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Honorable Michael Browne, Minister of Education, Science and Technology of Antigua and Barbuda and 

moderator of the First Plenary Session of the Preparatory Meeting for the Tenth Inter-American Meeting 

of Ministers of Education. 

Respected participants. 

I greet Minister Browne and all of you, on behalf of the Central American Education and Culture 

Coordination (CECC), which is the technical secretariat of the eight Ministries of Education of the 

member countries of the Central American Integration System (SICA). Insurmountable institutional 

reasons prevent me from participating personally in this important deliberation, to which Ms. Kim 

Osborne, Executive Secretary for Integral Development, kindly invited me. I thank her again for her 

invitation and Mr. Jesús Giacoman, Director of the Department of Human Development, Education and 

Employment, for allowing me to participate through this communication read before you. It is a clear 

sign of his intention, which I would like to highlight, of coordinating the actions of the Inter-American 

Education Agenda and its Plan of Action with the regional actors, in this case, with the CECC. 

My message focused on three large contribution lines to this deliberation. 

The first, to tell you that the CECC adheres and endorses the Inter-American Education Agenda. In a 

recent visit of the Honorable Hector Mendez, Assistant Secretary of the OAS, to our headquarters in 

Costa Rica, I expressed to him and I do it publicly here, the willingness of the CECC to act as a 

coordination channel for the action of the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE) in the countries 

of the SICA region. By its very nature, the CECC is a permanent inter-ministerial dialogue mechanism. 

In effect, the SICA region has a common education policy, conceived by the Council of Ministers of the 

eight member countries and approved at the 43th Ordinary Meeting of Heads of State and Government 

in 2014. The goals of Sustainable Development Goal No. 4 have all been incorporated as part of the 

Central American Educational Policy (PEC) 2013-2030. This policy fully coincides with the principles and 

priorities of the Inter-American Education Agenda. 

The second line of input is to share that the CECC develops several actions from the regional level, in 

support of those that each of the eight countries carries out as part of their national policies. One of the 

most important is to have concluded, with the technical assistance of the UNESCO Institute for Statistics 

(UIS) and the Latin American Laboratory for the Evaluation of the Quality of Education (LLECE), a 

common set of indicators for the monitoring and assessment of the goals of SDG 4. The CECC is in the 
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process of readjusting the digital platform of its Regional System of Indicators, so that it becomes the 

common instrument for monitoring the goals committed to nationally and internationally. I am pleased 

to offer this instrument to the CIE (Inter-American Committee on Education), as well as to share the 

experience of an articulated and joint work among several countries. 

In this context, the CECC specifically proposes that the corresponding Working Groups of the Inter-

American Education Agenda know and adopt two actions that the CECC lays out and that have the 

support of the Council of Ministers, the highest governing body of the Central American Education and 

Culture Coordination. We wish and propose that the initiatives for "Initial teacher training" and the 

"Stewardship of the Ministries of Education on pedagogical proposals for the education of children 

under three years of age” become part of the Work Plan of the Inter-American Education Agenda. 

The third line of contribution is, in fact, an extension of the previous one, making known to all the 

distinguished audience the main purposes and lines of action of the two mentioned initiatives. The 

Presiding Ministers of Working Groups 2 and 3 have received a broader explanatory document for their 

consideration. 

With regard to initial teacher training, the CECC proposes, within the framework of the integration of 

policies in the SICA region, to contribute to the improvement of the quality of this training that is mainly 

carried out, in our sub-region, in institutions of university higher education. At present, the situation is 

characterized by an enormous dispersion and heterogeneity of training offers in the eight countries. 

That is why this initiative proposes the following:  

i. Agree on common profiles for teachers that the sub-region needs at each level of the education 

system;  

ii. Influence the 24 public universities linked to the Central American University Higher Council 

(CSUCA), so that they adjust their training programs to the demands of those profiles; the CECC 

already has an agreement on this matter with CSUCA, another specialized agency of SICA;  

iii. Progressively associate this effort with the rest of the private sector teacher training schools. The 

background of this intention is the consolidation of stable channels for a constructive relationship 

between Ministries of Education and universities, channels that currently do not exist or are 

extremely weak. 

With regard to early childhood education, the CECC proposes to strengthen the capacities of the 

Ministries of Education of the countries of the SICA region to exercise stewardship of the proposals for 

initial education in each country, in accordance with the different modalities of provision of the early 

childhood development services. It is of great interest that the Ministries of Education of the countries 

of the SICA region take the lead to ensure that the various programs of early childhood care in each 

country include a systematic educational component duly articulated and well-founded. The CECC calls 

this leadership, the stewardship of initial education (children under three years-old) and it consists of 

assuming the responsibility of regulating the educational programs in all the modalities of assistance to 

children under three years-old, in coordination with the various entities responsible for said assistance. 
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The CECC, with the support of UNICEF, has prepared a set of guidelines: "The Ministry of Education and 

Initial Education. Inputs for the stewardship of the pedagogical proposals." The eight countries have 

agreed on a Regional Roadmap for the application of these guidelines, which the CECC wishes become 

part of the Regional Action Plan for the implementation of the Inter-American Education Agenda in the 

countries of this sub-region. 

Again, thank you very much, for allowing me to address you through this communication and participate 

in the regional dialogue on the Action Plan. 

 


