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Mr. Chairman,  

Mr. Secretary General, Ministers, Heads of Delegation, Ladies and Gentleman, 

 

Let me begin by congratulating our host country, El Salvador, for the excellent organization and 

wonderful hospitality we are all enjoying here in San Salvador. 

 

It gives me pleasure to reiterate Finland’s long-standing and continuous support for the work of 

the Organization of American States. My country has been a permanent observer since 1988 

and has over the years participated in the funding of a broad range of OAS activities. 

 

Finland took part in the financing of the OAS electoral observation mission to Haiti in the 

autumn of 2010 with a contribution of 211,000 euros. We would like to commend the 

Organization for the excellent work done in Haiti, and the Haitian people for their vitally 

important progress that the election represented. 

 

Finland has regularly provided support for regional OAS programmes, and our intention is to 

continue to do so, at an annual rate of 300 000 euros, subject to parliamentary approval. The 

focus of our collaboration is poverty reduction, sustainable development, and the improvement 

of the status of women and respect for human rights in general. At this time, Finland is also 

engaged in supporting a programme in the Andean/Amazon Region and a best practices 

programme for human rights defenders, which will be implemented by the Inter-American 

Commission on Human Rights. 

 

During the last decade our regional cooperation in Central America has been focused on 

education in human rights as well as bilingual and intercultural training of indigenous teachers 

and the reinforcement of the civil society, especially worth youth, which constitutes a 

considerable proportion of the Central American working population. 

 

We also work together with the General Secretariat of the Central American Integration System 

(SG-SICA) on issues related to food security and renewable energy. And in Guatemala, in 

addition to other projects, Finland has been participating in the financing of the International 

Commission against Impunity in Guatemala (CICIG). The Commission has achieved remarkable 

results and it is important to support its work also in the future. In Nicaragua, we have long work 

on projects relating to rural development, health and good governance. 



 

Finland regards all these areas of activity as closely linked with the reduction of poverty and the 

strengthening of democracy, both of which are important prerequisites for a future of peaceful 

and sustainable development in the region. 

 

However, in the Central American region, the improvement of the security situation is crucial. 

Without security one cannot speak of real and sustainable development, especially when 

societies in the region are under heavy attack by transnational organized crime and drug cartels. 

We welcome the International Conference to Support he Central American Security Strategy to 

be held in Guatemala later this month. We will participate at ambassadorial level. The creation 

and implementation of a jointly approved Central American security strategy with a concrete 

action plan, with measures ranging from prevention to strengthening of the criminal justice 

system and rule of law, is urgently needed. 


