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REPORT OF ACTIVITIES OF THE AUTHORITIES AND EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION (CIE)

In the XXXII General Assembly of the O.A.S. resolution AG/RES was approved. 1859 (XXXII-O/02), refers to the creation of the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE), in which it is established that the CIE will have, in its organizational structure, a Presidency, two Vice-presidencies and one Technical Secretariat. 

Within the framework of the III Meeting of Ministers of Education in the framework of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), held in Mexico City from the 11th to 13th of August 2003, the Secretary of Public Education of Mexico, Dr. Reyes Tamez Guerra, with the participation of the plenary of the Ministers of the hemisphere, formally installed the labors and functions of the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE), which celebrated its First Meeting on the 13th of August 2003. 

In the Plenary session, the Ministers approved the Resolution CIDI/RME/RES.8 (III-O/03) which approves the formation of an Executive Committee to support the authorities of the CIE. In the plenary session, elections of authorities for the first two years were held. The election results were the following: Presidency: Mexico; 1st Vice-presidency: Trinidad and Tobago; 2nd Vice-presidency: El Salvador; Executive Committee: Subregion North America: Canada (permanent representative) and the United States (substitute); Subregion Central America: Honduras (permanent representative) and Nicaragua (substitute); Subregion Central America: Honduras (permanent representative) and Nicaragua (substitute); Caribbean Subregion: Santa Lucia (permanent representative) and Bahamas (substitute); Subregion MERCOSUR: Brazil (permanent representative) and Paraguay (substitute) and Andean Subregion: Ecuador (1 year permanent representative, another as substitute) and Peru (1 year substitute, another as permanent representative). The Unit of Social Development and Education (UDSE) of the O.A.S. was designated Technical Secretariat of the CIE. 

Also, to give direction to the activities of the CIE the Ministers approved the resolution CIDI/RME/RES.9 (III-O/03) that establishes the use of the Excess Resources of the Reserve Subfund of the Regular Fund assigned to the sectoral area of Education, US$2,000,000 for the support of the activities for fulfilling the mandates of the Summit of the Americas.

 A. - First Official Session of the CIE 

The following subjects were reviewed: 

1) The role of the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE) to follow-up on the ministerial commitments. It was defined that it will have the following functions: 
It will receive instructions from the Ministers of Education and will provide the technical-political platform to assure that the commitments assumed in the Meeting of Ministers materialize into concrete actions; it will offer space to advance in the inter-American dialogue on education; it will be responsible for the follow-up on mandates and connections with the Summit process; it will serve as a fertile ground of ideas and proposals for Summit mandates; it will make decisions and prepare future ministerial meetings of the education forum; it will draft a Work Plan for activities to fulfill the tasks requested by the ministers; it will define when the next meeting of the CIE will be; it will define financing priorities and the distribution of the two million dollars; it will strengthen the role of the CIE with active participation of the countries. 
2) Revision of the situation of both existing Projects Summit and its possible support to the Hemispheric Projects. 
Conscious of the benefits that the Summit Projects have made to the development of their national education systems, the Ministers of Education of the Americas decided to give their total endorsement for them to continue. 
In this context, the Ministry of Education of Chile transferred the Coordination of the Regional Project of Education Indicators (PRIE) with a unanimous decision by the Ministers, to the SEP of Mexico as the coordinating body for the next 4 years; with respect to the Hemispheric Assessment Forum on Educational Quality, the Ministers decided that Brazil will continue to coordinate operations of this important Forum.

3) Presentation of the three Hemispheric Projects: Equity with Quality, Secondary Education and Teacher Education, and the definition of its Work Plan and responsibilities until the next meeting of the CIE: 

Each hemispheric coordinator presented the main proposal and the central lines explaining how each country would integrate itself into the actions of the project. On this matter, it was stressed that it is important to strengthen ties with other forums and agencies of international cooperation that have the same priorities as the Hemispheric Projects, among them: UNESCO/OREALC, OEI, CAB, UNICEF, CECC, PREAL, BM, I.A.D.B., among others.

B. - Work Meeting of Hemispheric Project Coordinators 

November 17 and 18, 2003, OAS Headquarters, Washington, D.C.

The hemispheric and subregional coordinators of each project, an invited total of 13 countries and organisms, participated; as did the Coordinators of the Summit Projects PRIE and Hemispheric Assessment Forum. The preliminary plans of the projects were presented and reviewed with the support of the UDSE/OEA (Technical Secretariat of the CIE). Work groups for each Hemispheric Project were established and convened.
PRIE-Assessment 

Given the common nature of the subjects, it was deemed necessary to integrate the Summit Projects PRIE-Hemispheric Assessment Forum, and formed a joint working group to study its feasibility. 
Additionally it was agreed to establish direct relations between project coordinators and the Technical Secretariat and raising areas/themes for collaboration among them; to understand the financing mechanism of the Special Multilateral Fund of CIDI (FEMCIDI); to define the role of the coordinators in the implementation of the Hemispheric Projects and to strengthen technical and logistic aspects of the said projects by establishing an action plan and timeline.

Table 1. Hemispheric Project Coordination
	Theme
	Hemispheric Coord.
	Subregional 

Coord.

	Equity and Quality
	Argentina
	Bahamas, Nicaragua y Honduras, Colombia

Argentina & México

	Teacher Education
	Trinidad & Tobago
	México, Trinidad & Tobago, El Salvador, Ecuador & Bolivia

	Secondary Education
	Costa Rica 
	Antigua y Barbuda, Costa Rica, Peru, Brazil & México


C.- I Meeting of the Authorities and Executive Committee of the CIE 
December 4–5, 2003 in Washington, D.C.

The Authorities the CIE were presented with the proposal for the Second Stage of PRIE and the Hemispheric Assessment Forum. They then made comments and requested modifications and more details. Nevertheless, not to interrupt the actions of the project, the allocation of 25% of the resources requested by PRIE-E for year 2004 (USS66.600 was authorized as continuation funds). The Meeting of the Authorities and the Executive Committee requested a more detailed and complete description of the project by February 16th at the latest. 

 It was resolved to initially assign USS30.000 to the Technical Secretariat for the financing of the support of the summit projects, the hemispheric projects and the meetings of the CIE and its authorities for expenses of translation, transportation and inputs. 

In this meeting there were diverse presentations of other organs such as the Inter-American Commission of Science and Technology, Inclusion International, the Inter-American University Organization, Inter-American Commission of Women, Inter-American Commission of Social Development offered support for the Hemispheric Projects, and the actions taken and analytical documentation prepared within the five Thematic Areas of III the Summit (Québec, 2001), that were well received by the plenary session.

D.- II Meeting of the Authorities and Executive Committee of the CIE
April 15 – 16, 2004 in Washington, D.C. 

As can be seen above, the II Meeting of CIE Authorities was successfully held and the following Decisions were made:
· In follow-up to the mandate of the Special Summit of the Americas (paragraphs 10 and 11 of the Chapter on Social Development), the Technical Secretariat, with the support of the United States, Canada and Mexico, committed itself to drafting a questionnaire that allows it to collect information on the present practices the member countries employ to inform the general public about the characteristics and outputs of their education systems. On this matter, the Secretariat will ask for all the member countries, to fill out and return the questionnaire for revision and processing, and will then publish the results in the next plenary session of the CIE, so that they might be officially presented during the IV Summit of the Americas, in Argentina (November of 2005). 
· The Authorities and Executive Committee of the CIE, establish lines of collaboration with the Foreign Ministries and the Permanent Missions of the Countries Members of the OAS to drive the reform of the regulation of the Special Multilateral Fund of CIDI (FEMCIDI) that allows the CIE to carry out the functions of evaluation and qualification of projects, that at the moment is the responsibility of the Specialized Nonpermanent Commission (CENPE) of Education.
· The support to the Regional Project on Education Indicators – Assessment of Educational Quality was noted and the amount asked for by Mexico and Brazil for the project: US$324,295.00 (PRIE US$ 182.575,00 and Assessment US$ 141,720.00) was unanimously approved, thus putting on the record the importance of a proposal for its four years of duration and implementation.

· The presentations of the international agencies’ support initiatives and requests that were presented/displayed during the I Meeting of Authorities of the CIE were reconsidered. 
· An amount of US$28,496.00 was approved to support the project presented by Bahamas for the countries of the Caribbean: "Ready To Learn: An Early Childhood Education of Quality To Prevent the Scholastic Failure." 
· Afterwards the CIE Authorities stated their position on the support initiatives presented to this Committee, indicating that the resources for other projects were not approved because they were deemed to be support activities for the Hemispheric Projects that already had received resources from the FEMCIDI, as already mentioned at the Meeting of the Authorities of the CIE on December 4th and 5th. 
· It was decided that the date for III the Meeting of CIE Authorities and Executive Committee would be on Sunday the 17th of October 2004, and that the II Plenary Meeting of the CIE, would take place on Monday, October 18th and Tuesday October 19th at OAS Headquarters in Washington, D.C.

E. Informal Meeting of Authorities and Executive Committee of CIE on June 28, 2004, in Cancun, Quintana Roo, Mexico,

The following agreements were reached at the meeting: 

· To ask that the Technical Secretariat communicates to the Inter-American Agency for the Cooperation and Development (AICD) a request from the CIE of not considering additional project profiles that duplicate the high-priority initiatives of the III Meeting of Ministers of Education. 

· To consider, the definition of the relation between the components of indicators and assessment of educational quality within the framework of the PRIE, to be dealt with by the coordinators of the projects during the Meeting of Planning and Definition of Strategies of the PRIE. 

· The United States Department of Education, jointly with the Technical Secretariat presented the "Questionnaire on Practices of Disseminating Education Information", in response to the instructions of II the Meeting of Authorities and Executive Committee of the CIE and also the mandate from the Special Summit of the Americas during the Meeting of PRIE-E Coordinators. The results of the analysis will appear in the next Plenary Meeting of the CIE for their analysis. 

The Authorities and Executive Committee of the CIE recognize and appreciate the performance of the Technical Secretariat (UDSE/OEA) during the first year of CIE’s operation.
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