PAGE  
- 3 -

[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]










INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION OF WOMEN
MECHANISM OF THE FOLLOW UP
OAS/Ser.L/II.7.10

CONVENTION BELEM DO PARÁ (MESECVI)
MESECVI-II/doc.14/07

SECOND CONFERENCE OF THE STATES PARTIES
30 April 2007

PREPARATORY MEETING
Original: Spanish

April 16, 2007

Washington D.C.

FINAL MINUTES OF THE PREPARATORY MEETING

FOR THE CONFERENCE OF STATES PARTIES
Washington, D.C., April 16, 2007

In view of the work that the Permanent Secretariat of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) has been carrying out as Technical Secretariat of the Follow-up Mechanism to the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women (MESECVI) to ensure its proper implementation, and given that Article 5.2 of the Statute of the MESECVI states that the Second Conference of States Parties will be held this year, the Secretary General of the OAS deemed it necessary to begin conference preparations.


To this end, by a note dated March 29, he invited the states parties to the Convention to the Preparatory Meeting for the Conference, which was held on Monday, April 16, 2007, at OAS headquarters.  The CIM Principal Specialist, as representative of the MESECVI Technical Secretariat, welcomed the delegations, thanked them for their participation, and gave a brief summary of the work carried out by the Secretariat.


There were 23 government delegations present at the meeting: Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Bahamas, Barbados, Brazil, Costa Rica, Chile, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Paraguay, Peru, Dominican Republic, Saint Lucia, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, Uruguay and Venezuela.

The first order of business on the draft agenda was the election of officers.  On a motion made by Brazil and seconded by Chile, Mexico was elected Chair of the meeting.  Chile nominated Venezuela as Vice Chair.  Both delegations were approved by acclamation, on the understanding that they would also serve as officers of the Conference of States Parties until the conclusion of the next meeting of said Conference.


With The Alternate Representative of Mexico to the OAS, Luis Javier Campuzano in the Chair, the draft agenda was submitted to the meeting for consideration.  It was approved without modifications.  The first subject addressed was the offer of a place and date for the Conference of States Parties.


Venezuela reiterated its offer to host the Conference, which its permanent representative had announced previously during a meeting of the Permanent Council in February. After receiving comments from the participants, it was agreed that the delegations would inform their governments of the offer, pointing out that it had been the only one to date and that several countries already supported it.  May 15 was set as the deadline for governments to confirm their acceptance.


With regard to the date and bearing in mind that the Third Meeting of Experts of the Committee of Experts on Violence (CEVI) was pending, it was tentatively decided to schedule the Conference for the last trimester of 2007.  The final date would be set, in coordination with the host country, after the CEVI meeting, which would take place at the end of this June in Argentina.


It was agreed that the following topics would be included on the Conference agenda:

1. Election of Authorities of the Conference: President, Vicepresident, Rapporteur; 

2. Report of the Technical Secretariat. Status of the Implementation of the Mechanism;

3. Consideration of the reports presented by the Committee of Experts;

4. Review of the MESECVI’s operation: Lessons learned and challenges; 

5. Adoption of the Regulations of the Conference;

6. Report of the Rapporteur of the Conference;

7. Other topics. 


It was decided that the Secretariat would distribute the preliminary draft Rules of Procedure of the Conference to all permanent missions as soon as possible so that consultations might begin with the respective governments, with a deadline of June 1 for receiving their comments and observations.


It was agreed that once said comments were received, the Chair, Vice Chair, and Secretariat would prepare a new consolidated draft, to be submitted for consideration to the governments no later than August 1.  Subsequently, if resources allowed, a meeting would be held at OAS headquarters to reach a consensus on the text before the Conference of States Parties.


The Chair urged participants to contribute human and/or financial resources for maintenance of the MESECVI.  Chile asked the Secretariat to prepare an estimate of MESECVI expenses so that the governments could see it and use it as a basis for determining their contributions.


It was also agreed that the Chair and Vice Chair must remain in contact with members of the Conference and the CEVI.


In summary and in accordance with the meeting agenda, the following decisions were made by consensus:

Agreed 1:
Appoint Mexico and Venezuela as Chair and Vice Chair of the Conference of States Parties, with them acting as liaisons with the Committee of Experts and the Technical Secretariat, until the conclusion of the next meeting.
Agreed 2:
Notify the governments, through the OAS permanent missions, of Venezuela’s offer to host the next meeting of the Conference of States Parties, with May 15 as the deadline for accepting this offer.
Agreed 3:
Establish that the next Conference of States Parties will be held in the last trimester of 2007 and that the final date will be determined in agreement with the host country once the meeting of the CEVI has been held and based on the outcome of that meeting.
Agreed 4:
Adopt the preliminary draft agenda, incorporating the delegations’ comments and bearing in mind that they may submit additional proposals before the Conference of States Parties.
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Agreed 5:
Distribute the draft Rules of Procedure of the Conference of States Parties to the permanent missions for their review, with June 1 as the deadline for sending comments and observations thereon to the Secretariat;

Agreed 6:
Circulate no later than August 1 the new consolidated draft Rules of Procedure of the Conference, which the Technical Secretariat will prepare, in coordination with the Chair and Vice Chair of the Conference, incorporating the comments received from delegations; 

Agreed 7:
Analyze the possibility, if deemed necessary and in accordance with available resources, of having the delegations hold another Preparatory Meeting for the Conference of States Parties at a date closer to that of the Conference, in order to negotiate the proposed Rules of Procedure with a view to their adoption at the Conference;

Agreed 8:
Request that the Technical Secretariat prepare an estimate of the necessary costs of implementing the MESECVI and send it to the permanent missions, so that they may urge their governments to contribute human and/or financial resources to the Mechanism.


Having concluded consideration of the items submitted to it, the meeting was adjourned at 1:00 p.m.
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