

Trade Union Declaration to before the Forty-third
regular session of the OAS General Assembly


La Antigua, Guatemala, June 4, 2013

The labor movement in the Americas, represented by its continental organization, the Trade Union Confederation of Workers of the Americas (TUCA) and the Trade Union Technical Advisory Council (COSATE), met in Antigua, Guatemala on June 3 in order to consolidate a set of ideas and recommendations on the theme, “Toward a Comprehensive Anti-Drug Policy in the Americas,” to be submitted to the authorities of the Member States of the Organization of American States that will meet in Assembly on the 4th, 5th and 6th days of this month in this city.

Peace, Human Rights, Democracy and the Development of a Comprehensive Drug Policy;

[bookmark: _GoBack]It is clear to us the urgency to acknowledge the theme and the responsibility of the States in preventing the drug problem and the narco activity, which affect most significantly, affects the poorest and the workers of the Americas.   We believe that the main cause of the violence, systematic violations of human rights and uncertainties associated with the issue of drugs in the Americas is related primarily to the applicability and enforcement of 30 years of neoliberal policies which have resulted in the dismantling of States and policies of social exclusion. A weak state, unable to generate sustainable development and decent work, creates poverty, unemployment and insecurity, which are the main causes of crime and increased citizen insecurity. We affirm that social inequality is the main driver of citizen insecurity. Socio-economic, territorial, demographic, gender and generational inequality have contributed significantly to an increase in raids and insecurity.

In addition to this, the policy option taken by some States of insisting on a failed War on Drugs has resulted in the deaths of thousands of workers and justified an undesirable process of militarization in many countries in our region.

We believe that drug abuse is a social and health problem, so it is necessary to strengthen national health systems, support for education and social inclusion, particularly in the areas of prevention, treatment and harm reduction, and to develop jointly an evaluation of such systems that allows us to identify the actions needed to address problematic drug consumption from a non-repressive approach in the context of human rights.

As a way to overcome the multiple crises and consequences of the long period of neoliberalism, we propose the need to promote sustainable development to promote productive development in harmony with the environment, and to place decent work as an engine of this development. There is an urgent need to develop comprehensive public policies that promote employment with rights, education, and health, ultimately promoting a society with equal opportunities and rights for all.

Thus we see that: 

· The proliferation of organized crime linked to drug trafficking is a reflection of social exclusion, which leads to the loss of horizons and collective projects. This makes it necessary for States to develop public policies in response, and brings with it violence and crime targeting vulnerable groups, especially young people. Therefore, the centrality of comprehensive education and a work culture which creates decent work and work with rights is essential;

· States should fully comply with their obligations to ensure access to justice for all people according to internationally established standards;

· States should create public policies to address the drug problem at all stages of the production and marketing chain, generating citizen security and respect for human rights;

· It is crucial to recognize that the particular problems and side effects of the production, trafficking and sale of drugs belong in the sphere of citizen security and not in that of national defense;

· A participatory process of periodic review with civil society on policies designed to deal with inherent and related problems associated with the production, trafficking, sale and consumption of drugs and with money laundering, should be established.

The insecurity from which peoples of the region suffer has expanded to such an extent that it will take time and sustained effort to obtain the desired results. Multiple complex and interconnected factors indicate that actions that tend to contribute to the demise of this scourge will have to be systematic and intersectoral, and become a permanent part of State policy with wide participation of the social actors. 

Comprehensive Policy on Drugs, citizen insecurity and anti-union violence;

There is evidence of many cases of violence against trade union leaders and their organizations in various countries in the Americas. In Guatemala more than 56 trade unionists were killed in the last three years alone; this is in addition to numerous acts of torture, kidnappings, raids and death threats that have created a culture of fear and violence.

The violation of the right to freedom of association and collective bargaining has been a constant in this period. The data give Guatemala the shameful title of most dangerous country in the world for trade unionists, according to the International Trade Union Confederation (ITUC).

Given this scenario, the labor movement is keeping a close watch on the context of profound violence and, what is even worse, the impunity of crimes against workers in Guatemala. Of greatest concern is that of the 56 killings admitted by the Government in the last six years, only in two cases it is recognized that the crime was motivated by union activities. The other deaths are included among the so-called common crimes such as “extortion,” “personal differences” or “crimes of passion.”

We support social dialogue, but there is no time to waste. The international trade union movement and the families of the victims want these cases to be properly investigated and the culprits punished. Despite countless promises and documents signed by the various governments in power, the truth speaks for itself: no one, ever, has been convicted in Guatemala for killing a union leader.

In the context of the Organization of American States, since the forty-first General Assembly held in 2011 in the city of San Salvador, El Salvador, we have denounced the systemic anti-union violence in Guatemala. Even more serious is the situation of women living with intimidation, looting, displacement, trafficking and other serious problems such as gender violence, known as femicide. 261 women were killed in Guatemala between 2000 and 2012, and in the first two months of 2013, 133 such cases were reported. Therefore, we reject all forms of violence and harassment against women in the political, social and labor spheres.

We repudiate the reversal of the judgment by the Court of Constitutionality of Guatemala against the former dictator Efrain Rios Montt, who was sentenced to 80 years in prison for the crime of genocide and crimes against humanity. Impunity in any form is a source of violence and insecurity for citizens and peoples. We request that the OAS use all the established mechanisms in the Inter-American System to prevent this coup from being perpetuated.

Final considerations;

Any comprehensive drug control policy must, rather than criminalizing youth and expanding the War on Drugs, include strengthening institutions for the protection of human rights.

We request that the General Secretariat of the OAS provide ongoing technical support to States to achieve the purposes, objectives and actions of the Declaration of Guatemala.

We also request that a plan of action is defined to supplement the Declaration of Guatemala and to take into consideration the proposals set out by the labor movement in different statements and scenarios, especially in the present Declaration.

We have come here to demand responsibility, commitment, efficiency and dialogue to make our region the land of peace that we all deserve. We commit to actively participating in the design and implementation of policies to ensure peace and security, based on full respect for human and labor rights.

La Antigua, Guatemala, June 4, 2013

image1.jpeg
CONFEDERACION SINDICAL DE TRABAJADORES/AS DE LAS AMERICAS

$ﬁ€A CONFEDERACION SINDIC

INTERNACIONAL

p

UG CS




