Trade Union Declaration at the Eighth Summit of the Americas
In connection with the Eighth Summit of the Americas, the trade union movement in the Americas, represented by its organization the Trade Union Confederation of the Americas (TUCA/CSA) and by the Trade Union Technical Advisory Council (COSATE) of the IACML/OAS, met in Lima, Peru on April 11, 2018 to reflect on and discuss the situation of workers in the Americas and adopted this "Declaration of COSATE-–CSA at the Eighth Summit of Heads of State of the Americas" 
 “Democratic Governance against the Americas": the viewpoint of the workers of the Americas.
As the workers of the Americas see it, democratic governance needs to be based on the idea of consolidating democracy and effective mechanisms to ensure its governance. 
For that, society has to be involved in decision-making, to ensure that democratic governance is actually practiced and to shield it from violence, war, militarism, crime, and other scourges that trigger institutionalized corruption.
We insist that democratic governance must provide social justice, promote trade union freedoms and collective bargaining, ensure gender, intergenerational, and ethnic equality, and have an impact in support of efforts to overcome the inequalities and gaps that beset our region.
The leitmotif of this Summit -- "Democratic Governance against Corruption" -- addresses a complex regional scenario, characterized mainly by the radicalization of conservative and anti-democratic agendas, with economic and political programs leading the region back to stages we thought had been overcome and that are detrimental for most social and popular sectors and, in particular, the most vulnerable: women, young people, ethnic groups, migrants, impoverished sectors, human rights defenders, and other social leaders. 
The objectives of the Eighth Summit reflect a profound contradiction and cynicism because they clash with reality, because what purports to be a fight against corruption is being used to undermine the foundations of democracy, curtail its mechanisms, and impose agendas impervious to the needs of the people.
We in the trade union movement denounce corruption as a phenomenon that fundamentally corrodes our societies and democratic institutions; that goes unpunished; and that illicitly diverts major resources that should be devoted to overcoming the severe inequalities and imbalances that violate the political, economic, social, and environmental rights of thousands of people in every sector, especially the working class.
Corruption serves the dominant economic system because it allows billions of dollars to be appropriated by small groups of public and private actors and siphoned off to tax havens and using other illicit financial instruments, with no effective mechanisms to combat and punish it. Corruption sets the rules on which the neo-liberal model is based, making that model the chief beneficiary of the plundering of national resources and the appropriation of the work of millions of people.
One of the most widespread and damaging corrupt practices is the misappropriation of funds by large enterprises and economic groups via tax evasion and avoidance, without being either condemned by the mainstream media or prosecuted by police or judicial institutions: a clear indication of the moral hypocrisy of those in power and their disinterest in the mandate they were given to exercise democratic governance.  We workers strive for a just taxation system, convinced that appropriate regulation, transparency, and accountability always have an impact on the distribution of wealth and advance decent work, poverty reduction, and the reduction of inequalities in all their guises.
We workers combat the corruption of the corrupt and those that corrupt them, regardless of where they come from. We workers attack the structural roots of corruption and the legal maneuvering that goes on in the political system designed to perpetuate it as a form of domination and exploitation. Nevertheless, we also point out that combating corruption can be biased and politicized, as it is in some countries today, where it is used to attack political rivals and prosecute and criminalize certain sectors while hiding and abetting the corruption practiced by others. 
We workers do not want to see the anti-corruption banner used to silence or hide other fundamental issues for the people.
We reject the manipulative notion that corruption is the region's main problem and we will not go along with its being used as the "new enemy," like communism and drug-trafficking before it.
We see the most serious instance of misrepresentation of "anti-corruption" efforts in Brazil, where former President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva has been imprisoned without any proof of his having committed a crime, in violation of legal instruments, the Constitution, and his legitimate right to defense, and in an evident bid to deny his political rights and prevent him from participating in the 2018 presidential elections. 
The persecution of Lula is the most outrageous crime being committed against democracy in the name of "fighting corruption" and comes on top of the  parliamentary, judicial, and media coup against President Dilma Rousseff, which served to shore up an agenda detrimental to the people and the nation and subservient to the interests of capital. 
Lula is innocent and, for that reason, we regard him as a political prisoner and, in solidarity, call for an international struggle to obtain his release.  
In the current regional context, the possibility of equitable globalization with social justice is becoming ever more remote 
Technological changes, transformations in the modes of production, and the predominance of the financial sector with its insistence on structural adjustment policies and the dismantling of labor laws and regulations have triggered huge gaps between countries, where the only competitiveness to be seen is in the undermining of workers' rights. 
This penetration of the economy by financial sector interests is causing massive job losses and making jobs increasingly precarious, giving rise to situations in which workers are impoverished and deprived of their rights: workers for whom work is no longer a guarantee of social integration. We can testify to a deliberate weakening of public utilities (education, health, social security, water supply, etc.) as an excuse for their privatization. 
The "new" neo-liberal wave in the region stems from ever greater emphasis on the rationale of free trade and free investment treaties, the real impacts of which are well known to the trade union movement. The economic agenda of the Right in power is expressed in greater trade liberalization, heightened guarantees for capital, looser labor regulations, and a contraction of social policy outlays. 
Large -- and especially transnational -- enterprises continue to be the main beneficiaries of these economic policies. Transnational enterprises benefit from policies to attract foreign direct investment, which deliver them, at no extra cost to them, the exploitation of natural resources generating few and mostly precarious jobs, with special tax exemption regimes and opportunities to exert political influence to amend social and environmental laws that do not suit their business interests. This mechanism by which transnational enterprises exert economic, legal, and legislative pressure is one of the leading causes of corruption in our countries, destabilizing democracy and undermining the capacity of States to perform their functions.
In a very short space of time, Latin America and the Caribbean has gone from being a region expected to be a haven for regional integration, cooperation among countries, economic complementarity, and solidarity among peoples and nations, to being once again a playground for colonial interests and pro-imperialist agendas beholden to transnational capital.  Alternative integration initiatives, such as UNASUR and CELAC, have been stifled because several governments and the vested interests behind them prefer to realign with the interests pursued by the United States, rather than foster regional sovereignty initiatives in favor of development, the consolidation of democracy, and peace. 
We voice our concern at the situation in the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela and condemn the way in which groups of governments with their own interests in mind are imposing their view on international institutions to promote interferences against a sovereign democratic State and to create an atmosphere of destabilization, clashes, and violence in the Venezuelan population. 
We reject blockades - that do harm to the people of Venezuela -, sanctions, and other economic, financial, and diplomatic moves, because they violate international law and exacerbate the social, economic, and political deterioration of the Venezuelan people. We demand respect for the sovereign decisions taken by the population of Venezuela in accordance with the instruments and democratic institutions contained in their national Constitution. 
We condemn outside interference in that country and demand that governments in the region make a responsible commitment to democracy, peace, and sovereignty, without exceptions, by promoting effective understanding among the diverse political actors and fostering dialogue and negotiation. 
Trade unionism in the Americas and its commitment to democracy, justice, and authentic integration
The hemispheric trade union movement reaffirms its stance as a social and political protagonist of democracy.
We assert that neither democracy nor governance can be practiced in a region that is still the most unequal region in the world, despite all its wealth and the efforts of the millions of men and women who work there.
We reject economic and political authoritarianism as the means by which a minority imposes itself on the majority to resolve the serious problems the region faces. No walls, whether real or virtual, will thwart the desire for dignity and justice felt by millions of human beings in the Americas.  We categorically reject the criminalization of migrant workers and denounce the militarization of borders.
The free exercise of all democratic freedoms and economic, political, social, environmental, and cultural rights is essential. Accordingly, States bear a responsibility to guarantee the effective exercise thereof, in an atmosphere of peace, understanding, respect, and inclusion. Everyone, women, men, youth, ethnic groups and other members of mainstream social groups must be visible and their voices must be heard regarding all decisions that affect them. 
We workers are suffering setbacks in the institutions upholding the rule of law in our region that are hurting our peoples and need to be reverted in order to achieve sustainable and inclusive development. We continue to aspire to transparency in politics, freedom of expression, a justice system independent of the powers that be and of large corporations, more robust trade union freedoms, and social dialogue as the cornerstones of democracy.
The TUCA/CSA voices its support and solidarity with the people and trade unions of Peru, who have mobilized all over the country to protest against corruption and covenants designed to institutionalize impunity.  
We welcome the holding of the Peoples' Summit as an example of the sovereign and democratic exercise of legitimate representation of the interests, aspirations, and desires of the diversity we embody as peoples of the Americas.
 Trade Union Technical Advisory Council (COSATE) of the IACML/OAS
Trade Union Confederation of the Americas (TUCA/CSA)
Lima, April 11, 2018.
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