[image: image1.jpg]CID/@
\_Z



[image: image2.png]



PAGE  
- 4 -

PLANNING MEETING OF THE AUTHORITIES
OEA/Ser. L/XIX
CIDI Ministerial Process – Labor
CIDI/CIMT/RPA/doc.13/19
January 25th, 2019 
28 January 2019 
Washington, D.C.                       





Original: English
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OUTCOMES OF THE

VIRTUAL MEETING OF AUTHORITIES OF THE

INTER-AMERICAN CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS OF LABOR (IACML)

PARTICIPANTS: Ministries of Labor that lead the IACML (Chair: Barbados, former Chair: Mexico); Chairs and Vice-chairs of the Working Groups: Ecuador, Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Canada and Costa Rica, and CEATAL.

OBJECTIVES OF THE VIRTUAL MEETING:

1. To monitor de development of the IACML Work Plan for 2018 - 2020, 

2. Review and provide guidance to the Work Plan's upcoming activities, and

3. Review the financial status of the Inter-American Network for Labor Administration (RIAL) and decide on the use of available resources

SUMMARY: 
The meeting was chaired by Mr. Alyson Forte, Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Labor and Social Partnership Relations Development of Barbados, as Chair of the XX IACML.

Below is a brief summary of each session:

a) Opening remarks:  

Mr. Forte welcomed delegations and reiterated the commitment from his Ministry to continue chairing the IACML, which they consider a premier space for dialogue and action on labor matters.  He presented the objectives of the meeting and highlighted that the IACML Work Plan 2018-2020, drafted by IACML authorities in April 2018, was an actionable outcome of the XX IACML, which took place in Barbados in 2017.  He thanked all delegations for their presence in this important meeting.

Mrs. Kim Osborne, OAS Executive Secretary for Integral Development, recognized the presence of all IACML authorities, and congratulated recently-appointed officers from Barbados, Mexico and Chile.  She recalled the three major commitments from the XX IACML in Barbados –better education-labor collaboration, gender equality and ensuring labor rights for vulnerable populations, and realizing SDG8 on labor and employment- and praised the meeting for following-up on the IACML Work Plan.  She reiterated OAS commitment to continue sustaining the IACML process and the RIAL, which are important vehicles for protecting rights and collectively addressing common challenges.

b) Review of the IACML Work Plan 2018 – 2020

The Technical Secretary of the IACML, Maria Claudia Camacho, presented the main activities of the Work Plan undertaken during 2018.  Presentation was based on the updated Work Plan (document: CIDI/CIMT/RPA/doc.8/19). In 2018, the 100th RIAL bilateral cooperation activity took place, dialogue between governments, workers and employers continued in the OAS General Assembly and Summit of the Americas, and partnership with ILO and PAHO continued.  One of the most prominent activities was the RIAL Workshop on Compliance with Labor Legislation (presented below), which was very positively evaluated by participants.

Mrs. Grace Gamboa, Chief of the Department of International Affairs of Labor, presented the outcomes of the RIAL Workshop “Strategies to improve compliance with Labor Legislation”, held in San Jose, Costa Rica on December 6 and 7, 2018, and contained in document: CIDI/CIMT/RPA/doc.9/19. She highlighted the excellent level of participation, depth of the discussions, the important partnership between ILO and OEA to co-organize it, and the funding received from the Canadian Labour Program. 

c) Financial situation of the RIAL

The IACML Technical Secretariat presented the current financial status of the RIAL (document: CIDI/CIMT/RPA/doc.10/19).  Contributions decreased in 2018 to the Voluntary Fund, however, a contribution from Canada of $153,000 is keeping RIAL in a positive situation.  Available resources are:  $57,920.  Secretariat proposed to destine $30,000 of those resources to fund bilateral cooperation activities.

Delegations agreed to authorize use of $30,000 to supplement resources already budgeted to undertake 8 bilateral cooperation activities in 2019 and 8 in 2020 (this will modify the current work plan which mandates for 7 activities each year).

d) Review of upcoming activities

Mr. Pedro Silva, Chief of International Affairs of the Ministry of Labor of Chile, presented the proposal for the RIAL Intersectoral Workshop “Skills for the Future: Contributions from the Ministries of Education and Labor” (document: CIDI/CIMT/RPA/doc.11/19), highlighting the relevance of the topics to be addressed for today´s world of work, and the importance of a multi-sectoral approach to face the challenges imposed by the Fourth Industrial Revolution.  Proposal for the Workshop was drafted by the Technical Secretariats of the OAS Labor and Education Ministerial processes and the Government of Chile.

The Chair indicated that delegations will have until February 15th to send comments to the proposal for the RIAL Workshop (document: CIDI/CIMT/RPA/doc.11/19) to take place in Santiago, Chile on May 9 to 10, 2019.

The IACML Technical Secretariat reviewed the activities to take place in 2019 based on the Work Plan (document: CIDI/CIMT/RPA/doc.8/19), including: Study on Gender mainstreaming, 12th RIAL Call for bilateral cooperation, Working Groups meeting and 1st Preparatory Meeting of XXI IACML, and participation of workers and employers in the OAS General Assembly.  

Mrs. Maria Fernanda Nunez, Director of International Relations of the Ministry of Labor of Ecuador, referred to the Working Groups Meeting scheduled for November 2019 and informed that Minister Andres Madero -who was recently appointed- has instructed his team to explore resources to fund the meeting.  She asked until mid-February to confirm Ecuador´s full commitment to host the meeting, and suggested to allocate some RIAL resources towards that end.

Chair proposed to allocate $15,000 of RIAL remaining resources for this meeting, which would complement the $5,000 already approved.  This proposal was approved.

e) Final remarks

The Chair opened the floor for final comments.

Mrs. Graciela Sosa, Director of International Affairs of the Ministry of Labor of Argentina, underlined the importance and timeliness of the Workshop in Chile.  She pointed out that skills for the future refer not only to technical skills, but to socio-emotional skills, and suggested that the workshop focused on the latter as well.  

Mrs. Maria Paz Anzorreguy, Coordinator of CEATAL, suggested that the Workshop in Chile take into consideration the recently launched Report from the Global Commission on the Future of Work (“Work for a Brighter Future”), which has very concrete recommendations.  She thanked the Chair, the Secretariat and all present for a positive meeting.

In writing through the virtual platform various delegations thanked the Chair and the Technical Secretariat for the meeting.  

The Technical Secretary, Maria Claudia Camacho, thanked the Chair and all delegates for their patience and understanding with some technical difficulties during the virtual meeting, and, above all, for a very productive meeting with concrete outcomes.

The Chair thanked the interpreters for the support and all delegations for their very active engagement, reiterated Barbados commitment to the IACML, and adjourned the meeting.

MAIN OUTCOMES: 

During the meeting, the following decisions were made:

· Authorities have until February 15 to send comments to the Technical Secretariat on the proposal for the RIAL Workshop on “Skills for the Future: Contributions from the Ministries Education and Labor” (document: CIDI/CIMT/RPA/doc.11/19).  Proposal open to comments from authorities of the IACML and the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE).

· Set the date for the above-mentioned RIAL Workshop for May 9 and 10, 2019 in Santiago, Chile.

· Increase number of bilateral cooperation activities from 7 to 8 in 2019 and 2020 respectively.

· Await until mid-February 2019 for final confirmation to host upcoming Meeting of Working Groups and 1st Preparatory of XXI IACML (scheduled for November 2019) from the Ministry of Labor of Ecuador. 

· Authorize use of $30,000 from RIAL available resources for bilateral activities.

· Authorize use of $15,000 from RIAL available resources for Working Groups Meeting and 1st Preparatory Meeting of XXI IACML, to take place jointly in November in Ecuador (venue pending full confirmation). These $ 15,000 are additional to the $ 5,000 previously authorized, for a total of US $ 20,000.
· Continue consultations and explore interest from different countries to host the XXI IACML in December 2020.   Future host should be identified and confirmed by mid-year 2019.

