COOPERATION PROFILE

COOPERATION BETWEEN THE UNITED NATIONS AND THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
This note presents a brief profile of the United Nations and highlights the different areas and programs of cooperation that exist between the United Nations and the Organization of American States (OAS).  Its purpose is to provide greater knowledge of the range of cooperation that takes place between the two institutions and to promote and facilitate continued cooperative activities.

To find other Cooperation Profiles on OAS activities with its main partner institutions, please consult the website of the Department of International Affairs at; 
 http://www.oas.org/en/ser/dia/institutional_relations/default.asp
Name, address, and date of establishment 

Name:                      UNITED NATIONS 


            

Address:                   3 United Nations Plaza New York, NY 10017

                                   Phone: (212) 963-8687


Website:                   http://www.un.org 

Establishment:         October 24, 1945

Cooperation Agreement 
The Organization of the American States and the United Nations adopted a Cooperation Agreement on April 17th, 1995. The Cooperation Agreement includes the commitments for the two organizations to work together on matters of common interest such as human rights, fundamental freedoms, security and peace, and economic, social and cultural development. 
	COOPERATION AGREEMENT BETWEEN OAS AND UNITED NATIONS
 
April 17th, 1995



Background
The United Nations is a multilateral organization of universal membership established following World War II on October 24th, 1945 by 51 countries as part of the Bretton Woods Agreements. Currently, the United Nations has a membership of 192 countries.
.  

The purposes of the United Nations, as set forth in its founding Charter (1945), are to maintain international peace and security; to develop friendly relations among nations; to cooperate in solving international economic, social, cultural and humanitarian problems and in promoting respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms; and to be a centre for harmonizing the actions of nations in attaining these ends
The United Nations conducts work in the following areas: 

· Peace and Security

· Development 

· Human Rights 

· Humanitarian Affairs 

· International law.  
            The United Nations is funded by its 192 member states. Countries are assessed an amount to pay biennially to certain budgets while other contributions to the UN system are considered voluntary. The approved budget for 2008 – 2009 is $ 4.171 billion US (peacekeeping operations not included).  The quota for each Member State is determined by the Fifth Committee of the General Assembly every third year.  Assessments are based on each member's ability to pay, taking into account factors such as national income, population and level of debt.  The top nine contributors to the UN as of June 2009 provide 75% of the entire UN regular budget and are the following:  United States (22%); Japan (16.6%); Germany (8.6%); United Kingdom (6.6%); France (6.3%); Italy (5%); Canada (3%); Spain (3%); and the People’s Republic of China (2.7%).
The Secretary-General of the United Nations is elected for a five-year, renewable term by the General Assembly on the recommendation of the Security Council.  The current UN Secretary General, Mr. Ban-Ki Moon, was inaugurated on January 1st, 2007. 
Main Areas of Cooperation between the United Nations and the OAS 
             The United Nations was designed to promote cooperation among nations and maintain world peace.  The United Nations, similar to the OAS, aims to promote human rights, democracy and fundamental freedoms as well as to maintain friendly relations among its members and promote social progress and better living standards. The United Nations also works in the area of public security, disarmament and non-proliferation. Finally, the United Nations promotes sustainable development and economic and social development.
· ELECTORAL COOPERATION AND OBSERVATION 
The OAS Department of Electoral Cooperation and Observation (DECO) co-operates closely with the United Nations on various undertakings. The project entitled “Methodology to Monitor the Role of the Media in Electoral Processes”, which will receive funding from the United Nations Democracy Fund, is intended to systematize and standardize the OAS election observation procedures so as to better ensure their objectivity.  DECO has proposed to be part of the Global Training Platform on Effective Electoral Assistance in order to improve the quality and coherence of electoral assistance by the OAS for its member states so that this assistance can meet donor community and partner country needs while advancing democratic development and aid effectiveness. 
	Contact points for work on Electoral Cooperation and Observation

OAS: Department of Electoral Cooperation and Observation,

Secretariat for Political Affairs

Mr. Pablo Gutierrez

Director
Email: pgutierrez@oas.org  

United Nations:  Department of Political Affairs

Electoral Assistance Division

Mr. B. Lynn Pascoe
Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs 

Email: pascoebl@un.org



· SECURITY
The OAS works with the United Nations in the areas of public security through its Secretariat for Multidimensional Security – Department of Public Security
Trafficking in Persons: The Department of Public Security has worked with the UN Peacekeeping Operation office in the implementation of capacity-building seminars for training of "anti trafficking in persons for peace-keeping” project in Uruguay and in different countries of the Americas.
Small arms and Light Weapons:  The OAS has participated in numerous seminars and workshops with the UN related to panel discussions on Armed Violence and the Illicit Trafficking of Small Arms and Light Weapons, the Implementation of the International Instrument to Enable States to Identify and Trade, Illicit SALW. It also took part in the Third Biennial Meeting of States to Consider the Implementation of the Program of Action to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Weapons in All Its Aspects. The OAS has also continued collaboration with UN-LiREC to combat firearms trafficking in the region, particularly with regards to legislative assistance and capacity-building for law enforcement.

Transnational Organized Crime:  The OAS is working with various UN bodies, such as the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the United Nations Development Program (UNDP) to implement the Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime in order to make the Palermo Convention and its three Protocols effective.
Public Security:  The UN Human Settlements Program (UN-HABITAT), UNDP, the UNODC, and WHO–PAHO were invited to contribute to information sessions of the Working Group that prepared the First Meeting of Ministers of the Americas Responsible for Public Security in June, July and August of 2008.
	Contact points for work on Security

OAS:  Secretariat for Multidimensional Security
Mr. Adam Blackwell 

Secretary
Email: ablackwell@oas.org  

United Nations:  Department of Peacekeeping
Mr. Alain Le Roy 
Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations 

Email: aleroy@un.org
 


· TERRORISM 

The partnership between the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE) and 

the Executive Directorate of the UN Counter Terrorism Committee (CTED) has strengthen since 2005, with greater participation in each other’s meetings and activities.  The CICTE Secretariat and the Terrorism Prevention Branch of UNODC regularly conduct joint workshops in OAS countries, providing technical assistance on drafting legislation to ratify and implement various legal instruments on counter terrorism, such as the Inter-American Convention against Terrorism.  The two institutions join efforts as well on training to combat terrorist financing.  

CICTE has been able to collaborate with, as well as host, a number of workshops with several other UN agencies in the fight against terrorism, including the CTITF Working Group on Protecting Vulnerable Targets, DSS, INTERPOL, International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO), UN Institute for Crime and Research (UNICRI), Commonwealth Secretariat, UNODC, CARICOM, and the Action Against Terrorism Unit of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE).

	Contact points for work on Terrorism

OAS: Secretariat of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE),

Secretariat for Multidimensional Security
Mr. Pablo Martinez
Acting Secretary and Programs Coordinator
Email: PMartinez@oas.org  
United Nations: Counter-Terrorism Committee Executive Directorate (CTED)
Mr. Javier Rupérez
Executive Director
Email: CTED@un.org ; Martinez2@un.org




· DRUG ABUSE
The OAS Inter-American Drug Control Commission (CICAD) has worked closely with the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) to strengthen their various programs in the region related to drug abuse. The Demand Reduction Section of CICAD has been working jointly with the UNODC on the issues of alternative sentencing and drug abuse prevention programs in Colombia. The Supply Reduction Section of CICAD is carrying out a joint initiative in Central America with the UNODC office in Mexico City for implementation of a national drug control system (NDS) that facilitates the control of chemicals and/or pharmaceutical drugs.  The Section is also contributing to the Global SMART Programme, a UNODC-sponsored global monitoring system for synthetic drugs.

The different components of CICAD also collaborate with the UNODC on projects for training judges, prosecutors, police investigators, and financial analysts through mock trials and investigations of money laundering cases.  Other collaborative work consists in working closely with the UNODC Office in Colombia to expand the impact of the CICAD program on strengthening the decentralization of national drug policies. 
	Contact points for work on Drug Abuse

OAS: Secretariat of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD),

Secretariat for Multidimensional Security
Mr. James Mack

Executive Secretary
Email: jmack@oas.org  

United Nations:  United Nations Office on Drug and Crime (UNODC)
Mr. Antonio María Costa
Executive Director of the UNODC

Email: costa@unvienna.org  



· EDUCATION 
The OAS Office of Education and Culture (OEC/SEDI) and the U.N. Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization’s Regional Office for Education (UNESCO/OREALC) and UNESCO Statistics Institute (UIS) on the Regional Education Indicators Project (PRIE); partnership of OEC/SEDI with the U.N. Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and UNESCO/OREALC on implementing the “Hemispheric Commitment to Early Childhood Education;” and partnership with UNESCO IESALC (Institute for Higher Education) on the Inter-American Teacher Educator Network.
	Contact points for work on Education

OAS: Department of Education and Culture
Executive Secretariat for Integral Development

Ms. Lenore Garcia

Email: lgarcia@oas.org
United Nations: United Nations Children’s Fund 

Mr. Anthony Lake

Executive Director
Email:  Lake2@un.org



· SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 
The OAS Department of Sustainable Development and the following UN Agencies have worked together: (1) UNEP for the management of Water Resource Management Programs, in the Bermejo River Basin, the Artibonito Aquifer and Masacre Costal Aquifer System, the Chaco Region and Ecosystem, the Rio Bravo Basin, and the Rio Plata Basin; (2) UNIDO for the implementation of the Solar Energy Finance Program for the Caribbean; (3) UNEP for the implementation of the Eastern Caribbean Geothermal Development Program; and  (4) UN/ISDR to manage the Central American Small Valleys Flood Alert and Vulnerability Reduction Program.  

Other UN organs and agencies that DTT has engaged with and continues to cooperate with are, the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), International Labour Organization (ILO), the World Bank, the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) and the World Trade Organization (WTO). 

	Contact points for work on Sustainable Development

OAS: Department of Sustainable Development,

Executive Secretariat for Integral Development

Mr. Cletus Springer

Director
Email: CSpringer@oas.org
United Nations: United Nations Environment Programme
Ms. Isabelle Vanderbeck

Task Manager
Email: isabelle.vanderbeck@unep.org
ivanderbeck@oas.org



· HUMAN RIGHTS

Close contact with UN offices and rapporteurs on different issues of common interest over the last year, there was a day and a half meeting at OAS Headquarters in December 2009 to discuss UN/OAS further collaboration in the area of Human Rights, UN/OAS and state representatives from various countries and invited experts were present. Direct UN direct support in the preparation of reports on Citizen Security and Human Rights –to be published in the coming weeks- and Juvenile Justice and Human Rights –will be considered by the Commission later in 2010-.

	Contact points for work on Human Rights:

OAS: Inter-American Commission on

Human Rights (IACHR)

General Secretariat

Mr. Santiago Canton 

Executive Secretary 
Email: scanton@oas.org
United Nations: Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)

Navanethem Pillay

UN High Commissioner
InfoDesk@ohchr.org



· HAITI

Recent efforts have been undertaken to coordinate OAS and UN activities for Haiti, both stabilization efforts as well as efforts in the areas of electoral observation, civil registry, e-Government, enhanced transparency in governance and public administration, as well as other areas of economic and social development.  These efforts will be strengthened in the future and a cooperation mechanism for defining the OAS and UN engagement will be determined, including the created of a joint steering committee.  

	Contact points for work on Haiti
OAS: Office of the Assistant Secretary General

Valerie Lacarte
Email: vlacarte@oas.org
United Nations: United Nations Department of Peacekeeping Operations
Bautista Logioco

Political Affairs Officer in Haiti Desk 

Email: logioco@un.org




· TRADE 
The OAS Department of Trade and Tourism (DTT) and the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) have jointly organized a number of capacity building activities for Latin American and Caribbean government officials and representatives of their private sector in the area of investment rules. The two organizations have also prepared a course on “Managing Investment Disputes” course from 2005 through 2008, to increase the knowledge of the government officials in the negotiation and implementation of investment agreements.

Other UN organs and agencies that DTT has engaged with and continues to cooperate with are, the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), International Labour Organization (ILO), the World Bank, the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) and the World Trade Organization (WTO). 

	Contact points for work on Trade

OAS: Department of Trade and Tourism,

Executive Secretariat for Integral Development
Mr. Jorge Saggiante
Director 
Email: jsaggiante@oas.org
United Nations: United Nations Conference on Trade and Tourism (UNCTAD)

Mr. Supachai Panitchpakdi
Secretary-General of the UNCTAD
Email: supachai.panitchpakdi@unctad.org 




· WOMEN

The OAS Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) has forged strategic partnerships with a number of UN entities, including the United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM), the United Nations International Research and Training Institute for the Advancement of Women (UN-INSTRAW), and the Gender Division of the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) in order to complement its work on key issues for women in the Americas.  
CIM and UNIFEM have signed a Cooperation Agreement
 in June 2010 and co-organized a meeting on women, peace and security in the Americas in support of the implementation of UN Security Council Resolution 1325 on Women, Peace and Security. The press release for the Cooperation Agreement can be found here: http://www.oas.org/OASpage/press_releases/press_release.asp?sCodigo=E-258/10
CIM representatives participated in the launch of the UN Secretary-General’s “UNITE to End Violence against Women” campaign in Guatemala (November 2009) and has committed to promoting the campaign in its work with OAS Member States.  In January 2009, CIM will join other UN entities in the meeting of the Council of Ministers for Women of Central America (COMMCA) in order to prepare their strategic plan for the coming 3-year period.  In March 2009, CIM, UNIFEM and UN-INSTRAW will organize, in collaboration with the Mission of Israel to the United Nations, a meeting with the heads of delegations to the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) in order to look at priority issues and potential areas for collaboration. Other issues of relevance to CIM’s collaboration with the UN system include gender-responsive governance and the political participation of women at all levels, and both UNIFEM and UN-INSTRAW will be key participants in the implementation of the CIM project on strengthening women’s leadership and increasing their incidence in decision-making on public policy in Latin America and the Caribbean.
United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has appointed former Chilean president Michelle Bachelet to head United Nations Women (UN Women), a newly created entity to oversee all of the world body's programs aimed at promoting women's rights and full participation in global affairs.  
The new body, which became operational in January 2011, has merged four UN agencies and offices: the UN Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM), the Division for the Advancement of Women (DAW), the Office of the Special Adviser on Gender Issues, and the UN International Research and Training Institute for the Advancement of Women (UN-INSTRAW).  

	Contact points for work on Women

OAS: Inter-American Commission of Women (IACW)

Ms. Carmen Moreno 

Executive Secretary

Email: cmoreno@oas.org
United Nations: United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM)

Latin America and the Caribbean Section

Executive Director

Carolina Taborga

Email : carolina.taborga@unifem.org



Annual Meeting of the United Nations
64th Session of the UN General Assembly (2009)
The general debate of the sixty-fourth session of the UNGA took place from September 23rd to 30th 2009.   A special Summit on “Climate Change” was convened on September 22nd, prior to the opening of the UNGA.  Agenda of the 64th regular session of the UNGA

The UN organized a conference on the World Financial and Economic Crisis and its Impact on Development which took place June 24th-26th, 2009.  Heads of State were convened by the UN to the three-day summit to assess the worst global economic downturn since the Great Depression. The objective was to identify emergency and long-term responses to mitigate the impact of the crisis, especially on vulnerable populations, and initiate a needed dialogue on the transformation of the international financial architecture, taking into account the needs and concerns of all Member States.  During its 95th plenary meeting (June 2009), the UN General Assembly endorsed the Outcome document adopted at the conference.  Outcome of the Conference on the World Financial and Economic Crisis and its Impact on Development


65th Session of the UN General Assembly (2010)
The sixty-fifth session of the UN General Assembly convened at UN headquarters on Tuesday, 14th September, 2010.  A High Level Plenary meeting on the Millennium Development goals was held from the 22th to the 26th of September, 2010 at the UN Headquarters in New York.  The purpose of the High-Level Event was to assess the progress made toward reaching the Millennium Development Goals more than halfway through the projected time frame (2000 to 2015).  The High Level Meeting included multi-stakeholder discussions on progress with the goals to the launches of new initiatives.  The events aimed to share success stories and lessons learned from different countries, provide opportunities to forge new partnerships and generate commitments to concrete next steps.  
Governments, foundations, businesses and civil society groups responded to the call of the UN Secretary General to accelerate the process of reducing poverty, hunger and disease by 2015, by announcing new commitments to meet the Millennium Development Goals.  "Today we did something special. We brought together a broad coalition for change," UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon said at the end of the event that the gathering "exceeded our most optimistic expectations," and had generated an estimated $16 billion in new pledges for development goals, including some $1.6 billion to bolster food security, more than $4.5 billion for education and $3 billion to combat malaria.  UN members endorsed an ambitious new global Malaria Action Plan which will aim to reduce the number of malaria deaths to near zero by 2015.  Business leaders, including the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation and the Howard G. Buffett Foundation, joined forces to launch an initiative to help poor farmers around the developing world increase their incomes.  The Outcome Document of the High Level Plenary meeting on the Millennium Development Goals can be found at:

http://www.un.org/en/mdg/summit2010/pdf/Draft%20outcome%20document.pdf
The General Debate at the 65th Session was held from the 23rd to 25th and 27th to 30th of September, 2010, the issue for Member States to comment was “Reaffirming the Central Role of the United Nations in Global governance”. Click here for the Agenda of the 65th regular session of the United Nations General Assembly.  H.E. Mr. Joseph Deiss served as President of the 65th session of the UN General Assembly and made the following statement on the theme of the general debate:   "The United Nations and its General Assembly have a central role to play to capture the complexity of this new world and to shape a global governance structure that is efficient, open and representative."  The Opening Statement of the President of the 65th UNGA can be found at:


 http://www.un.org/en/ga/president/65/statements/opening1409.shtml.  
Members of the United Nations adopted 263 Resolutions at the UN 65th General Assembly, which can be found at:  http://www.un.org/Depts/dhl/resguide/r65.shtml.
	For more information please contact:

Irene Klinger,

Director

Department of International Affairs

iklinger@oas.org
Or

Sherry Stephenson

Head of Institutional Relations

Department of International Affairs

sstephenson@oas.org


  



January 2011
� http://www.oas.org/DIL/AgreementsPDF/14-1995_%20Acuerdo_de_Cooperación_fulltext_eng.pdf


� The 192 United Nations Members include Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Andorra, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Armenia, Australia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belarus, Belgium, Belize, Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Botswana, Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cambodia, Cameroon, Canada, Cape Verde, Central African Republic, Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, Comoros, Congo, Costa Rica, Côte d'Ivoire, Croatia, Cuba, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Democratic People's Republic of Korea, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Denmark, Djibouti, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Estonia, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, France, Gabon, Gambia, Georgia, Germany, Ghana, Greece, Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kiribati, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Latvia, Lebanon, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Malta, Marshall Islands, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico, Federated States of Micronesia, Moldova, Monaco, Mongolia, Montenegro, Morocco, Mozambique, Myanmar, Namibia, Nauru, Nepal, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Palau, Panama, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Republic of Korea, Romania, Russian Federation, Rwanda, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Samoa, San Marino, Sao Tome and Principe, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Serbia, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Slovakia, Slovenia, Solomon, Somalia, South Africa, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, Swaziland, Sweden, Switzerland, Syrian Arab Republic, Tajikistan, Thailand, The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Timor-Leste, Togo, Tonga, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Turkmenistan, Tuvalu, Uganda, Ukraine, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America, Uruguay, Uzbekistan, Vanuatu, Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen, Zambia, Zimbabwe. 





� � HYPERLINK "../../UN/UNIFEM-CIM/MoU%20-%20UNIFEM%20and%20OAS%20June%202010.pdf" ��..\..\UN\UNIFEM-CIM\MoU - UNIFEM and OAS June 2010.pdf�


� http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/64/150


� http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/63/303&Lang=E
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