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VENUE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

The forty-fifth regular session of the General Assembly of the Organization of American States (OAS) will be held on June 15-16, 2015, in Washington, DC. The sessions will be held in the Hall of the Americas in the OAS Main Building, located at the corner of 17th Street and Constitution, N.W., Washington, D.C., 20006, United States of America.
PROCEDURES TO REQUEST TO PARTICIPATE IN THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
1. Civil Society Organizations

In accordance with the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, civil society organizations (CSO) interested in attending the General Assembly had to submit their requests no later than 30 days before the opening of the General Assembly, by sending a request to civilsociety@oas.org.  

2. Workers Organizations
Invitations to workers’ organizations are made through the Trade Union Confederation of the Americas (CSA) and the Trade Union Technical Advisory Council (COSATE), which internally select their representatives and spokespersons. The OAS General Secretariat will coordinate with those organizations all aspects related to workers’ participation in the General Assembly.

Workers’ representatives wishing to participate in the General Assembly must belong to the delegation identified by the trade-union movement at the hemispheric level:

· The Trade Union Confederation of the Americas (CSA) and the Trade Union Technical Advisory Council (COSATE), which are umbrella organizations for trade-union confederations from across the region, will send the OAS a list of the workers’ representatives who are to attend the General Assembly. Only people whose names appear on that list may receive accreditation. 

ONLINE REGISTRATION FOR APPROVED ORGANIZATIONS

The representatives designated by civil society and workers organizations as well as social actors that were approved by the OAS Permanent Council to be invited as “Civil Society Organization”, must complete the online Registration Form available on the official Website of the XLV OAS General Assembly at the following link under the accreditation category “Civil Society Organization.” This link will be available until June 10, 2015. 
· Online registration for the XLV OAS General Assembly
ACCREDITATION AT THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY VENUE

Delivery of accreditations will take place at the TL-76 Room of the OAS General Secretariat Building located at 1889 F Street, NW, Washington, DC 20006; on Friday, June 12, from 9:00 am to 5:30 pm; on Saturday, June 13 from 10:00 am 2:00 pm; on Sunday, June 14 from 8:00 am to 1:00 pm; and on Monday and Tuesday, June 16 and 17 from 8:30 am to 4:30 pm. For security reasons, accreditation cards will be required for all General Assembly activities. 
To receive their accreditation, participants will be asked to provide a copy of the confirmation email received after their online registration, as well as the official invitation and proof of identity.
COORDINATION

1. Civil Society Organizations

The OAS Department of International Affairs will coordinate civil society participation in the XLV General Assembly. For further information please contact:

Catherine Pognat

Section Chief, Relations with Civil Society

Department of International Affairs

Organization of American States

Tel: +1 (202) 370-0736
Fax: +1 (202) 458-3555

E-mail: civilsociety@oas.org
Mauricio Castillo
Specialist, Relations with Civil Society

Department of International Affairs

Organization of American States

Tel: +1 (202) 370-0642
Fax: +1 (202) 458-3555

E-mail: civilsociety@oas.org
2. Workers Organizations

The Department of Social Inclusion of the OAS Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) will be responsible for coordinating the participation of workers organizations in the XLIV General Assembly. For further information please contact:

María Claudia Camacho / Carolina Ahumada
Department of Social Inclusion 

Organization of American States

Tel: (202)-370-5439
Email: mcamacho@oas.org / cahumada@oas.org 

EVENTS FOR CIVIL SOCIETY, WORKERS ORGANIZATIONS, PRIVATE SECTOR, YOUTH AND OTHER SOCIAL ACTORS IN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE XLV GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Representatives of civil society, workers and private sector organizations, youth and other social actors participating in the XLV OAS General Assembly will be able to attend all the plenary sessions and the General Committee sessions of the General Assembly as observers. In addition, three events will be specifically held with these organizations and their representatives:

1. Coordination Meeting with representatives of civil society, workers organizations, the private sector, youth and other social actors

Place:
OAS Main Building, Hall of the Americas
17th Street & Constitution Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20006

Date and Time: Saturday, June 13, 2015 – 1:00 pm – 5:30 pm
2. Dialogue of the Secretary General and the Assistant Secretary General, with representatives of civil society and other social actors


Place:
OAS Main Building, Hall of the Americas
17th Street & Constitution Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20006

Date and Time: Sunday, June 14, 2015 – 9:00am – 10:30am
3. Dialogue of the Heads of Delegation, the Secretary General, and the Assistant Secretary General with representatives of civil society, workers organizations, the private sector, and other social actors.


Place:
OAS Main Building, Hall of the Americas
17th Street & Constitution Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20006

Date and Time: Sunday, June 14, 2015 – 11:00am – 12:30pm
PREPARATION FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

To aid in the preparation for participation in the XLV OAS General Assembly, participants are recommended to familiarize themselves with the following documents:
· Inauguration Address by the Secretary General Luis Almagro Lemes     
· Guidelines and Objectives of the Strategic Vision of the Organization of American States
· Speech by Ambassador Luis Almagro Lemes as Candidate for the Position of OAS Secretary General     
· Inter-American Democratic Charter
GENERAL INFORMATION

1. Cost of stay, transportation and hotels
Participants will be responsible for covering the costs associated with their stay in Washington, DC including accommodation, transportation, meals and other incidentals.

It is recommended to purchase round-trip airfare directly from the airline companies or a travel agency as far in advance as possible. 

Hotels: The following hotels are recommended for civil society organizations in the framework of the XLV General Assembly of the OAS.

	State Plaza Hotel

2117 E Street, NW

Washington, DC 20037

Tel: +1 (202) 861-8200 or +1 (800) 424-2859

Website: www.stateplaza.com

	Washington Plaza Hotel

10 Thomas Circle NW

Washington, DC 20005-4106

Tel: +1 (202) 842-1300 or +1 (800) 424-1140

Website: www.washingtonplazahotel.com

	Hotel Lombardy

2019 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20006

Tel: +1 (202) 828-2600 or +1 (800) 424-5486 

Website: www.hotellombardy.com
	Hotel Club Quarters

839 17th Street, NW

Washington, DC 20006

Tel: +1 (866) 539 8430‎ or +1 (202) 463-6400
Website: https://clubquarters.com/washington-dc



2. Requirements for entering and leaving the country:
The following link contains information on visa requirements for entering the United States: visa information 
3. Infodesk

The OAS Main Building and the General Secretariat Building will have information booths where participants can find further details about timetables, late accreditation, and general information about Washington, D.C.
4. Working Languages and documents
The Coordination Meeting and Conversation with the Secretary General will take place in English and Spanish. The Dialogue with the Heads of Delegation and the General Assembly working sessions will be conducted in the four official languages of the Organization: Spanish, English, French, and Portuguese; simultaneous interpretation will be provided in all four languages. Civil Society participants who are interested may download General Assembly documents from: www.oas.org/45ag. 
5. Weather
During the period of the General Assembly in Washington, D.C., temperatures are expected to reach an average high of 29º C (84 º F) and an average low of 19° C (66 ºF).
6. Electric current
The electric current is 110 volts and 60 cycles.
7. Area code
+ 1 + (202) + Phone Number
8. Currency
The official currency of the United States is the US Dollar
All inquiries regarding the information provided in this bulletin should be communicated to civilsociety@oas.org. 









The XLV OAS General Assembly documents are available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.oas.org/45ag" �www.oas.org/45ag� 
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