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1. To how many areas of study can I apply for? 
Can I only apply to one or two universities? 
The applicant must select three programs 
from different universities and regions, in 
order to increase the chances of receiving 
a scholarship offer, since the number of 
scholarships available per university is limited. 
If the program you are interested in is not 
offered in at least three regions, you may 
select programs in universities where they 
are available, even if they are in only one or 
two regions.  If the same program is available 
in another university in another region, we 
cannot guarantee that the scholarship offer 
will be made for the universities of your 
particular interest.  The more flexible you are, 
the greater the chances you have of being 
awarded a scholarship. 

2. Why do I have to choose three different 
universities from three different regions? 
One of the main objectives of the OAS-
GCUB scholarship program is to promote 
the internationalization and mobilization of 
students of the Americas to different Brazilian 
regions.  Therefore, the program is designed 
to favor the equitable distribution of students 
among participating Brazilian universities.  
Additionally, applying to three different 
regions will increase the chances of receiving 
a scholarship offer from one of the selected 
institutions, as the number of scholarship 
openings per university is limited. 

3. Can I apply to several programs in the same 
university? No, each program selected has to 
be from a different university and region.

4. What would happen if the program that I 
wish to apply for is offered in less than three 
universities of three different regions, or 
only in universities within the same region? 
The applicant may consider broadening his/
her field of study.  However, if there is no other 
possibility, such a scenario would be the only 
exception, in order to be able to choose more 
than one university within the same region. 

5. What would happen if no university offers 
the program that I wish to undertake? If the 
type of program you wish to complete is not 
included in the List of Master’s and Doctoral 
Programs in Brazil, you will be unable to apply 
to the OAS-GCUB scholarship program, since 
these scholarships will be awarded exclusively 
for the programs and universities specified in 
the list.

6. Can I apply to a combination of master’s 
and doctoral programs in the same online 
application form? You can only apply if you 
meet the academic requirements for both 
degree levels.  You can apply for a doctorate 
without having a master’s degree; however, 
you must be able to demonstrate your 
capacity to undertake a doctoral program. The 
doctorate programs are very rigorous and the 
student should be ready to engage at a very 
high academic level. For more information, 
please visit the web page of the program of 
your interest. Find out in the Table of Programs 
if the Doctorate program you are looking for 
requires or not a Master’s degree in order to 
apply to a Doctorate program. 

II.  LANGUAGE REQUIREMENTS

1. What Portuguese language requirements 
are necessary to apply for this scholarship? 
Proficiency in neither Portuguese nor English 
is required during the application stage.  
However, it is important to note that the classes 
will be taught in Portuguese and the study 
program may offer academic disciplines and 
activities in other languages. Each university is 
independent in determining the admissibility 
of each candidate, based on his/her academic 
and professional credentials.

It is important to note that students will receive 
language support from their host universities 
through on-site or online Portuguese language 
courses, tutoring sessions with students or 
professors, or any other model, according 
to the conditions of the host university.  In 
any case, basic knowledge of Portuguese 
is always preferred and will help with the 
transition, when living in Brazil. One of the 
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benefits of this scholarship program, is that 
those selected can expect a more immersive 
cultural experience through the learning of the 
Portuguese language.

Please take into account that even though 
some programs do not require proficiency 
in Portuguese or another language at the 
admission stage, this might be a requirement 
for graduation. 

Moreover, this scholarship program requires 
that, if selected to receive an OAS-GCUB 
scholarship, you must prove a superior-
intermediate level of Portuguese through 
the CELPE-Bras exam or equivalent exam, 
before finishing your studies in Brazil.  The 
costs associated with taking this exam are the 
student’s responsibility.
 
2. Is there a minimum level of proficiency 
required in another language to be considered 
or this scholarship? Some programs may 
have language requirements for admitting 
candidates.  For more information, please 
visit the website of the universities you are 
interested in where you can find specific details 
about the language requirements for each 
participating program and read the regulations.

3. If my understanding of Portuguese 
is minimal, can I still apply for this 
scholarship? Yes. There are no prerequisites 
regarding Portuguese language proficiency 
at the application stage of this scholarship 
program.   However, each Brazilian university 
is autonomous when determining the 
admissibility of each candidate, considering 
his/her academic and professional credentials.

4. Should I send a language certification? 
It is not required to send any proof or 
documentation of proficiency/ knowledge of 
neither Portuguese nor English to apply for 
this scholarship. However, the applicant is 
free to attach such document/certification in 
their application.

III. EXPENSES COVERED AND NOT 
COVERED BY THE SCHOLARSHIP

1. What expenses are covered by the 
scholarship? The benefits of the OAS-GCUB 
scholarship described in the Announcement 
are as follows: 

a. Exemption of tuition and monthly or annual 
academic fees, related to the costs of the 
graduate program at the host university, for 
which the scholarship recipient is selected.

Subsistence scholarship1:
The monthly stipend is for all applicants who 
are selected for this scholarship program.

•	 Master’s: Monthly grants, R$ 1.500,00 
(One thousand five hundred Brazilian real) 
using as reference the amount paid by the 
Coordination for the Improvement of Higher 
Level Personnel (CAPES), as the minimum 
amount, to Brazilian students who are 
enrolled in master’s studies in Brazil, under 
the responsibility of the  host university, 
throughout the regular study period, for up 
to a maximum of 24 months, according to 
the Table of  Master’s Programs.

•	 Doctorate: Monthly grants, R$ 2.200,00 
(Two thousand two hundred Brazilian real) 
using as reference the amount paid by the 
Coordination for the Improvement of Higher 
Level Personnel (CAPES), as the minimum 
amount, to Brazilian students who are 
enrolled in doctorate studies in Brazil, under 
the responsibility of the  host university, 
throughout the regular study period, for up 
to a maximum of 48 months, according to 
the Table of Doctoral Programs.  

b. A one-time grant $1,200 (one-thousand 
two-hundred US Dollars) contribution to help 
students defray their settlement expenses 
paid in Brazilian Reais, according to the official 
exchange rate on the day the OAS deposits 
this contribution to the GCUB. This benefit will 
be awarded only to each one of the first 150 
approved candidates.

 1. It is not allowed to accumulate scholarships offered by Brazilian institutions or by any foreign institution for studies in Brazil. 

www.capes.gov.br/bolsas/valores-de-bolsas
www.capes.gov.br/bolsas/valores-de-bolsas
www.capes.gov.br/bolsas/valores-de-bolsas
www.capes.gov.br/bolsas/valores-de-bolsas
www.capes.gov.br/bolsas/valores-de-bolsas
www.capes.gov.br/bolsas/valores-de-bolsas
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of the student and their respective expenses.

c. The limit established in subsection c 
(mentioned above) may be adjusted depending 
on the availability of funds, to support a larger 
number of selected applicants.

d. In order to receive disbursement of 
any of the above-mentioned benefits, the 
scholarship recipient must report to the 
Brazilian university and follow the OAS-GCUB 
PAEC Institutional Coordinator’s instructions 
regarding the registration process: opening a 
bank account;  issuance of documents required 
by the Brazilian government ; presenting proof 
of insurance2 with full medical, lab testing and 
hospital coverage, valid in the entire Brazilian 
territory, including coverage of repatriation of 
mortal remains; presenting a passport with 
the Temporary Visa IV (Subsection IV). Under 
no circumstances will another visa type be 
accepted. The payment of the contribution 
for settlement expenses can take up to three 
months after the arrival of the student to 
Brazil.  Therefore, the scholarship recipient 
must send the necessary documentation to 
GCUB, as soon as possible3.

e. Access to university restaurants, if any, 
under the same conditions as any other 
student at the host university. 

f. Access to classes, classrooms, libraries, 
laboratories and other university services 
under the same conditions as any other 
student at the host university.

g. Free access to Portuguese language studies 
(on-site courses, online courses, tutorials with 
students or professors, or other modalities), 
determined by the host university.

Some of the additional expenses not covered 
by the scholarship are: 

•	 Airfare or ground transportation.
•	 Visa processing fee.
•	 Processing fee for CPF (Cadastro de 

Pessoa Física).
•	 Processing fee for RNE (Registro Nacional 

de Extranjeros).
•	 Processing fee for CIE (Carteira de 

Identidade de Estrangeiro).
•	 Issuance fees of Diploma, transcripts and/

or certificates.
•	 Additional subsistence expenses.
•	 Medical Insurance.
•	 Books and study materials. 

2. If I am selected and I travel with my family, 
is there any monetary support for family 
members? No. The scholarship is individual and 
does not include benefits for family members. 
The only benefits to be awarded are the ones 
specified in the Announcement, and are only 
intended for the scholarship recipient. 

3. How will I receive the benefits? The one-
time $1.200,00 USD (for the first 150 selected 
students) will be disbursed to the scholarship 
recipient upon arrival in Brazil*.  In order to 
receive the disbursement the student must 
report to the Brazilian university and follow the 
instructions of the Institutional Coordinator, 
regarding the following procedures: 

•	 Registration.
•	 Opening a bank account. 
•	 Issuance of documents required by the 

Brazilian Government (Registro Nacional 
de Estrangeiros, etc.).

•	 Presenting proof of insurance with full 
medical, lab testing and hospital coverage, 
valid in the entire Brazilian territory, 
including coverage of repatriation of 
mortal remains.

•	 Obtaining a passport with student visa.

* The disbursement of the US$ 1.200,00 
stipend for settlement expenses could take 
from 1 to 3 months. 

2. The search and selection of medical insurance is the scholarship recipient’s responsibility.  The OAS and the GCUB refrain from recommending 
any particular insurance company.  The scholarship recipient must ensure that the insurance covers all aspects described in numeral 2.1.e.  The 
Program’s General Coordination requires that the insurance be purchased before the student arrives in Brazil.

3. The OAS, the GCUB and the host University will not cover any expenses of the scholarship recipient’s companions or dependents.
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4. Is the one-time grant of 1200 USD for 
everyone? This one-time grant is aimed at 
the 150 most outstanding students who 
have applied. It is important to note that all 
applicants will be eligible to compete for this 
benefit. This grant is an additional benefit. 

It is worth mentioning that all applicants 
accepted under this program (the 150 
applicants benefited with a one-time 
contribution and all other applicants who are 
not benefited with the one- time contribution) 
will receive monthly grant support taking 
as a reference the value paid by amount the 
Coordination for the Improvement of Higher 
Level Personnel (CAPES).				  
		
5. If I am selected and the subsistence stipend 
is not enough to cover my monthly expenses, 
what can I do? The benefits that you will 
receive are fixed amounts and cannot be 
modified.  It is imperative that the applicant 
be aware that he or she must be prepared 
financially to cover any additional costs beyond 
the OAS-GCUB scholarship benefits.  Take note 
that the scholarship awardee is prohibited 
from accepting other scholarships, offered by 
the Brazilian government or institutions or any 
other foreign institution, agency or government.

6. How long can I benefit from the scholarship 
and  what would happen if I am unable 
to finish my studies on time? The active 
scholarship recipient will receive the benefits 
for a period of:

•	 24 months for master’s programs.
•	 48 months for doctoral programs.

If the student does not finish their studies 
during the established period for each 
program, he/ she will be responsible for any 
additional costs (tuition / tuition, Portuguese 
language classes, subsistence expenses, etc.) 
that may arise afterwards this term. 

7. Does the scholarship cover any additional 
costs for possible research projects? No, it does 
not. The student has to manage the received 

amounts and cover the additional costs that 
may arise during any research project.
						    
On the other hand, in some cases the 
universities have a budget for research projects 
and it is the responsibility of the student to 
consult with the program coordinator when 
he/she has benefited from our scholarship and 
not prior to acceptance. 

8. I am a university professor and my 
university offers me ‘paid leave’ during my 
studies in Brazil. Can I accept this benefit 
and also the OAS-GCUB scholarship? In most 
cases this is not possible; however, the final 
decision will be taken by the host university.

9. What is the estimated cost of living in Brazil? 
The cost of living in Brazil varies from city to 
city. The subsistence or stipend granted by 
the scholarship is intended to help the student 
cover essential expenses, which do not include 
costs associated to leisure activities. For more 
information contact the consulate of Brazil 
in your country or the universities of your 
interest, and we also recommend you to visit 
the websites about the cost of living in Brazil.

IV.  REQUIRED DOCUMENTATION

1. What are the scholarship application and 
admission requirements? 
When you apply for the OAS-GCUB 
scholarship you are also automatically 
applying for admission in the selected 
universities.  Therefore, there is no need to 
apply simultaneously for admission to the 
desired programs, in addition to the OAS-GCUB 
scholarship application.  The requirements 
for this scholarship opportunity are included 
in the Scholarship Announcement. It is 
important to note that some universities 
require proficiency in English or another 
language.  For those cases, the student 
must be prepared to fulfill all requirements 
established by the University of your Choice.

2. In what language should I send my 
documents? The documents can be submitted 
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OAS. Those being: Spanish, English, Portuguese, 
or French. Likewise, the student may write the 
essays in any of the four languages.

3. Do I need a passport to apply? No. It is 
required that the applicant attach a copy of 
an official national document which states 
their nationality or country of residence (for 
example: National identification card). The 
passport if an official national document, 
therefore, it may be used to apply, however, it 
is not required. 

On the other hand, in case you are selected it 
is mandatory to process your passport in the 
office of your country that has the power to 
issue it, as it will be necessary for future stages 
prior to your trip to Brazil..			 
	
4. In which format should I submit my 
Curriculum Vitae (CV)? We do not require 
your CV in any particular form.  Please 
submit your CV in a concise way, and do not 
attach additional supporting documents for 
workshops, conferences, medical certificates, 
invoices, photos, etc. The CV should have a 
maximum of 5 pages.

5. What are the Academic records? The 
Academic Records/Transcripts are the 
documents that contain all the grades that the 
student received in each course during her/ 
his undergraduate studies. 

6. What is the diploma? The diploma is a 
document issued by a university, institution, 
etc. with signatures, stamps and other 
formalities, which accredits an academic 
degree. An educational institution usually 
awards the diploma when a student completes 
their degree. 

7. What type of letters of recommendation 
should I submit? Is there a format? There 
is no particular format for the letters of 
recommendation. We accept letters from 
university professors or employers, those of 
which need to include a signature and contact 
information of who wrote the letter, (E-mail, 

phone number, institutional title and address, 
etc.) The letters have to be recent, dated the 
year of application or the previous year.

8. To whom should the letters be addressed? 
Letters can be addressed to the Organization of 
American States and/or the Coimbra Group of 
Brazilian Universities.  They can also be written 
in general terms “To whom it may concern.”

9. Should I notarize/legalize the required 
documents? To apply you should submit 
electronic copies of the required documents 
without any type of notarization/legalization.  
However, as indicated by the Scholarship 
Announcement, you must bear in mind that 
the OAS, the GCUB and/or the host university 
could request notarized/legalized documents 
at any moment.

10. If I have concluded my studies 
(undergraduate/master’s level) but I still 
do not have my diploma, can I apply to 
the scholarship? In order to be eligible, it 
is necessary to have fully completed your 
undergraduate/master’s studies before the 
beginning of the studies in Brazil.  If your 
diploma is being issued, you may attach 
a certificate, issued by your university, 
confirming that you will have completed all 
program requirements (including submission 
and defense of graduation papers/exams, if 
applicable) and the expected date in which 
the degree will be officially awarded. If you 
will conclude your program requirements 
after the beginning of classes in Brazil, 
unfortunately you are not eligible to apply for 
this scholarship cycle.

11. Can the applicant add a digital signature in 
the term of commitment? Yes. Nevertheless, 
it is highly recommended to do a handmade 
signature and include the applicant’s full name.

12. Do I have to prove that I can finance my 
studies in Brazil? No. The term of commitment 
is enough to guarantee that the student can 
finance the extra costs of living in Brazil and it 
should include a handmade signature and the 
applicant’s full name.



FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

9Brazil PAEC OAS-GCUB Scholarships Program

13. Can I submit my documents a second time 
if I have already sent them and forgot to add a 
required document? Yes. When analyzing the 
applications we will eliminate any repeated 
applications and only consider the last one, 
therefore, if a student forgets to attach a 
document, please resend all documents in a 
new application form.	

14. Should I send a hard copy of the documents? 
No. The documents should be submitted 
through a pdf via online application form at the 
OAS Brazil Scholarships official website.

15. If I am a Brazilian citizen or permanent 
resident, can I apply to this scholarship 
opportunity? The OAS-GCUB Scholarship 
program is not available to Brazilian nationals, 
Brazilians with dual citizenship, Brazilians with 
permanent residence in another country, or 
foreign permanent residents in Brazil.  This is 
because one of the purposes of this Program 
is to promote the regional integration of 
countries through the internationalization and 
mobilization of students, to a country different 
from their own. 

V. ESSAYS 

1. How many essays should I send and what 
theme should I write about? For each of the 
Master’s/Doctorate program, you must write 
2 essays. Therefore, you must send 6 essays 
in total.

For instance: You must apply to three (3) 
programs, therefore, you have to submit six (6) 
essays, two (2) for each university.

2. Should I write 2 different essays for each 
program/university that I select, or can I write 
the same essay for the three options? If the 
applicant is applying to the same program in 3 
different universities and in different regions, 
the content of the essay may be the same but 
the applicant would have to direct it to each of 
the universities making some reference to the 
university in the title.

The student should not send the essays 
directly to the universities as these have to 
be added to the PDF document containing all 
the documents requested in this call for later 
adding them to the application form of the 
OAS Scholarships Brazil.

3. What is the topic of each essay? Each essay 
has a specific topic, as described below: 

•	 Essay 1: Academic expectations and 
interests, professional expectations and 
prospects upon return to the country  
of origin.

•	 Essay 2:  For each of the Master’s or 
Doctoral programs, present a justification 
of the program selection, central 
theme and problem to be investigated, 
delimitation and justification of the 
object of study, bibliographic review, 
methodological procedures, timeline and 
bibliographic references.

4. Is it necessary to get in touch with a 
professor at the university in Brazil? It is 
not necessary for you to contact a professor/
faculty member. The student should not 
send the essays directly to the universities. 
They should be added to the PDF document 
containing all the documents required and 
submit them through the application form of 
the OAS Scholarships Brazil. 

5. Can I use the same essay for the same 
program in a different university? If the 
applicant is applying to the same program in 3 
different universities and in different regions, 
the content of the essay may be the same but 
the applicant would have to direct it to each of 
the universities making some reference to the 
university in the title.

That being: 6 essays, 2 per university.

However if they apply to different areas of 
study, it is worth mentioning that the applicant 
would have to write an adequate essay for 
each of the programs to which he or her 
wishes to apply.
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1. Do I need a visa to study in Brazil? What 
type? What are the requirements? Yes, you 
need the Temporary Visa IV to study in Brazil.  
It is the student’s responsibility to request 
all necessary information from the Brazilian 
Consulate in your country to apply for the 
visa.  None of the scholarship benefits can be 
disbursed if, upon arrival in Brazil, the student 
does not present the visa, and proof of medical 
insurance to the institutional coordinator at 
the host institution.

2. If I am selected, how far in advance should I 
arrive in Brazil? This depends on each program 
and host university, which will indicate the 
terms when the admission is announced.  On 
average, universities request that students 
arrive two weeks prior to the start of classes 
in order to register and settle; however, this 
varies from program to program.

3. Is the student able to visit his/her family 
during their studies in Brazil? Yes. The 
applicant may leave the country as many times 
as they need as long as he/she complies with 
the necessary requirements of the program.

4. If I am selected what type of medical 
insurance will I have to obtain? The OAS and 
the GCUB refrain from recommending any 
particular insurance company.  However, the 
medical insurance policy must include full 
medical, hospital and lab-testing coverage valid 
throughout the Brazilian territory, including 
coverage of repatriation of mortal remains.

VI.  SELECTION PROCESS

1. What is the selection criteria? The 
following criteria will be taken into account 
(not necessarily in this order): 
•	 Applicant’s merit, academic and 

professional credentials.

•	 Geographical distribution of the applicants, 
taking into consideration the most 
important needs of emerging economies.

•	 Applicants from countries with a low 
human development index (HDI), according 
to the ranking of the United Nations 
Development Program (UNDP)4. 

•	 Full-time professors working at higher 
education institutions, especially those 
originating from countries with a low HDI, 
according to UNDP.

•	 Gender diversity.
•	 The order of preference of the candidate’s 

chosen programs.
•	 Applicants whose essays portray the 

highest potential for social impact, upon 
return to their countries of origin.

2. Who can apply? From which countries? 
Those who are citizens of the 35 member 
states of the Organization can apply, with the 
exception of Cuba5.  

3. Can I apply if I am not a citizen or resident of 
any of the member states of the Organization? 
No.  Our scholarships are specifically aimed 
at citizens of the member States countries of 
OAS. If your country is not a member state of 
our organization you are not eligible to apply 
to our scholarships.

4. If I have applied for previous editions of this 
scholarship program and was not accepted, 
can I apply again? Yes. There is no restriction 
for students to reapply. 

5. I have already received an OAS-GCUB 
scholarship, can I apply again? The applicants 
who have already received a scholarship to 
study a master’s degree under this program 
are allowed to apply for a program to attain 
a degree at a high level of qualification, in this 
case, for a doctorate degree. Those applying 
to receive a scholarship from OAS-GCUB for 
another master’s degree will not be eligible.

4. For more information on the Human Development Index (HDI) per country, please see the 2018 Human Development report by the United 
Nations Development Program HTTP://HDR.UNDP.ORG/SITES/DEFAULT/FILES/2018_HUMAN_DEVELOPMENT_STATISTICAL_UPDATE.PDF.

5. Cuba is not an active member state of the OAS, therefore its citizens do not qualify or enjoy the benefits offered by the programs of the 
Organization. For more information, consult AG / RES. 2438 (XXXIX-O / 09).

www.oas.org/en/member_states/default.asp
www.oas.org/en/member_states/default.asp
hdr.undp.org/sites/default/files/2018_human_development_statistical_update.pdf
www.oas.org/39ag/documents/AGRES-2438E.doc
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6. If I or a family member currently works 
at the OAS, am I able to apply? No. Staff 
members of the General Secretariat, persons 
under performance contracts with the 
General Secretariat, staff members of the 
permanent missions to the OAS, members 
of the Academic and Technical Studies (ATS) 
Scholarship Selection Committee, and their 
relatives are not eligible for OAS academic 
or technical studies scholarships. (From OAS 
Scholarships Manual of Procedures, Art. 7.1).

7. If I am selected but I cannot accept the 
scholarship for any reason, can it be deferred 
for next year? No. The benefits from the 
scholarship are non-transferable to other 
years. If the scholarship recipient cannot start 
classes at the date indicated in 2018, he or she 
would have to decline the scholarship offer 
and the institution will offer the opportunity 
to the next ranked candidate by the Selection 
Committee. However, requests to postpone 
studies due to exceptional circumstances 
will be reviewed case by case with each host 
university program coordinator.
		
8. Is there any age limit to apply to this 
scholarship program? No, there is no age 
limit to participate in this specific scholarship 
program. However, in order to be eligible, the 
candidate must comply with all requirements 
to apply.

9. How are the 150 students who receive the 
one-time grant of 1,200.00 USD chosen? The 
Evaluation Advisory Committee will make the 
final decisions on awarding the scholarships 
and of the student distribution into the 
programs and universities to which they 
applied. The Committee shall consider the 
following criteria to select the 150 students 
who will receive the one-time grant of $1,200:
	
•	 Geographical distribution of the applicants, 

taking into consideration the most 
important needs of emerging economies. 

•	 Applicants from countries with a low 
human development index (HDI), according 
to the ranking of the United Nations 
Development Program (UNDP). 

•	 Full time professors working at higher 
education institutions, especially those 
originating from countries with a low HDI, 
according to United Nations Development 
Program (UNDP).

•	 Sex diversity. 
•	 The order of preference of the candidate’s 

chosen programs. 
•	 Applicants whose proposals portray the 

highest potential for social impact upon 
return to their countries of origin.

•	 Candidates with the lowest number of 
scholarships contemplated in previous 
editions of the Brazil PAEC OAS-GCUB 
Scholarship Program.	

VII.  OTHER

1. What are the scholarship recipient’s 
responsibilities and commitments? The most 
important responsibilities are as follows:
	
•	 Prepare travel arrangements and process 

the student visa;
•	 Cover all financial expenses not included 

in the scholarship (i.e. round trip tickets, 
medical insurance, subsistence expenses 
that surpass the monthly stipend granted 
by the scholarship, etc);

•	 Dedicate him or herself to full time studies 
in Brazil, maintaining a good academic 
performance and comply with the laws 
and regulations of the host country and 
institution;

•	 Return to the country of origin no later 
than 30 days after concluding studies in 
Brazil, and reside there for a minimum 
period equal to the duration of the studies 
in Brazil.  In the event that the grantee 
does not fulfill this commitment, the OAS, 
GCUB or the host university may request 
that the total amount granted in the 
scholarship be reimbursed;

•	 Comply with all organizational and 
academic guidelines required by the OAS, 
GCUB, and the university; and

•	 The selected candidate can decline the 
scholarship, up to four weeks before 
starting the study program, without 
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the selected candidate declines the 
scholarship without any substantial reason 
after having started the program of study, 
the OAS, GCUB and/or the university may 
require that the student reimburse the 
total amount of the scholarship benefits 
disbursed at of the time of withdrawal 
from the program.

2. How will I know if I have been selected? 
Selected candidates will be announced through 
the websites www.oas.org/scholarships and 
www.grupocoimbra.org.br. Additionally, 
selected candidates will be contacted directly 
by the OAS and will receive a Scholarship 
Award Letter and the contact information for 
any inquiries about the scholarship award.  

Candidates are responsible for filling out 
the online application form with the correct 
contact information. The candidates are also 
responsible for checking their email trash and 
spam mailboxes to ensure that messages are 
not lost and that communication is effective. 

The candidates must provide a permanent 
home address where he/she can receive 
important correspondence by regular mail, 
as well as a personal email that the candidate 
will have access to in the months following 
the application deadline. In case of an error, 
change of address or email, the candidate 
must fill out a new online application. 

Please be aware that due to the large amount 
of applications received each year, the OAS 
does not provide feedback to individuals who 
were not selected.

3. Can I change my research project after I 
start my studies in Brazil? This will dependent 
on each specific case. There is no restriction in 
the scholarship guidelines as to whether the 
student can or cannot change their research 
project after they have been awarded the 
scholarship. This decision will depend on the 
universities and should be discussed with the 
program coordinators.

4. If I am currently studying a Master’s/ 
Doctoral degree in my country, can I transfer 
the credits that I have already studied to the 
Brazilian university? No. It is expected for all 
students to start their academic studies from 
the begging in the Brazilian university. It is 
important to note that to be eligible for the 
scholarship it is required that the students 
have completed their studies, undergraduate, 
masters, or doctorate, by the time they start 
their studies in Brazil.

5. When I graduate from my program of study 
and I am awarded the degree, will this degree 
be valid in my country of origin? Scholarship 
recipients are responsible for researching, in 
their country of origin, the validation of their 
degrees, through the competent institutions.  
The OAS, the GCUB, or the universities are not 
responsible for the validation of degrees.

6. Will I be able to work while studying in 
Brazil? No. Students must dedicate themselves 
exclusively to their studies, on a full-time basis. 

7. Do I have to return to my home country 
after the end of my studies in Brazil? Yes, it is 
mandatory to return to the country of origin no 
later than 30 days after concluding studies in 
Brazil, and reside there for a minimum period 
equal to the duration of the studies in Brazil. 
In the event that the grantee does not fulfill 
this commitment, the OAS, GCUB or the host 
university may request that the total amount 
granted in the scholarship be reimbursed.

Except in cases to continue the academic studies 
in Brazil, that is, if the applicant was already 
benefited with an OEA-GCUB scholarship at 
the master’s level and wishes to do a PhD, or 
if the applicant was already benefited with 
an OEA-GCUB scholarship at the doctorate 
level and wishes to do a post-doctorate, there 
will be no impediment, however, he/she will 
have to make an official request via e-mail or 
through the official platform of the program. 
It is worth mentioning that once they finish 
their studies of the new program (PhD or post-
doctorate level) in Brazil, the student has to 
return to their country.

www.oas.org/scholarships
www.grupocoimbra.org.br
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8. I live in a country that is not my country 
of origin, where do I return to when I finish 
my studies? Students should return to their 
country of origin after finishing their studies, 
with the exception of cases in which students 
have a permanent residence in another 
Member State of the organization.

The scholarship recipients are required to 
return to their country of origin/permanent 
residence6 for a period of at least 24 months. 
However, recipients may comply with this 
requisite working for their country of origin/
residence in foreign countries or working at an 
international organization. Failure to comply 
with this obligation will result in economic 
sanctions or other penalties, which will be 
established and outlined in the contract terms.

 6. Country of residence must be a member state of the OAS.
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https://www.facebook.com/becasoea/?epa=SEARCH_BOX
https://twitter.com/OASscholarships
http://www.oas.org/en/scholarships/brazil.asp
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	II.  REQUISITOS DE IDIOMA
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	2. ¿Hay requisito de nivel mínimo de algún otro idioma para ser admitido al programa  de estudio? Es posible que algunos programas de estudio exijan un requisito de idiomas para admitir al postulante. Para conocer al respecto, por favor visite las páginas
	3. ¿Si mi nivel de portugués no es muy alto, aún puedo postular a esta beca? Sí.  No existe ningún prerrequisito de competencia del idioma portugués en la etapa de postulación. Sin embargo, cada universidad brasileña tiene autonomía para determinar la adm
	4. ¿Debo enviar una certificación de idioma? No es requisito enviar constancia que demuestre el dominio o conocimiento de otro idioma como el portugués o el inglés para solicitar esta beca. Tampoco se descalificará al postulante por no presentar esta docu
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	1. ¿Qué gastos cubre la beca? Los beneficios que otorga la Beca OEA‐GCUB están descritos en la Convocatoria y son: 
	2. Si soy seleccionada/o y viajo con mi familia, ¿Existe algún tipo de apoyo para familiares? No. La beca es individual y no cubre gastos para familiares. Únicamente los beneficios especificados en la Convocatoria que están dirigidos sólo para el becario/
	3. ¿Cómo recibiré los beneficios? El aporte único de $1.200,00 USD a los primeros 150 estudiantes seleccionados/as se entregará directamente al becario una vez se encuentre en Brasil*. Para recibir el aporte único el estudiante deberá presentarse en la un
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	8. Soy profesor universitario y mi universidad me otorga una licencia con goce de sueldo durante mis estudios de posgrado en Brasil. ¿Puedo aceptar estos fondos y aceptar la beca OEA-GCUB? En la mayoría de los casos esto no es posible, sin embargo la deci
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	2. ¿Es necesario un pasaporte al momento de postular? No. Se exige que el postulante envié un documento oficial de identidad donde se compruebe su nacionalidad o país de residente o cualquier documento siempre que esta tenga un carácter oficial. (Ejemplo:
	3. ¿En qué idioma debo enviar mis documentos? Los documentos pueden ser enviados en cualquiera de los cuatro idiomas oficiales de la OEA. Estos son: español, inglés, portugués o francés. Asimismo, el estudiante podrá escribir sus ensayos en cualquiera de 
	4. ¿En qué formato debo enviar mi Curriculum Vitae (CV) (hoja de vida o resume)? No se exige ningún formato en particular. Por favor, envíe su CV de manera concreta y sencilla, sin documentos de soporte anexos de talleres, conferencias, certificados médic
	5. ¿Qué es el documento de “Historial académico”? El “Historial Académico de Graduación” es el documento que contiene todas las notas académicas o calificaciones obtenidas en cada uno de los cursos a lo largo de los estudios universitarios del postulante.
	6. ¿Qué es el diploma de estudio? El diploma  es un documento expedido por una facultad, institución. etc., con firmas, sellos y otras formalidades, que acredita un grado académico. El diploma suele ser concedido por una institución educativa cuando un es
	7. ¿Qué tipo de cartas de recomendación debo enviar? ¿Existe algún formato? No se requiere un formato de carta de recomendación en particular. Se aceptarán cartas de profesores universitarios o de empleadores, las cuales tienen que presentarse con firma y
	8. ¿A quién dirijo mis cartas de recomendación? Puede dirigirlas a la Organización de los Estados Americanos y/o al Grupo Coimbra de Universidades Brasileñas, o “A Quien Corresponda”.
	9. ¿Debo apostillar y/o legalizar los documentos requeridos? Para postular usted puede enviar copias electrónicas de sus documentos, sin legalizar o sin apostillar. Sin embargo, conforme lo indica la Convocatoria, tenga en cuenta que la OEA, el GCUB y/o l
	10. Si he terminado mi curso (grado/licenciatura o maestría), pero no tengo aún mí título/diploma, ¿puedo postular a la beca? Para ser elegible, es necesario haber completado sus estudios de licenciatura al momento de empezar sus estudios en Brasil. Si us
	11. ¿Puede ser digital la firma de los términos de compromiso? Sí. Sin embargo es recomendable que sea firma autógrafa (hecha a mano) y  los términos deben incluir el nombre completo del postulante.
	12. ¿Tengo que demostrar que puedo financiar mis estudios en Brasil? No. El término de compromiso es suficiente para asegurar que el estudiante pueda financiar los costos adicionales de la vida en Brasil y este debe incluir firma autógrafa (hecha a mano) 
	13. ¿Puedo enviar mis documentos nuevamente si ya los envié y olvidé de agregar un documento requerido? Sí. Al analizar las aplicaciones, eliminaremos las aplicaciones repetidas y sólo consideraremos la última postulación enviada; por lo tanto, si un post
	14. ¿Debo enviar una copia impresa/ física de los documentos a la OEA o a las universidades? No. Los documentos deben enviar en un solo formato de PDF a través del formulario de aplicación en la página principal de la convocatoria de Becas Brasil de la OE
	15. Si soy ciudadano o residente permanente de Brasil, ¿puedo postular a esta beca? El PAEC OEA-GCUB no está disponible para ciudadanos brasileños, brasileños con doble ciudadanía, brasileños con residencia permanente en otro país o residentes permanentes
	V.ENSAYOS 
	1. ¿Cuántos ensayos debo enviar y sobre qué tema debo escribir? Para cada uno de los programas de Maestría y/o Doctorado debe escribir 2 ensayos. Por lo tanto, usted enviará 6 ensayos en total.
	2. ¿Debo escribir 2 ensayos diferentes para cada programa de posgrado/universidad escogida, o 1 ensayo para las 3 opciones? Si el programa es el mismo en 3 universidades  diferentes y regiones diferentes, el contenido del ensayo puede ser igual pero el po
	3. ¿De qué deben tratar cada uno de los ensayos? Cada ensayo aborda una temática diferente, como se describen a continuación: 
	4. ¿Es necesario entrar en contacto con algún profesor de la universidad en Brasil? No es necesario que usted contacte a un profesor. El estudiante no debe enviar directamente los ensayos a las universidades ya que estos tienen que ser agregados al docume
	5. ¿Puedo usar el mismo ensayo para un mismo programa en una universidad diferente? Si el programa es el mismo en 3 universidades diferentes y regiones diferentes, el contenido del ensayo puede ser igual pero el postulante lo tendrá que dirigir a cada una
	V. VIAJE
	1. ¿Necesito visa para estudiar en Brasil? ¿Qué tipo de visa y cuáles son los requisitos? Sí, necesita la Visa Temporal IV. Es responsabilidad del becario/a consultar a los Consulados brasileños respectivos en su país para tramitar la visa de estudiante, 
	2. ¿Con cuánto tiempo de anticipación debo viajar a Brasil, si soy seleccionado/a? Esto dependerá de cada programa y la universidad anfitriona, la cual comunicará los términos al momento de la admisión.  En promedio, las universidades solicitan que el est
	3. ¿El becario puede regresar a su país durante el programa para visitar a su familia? Sí. El becario puede salir del país siempre y cuando cumpla con el programa de estudio en tiempo y forma.
	4. ¿Qué tipo de seguro médico tendré que adquirir si soy seleccionado/a? La OEA y el GCUB se abstienen de recomendar alguna compañía de seguros en particular.  Sin embargo, la póliza de seguro médico deberá tener cobertura médica, hospitalaria y de labora
	VI.  PROCESO DE SELECCIÓN
	1. ¿Cuáles son los criterios de selección? Se tendrán en cuenta los siguientes criterios (no necesariamente en este orden): 
	2. ¿Quién puede postular a estas becas? ¿De qué países? Pueden postular aquellos ciudadanos de los 35 estados miembros de la Organización, con excepción de Cuba5.  
	3. ¿Puedo postular si no soy ciudadano o residente de alguno de los estados miembro de la Organización? No, ya que nuestros programas van dirigidos específicamente para los ciudadanos de los países miembros de la organización. Si su país no pertenece a la
	4. Si usted ha postulado en ediciones previos de este programa de becas OEA-GCUB y no fue aceptado, ¿puede postular nuevamente? Sí, no existe ninguna restricción que evite que el postulante postule nuevamente a nuestro programa de becas. 
	5. ¿Puedo postular de nuevo si ya fui beneficiado con una beca de la OEA-GCUB? Los postulantes que ya hayan sido beneficiados bajo el programa de Becas Brasil a nivel maestría pueden postular nuevamente siempre y cuando sea a un nivel superior a la beca o
	6. Si soy o algún miembro de mi familia actualmente trabaja en la OEA ¿puedo postularme? No. Los funcionarios de la Secretaría General, las personas que se encuentren bajo contrato por resultados con la Secretaría General, el personal de las Misiones Perm
	7. Si soy seleccionado/a y no puedo aceptar la beca por alguna eventualidad, ¿puedo postergar la beca para el siguiente año? No. Los beneficios ofertados para la beca no son transferibles para la siguiente edición del programa. Si el candidato/a seleccion
	8. ¿Existe un límite de edad para postular a la beca? No, para efectos de este programa en particular no se existe límite de edad. Sin embargo, para ser elegible el candidato debe cumplir con todos los requisitos para postular.
	9. ¿Cómo se eligen los 150 estudiantes que reciben el apoyo único de 1,200.00 USD? La Comisión Asesora de Evaluación tomará las decisiones finales de asignación de becas de estudio y distribución de los estudiantes, para los programas y universidades a lo
	VII.  OTROS
	1. ¿Cuáles son las responsabilidades y los compromisos del becario/a? Las responsabilidades más importantes son: 
	2. ¿Cómo sabré si he sido seleccionado/a? Los seleccionados/as serán anunciados a través de los sitios web www.oea.org/becas y www.grupocoimbra.org.br/coimbra. Así mismo, los candidatos/as seleccionados/as serán contactados directamente por la OEA por cor
	3. ¿Puedo cambiar mi proyecto de investigación después de comenzar mis estudios en Brasil? Dependerá de cada caso. No existe una restricción específica si el estudiante puede o no puede cambiar su proyecto de investigación después de comenzar sus estudios
	4. Si estoy actualmente estudiando un programa de maestría/doctorado en otra universidad, ¿Puedo transferir o revalidar los créditos de las asignaturas cursadas para este programa de becas? No. Es obligatorio que los estudiantes comiencen sus estudios baj
	5. Una vez me gradúe del programa de estudios y me otorguen el título, ¿Este título será válido en mi país de origen? Los becarios son responsables de investigar previamente en su país de origen, ante las instituciones responsables, sobre la validación de
	6. ¿Podré trabajar en Brasil? No. Los estudiantes deberán dedicarse de forma exclusiva al programa de estudios.
	7. ¿Tengo que regresar a mi país de origen cuando finalice mis estudios en Brasil? Sí, es obligatorio para los becarios regresar al país de origen dentro de los 30 días siguientes a la finalización de los estudios en Brasil y residir allí de forma permane
	8. Vivo en un país que no es mi país de origen, ¿a dónde debo volver cuando termine mis estudios? Los estudiantes deben regresar a su país de origen dentro de un periodo de tres meses a partir de la fecha de terminación de la beca, con la excepción de los

