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Ambassador Jaime Girón began his intervention by reviewing the main issues undertaken in the six Summits that have been held since 1994 (five ordinary, one extraordinary). He pointed out that the United State’s initiative of convening the leaders of the Hemisphere around a Summit has resulted in the configuration of “an important space to address at the highest political level the topics that people are interested in”.


Ambassador Girón noted that while the results of the Summit have been very important, they often go unheard-of and unappreciated. As an example, he recalled that the Inter-American Democratic Charter, which was adopted in Lima in September 2001, was an idea born at the Third Summit of the Americas in Quebec in 2001. "Today, 10 years later we see that the Charter is a reality and that the countries continue to invoke it as a safeguard for their democratic spirit," recalled the Ambassador.

 
While recognizing the challenge for Colombia to hold the Summit in the midst of difficulties and the economic crisis, Ambassador Girón noted that there are reasons to be optimistic given the statistics showing that "this could be the decade of the Americas". "The Americas have everything that the world is demanding at this time," he continued, citing as examples natural resources, raw materials, the ability to produce food for which there is very high demand in many parts of the world, and human resources that are "young and qualified, as well as an expanding middle class with a profile capable of changing patterns of production and consumption". "The Americas have a potential that can not be wasted," he said. "It is a continent of opportunity.”

 
Ambassador Girón referred to the democratic stability, sound economic growth and diversity among nations as the strengths that are unique to the Western Hemisphere. "It's time to make decisions and that the Americas begin to think big and act big. This means that the continent needs to be integrated by all possible means" said the coordinator of the VI Summit of the Americas, who placed special emphasis on promoting cooperation and infrastructure "that can enhance the continent's strengths and position it as a first-rate international player and a valid interlocutor in global negotiations."
He also mentioned the problems that exist in the region, such as poverty and inequality, lack of security, organized crime, and climate change, among others. He stressed the importance of the use of technology to address social problems such as lack of access to education and health, and the need to encourage and promote integral development projects with a strong social content.

Ambassador Portales noted that the VI Summit will take place in a different international context, as the Americas - and in particular countries like Brazil, Chile and Peru - have been open to trade with China and other consumers of raw materials, which did not happen before. "Moreover, the international power balance has shifted and it is no longer the case that only military power matters, nowadays you also have to think of soft power and smart power." He estimated therefore that we live in an increasingly interdependent world and in a hemisphere that still has common problems, justifying more than ever the reason to hold a Summit of the Americas.

In that sense, he said, there are possibilities for cooperation in areas such as infrastructure, energy, productivity, equal opportunities, migration and research, among others.

The Ambassador felt that only within the framework of effective cooperation there can be advances in science, technology and infrastructure, and that there are several outstanding issues in which the region can strengthen cooperation, such as social inclusion, equal opportunities and education.

In his view, the United States should relate with its neighbors in Latin America as equals, and he considered it important that the free trade agreements with Colombia and Panama be approved before the Summit VI.
 
Portales highlighted the leadership of the Government of Colombia as host for the Summit, recommending that the meeting in Cartagena be focused not only on a broad discussion of documents, "but on certain core ideas". This goal, stated the Ambassador, is achieved through an active work of prior consultations and dialogue at the highest level in the months preceding the presidential meeting. "At a time of evolution of the Summit process, you need to reenergize the role of the presidents through a consultative process," he said.


Ambassador Maisto began by citing some of the most outstanding achievements and commitments of past Summits and suggested that the next one be more pragmatic, measurable, and successful in terms of commitments. In this regard, he encouraged governments to focus on the four subthemes raised by the Government of Colombia, poverty and inequality, security, natural disasters and access to technology-and its central theme: "Connecting the Americas, partners for Prosperity."

Ambassador Maisto called for the institutions of the Joint Summits Working Group, which comprises 12 international organizations, to take a more active role “as they are the ones that provide resources and expertise to implement the commitments" adopted in these meetings. Within the preparatory process for the Summit, he continued, the participation of the private sector and civil society organizations should also be accommodated. "To be inclusive, countries must incorporate all social actors so that they feel that they are part of the process and are being heard," he said.

He regretted that both the content and scope of the declarations resulting from the Summits are uninteresting to the media and difficult to understand by the general public, so they go unnoticed outside the diplomatic community, and therefore urged Colombia to produce documents that lofty rhetoric.
The U.S. diplomat concluded by recalling that the importance of the Summits is that they are a venue for leaders to come together and establish their priorities and objectives, and therefore stressed the need to keep that space as a central part of the meeting's agenda in 2012.

