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RAPPORTEUR’S REPORT ON THE FIRST SPECIAL CONFERENCE
First Plenary Session:
The first plenary session of the First Special Conference of States Parties to the Convention of Belem do Para came to order at 3:20 p.m. on October 23, 2014. 
In accordance with article 5 of the Rules on Chair and Vice Chair of the Conference of States Parties, the officers were the same as those elected at the Fifth Conference of States Parties held in November 2013, with Costa Rica as Chair, Guatemala as First Vice Chair, and Colombia as Second Vice Chair. Owing to the absence of the Bahamas, it was decided that Grenada would act as Rapporteur for the Conference.
The first item on the order of business was to adopt the agenda and schedule of activities contained, respectively, in documents MESECVI/I-CE/doc.2/14 and MESECVI/I-CE/doc.3/14 rev. 1.
The Chair then offered the floor to Luz Patricia Mejía Guerrero, Technical Secretary of the Mechanism to Follow Up on the Implementation of the Convention of Belém do Pará (MESECVI), who presented the report on the activities of the Technical Secretariat, document MESECVI/I-CE/doc.9/14.
Following the presentation, the Chair recalled the decisions of the Fifth Conference of States Parties, which included the creation of an open-ended working group chaired by Counselor Ana Lucía Nieto Frías, Alternate Representative of Peru to the Organization of American States (OAS). For this conference, the Chair of the working group delegated her position to Marisol Nieto, Alternate Representative of the Permanent Mission of Ecuador to the OAS. The Chair offered the floor to Ms. Nieto to present the report of the Working Group on Strengthening the MESECVI, document MESECVI/I-CE/doc.12/14.

The Chair announced that, further to the remarks of the Alternate Representative of Ecuador, all the delegations had in their possession the latest versions of the documents produced by the working group in the process of strengthening the Mechanism to Follow up on Implementation of the Convention of Belém do Pará (MESECVI). The Chair then initiated consideration of the first document, “Guidelines for Dialogue Sessions between the Competent National Authorities (CNA) and CEVI” (MESECVI/I-CE/doc.6/14), with a view to its adoption. The Technical Secretary of the MESECVI explained the details and objectives contained in the document. The Chair then opened the floor to the States Parties. As no comments were offered, the document was adopted as submitted. 
The Chair then initiated consideration of the second document, “Strategic Plan of the MESECVI 2014-2017” (MESECVI/I-CE/doc.4/14), with a view to its adoption. The Technical Secretary of the MESECVI explained the details and objectives contained in the document. The Chair then opened the floor to the states parties and moderated the discussions. The document was submitted to this Conference during the First Preparatory Meeting, being open for comments by the Delegation of Nicaragua in the Working Group for the strengthening of the MESECVI. The States Parties decided to incorporate those comments to the document.  The Secretariat took note of the comments of the States and included them in a revised version of the document.  
Next, the Chair initiated consideration of the third document, “Procedure and Criteria for the Use of Funds for Special Financing of the Participation of Experts in the Meetings of the Committee of Experts of the MESECVI (CEVI)” (MESECVI/I-CE/doc.5/14), with a view to its adoption. The Technical Secretary of the MESECVI explained the details and objectives contained in the document. The Chair then opened the floor to the States Parties and moderated the discussions. 
There was much discussion on the Proceedures and Criteria.  It was decided to amend the document by including the remarks made in the plenary. The Secretariat took note of the comments of the states and included them in a revised version the document.
The Chair initiated consideration of the fourth document, “Recommendations on Tools for Promoting Broad Expert Participation in CEVI Meetings” (MESECVI/I-CE/doc.5/14), with a view to its adoption. The Technical Secretary of the MESECVI explained the details and objectives contained in the document. The Chair then opened the floor to the States Parties and moderated the discussions. 
There was also much discussion, followed by the adoption of the recommendations put forward. The delegate of Colombia announced that the decision would be submitted to her government for consultation, leaving the matter ad referendum.  The Secretariat took note of the comments of the states and included them in a revised version of the document. 
The Chair closed the discussions and adjourned the first plenary session of the First Special Conference of States Parties.
Second Plenary Session 
The second plenary session of the First Special Conference of States Parties to the Convention of Belem do Para came to order at 11:51 a.m. on October 24, 2014. 
The Chair offered the floor to Flor María Díaz Chalarca, Chair of the Committee of Experts of the MESECVI, who presented the Second Follow-up Report on the Recommendations of the Committee of Experts of the MESECVI (MESECVI/I-CE/doc.10/14). The Chair then commended the Committee of Experts of the Mechanism on the presentation and underscored the efforts of the Committee to follow-up on the recommendations of the Second Hemispheric Report of the Mechanism to Follow Up on Implementation of the Convention of Belém do Pará. 
Next, the Chair yielded the floor to two representatives of civil society organizations, Juliana Bravo Valencia of the Center for Justice and International Law (CEJIL), and Virginia Meneces Mendoza, national coordinator for Nicaragua of the Latin American and Caribbean Committee for the Defence of Women’s Rights (CLADEM), who presented shadow reports on the two MESECVI evaluation rounds and, in particular, reported on their input in the preparation of the Second Follow-Up Report on the Recommendations of the Committee of Experts of the MESECVI. 

The Chair opened and directed the plenary discussions. The delegations of Brazil, Haiti, Peru, Paraguay, Trinidad and Tobago, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Ecuador, and Mexico took the floor to supply relevant information and data on the situation of women’s rights in their respective countries, particularly with regard to violence against women. The Chair then announced that the Secretariat would take note of and reflect the comments and observations in the Second Follow-up Report on the Recommendations of the Committee of Experts of the MESECVI. 

The Chair read the list of countries awaiting the floor, thanked everyone present, and explained that she would have to absent herself from the next session but that the Vice Chair of the Conference of States Parties, Elizabeth Quiroa, Representative of Guatemala, would take over as chair.She then announced that the session would reconvene at 3:00 p.m. 
Third Plenary Session
The third plenary session of the First Special Conference of States Parties to the Convention of Belém do Pará came to order at 3:28 p.m. The Vice Chair, the Representative of Guatemala, Elizabeth Quiroa, Competent National Authority of Guatemala, acted as Chair. 
The Chair opened and directed the plenary discussions. The representatives of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Venezuela, Panama, Uruguay, Colombia, Chile, Guatemala, Dominican Republic, Barbados, Argentina, and Grenada took the floor to supply relevant information and data on the situation of women’s rights in their respective countries, particularly on the subject of violence against women. The Chair then announced that the Secretariat would take note of and incorporate the comments and observations received in the Second Follow-up Report on the Recommendations of the Committee of Experts of the MESECVI. 

As proposed by the Chair, Member States will have two weeks from the date to submit their comments to the Second Follow-up Report on the Recommendations of the Committee of Experts, which will subsequently be included in the final publication of the report.
The Chair led to the definition of the date for the Sixth Conference of the States Parties. During the V Conference of States Parties, the Government of Peru, under Article 8 of the Rules of the Conference, had expressed its willingness to host the Sixth Conference.  It was also reported that the Assembly of Delegates of the CIM would be held in the last quarter of 2015. The floor was open to the Delegation of Peru who expressed that the Government was honored to host the Sixth Conference of States Parties in its country and the date would be during the first two weeks of October, 2015, in Lima, Peru.
The meeting then considered the document “Agreements of the First Special Conference of States Parties to the Convention of Belém do Pará” (MESECVI/I-CE/doc.11/14). Proposals were received for amending the preamble and decisions 4 and 5. 
With regard to decision 5, concerning adoption of the documents considered at the First Special Conference, discussions were reopened on the document “Recommendations on Tools for Promoting Broad Expert Participation in CEVI Meetings” (MESECVI/I-CE/doc.8/14 rev. 1). The document was considered paragraph by paragraph and adopted with observations on the issues of quorum and virtual participation. Concretely, Recommendation 1 was deleted and Recommendation 4 was amended with the introduction of a footnote by the delegation of Colombia.  
The agreements were reviewed paragraph by paragraph and approved with new amendments.
In the final considerations, the Delegate of Venezuela urged MESECVI to distribute all the documents to the Permanent Representatives to the OAS, Ministries, and Competent National Authorities to facilitate collaboration among them. The representative of Colombia requested the Secretariat as soon as possible to provide the delegation of Colombia and those States with an interest therein with a legal opinion from the OAS Department of Legal Services regarding the general rules governing a decision-making quorum in the bodies of the Organization and an analysis of the feasibility and/or implications of changing those rules in a given body. She also requested the Secretariat to draw up the minutes of the plenary and working sessions of the First Special Conference of States Parties to the Convention of Belém do Pará in keeping with Article 23 of the Rules of Procedure of the Conference of States Parties, and to prepare the final report on the First Special Conference pursuant to Article 24 of said Rules of Procedure. The Chair gave commitment. 
The First Special Conference of States Parties to the Convention of Belém do Pará was adjourned.
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