[image: image1.jpg]sssenay OAS




XL OAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY

DIALOGUE AMONG THE HEADS OF DELEGATION, THE OAS SECRETARY GENERAL, AND THE HEADS OF DELEGATION OF THE PERMANENT OBSERVER COUNTRIES ON THE THEME OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY SESSION: “PEACE, SECURITY, AND COOPERATION IN THE AMERICAS”

REMARKS FROM 

THE HEAD OF DELEGATION OF

THE PERMANENT OBSERVER COUNTRY OF

EUROPEAN UNION
JUNE 6, 2010
	                          [image: image2.wmf]
	EUROPEAN UNION

DELEGATION TO THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA




Dialogue among the Heads of Delegation, the OAS Secretary General and the Heads of Delegation of the Permanent Observer countries on the theme of the General Assembly session: 

“Peace, Security and Cooperation in the Americas”

Sunday, June 4, 2010

1pm – 3 pm 
Swisshotel

Delivered by: Luc Véron, Minister-Counselor

Speaking Points 
· First, allow me to welcome the Memorandum of Understanding the OAS and the European Commission in which collaboration and dialogue regarding issues of transnational relevance, including organized crime, are established.

· The European Union congratulates the Organization of American States to address in its fortieth General Assembly the issue of security.
· The EU supports an enhanced coordination and cooperation between and with countries in the region on security in all its aspects and dimensions;
· Proliferation of arms, terrorism, drugs, trafficking of all types, and organised crime constitute a constant threat to peace and security. International criminality knows no borders and has built up large-scale international networks and amassed substantial profits, mining societies in their foundations. 

· The European Union is and will remain committed to international cooperation aimed at addressing the security problem, at bilateral, regional and multilateral levels, in full respect of the principles of shared responsibility, and multilateralism. 

· Of course, in the framework of our Strategic Partnership with Latin America and the Caribbean, a region with which we share so many values and principles, cooperation areas include this very sensitive issue.

· In this sense, allow me to make a reference to the recent and successful Madrid EU-LAC Summit (May, 18th). In its Final Declaration (par. 21), both regions clearly stressed that we commonly support cooperation in peace and security matters, including conflict prevention and crisis management. Moreover, it was underlined that the existing bi-regional dialogue in this area will be developed. 

· During the last weeks, steps were made towards establishing a high level dialogue with Mexico (in the EU-Mexico Summit), an ad-hoc security dialogue with Central America was launched (in the EU-Central America Summit), while a similar one already has been in place with Brazil. 

· A particularly important place in this relation is occupied by the Cooperation and Coordination Mechanism on drugs. This topic is part of talks at bilateral, sub-regional and bi-regional levels and complements what EU Member States are already doing at bilateral level in this field. 

· Bi-regionally, the Action Plan of the EU-LAC Summit includes a chapter (number 6) on the world drug problem.

· The efforts the EU makes at political level are supported by the cooperation assistance unfolded in Latin American countries. Andean region is an important beneficiary of this, with over €260 millions allocated up to 2013 on projects addressing drugs, security, including support of social peace and stability in areas experiencing emerging crisis. Similarly, some €138 millions have been allocated to Central America for security, justice or governance related projects, while several dozen millions are allocated to Mercosur for similar projects.

· Of particular relevance are, in the context of encouraging greater regional synergies, the support EU is giving via projects such as COPOLAD (Cooperation programme between Latin America and the EU on anti-drugs policies), aimed at strengthening capacities and encouraging the process of elaborating anti-drugs policies or the EU-LAC cities in partnership of €1,400,000, coordinated by the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD) of the OAS. The recent OAS Summit held in Lugo on drugs was the product of this project and reflected, in its final Declaration, the commitment our regions have taken on matters related to prevention and treatment of drug use and dependency.

· At the same time, it would be positive to continue working in the area of intra-regional cooperation. In this respect, we welcome the steps forward made by the OAS countries and, in this respect, the recently adopted Consensus of Santo Domingo. We also look forward to concrete results in implementing the Commitment to Public Security in the Americas.
· Thank you.
