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“THE ROAD TO CARTAGENA: 
HEMISPHERIC COOPERATION TO COMBAT NATURAL DISASTERS”
Carlos Alberto Villalba is the Vice President and Coordinator of the White Helmets Commission at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Argentina since 2003, representing Argentina at the Follow-up Group of the Regional Meetings on International Mechanisms for Humanitarian Aid and before the Joint Working 
Group on Existing Mechanisms for Disaster Prevention and 
Response and Humanitarian Assistance Among OAS Member 
States.

Besides serving as Political Focal Point of the U.N. International Search and Rescue Advisory Group (INSARAG) in his country, Minister Villalba authored the Manual for Community Participation and Volunteer Organizations in Latin America and the Caribbean, the publication Towards a Gender Perspective in Emergency Situations and Disasters, and the Methodological Proposition on Formalization of Ancient Wisdom.

Prior to his current appointment he headed the Articulation Plan of the Under secretariat for Public Management and between 2001 and 2002, as instructor in consumer services at the Single Regulating Entity of the City of Buenos Aires, responsible for designing the training plan for the managers of decentralized attention to users of public services.

From 1998 to 2000, Villalba served as co-leader of the Plan for Institutional Strengthening of the Municipality of Santa Fe and served at the National Institute of Public Administration (INAP) as an instructor, coordinator of the Legislatures and Municipalities Project and advisor to the National Directorate of Professional Training. 

Minister Villalba has headed and belonged to Argentine delegations to various international forums on risk management and humanitarian aid in addition to having held a number of positions with social and humanitarian hues within the Argentine government, among them consultant to Under secretariat of Human Rights at the Ministry of the Interior, Project Coordinator for the National Commission of Malvinas Ex –Combatants, and consultant for the National Program for Assistance to Social Sectors. 

Carlos Villalba Studies psychology and has taught at the National University of La Plata (Argentina); the National University of Heredia (Costa Rica) and the University of Costa Rica.
Jean Luc Poncelet is the Area Manager in Emergency Preparedness 
and Disaster Relief for Latin America and the Caribbean at the Pan-American Health Organization (PAHO/WHO). Prior to his appointment in May 2002, he had been serving as Regional Advisor on Emergency Preparedness. 
His vast experience in the field of natural disasters and emergencies includes participation in humanitarian relief operations following disasters such as the earthquake in El Salvador (1986), Hurricane Joan in Nicaragua (1988), hurricanes Gilbert (1988), Hugo (1989), and Luis in the Caribbean (1995), civil unrest in Haiti (1993), tropical storms Debby and Gordon in St. Lucia and Haiti (1994), the 1995 and 1997 earthquakes in Ecuador, Hurricane Georges in the Caribbean (1998) and Hurricane Mitch in Honduras, Nicaragua and El Salvador (1998).

Dr. Poncelet joined PAHO in 1986 as an Associate Expert in Disaster Relief and was later appointed to the sub regional position of Emergency Preparedness Advisor for the Caribbean. In 1991, he was transferred to the Caribbean Program Coordination (CPC) in Barbados and subsequently to Ecuador, where he continued to work until 1999, when he was appointed Regional Advisor on Emergency Preparedness at PAHO Headquarters in Washington, D.C.
He began his career conducting research in various fields at the Institute of Tropical Medicine of Antwerp in 1984. From 1984 to 1986, while in private practice in Brussels, he conducted several research studies for the Institute of Hygiene and Epidemiology of the Ministry of Public Health of Belgium, as well as for University of Louvain. He has also contributed to several technical documents related to disaster management.  
Jean Luc Poncelet received his medical degree from the University of Louvain in Belgium in 1983. In 1984, he was awarded a Diploma in Tropical Medicine by the Institute of Tropical Medicine of Antwerp and received a master’s degree in public health from Université Libre de Bruxelles the following year. 
Durwood J. Zaelke is the President and founder of the Institute for Governance and Sustainable Development, and serves as the Director of the International Network for Environmental Compliance and Enforcement (INECE). He is also the founder and former President of the nonprofit Center for International Environmental Law (CIEL). 
He is an international environmental law specialist in sustainable business practices and litigation involving toxic chemicals and other public health and environmental threats. His substantive research focuses on fast-action mitigation strategies to respond to climate change, resolving trade and environment conflicts, strengthening the implementation and enforcement of international environmental laws, and building capacity of local public interest movements in developing countries.
Professor Zaelke was appointed by President Clinton to serve on the White House Trade and Environment Policy Advisory Committee (TEPAC), and to serve on the U.S. delegation to the Seattle Ministerial meeting of the World Trade Organization. He then continued to serve on TEPAC under President George W. Bush. 
Prior to his service at TEPAC, he served as Director of the International Program of the Sierra Club Legal Defense Fund, as well as the Director of its Washington, D.C. office and the Alaska office. 
From 1978 to 1980, Professor Zaelke served as Special Litigation Attorney with the Department of Justice, where his responsibilities included designing the federal government's initial hazardous waste enforcement strategy; leading the initial investigation into the Love Canal hazardous waste case; designing an energy conservation litigation program; and leading the department's investigation into the accident at the Three Mile Island nuclear reactor. From 1975 to 1978, Zaelke worked as a staff attorney with the Environmental Law Institute (ELI) after practicing law for a few years in private practice in Los Angeles.
Professor Zaelke was appointed Visiting Lecturer at Yale Law School in 1999, teaching International Environmental Law and Policy.  His experience in academia also includes teaching masters’ and Ph.D. courses at the Bren School for Environmental Science & Management at the University of California, Santa Barbara, where he co-founded and co-directs the Program on Governance for Sustainable Development as well as teaching International Environmental Law and related courses at American University Washington College of Law, where he founded and served as Director of the Research Program on International and Comparative Environmental Law 
Durwood J. Zaelke graduated from the University of California in Los Angeles in 1969 and from Duke Law School in 1972.
