
American Museum of Natural History
BirdLife International
Chevron Texaco Corporation
Center for International Forestry Research   
Centro de Referência em Informação   

Ambiental (CRIA), Brazil
Conservation International
Fauna & Flora International
Global Biodiversity Information Facility (GBIF)
Global Invasive Species Database
INBio, Costa Rica
IUCN - The World Conservation Union
NASA, United States
National Botanical Institute, South Africa
National Commission of Biodiversity, Mexico

The Nature Conservancy
NatureServe
PALNet
Red Hat - Open Source Affairs
Rio Tinto
Shell International Exploration & Production
Species Information Service
Species Survival Commission
United Nations Educational, Scientific and    

Cultural Organization (UNESCO )
United Nations Development Program (UNDP)
World Conservation Monitoring Center (UNEP)
Wildlife Conservation Society
World Bank
WWF International

The following organizations are among a growing number that recognize the need
to change the way we store and disseminate conservation data and information: 

Connecting people with

the information they need

To learn how your organization can participate in 
the Conservation Commons please visit our web site at: 

www.conservationcommons.org 
or contact:

Tom Hammond
IUCN Canada Office

555 René-Levesque Boulevard, West Suite 500
Montréal, Québec Canada, H2Z 1B1

tel: 1-514-287-9704, ext. 361   fax: 1-514-287-9687
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A NEW PARADIGM
Comprehensive data, information and knowledge are essential for the 
conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity. Unfortunately, difficulties
in accessing information limit our ability to plan and implement successful
conservation strategies.

The Conservation Commons is connecting people 
with the data, information, and knowledge they need.

Working together, individuals and organizations are finding new ways 
to share their knowledge and successful practices to promote effective
conservation at a local, national and regional levels. 

By participating in the Commons, you gain access to the data, information,
knowledge and experience of others. As a provider of data and information,
you let others in the conservation community learn from your knowledge
and experience.

The Conservation Commons is a new paradigm for sharing of biodiversity
data, information, knowledge and technology to facilitate the conservation
and sustainable use of biodiversity. Through cooperation and common
principles, governments, non-governmental organizations, indigenous
peoples, academia, the private sector, and local communities will collaborate
in new ways to share conservation information.

CONSERVATION COMMONS PRINCIPLES
Open Access
The Conservation Commons promotes free and open access to data,
information and knowledge for conservation purposes.  

Mutual Benefit
The Conservation Commons welcomes and encourages participants to
both use resources and to contribute data, information and knowledge.

Rights and Responsibilities
Contributors to the Conservation Commons have full right to 
attribution for any uses of their data, information, or knowledge, and
the right to ensure that the original integrity of their contribution
to the Commons is preserved. Users of the Conservation Commons
are expected to comply, in good faith, with terms of uses specified
by contributors and in accordance with these Principles.

Any organization, large or small, can participate in the Conservation Commons as
a provider or user of data. Members of the conservation community and others
can provide free and open access to their knowledge and find and use data 
that is critical to their conservation decisions.
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Your Organization

WDPA

Ecolex

Local Communities

Indigenous Peoples

Your Organization

Scientific Community

Government Agencies

Private Sector

Individuals

NGOs

GBIF

PALNet

SIS Redlist

CONSERVATION DATA

IN
FO

RMATION & KNOW
LED

G
E

commons_tri.qxd  10/13/04  1:35 PM  Page 2


