ANGELES MASTRETTA
Writer and journalist Ángeles Mastretta studied journalism at the School of Political and Social Sciences of Mexico’s National Autonomous University (UNAM). She began her career as a journalist for such publications as Siete, -a magazine published by the Mexican Ministry of Education- and the afternoon paper Ovaciones, with her column “On the daily Absurdity”.  In 1974 she was awarded a scholarship at the Mexican Writers’ Center, where she honed her skills among prominent writers like Juan Rulfo.  
La pájara pinta (Colorful Bird), a collection of her poetry, was first published in 1975, followed in 1985 by Arráncame la vida (Tear This Heart Out), which was published to national and international acclaim, winning the Mazatlán Prize for Literature. This book was translated into 15 languages, securing her place among the canon of Mexican writers.
Mastretta’s literary work reveals the feminist Mexican thinking in the 70’s and 80’s. With an attitude of social commitment to the problems faced by Mexican women, she presents and puts them in context through the tangible and authentic experience, creating some of the most memorable female characters ever captured between the covers of a book.  
Mastretta takes a liberating stance that enables the oppressed woman to take control of her own fate, thus giving a voice to women’s need for breaking with the traditional canons that bind her and demystifies the “ideal” image fostered over the centuries by the dominant culture. 

Despite her gifts as a writer of fiction, the inspiration for Mujeres de Ojos Grandes (Women With Big Eyes) is autobiographical; Mastretta harvested her family tree and her imagination to create a cast of magical, witty and colorful women, caught in pivotal moments of their life.  

Her novel Mal de Amores (Lovesick) was published in 1996 and earned her the prestigious Romulo Gallegos International Novel Award.Other works include Puerto libre (Free port), El Mundo Iluminado (The Illuminated World), Ninguna Eternidad Como la Mía (No Eternity Like Mine) and Maridos (Husbands). She is a columnist for NEXOS magazine, and contributes occasionally to international newspapers like Die Welt and El País. 

A true artist, she has appeared on TV and film, as well as serving as Director of the multicultural El Chopo Museum in Mexico City. 
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