference (Milan, 2-3 December 2009), focusing on regional integration and the promotion of economic, cultural, and scientific cooperation; The Conference of Ministers of the Interior and Justice, Italy-Central America/SICA (plus Mexico and Colombia), held in Rome this past March 25; the organization of events and activities on the occasion of the Second Centennial of the Independence of Latin American countries.
In this increasingly intense bilateral and multilateral framework, Italy reaffirms its firm commitment to promote the Organization’s activities, also through concrete support to some of its programs.
Waiting the final definition of the Budget for 2010, we are confident that our contribution can be at least at the same level of  that of last year, in order to continue to provide, even in the difficult financial situation at the international level, our concrete support to the Organization of American States. 

Humanitarian demining is certainly an important area of cooperation and a significant part of Italy’s contributions will de destined to support demining programs and assistance to victims of anti-personnel mines.
In the budget for the current year an initial funding of around 70.000 Euros has already been allocated for the following programs:

- Humanitarian Demining and Education on Mine Risks in the Condor Cordillera (Peru and Ecuador);

 - Rehabilitation and reintegration of mine survivors in Central America (Honduras and Nicaragua).

Italy is also interested in contributing more to the multidimensional security sector, as in a recent meeting Under Secretary of State Scotti has underscored to Secretary General Insulza. We have taken note of the Secretary General’s appreciation for the excellent results of the Conference of Ministers of the Interior and of Justice Italy-Central America/SICA (plus Mexico and Colombia) held in Rome this past March 25. We look forward to extending this positive initiative also to the OAS framework, possibly through a special Italian contribution to projects and programs in the sector of democratic security that are being defined more in detail.
Our willingness to collaborate in this crucial sector takes also into account what is stressed in the Draft Declaration of the Fortieth General Session of the OAS Assembly, in particular: 
[“RECALLING also that the Declaration on Security in the Americas establishes that our new concept of security in the Hemisphere is multidimensional in scope, includes traditional and new threats, concerns, and other challenges to the security of the states of the Hemisphere…”;
“AWARE that the new threats to security cannot be addressed by each country on its own and that, therefore, the security of our states depends on the existence of effective cooperation, in accordance with international law, against transnational threats, in order to provide comprehensive day-to-day protection to the human beings and citizens of the OAS member states”;]
“The need to develop in greater depth bilateral, sub-regional and regional cooperation mechanisms that strengthen the member states and to comprehensively address the new threats to the security of our populations, especially drug-trafficking, terrorism, trafficking in persons, the illicit trafficking in small arms and light weapons, ammunition, and explosives, corruption, and other related transnational crimes”.
Mr. Chairman


expressing our thanks and congratulations to the Secretariat and the Member States for the complex preparatory work, as well as to the Government of Peru for the splendid organizational effort to host this important event,  I would like to renew our best wishes for a most successful 40th Session of the General Assembly.

