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l. INTRODUCTION
1. The Inter-American Commission on Human Rightghereinafter (Ghe Commissiond théinter-
T AOEAAT #1171 EOCOEIThd 1O OOEA )1 #(26Qq EAO A 111 xAA xEO

the human rights situation inNicaragua,in particular since the start of acts 6 violenceas ofApril 18, 2018.

2. On May3, 2018, the IACHR announced it had established a Rapid and Integrated Response

Coordination Unit (hereinafter referred to by its acronym in Spanish, SACR®to focus special attention on

the human rights situation in Nicaraguathrough its various mechanismst Giventhe protests that did not

cease against state repression, the President of Nicaragua indicated he was opertdavening a National

Dialogue, in which the Catholic Church would be participating as a mediatoThe Church requested the

Commission to visit the country as one of the main conditions for establlshlng the dialogue forthOn May

poh ¢mpyh OEA OOAOA T £ . EAAOACOA ET AEAAOCAA mE@@AerAl 1 OAT O
to observein loco the human rights situation in Nicaraguain the context of the events of April 18 tothe

presentA A GA 8 6

3. OnMay 17-21, 2018, the Commission conducted a working visit to the country and issued its
preliminary observations with 15 initial recommendations to the Sate.# On June 20, 2018, thlate of
Nicaragua transmitted to the IACHR the agreements reached at the National Dialogue sessions of June 15 and
16, among which the following was indicated, Enposiragethe IACHR to be preent and urge it to announce
the members of theGIEland to install its functioning, as well as the monitoring mechanistMESENI)&

4, On June22, 2018, the IACHRsubmitted to the Permanent Council of the Organizain of
American States its Final Repod, Gr@ss Human Rights Violations in the Context of Social Protests in
Nicaraguad The Commission reiterated the 15 recommendations that were initially made and issde
additional recommendations, among which it requestd the Sate to pledge to instal a monitoring mechanism
along with the IACHR to oversee implementation of the recommendations that were made in the framework
of the visit and in the report itself®

5. In compliance with the recommendations that were made and at the invitation of th&ate,
on June24, 2018, the Commission installed the Special Monitoring Mechanism for Nicarag(laereinafter
referred to by its acronym in Spanish MESEN). Since that date, the Special Mechanism has beestructed to
fulfill the following mandate a) to support and asist the Verification and Security Commission(CVS)
established in the franework of the National Dialogue b) to monitor the human rights situation in Nicaragua,
in conformity with the scope and mandate of the IACHR itsel€) to provide technical assistance ad capacity
building for civil society; d) to monitor the precautionary measures granted in this context e) to monitor the
recommendations made by the IACHR as a result of its visit to the country, such as the Preliminary
Observations and the2 ADT OO0 O' 01 60 (Oi A1 2ECEOO 6EI 1 AOGEI T O ET OEA
, EEAxEOAh OEA 3PAAEAI -AAEATEOI AAOGO AO PAOO 1T &£ OEA )
Convention on HumarRights and other applicablehuman rightsinstrum ents that are binding for Nicaragua.

LIACHR, Press Release 094/201-8ACHR to Set Up a Coordination Unit to Monitor Events in Nicaragu&/ashington, D.C., May
3, 2018.

2 The first session of the National Dialogel was held on May 16, 2018, and was attended by representatives of the government,
the private business sector, universities, students, social organizations, and communities of indigenous peoples and persdnfrican
descent. Between May 23 and June 18018, the National Dialogue suspended its plenary sessions because of the lack of consensus
between the government and civil societylACHR,Gross Human Rights Violations in th€ontext of Social Protests in Nicaragy&018,
para.68 and following.

3 According to Article 18.C of the Statute. Communication from the state of Nicaragua, Note MRE
DMDMC/DGAJST/00202/05/18, May 13, 2018.

41ACHR, Press Release 113/18Preliminary observations on the IACHR working visit to NicaraguaWashington, D.C., May 2,

2018.
5 Note from the Permanent Mission of Nicaragua to the OAS, MRE/EDMC/00268/06/18, June 19, 2018.

6IACHR, Press Release 134/2018 ! # (2 ) OOOAO 2ADPI 006 11 . EAAOQOA QMaghinglon DALORAYy OO ( O Al
3, 2018.



https://www.oas.org/en/iachr/media_center/PReleases/2018/094.asp
https://www.oas.org/en/iachr/reports/pdfs/Nicaragua2018-en.pdf
https://www.oas.org/en/iachr/media_center/PReleases/2018/113.asp
https://www.oas.org/en/iachr/media_center/PReleases/2018/134.asp
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6. On July2, 2018, in conformity with the recommendation No. 3 of the) | # ( Rréiinary
Observationsissuedat the end of its working visit to Nicaragua, the IACHR announced the installation of the
Interdisciplinary Group of Independent ExpertsGIEI), which is responsible forhelping and supporting the
investigations of the deaths occured between April 18 and May 30, 2018in the context of the violent
incidents in the country?

7. The experience of the MESENI in Nicagua is one othe longest field missions deployed in
Y!'#(280 EEOOI OU ET A Al 1 OA@® fuict@ning OfEhe MESENI énad®it podsidle | 1T 1 OE C
to keep the international community informed in reaktime about the evolution of the humarrights crisis and,
above all, to supportNicaraguans in the context of the progressive deterioration of the rule of law in the

country.

8. On Decemberl9, 2018, theSate of Nicaragua reported the decision to temporarily suspend
- %3%. )80 DOAOAT AAthedT! #G RS OATOEICEDMO AiIA . EAAOACOA8 3ET AA
iTTEOTI O OEA EOI AT OEGCEOO OEOOAOGET 1 washingtorEDAGNGOsafeghakd A£O0T 1 ) |
the life and physical integrity of persons andhe liberties of the Nicaraguan people. The above is in line with
its new Plan of Action approved by the IACHR for 2019

9. One year after the MESENVas installed, the IACHR is submitting & preliminary overview
of the actions that were carried out and the impact of the results achieved lblye MESENI when it was in the
field, at headquarters, andas part ofworking visits. Furthermore, the IACHR announces that ivill continue
to provide special monitoring for the grave situation in Nicaragua through all of its mechanismsuch as
MESENIitself; convening public hearings, press releasesrequests for information addressedto the Sate on
the basis of Article 41l of the American Convention working visits; ongoing meetings with civil society
organizations; information forwarded by the Sate and civil society organizations reviewing requests for
petitions, cases, and precautionary measureaswell as international organizations.

10. The IACHR thanks all donors and supporters for their financial support, especially Swiss
Cooperation, Spain, the European Commission, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Argentina, Chile, the United
30A0A0Oh 0AOOh AT A 3/ 3 #ahdsuppohiAgithe @orkécentuctddAMESERII O AOAAOQET ¢

11. The IACHR reiterates its recognition of the steadfast work conducted every day by human
OECEOO AAZEAT AAOO AT A OEAQEI 08 1 OCAT EUAOQEIT Oh A0 xAlIl
journalists. Furthermore, the Commission expresses its solidarity with the victims of violations of the rights
to life and personal integrity; with persons who continue to be deprived of their liberty and theimext of kin;
as well as students; physicians and health pfessionals;clergypersons peasants; children and adolescents;
women; displaced persons; exiles; and in general the entire Nicaraguan population whose lives are seriously
impacted by the grave crisis that started on April 18, 2018

71ACHR, Press Release 121/2018ACHR to Create Interdisciplinary Group of Independent Experts to Help Investigate Recent
Violence in NicaraguaWashington, D.C., May 30, 2018.



https://www.oas.org/en/iachr/media_center/PReleases/2018/121.asp
https://www.oas.org/en/iachr/media_center/PReleases/2018/121.asp
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Il OVERVIEW OF THE IMRCT OFTHE- %3 %. ) 63 ! #4) / . 3

12. For 60 years, the InterAmerican Commission has been working throughout the Hemisphere
to tackle various contexts of gross human rights violations that threaten to go unpunished ama neglectthe
victims and their next of kin.) ! #( 260 AT 1T OET O OO0 OAOPI T OA EAO Al xAUO A
fulfilling its mandate as the autonomous body for the promotion and protection of human rights in the entire
region.

13. On April 18, 2018, given the start of the crisis in Nicaragua, the IACHR had the duty of
shouldering this historical responsibility based on experience accumulaing for over six decades of
institutional existence and evolution As a result, the IACHR deployed the entirety of its treatiyased tools and
resorted to innovative mechanisms to develop its mandate in all of its breadth~or instance, it had been
installed MESEN] responsible fori T T EOT OET ¢ . EAAOACOAEO AOEOEOh AT T OAET A
rights of persons at risk and keepingO E A O E A O Eiut) §ustide Aand repdEatiéns on the international
agenda Below, the IACHR provides an overview of the initial results achieved by MESENI after functioning for
ayear

Technical assistance and cooperation in the context of the National Dialogue and the Negotiating Table

14. As soon as it arrived onsite, the MESENI took up the mandate of providing technical
assistance in human rights to the Verification and Security CommissiofCVS) established as part of the
National Dialogue. In fuliliment of this duty, the MESENI was at th@ermanent disposal of the members of
the CVS and other stakeholders participating in the National Dialogu€he IACHR takes a positive view of the
fact that, becauseof the technical assistance, the actors involved in the National Dialogue called upon the
Sate to fulfill its international human rights obligations as a condition to move forward toward a settlement
of the crisis.

15. The IACHR observes thathe - %3 %.ajtibn® exerted a positive impact on the Negotiating
Table that started on February 27, 2019The CivicAlliance for Justice and Democracy, comprised of various
actors with which the MESENI had previously workeavith by providing technical assistance and @operation
in the field, was called to participate in the Negotiating Tablén March19, 2019, the Civic Alliance presented
its negotiation agenda, which included, under item V, compliance with the recommendations made by the
IACHR

16. Likewise, the role payed by the IACHR in the fieldas a witness and supporter of the
National Dialogue, consolidated among the population sense of trustthat has continued even today. As a
result of this trust, civil society continues tocall for the MESENIto return to Nicaragua to support the
effective redoration of human rights in the country.

17. The IACHR stresses that the initial stance of openness taken by the state of Nicaragua was
essential for installing the MESENI itselfand for the implementation of preliminary actions, among which:
releasing persons arbitrarily detained; holding missions to observe the human rights situation at the
roadblocks in Jinotepeand Juigalpa; gaining access toth®, A - Tpénidntlay to interview persons who
have beencriminalized; gathering official information on persons who were injured or deceasedt the
protests; support for installing the GIEFNi; and holding technical meetings withhigh-level authorities in
order to support compliance with the recommendations made by the IACHR

Countering the official narrative and keeping the international community informed

18. In July 2018, the implementation of the cleaning operation to dismantle the roadblocks
OEOI OCET OO OEA Al 01 60U xAO A 0OO0O0T1 ET ¢ th®NatohaDDidfogues OE AA OA C
suspension Likewise, the state of Nicaraguavas implementing a strategy to promote, at both the domestic
and international levels, a climate of apparent normality although human rights violations continued to take
place throughoutthe country.
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19. Under this scenario, the IACHR considers that the work carried out kthe MESENI was
essential for countering the official narrative, which denied that human rights violations were occurring.
Between June 24 and December 19, 2018 MESENIreported, from the field, the almost daily occurrence of
human rights violations, as well as events that were emblematic &ate repression, such as the development
of the cleaning operation, the attack on the Church of Divine Mercy, repression of tharch of Flowers the
flags, the shutdown of democratic forums, among othergé\fter December19, the continuity of the - %3 %. ) 8 O
work was essential tothe international community, once ithighlighted the installation of a state of exception
in Nicaragua after the forced dissolution of civil society organizations, the closing of iagendent media, the
prohibition of holding social protests, the blockage of international scrutiny, and ultimately the aduion of an
amnesty law that could make it possible for violations to go unpunished

20. The IACHR deems that technical coherencythe- %3 %. ) 6 0 x1 OE EAO AAAT AOC
a major impact on the international community The information produced through the Special Mechanism
has been welcomed by regional and international political organizations in various discussion forums and the
adoption of various resolutions, among which: the General Assembly of the QA& United Nations Human
Rights Council, andiie European ParliamentOn six occasions, the Americaf&ates requested the IACHR to
present information to the Permanent Council of the OAS on the evolution of the crisisNicaragua.To date,
the General Assembly of the OAS has adopted one resolution and the Permanent Council of the OAS has
adopted four resolutions on the situation inNicaragua, whichmake use of information transmitted by the
IACHR.

Actions for coordinating and empowe ring civil society

21. The IACHR appreciates thathe - %3 %.ohg0iid presence andreadinessin Nicaraguahas
had a positive impact on empoweringNicaraguan civil society in particular for the development of new
collectives and organizations for the next okin of victims, which took an important role in the course of the
crisis to reestablish human rights in the country

22.  From the start of the third phaseof the repression, characterized by the criminalization of all
persons identified as opponents of the geernment, the IAHCR undertook human rights training actions
aimed at the next of kin of detainees and their legal representatives. Neverthelegs addition to the concrete
training forums, the - %3 %. ohgdidy andon-site support contributed to empowering this collective for its
establishment and consolidation as a Committee for Political Prisonerét present, through the MESENI, the
IACHR continues to collaborate continuously with the Committe¢o draw up and crosscheckthe lists of
persons who have been detained and charged in the context of the crisis.

23.  Furthermore, the IACHR is developing an oemite and online training program on the
mechanisms and standards of the inteAmerican human rights system. It is also deveping training on
truth, justice, and reparations with organizations such as the National Blue and White Upiand the Mothers
of April Association.Regardingthe enactment of theamnesty law in Nicaragua ancdh reparations program,
that does not meet intenational standards, the IACHR notes that training forums have contributed to the
work of these organizations from the appropriation of international standards in the matter and the
recommendations made by the Commissian

24, & OOOEAOQI T OAh Al OET OCE OEA )Y!#(2860 1EIEACA AT A A
is not a new activity, in the context of the Nicaraguan crisis, technical coherency and historical trust in the
Y #(280 EI PAOOEAIT  x Itahé on & dnique Aole ad dkeater Uf3syheryies, coordinating
advocacy actions andexchandng information with Nicaraguan civil society organizations and other
international actors who visited or worked in Nicaragua, such as the United Nations Office of the High
Conmmissioner for Human Rights, Amnesty International, the Center for Justice and International Law, among
others. Today, the IACHR continue® work in a coordinated fashion with these actorshy participating in
parallel events at the international level, asvell as by organizing Situation Panels that have made it possible
to bring together collectives of victims, exiled persons, representatives of OAS memi&ates, among others,
in order to discuss the currentoutlook in the country and otheradvocacyactions for human rights.
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Monitor ing the situation and following up on the recommendations made by the IACHR

25. 3ETAA OEA )Y!'#(280 x1 OEET ¢ OEOEO O . EAAOACOA EI
ignored the findings and recommendations made by the IACHR its iPreliminary Observations and afterward
in its Country Report. Although theSate initially made progressby complying with the recommendations on
the Monitoring Mechanism, the GIEI, and international scrutiny, the Commission has repeatedly denounced
actions taken AU . EAAOACOAT AOOEI OEOGEAO OiF AEOAOAAEO OEA ) ! #(
organizations by issuing pess releases and public statements in order to justify their failure to fulfill
international human rights obligations voluntarily undertaken by their government.

26. Despite the above, through the MESENI, the Int&merican Commission has continued to
permanently monitor, promote, and protect human rights in NicaraguaAs a result ofthis function, the IACHR
has published more than 54 press releases thatnveil the progressive andconstant deterioration of the
human rights situation in Nicaragua andof the rule of law itself. Furthermore, on March 17, 2019, the
Commissiondecided to include Nicaragua undeSection B of Chapter IV of its Annual Reporin this report,
the IACHR deemed that the gravity of the crisis in the various stages of state repressinatched the causes
set forth in Article 59 of its Rules of Procedureamong which the illegitimate suspension of human rights and
the intrusion of the executive branch in the other branches of government

27. The IACHR appreciates that the work done by the MESENI to follow up on the
recommendations made by the IACHR constitutes a key contribution &afeguardinghistorical memory, as
well as to secure truth and justice regarding the gross human rights violati@ntaking place in Nicaragua since
April 18, 2018.

IACHR database of the victims of state repression

28. The databases established by the IACHR have been used by civil society and the
representative of the General Secretariat of the OAS in the framework of thelks held at the Negotiating
Table. On March 18, 2019, the IACHR presented to the General Secretariat of the OAS a list of persons who
continued to be deprived of liberty for incidents associated with the protests. Afterward, this registry was
crosscheckel with information from the Sate and the Civic Alliance to reach a preliminary agreemerthat
has facilitated the release ofi93 persons.

29. 4EA #7111 EOCOET T80 AAOAAAOAO bekadde ofd dbliabotivEvimk A OAA DA
plan with human rights organizations human rights defenders, and legal representatives of detainees and
persons indicted in Nicaragua The IACHRreminds that the Sate of Nicaragua has the nomlelegable
obligation to guarantee accesso complete, truthful, and objective information on the victims of gross human
rights violations occurring in the country. Likewise, the IACHR reiterates its entire and immediate readiness
to crosscheck official information with that obtained directly bythe MESENI

The Stuation of Nicaraguan migrants in the region

30. Inthe framework of the MESENIthe IACHR is making working visits to countries with a high
number of displaced Nicaraguans, such as Costa Rica, Honduras, and the United Stabés work has been
essentialto highlight the grave and massive migration of Nicaraguans who are fleeing their country to other
countries. On various occasions, the IACHR has called upon tBeates of the region and the international
community to implement a regional and international responsebased on shared responsibility and respect
and guarantee forthe human rights of these personsin order to respond adequately and effectively to this
situation. Likewise, as part of the visits madethe IACHR has received information on the positive impact that
the use of its published reports and press releases would have for assessing requests made by Nicaraguans
who need international protection in various states of the region
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M. ACTIONSUNDERTAKENASPART & 4( % - %# (! .)3-063 -!.$! 4%
A. PRECAUTIONARY AND PROVISIONAL MEASURES

31. Article 25 of the Rules of Procedure of the IACHIRresees he mechanism of precautionary
measures. According to the Rules, in situations of gravity and urgency, the Commissioay, on its own
ET EOEAOEOA 1O AO OEA OANOAOGO T £ A PAOOUHRh OOANOAOO OEA
whether related to a petition or not, shall concern serious and urgent situations presenting a risk of
irreparable harm to personsor to the subject matter of a pending petition or case before the organs of the
ET OAOZ! i AOBFdskmessrésdybescollective in order to prevent irreparable harm to persons

because of their association with a given or determinabl®rganization, group, or community of persons.

32. With the 2013 amendment the IACHR established in itsules a procedure for processing a
request for precautionary measures, which, among other aspects, envisages, as a rule under the terms of
Article 25.5 of the Rulesof Procedure, requesting information from theSate, before adopting a measure,
unless the case admits of no delay.

Number of requests for precautionary measures received in 2018 and 2019

33. In the context of the human rights crisis in Nicaragua, th€ommission has received, to date,
407 new requests for precautionary measures. These geests have been receivediuring both the in loco
visit and the - %3 %. ) 6 0 Z£EAT A DPOAOGAT AAnh AO xAl1 AO OOAT Oi EOOAA

situation presented highlights a serious situation ofvulnerability, which, at the same time, has led to
increasingly wider use of technology to facilitate moreléxible access to petitioners tanarrate events of risk,
presenting their stories by audio or video recordings.

34. 100% of the requests for precautionary measures received regarding Nicaragua benefit from
an initial assessment and also a follovap evaluation in those cases where additional information is required
from the State or the petitioners. The above hakd to transferring the information into the registry, its
systematization, drawing up draft resolutions and memorandums, as well as translations, Commission
deliberations, and notification of communications.

35. The number of requests for precautionarymeasures received in 2018 regarding Nicaragua
amounts to a 5471% rise compared to the requests received in 2017, with 7 requests received in 2017 and
383in 2018.

Number of requests
m Numero de
solicitudes
383
7
2017 2018
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Precautionary measures granted by the IACHR in
the region- 2018 and 2019

m Otorgadas (100%) m Otorgadas respecto de Nicaragua (45%)

156

Otorgadas (100%) Otorgadas respecto de Nicaragua (45%)

*Data from January 1, 2018 to June 14, 2019
Precautionary measures granted

36. Between 2018 and 2019, the Commission granted or extended 72 precautionary measures
on Nicaragua in 39 resolutions, equivalent to about more than 180 beneficias, in addition to next of kin, as
necessary. The resolutions were adopted as established in Article 26 the Rules of Procedure, considering
that said persons are in a situation of gravity, urgency, and at risk of irreparable damage. The profile of
beneficiaries encompasses mainly students, social leaders, human rights defenders, journalists, members of
the Nicaragua Peasant Movement, members of the @iAlliance for Justice and Democracy of Nicaragua
which participates in the Dialogue Forum, persons deprived of their liberty in the context of the protests, and
the next of kin ofdeceased or injured persns.

37. In order to ensure expeditious proceedingscertain resolutions for granting measures assess
compliance with regulatory requirements in two or more requests for precautionary measures, which made
it possible to provide a timely response to mattes that shared commorsources of risk

38. In 2018, the Commission granted or extended a total of 121 precautionary measures in 87
resolutions regarding variousSates parties to the OAS. Thufar, this year (2019) the Commission granted or
extended 35 precautionary measureshased on?29 resolutions granting or extending measures. To date,
between 2018 and 2019, the Commission has granted or extended a total of 156 precautionary measures. Out
of all the precautionary measures granted over thiperiod, Nicaragua alone accounted for 45%f them.

39. It should be pointed out that, in view of the context of the human rights crisis directly
observed by the MESENI and allegations that the main souscef risk are Sate actors or third parties acting
with their acquiescence, in most of the resolutions for precautionary measures, the Commission proceeded to
grant them without requesting information from the Sate, pursuant tothe exceptionset forth under Article
25 of the Rules of Procedure

40. In several matters pertaining to Nicaragua, the information provided bythe MESENI has
made it possible to support compliance with the regulatory requirements in various resolutions to grant
measures, as well as to closelyonitoring the situation in which beneficiaries are living.



CIDH Comisién Interamericana de Derechos Humanos

41, After granting precautionary measures, the @mmission is monitoring the situation by
requesting information from the parties and has been evaluating other mechanisms to guarantee the
effectiveness of the precautionary measures adopted.

Provisional measures

42, On May 15,2019, the Commissionfiled with the Inter-American Court of Human Rights a
request for provisional measures pursuant to Articles3.2 of the Inter-American Convention on Human Rights
ET OAODPITOA O OEA OEOOAOQGEIT 1T £ OA@0OOAedd thel OberyE OU E|
because ofncidents associated with the protests occurring since April 2018

1) Kevin Rodrigo Espinoza Gutiérrez2) Cristhian Rodrigo Fajardo Caballero3) Yubrank Miguel
Suazo Herrerad) Edwin José Carcache Davil&) Medardo Mairena Sequeira6) Mario Lener Fonseca
Diaz 7) Ricardo Baltodanqg 8) Jaime Ramon Ampie Toledo9) Julio José Ampie Machaddl0)
Reynaldo Lira Luquez11) Miguel Mora Barberena12) Lucia Pineda Ubayl13) Amaya Eva Coppens
Zamora, 14) Olesia Auxiliadora Mufioz Pavénl5) Tania Veronica Mufioz Pavon, 16) Maria Adilia
Peralta Serratq and17) Irlanda Undina Jeréz Barrera,n Nicaragua.

43. The 17 persons identified were beneficiaries of precautionary measuredNevertheless, after
these measures were grantedAT A AAODPEOA OEA #1 11 EOOET 160 OADPABROAA A
Sate of Nicaragua, there has beeno responseindicating that suitable and effective measures of protection
have been adopted to address the situation of risk identified, conded actions, or measures aimed at
investigating the events of risk. This situation was of particular concern because all of the persons identified
were deprived of their liberty and were therefore intheSOAOAS6 O AOOOT AU

p>2
(@)

44, To obtain information on the current situation of the beneficiaries, the Commission, through
MESENI, requested information from the parties. Because many benefides were, at the same time, their
own representatives in the precautionary measures proceedings, it was impossible for theto provide the
information requested after they were deprived of their liberty. Nevertheless, the Commission, through
MESENI, held talks with next of kin and attorneyin the domestic proceedings of detainegsvho were able to
provide greater detail on their current situation from the occasions they were able to visit themBecause
many beneficiaries wereheld in the same detention facilities, the Commission wasglso able to review
AT 111717 OEOE EAAOI OO0 OEAO OEAU EAAMA EAI GE AET%O®ADOAT IUAAI
women.

45, According to information provided to the IACHR, all the identified persons had played a
leading and visible role against the measures promoted by the current government of Nicaragua since April
2018 and had voicedtheir opposition to the SOAOASG O OAPOAOOGEOA AAQOEI T ACAET OO0 (
current context. The information received about the persistence of events jeopardizing health, life, and
personal integrity, along with indication of arbitrariness in the detentions, the criminal offenses charged, and
the alleged violations of due process in their casesuggested that said deprivation of liberty was closely
connected to the intent of silencing them by retaliation, thereby transmitting a message of pishment to
persons marching or protesting agains&ate actions. Under these circumstances, the Commission considered
that their rights to health, life, and personal integrity were being seriously placed at risk and that the
proposed beneficiaries were expsed to being the target of acts of violencén that regard, the Commission
contended, before the Court, that it was imperative fothe competent authorities to immediately adopt
alternative measures to deprivation of liberty as a means of safeguardingetr rights.

46. On May 21, 2019, the President of the InterAmerican Court granted urgent measures
AOPT OOET ¢ OEA #1 1 lare éeépivddithd 0lloving C.Rdqikdt tBeHate to immediately adopt
the necessary measureso effectively protect the health, life, and personal integrity of the 17 persons
identified; 2. As egards the beneficiariesMaria Adilia Peralta Cerratos, Jaime Ramén Ampié Toledo, Julio José
Ampié Machado, Reynaldo Lira Luquez, anf@iania Verénica Mufioz Pavontaking into account the Sated O
contention that these petitionersOx AOA COAT OAA OmiAg withtiek familed &s biBERY20T A
20196 request OE A B A O Eeéséntatvéd @6 the InterAmerican Commission on Human Rights to

10
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confirm the information that this benefit has effectively been grantedand that they have been released3.
Requestto the Sate, asregards the remaining 12 petitioners (Kevin Rodrigo Espinoza Gutiérrez, Cristhian
Rodrigo Fajardo Caballero, Yubrank Miguel Suazo Herrera, Edwin José Careabldvila, Medardo Mairena
Sequeira, Mario Lener Fonseca Diaz, Ricardo Baltodano, Miguel Mora Barberena, Lucia Pineda Ubau, Amaya
Eva Coppens Zamora, I€sia Auxiliadora Mufioz Pavon, andrlanda Undina Jeréz Barrera)to immediately
assesswhether alternative measures todeprivation of liberty should be granted 4. Provide that, with the
HDAOAE O DAOI EOOETthd liter-Americdnl CAURt AcOntipkeld of litsPresident, VicéPresident, or
other judge, as well as the Secretary and thHeecretariat staff, to carry out as soon as possible gisit to the
prisons of O, A %ODP&DAT BA S h & ANiEdagua, o wherever the beneficiaries of the present
measures are in order to interview every one of them, as well aglifferent state authorities; 5. To request to
the Sate to provide all the facility and security so that the delegation of the InteAmerican Court can conduct
the visit shortly.

B. TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO THE VERIFICATION AND SECURITY COMMISSION

47. On June24, 2018, the technical team of thdMESENIwas installed in Nicaragua. As part of its
mandate to provide technical assistance to the Verification and Security Commission, the team of the MESENI
participated in plenary sessions of the CVS and held meetings with members designated by theCMliance
and the Government Likewise, the IACHR organized nine technical meetings held with the highestnking
authorities of the Ministry of Health, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, thed OAT EA 001 OAKROHOT 08O |
Ministry of Justice, the NationaPolice Force, and the Forensic Medicine Institute

48. During the first two weeks in the field, the IACHR provide technical assistance and support
to the CVS for theelease and taking of testimonies of 65 detainees in the EI Chipote Judicial Assistance
Department of the Police Force .

49, It also carried outthree missions of observation and support forthe CVS

A Mission to Jinotepe On Friday, June 29, the IACHR observed the human rights situation of more
than 200 truck drivers who remained at the roadblock, as well as the general population. In
addition, the MESENI participated as an observer in the meetings held with various socattors,
without the presence of the forces of law and order

A Mission to Mayasa.On July6, in support of the CVS, the IACHR had the opportunitp observe
the situation in Masaya and interview persons in danger of death who participated in the
protests and whose homes were burnt in retaliation for their participation in the protests.
During that visit, the IACHR took relevant testimonies for the subsequent granting of
precautionary measures forthe benefit of Yubrank Miguel Sazo Herrera, Cristian Fajardo, and
Maria Adilia Serrato. It also met with the next of kin ofpersons deceased and injuredn the
context of the protests from the indigenous territory of Monimbo, inMasaya.lIt also held a
meeting with leaders of the National Technological Institute of Masayalr{stituto Tecnolégico
Nacional de Masaya INATEQ in the facilities of the National PoliceForce based ona3 OAOA S O
request.

A Mission to Juigalpa On July13, in view of the impending deployment of an operation idduigalpa
to dismantle the roadblocks, the field team of the MESEMEIped the CVS draft agreements that
would enable the peaceful and voluntary lifting of the roadblocks withassurances ofnon-
retaliation against the protesters During the visit, the technical team observed armed groups
acting under State tolerance and control
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C. MONITORING THE HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION INICARAGUA

50. With the installation and monitoring of the MESENI, the IACHR orchestrated a strategy to
provide a sustained and timely response to the crisis iNicaragua, which led to a record number of
monitoring activities and actions conducted by the IACHR regardinflicaragua Over the year that the
MESENI was functioning, the IACHR has sent to tBe&te of Nicaragua88 requests for information on the
specific situation of the victims ofState repression and the actions taken to protect their human rightsThe
IACHRhas also compilednore than 1,500 testimoni es from victims of the repression inNicaragua.

51. The information received has been essential for draftingeports and denouncingthe serious
situation in the country. In that respect, the IACHR hassued54 press releases on the situation in Nicaragua
to alert the international community about the evolution of the human rights crisis

52. Furthermore, the IACHR convene@ hearings to gather specific information on the situation
in the country:

1 Reports on repression and violence in the context of the protest®ctober2,2018.

71 Stuation of human rights defenders inNicaragua:Denouncingarbitrary detentions and lack of
access to justiceOctober2,2018.

Repression and human rights violations inNicaragua December6, 2018.
Generalhuman rights situation in Nicaragua February 14, 2019.
1 Stuation of the rights of women deprived of liberty in Nicaraguaprivate hearing). February 14,
2019.
1 Stuation of indigenous peoples andAfro-descendantsi £ . EAAOACOAS OMaySA20BAAAAT  #1

== =4

53. During the first phase ofthe - %3 %. fielé @peration, the Commissionconducted six
technical visits and four working visits to  Nicaragua. After the Sate announced thesuspensim of the
Y1 #(280 OEOEOO O1 OEA Al O1 GEWRIhad dondustddAwbikidgAiSits o osdrious; tp ph €
countries of the regionto monitor the situation of persons forced to flee their country These visits have been
relevant to gather information on the persistence of the patterns of human rights violations, as Weas to

highlight, in the international community, the situation of thousands of displaced Nicaraguans

A Visit of Commissioner Antonia Urrejola , Rapporteur for Nicaragua, to M anagua

54. In July 2018, Commissioner Antonia Urrejola visited Managuain order to participate in
installing the MESENI on June 24 and th&IEIl of the IACHR on July 22018. The Commissioner also
participated in the first activities of the MESENI, such as meetings with civil society organizations and the
release of detainees in théudicial Assistance Department of the Police Force

Noteworthy interviews:

Antonia Urrejola. IACHRRapporteur leaves Nicaragua afterf
installing investigative team July 5, 2018. Agencia EFE.

Pablo Abrd eptession has changed its modus operarai  *
10, 2018.EI Confidencial
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XECN6lLBEUU&list=PL5QlapyOGhXtxcMOpg35GCa2M7dJo_QVh
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x8dzyW6oox4&list=PL5QlapyOGhXtxcMOpg35GCa2M7dJo_QVh&index=38
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x8dzyW6oox4&list=PL5QlapyOGhXtxcMOpg35GCa2M7dJo_QVh&index=38
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VQjuBj_KWdY&list=PL5QlapyOGhXvwUE7_o7ptZEAD7QVPxWDo&index=4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D3AgtVY9CSA&list=PL5QlapyOGhXuSrrN5AMHWWfm36AsMzrq0&index=18
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dFSTjbiwhfY&list=PL5QlapyOGhXvvyKD3Y0-GblPrDQ1xE_Ht&index=26
https://www.efe.com/efe/america/sociedad/la-relatora-de-cidh-deja-nicaragua-tras-instalar-el-equipo-investigador/20000013-3674281
https://www.efe.com/efe/america/sociedad/la-relatora-de-cidh-deja-nicaragua-tras-instalar-el-equipo-investigador/20000013-3674281
https://confidencial.com.ni/pablo-abrao-la-represion-ha-cambiado-su-modus-operandi/
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A Visit of IACHR Rapporteur on Persons Deprived of Liberty to Managua

On Septemberl8 to 26, 2018, Commissioner Joel HernandezRapporteur on the Rights of Persons
Deprived of Liberty, conducted a working visit to examine the detention conditions gbersons deprived of
liberty because ofincidents associated with the protests that started on April 18, 2018. During his visit, the
Rapporteur held various meetings with representatives of civil society, human rights deferats, and next of
kin of persons deprived of liberty. He also made new recommendations to ti&ate.

Press release on the visit

Noteworthy interview:

Joel Hernandez, IACHR Rapporteur on the Rights
Persons Deprived of Libertyy WeOcannot know how many
DAOOI 1 O EAOGA AARAAT ET AAOAAO

September 22, 2018EIl Confidencia

A Visit of IACHR President and Rapporteur for Persons of African Descent and Women to
Managua

56. The President of the IACHR Margarette May Macaulayconducted a working visit to
Nicaragua on October 25 t@7,2018,to examine the human rights situation in the country, especially women
human rights defenders, women deprived of liberty, and persons of African descent. In the framework of the
visit, the IACHR reiterated to theState of Nicaragua the requests made to facilitate méags between the
President of the IACHR andhe Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the0 OAT EA 0 Ol O ARDrécOBt® /| ALEE A/
General for the National Penitentiary System, the National Polideorce, the Office of the Ombudspersorior
the Defense of HumarRights, as well as the authorities in charge of public policymaking relative to the rights
of women and persons of African descent.

Press release on the visit

Noteworthy interview:

Report on the working visit of the President of the IACHF .

October 26,2018, El Nuevo Diario

A Visit of the IACHR Rapporteur on Migrants to CostaRicain October 2018

57. The IACHR conducted a working visit to Costa Rica on October-18, 2018 in order to
monitor the situation of Nicaraguanasylum seekers needingnternational protection who were forced to flee
their country and look for international protection in Costa Rica.As a result of the visit, the IACHR is working
on a report on the situation of Nicaraguans in this country
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http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/media_center/PReleases/2018/245.asp
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Preliminary observations on the working visit to
monitor the situation of Nicaraguars forced to flee
to Costa Rica

Video of IACHR visit to Costa Ric&IDH TV

Noteworthy interview: Commissioner Luis Vargas
on the working visit. October 22, 2018, El
Confidencial

A Visit of Commissioner Joel Hernandez to Costa Ricaand Honduras in May 2019

58. Between May 19 and 24, 2019CommissionerJoel Henandez conducted working visits to
Costa Ricaand Honduras to monitor and follow-up on the situation of Nicaraguans forced to flee these
countries because of the crisis that started on April 18, 2018 iNicaragua.

59. In Costa Ricathe MESENIheld meetings with more than 15 civil society collectives and
organizations of Nicaraguans in Costa Rica. In addition, as part of his duties to promote capacity building of
Nicaraguan civil society, the MESENI facilitated two training sessionsnoprecautionary measures and
international standards for truth, justice, and reparations to the executive board of the Association of the
Mothers of April (AMA), comprised of mothers and next of kin of persons who died in the context of the crisis
in Nicaragua.

60. In Honduras,the technical team of theMESENIhad the opportunity, for the first time, to
gather information in the field on the situation of Nicaraguas who fled Honduras. In addition, the MESENI
held meetings with authorities of the National Migration Institute, civil society organizations, and the
National Office of theUnited Nations High Commission for Refugee®JNHCR.

IACHR Concludes Working Visits to CtssRica and
Honduras to Monitor the Predicament of
Nicaraguans Who Have Been Forced to Flee the
Country. Washington, D.C., June 12, 2019
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http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/media_center/PReleases/2018/233.asp
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k99eNMD41tE
http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/media_center/PReleases/2019/146.asp
http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/media_center/PReleases/2019/146.asp
http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/media_center/PReleases/2019/146.asp
http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/media_center/PReleases/2019/146.asp

CIDH Comisién Interamericana de Derechos Humanos

Visit of the President of the IAHCR, Commissioner Esmeralda Aro semena, and Commissioner Antonia
Urrejola to Miami in June 2019

61. On Junel7-18, 2019, Commissioner Esmeralda ArosemenaPresident of the IACHR, and
CommissionerAntonia Urrejola, Rapporteur for Nicaragua visited Miami to hold meetings with civil society
organizations on the human rights situation inNicaragua and with Nicaraguans who had to leave their
country. Likewise, on June 17, the Commissioners presented the IACHR Report on the Situation of Human
Rights in Nicaragua in the framework of a Situation Panel attended by representatives of Nicaraguan

organizations and persons, amongvhich peasant organizations, students, human rights defenders, and
leaders released froncustody.
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D. KEEPING THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY INFORMED
62. The Inter-AmeriA AT #1171 EQOOET 1 6 O O Asitudtior» @Ainlylbi/ condiicing OACOA S O
a working visit in May and with the subsequent installation of the MESENIwas essentialto disseminatethe
gross human rights violations occurring in the context of the protests that started on April 18, as wedsto
keep the international community as a whole informed. Since the installation of the MESENI, the IACHR has
presented information about the situation in Nicaragua to the Permanent Council of the OAS on seven
occasions;six of them after the MESENI was installed

Presentations to the Permanent Council of the OAS

June22,2018. Present®ET T T £ OEA 2ADT 00 O' Ol OBA A OLchissipder@adia 6 Ei | AOE
Urrejola.

July11, 2018. Presentation on the updated human rights situation in Nicaragyaactivities and installation of the
MESENI. Remarks by the Executive SecretaBaulo Abrao.

October 19, 2018. Presentation on the updated human rights situation irNicaragua.Remarks by the Executive
Secretary, Paulo Abréo.

December?27, 2018. Presentaion on the updated human rights situation inNicaragua.Remarks by theVice-
President of the IACHRConmissioner Esmeralda Arosemena.

January11, 2019. Presentaion on the situation in Nicaragua.Remarks by the Executive Secretary of the IACHR
0AOIT ' AOAg I 8

April 5, 2019. Presentdion by CommissionerJoel Hernandeon (The situation in Nicaraguad

April 26, 2019. Presentation by the Assistant Executive Secretarfpr Monitoring, Promotion, and Technical
Cooperation in Human Rights of the IACHRMaria Claudia Pudio.

> > > > > D>

63. The Inter-American Commission, through the work of the MESENI, keeps the Working Group
for Nicaragua of the OAS Permanent Council informed about the situation in the country

64. In the framework of the fortieth regular sessionof the United Nations Human Rights Council,
the IACHRundertook the following activities to highlight the situation in Nicaragua for the international
community.

A February 27, 2019. For the first time, the IACHR intervened in the Higthevel Segment of the
session; at thatevent, CommissionerJoel Hernandezmade apresentation mainly focusing on the
situation in Nicaragua

A March 7,2019. The IACHR participated in the interactive debate of the Human Rights Council with
~oan intervention on human rights in Nicaragua.
A March 19,2019. The IACHR held a parallel event on the situation Micaragua
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E.STRATEGIC COMMUNICATION ANDISSEMINATION STRATEGY

65. From the start of the crisis in Nicaragua and during the AAEAT EOQI 6 0 /Eddl A T DA
IACHR has upheld an active communication strategy on the situation in Nicaraguga OEA #1711 1 EOOEI 1 6 0
social media by issuing daily reports on the situation in the country and implementing other actions. Among
the carried out actions,we highlight the following ones
A The Inter-American Commission has granted more thaB0 interviews to the media of 12 countries:
Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Costa Ric&rance, Germany, Maico, Netherlands, Nicaragua, Peru, Spain,
and United States of America.
A The IACHR has launchetivo communication campaigns on social mediaOn April 18,2019, on the
occasion of the commemoration of the start of the sociAaI protests iQ the country and gnother on May
30, 2019, to remember the victims of state represiil AO OEA O- AOA&ne 6fBe OEA - T ¢
events with the highest number of casualties in the contexdf the protests.
A The IACHR has produced videos T T OEA - %3%. ) 80 x| OEGanaxTWEMH AOA AOAE
A The work of the MESENI is permanently available on theweb page of the Inter-American
Commission inthe section created on thesituation in Nicaragua
A In 2019, the IACHR started publishing anonthly newsletter on the activities of the MESENI. At
present those for the months ofApril and May have been published.
A In the framework of the MESENIthe IACHR has heldwo events entited OO0 A Tod the human

rights situation in . E A A O AvBi¢h Arings together the participation of civil society,international
organizations, representatives of OASnember states, journalists, social leaders, exiled Nicaraguans,
among others

WASHINGTON, D. G, EE. UU.

gl 4o Tenemos un conpunto de fuenies muy confiables
LS o ci pais. vamos a seguir con otros mecanismos

You can follow the activities of the MESENI on our web section and social media:
Webpage | Facebook | Twitter | TV CIDH/MESENI
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F. TECHNICAIASSISTANCE AND CAPACITY BUILDING FOR CIVIL SOCIETY

66. Throughout 2018, MESENI providedNicaraguan civil society with capacity building and
training on international human rights standards In that respect, duringits field operation, 9 training events
were held in the cities of Managua an®latagalpa,in Nicaragua,providing training for a total of 249 persons
on subjects such as the mechanisms and standards of thedntAmerican human rights system international
asylum and protection, human trafficking, the rights of persons deprived of liberty, and transitional justice,
among others Also noteworthy is the training provided to 24 participants on interAmerican human rights
standards in San José, Costa Rica, to Nicaraguans forced to flee to Costa Hiwse December 19, 2018, the
IACHR continued with training actions provided online or during working visits

Training provided by the MESENIz 2018

Training course on transitional - A Managua, - .
justice (MESENI) Transitional justice Nicaragua,July13 25 Civil society
Training workshop on IACHR StanQards of the 'T“eF Next of kin of
- American human rights Managua, -
mechanisms MESENGnd GIEI - . 30 victims of human
system applicable to the Nicaragua,July14 ] s
(MESENI) NI I rights violations
situation in Nicaragua
. . Standards of theinter-
Training workshop on inter- - )
4 . American human rights Managua, . .
American human rights system applicable to the Nicaragua,June29 35 Civil society
standards (MESENI) ystem applica gua,
situation in Nicaragua
Training workshop on IACHR Standards of the inter
. - h - ) Managua,
mechanisms and interAmerican American human rights . . .
f : Nicaragua,from 14 Civil society
human rights standards system applicable to the July 31 to AuqustL
(MESENI) situation in Nicaragua y 9
Training workshop on IACHR Standards of the inter Matagaloa
mechanisms and interAmerican American human rights . gapa, Human rights
. - Nicaragua,August 23
human rights standards system applicable to the 22 and 23 defenders
(MESENI) situation in Nicaragua
Students, human
- . . . Managua, -
Training on international asylum International asylum and . rights defenders,
. . Nicaragua,August 43 - P
and protection protection 29 and civil society in
general
Training on humantrafficking Human trafficking and Managua, Women human
) ) . ) Nicaragua, 15 .
and international standards international standards rights promoters
September 6
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L . Standards of the inter Students, human
Training workshop on inter- - . Managua, - !
Amercan human ights | (S8 TELRTELINS | Nicaragua 19| o onil sodity i
standards (MESENI) ystem applica September8 Y
situation in Nicaragua general
- ) . . Managua,
Trammgeor:i\t/t;ed r(I)gf]rI‘itbse?tf persons | Rights ofopfe"rsgrr:s deprived Nicaragua, 45 Civil society
P y Y Septemberl9
. . Standards of the inter
Tralnlng_ workshop on inter- American human rights San José, Costa Human rights
American human rights - . 24
system applicable to the Rica,November 30 defenders
standards (MESENI) NI
situation in Nicaragua

Training provided by the MESENI 72019

Name of the course

Training workshop on
international standards for
migration and asylum
(Rapporteurship on the Rights of

Migrants /MESENI)

justice for the Committee for the
Release of Political Prisoners z
Session 1 (Advocacy and

Training /MESENI)

Online training on transitional

Online training on transitional
justice for the Committee for the
Release of Political Prisoners z
Session 2 (Advocacy and
Training /MESENI)

Online training on transitional
justice for the National Blue and
White Unity (UNAB) z Session 1

(Advocacy and Training /MESENI)

Online training on transitional
justice for the Committee for the

Release of Political Prisoners z

Session3 (Advocacy and
Training /MESENI)

Online training on transitional
justice for the National Blue and
White Unity (UNAB) z Session2

(Advocacy and Training /MESENI)

/11 ET A OOAET ETC

System of Petitions and Cases for

the Association of Mothers of April

(AMA) z Session1 (Advocacy and
Training /MESENI)

Online training on transitional
justice for the National Blue and
White Unity (UNAB) z Session3
(Advocacy and Training /MESENI)
Onsite training on transitional

justice and precautionary measures
for the Mothers of April Association
(AMA) 7 Sessions 2 &3 (Advocacy

Place and date Number _of Specific groups (number and
persons trained trained group )
Washington, DC, 20 Representdives of the
February 25 Nicaraguan CivicAssociation
Washington, Mothers and next of kin of
D.C/Managua, Nicaagua, 15 political prisoners, defense
March 29 attorneys, voluntary advisors
Washington, Mothers and next of kin of
D.C/Managua, Nicaagua, 13 political prisoners, defense
April 6 attorneys, voluntary advisors
Washington, Represetatives of the Justice
D.C/Managua, Nicaagua, 18 Commission, the Security
April 10 Commission, and attorneys
Washington, Mothers andnext of kin of
D.C/Managua, Nicaagua, 15 political prisoners, defense
April 12 attorneys, voluntary advisors
Washington, Representatives of the Justice
D.C/Managua, Nicaagua, 12 Commission, the Security
April 26 Commission, and attorneys
DWC?:Ah;?]gatoSé Mothers and next of kin of those
. ’ gua, 7 who died in the context of the
Nicaragua/Mexico, April =
crisis
29
Washington, Representatives of the Justice
D.C/Managua, Nicaagua, 8 Commission, the Security
May 3 Commission, and attorneys
p . Mothers and next of kin of those
San Joseg, Costa Ridday S
20and 21 19 who died |nctzrr1i§i;;ontext of the
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and Training /MESENI)
Onsite training: Introduction to the

inter -American human rights NUBETERIED ClEEreare (1 2

system and its protection Miami, Florida, Junel8 33 United States and other
instruments (MESENI) countries of the region

67. At the cutoff date for the instant report, theMESENI hd facilitated atotal of 20 training
events, reaching 435 direct beneficiaries

68. Someof the successful experiences reflecting the impact of the actions for capacity building
of society are indicated below

A Human Rights Office Diocese oMatagalpa.

69. In August 2018, the MESENIand the Rapporteur for Human Rights Defendergrovided
training to members of the Diocese of Matagalpaterested in opening human rights offices to receive reports
from the population. Two months later, on October 18, 2018, the MESENI received about 100 reports of
human rights violations documentedby said offices in four different regions of the department of Matgalpa.
The MESENI reeived the request to continue training new persons, as well as on specific subjects such as the
safeguarding of information

A Committee forPolitical Prisoners

70. The MESENIcarried out actions for civil society capacity building during the third phase of
Sate repression, as well as for the next of kin of detainees being criminalized because they were identified as
opponents of the government regime. In particular, drng the first phase, the MESENI closely supportetthe
creation of the Committee forPolitical Prisoners through training actions on subjects such as integational
standards for pretrial detention and the rights of persons deprived of liberty. In a seconghase, after the
state of Nicaragua suspende® E A - %8&uthoriyafiod to stay in the field, the technical team of the Special
Mechanism continued to work closely with this Committee in order to gather specific and technical
information regarding the situation of detainees.

G. PETITIONS AND CASES

71. By filing a petition with the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), persons
who have sustained human rights violations can obtain assistance. The Commission investigates the situation
and can make recommendations to th&ate responsible so that the enjoyment of rights can be restored to
the extent possible, so that similar incidents do not occur again in the futurand so that the incidents that
occurred are investigated and redressed

72. In connection with the acts of violence that took [ace sinceSate repression of the protests
of April 2018 and new incidents, the MESENI has continued monitoring the human rights situation in
Nicaragua permanently. There were 294 petitions filed in 2018 referring to possible human rights violations
occurring in the framework of protests, of which 73 (24%) have been reviewed After a preliminary
examination of available information, the initial study team proposed opening 16 of them, all referring to
possible acts oftortur e, extrajudicial executions, kidn apping, or arbitrary detention of liberty.
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A Consideraions in the study stage

Many of the violations sustained by the alleged victims are recognized and documented by the
Interdisciplinary Group of Independent Experts of Nicaragua(GIEI) and the SpecialMonitoring
Mechanism forNicaragua (MESENI).

The State is aware of them and is therefore under the obligation of starting an investigatioax officio

in order to clarify what happened to identify and punish those responsible. Three of the petitions are
associated with precautionary measures that were granted and are in force.

Petitions dismissed

A preliminary proposal is aimed at dismissing57 petitions becausethey do not meet the

requirements of Article 28 of the Rules of Procedure of thtACHR Many of them deal witrj dar~nages o
concrete violation of human rights to the detriment of the aleged victim. In the case of petitions

referring to threats, repression, or damages sustained during the protests, coordination is being

conducted with the MESENI team in order to corroborate that we do not have further infornti@n on

the alleged victims.

Landmark cases orNicaragua

In the IACHR cases are processed chronologically, and that may take several years from the start to
the final processing. Nevertheless, the IACHR has chosen two petitions whose proceedings were
opened and whose facts were related or similar to facts appearing in the crisis unldsed in April
2018.

These two petitions in the admissibility stags are both related to guarantees of the elgoral process.
One of themregards the nullification of the legal status of a political party in the electionCase
13.745, Political parties MRSand PC), and the other § related to the rights to participation in public
affairs and conditions of equality(Ca® 13.727, Fabio GadeaJantilla), and another casehat is in the
merits stage analyzesthe arbitrary use of lethal force which is being processed in the Inter
American Court(Cas 12.722, Roche Azafiat al.,Nicaragua).
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H. MONINTORING THERECOMMENDATIONS

73. In the framework of the implementation of the Special Programto Monitor IACHR
Recommendations Strategic Program 21) of its Strategic Plan2017-2021, the IACHR is developing strategic
and innovative actions to improve the effectiveness and efficiency of the recommendations made to Siate,
among which, the creation of special monitoring mechanismg-or the IACHR, these Special Mechanisms
promoteamoA ET 1 EOOEA OAOEAx 1T &£ OEA ) ! # (atilta@ thdphebdn@tiori of O AT A (
up-to-date information to the international community on the situation or the concrete case; benefit from the
#1 11 EOOEI drededce; AsStdr 1a fsystematic ah periodic monitoring of priority issues; broaden the
dialogue with the parties and the search for concerted solutions, among others. All of this leads to ardapth
and specialized followup by the Commission on compliance with the human rights commitmés and

obligations undertaken by theSates.

74. In connection with Nicaragua,the IACHR after its working visit to the country, issued its
preliminary observations with 15 initial recommendations addressed tothe Sate. On June 22, 2018, the
IACHR submitted its Fil AT 2 ADBT 00 O' O1 Odatiorfs Gni tAel Corzebt OE Eval MBrotests in
Nicaraguao In the report, the Commission reiterated its 15 initial recommendations and made 9 additional
recommendations

75. Afterward, in the framework of the - %3 %. ) 6 O ,Ith® AACIARD évhducted several
additional visits to Nicaragua. The Rapporteur on Persons Deprideof Liberty conducted a working visit to
Nicaragua on September 1&0, 2018. When concluding its visit, the Rapporteuraddressed 10 new
recommendations to the NicaraguanSate related to the detention conditions of persons deprive of liberty
in the country in the context of the social protests and the dismantling of the roadblock®n October 1418,
the Rapporteur on the Rights of Migrarg conducted a working visit to Costa Rica in order to monitor the
situation of Nicaraguan asylum seekers whavere forced to flee and who require international protection At
the end of this visit, the IACHR published its preliminary observations andaddressed four new
recommendations the state ofNicaraguas

8 JACHR, Press Release 233/2018Preliminary observations on the working visit to monitor the situation of Nicaraguas
forced to flee to Costa RicaWashington, D.C., November 1, 2018.
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76. Finally, on December 21, the Interdisciplinary Group of Independent Exper(&IEl) installed
by the IACHR presented it<Final Report on the violent events that took place in Nicaragua between April
18t and May 3016 Bhis report confirmed the findings of the working visit conducted by he Commission on
May 17-21. The GIEImade new recommendations to thexate of NicaraguaOi 1T OAOAT I A OEA AT O1 0O
crisis.

Recommendations made by IACHR mechanisms to Nicaragua in 2018

Number of Date of publication
recommendations
Preliminary observations after 15 May 21,2018

the working visit

Final Report: Gross Human Rightg
Violations in the Context of Social 9 additional June22,2018
Protests in Nicaragua

Visit of the Rapporteur on the

Rights of Persons Deprived of 10 September26, 2018
Liberty

Preliminary observations after .

the visit to Costa Rica 4 November1, 2018

GIEIReport 20 December20, 2018

* In its preliminary observations, the IACHR made 10 additional recommendations to the state @bsta Rica.

77. During the year it was functioning, the MESENI provided specialized and idepth
monitoring of this series of recommendations, using a followup matrix which is periodically updated, in
addition to sending letters, holding hearings and meetings, and conducting visits, as well iasits Annual
Report 2018, (hapter IV.Bon Nicaragua As a result, the IACHR has revealed how the human rights situation
has progressively deteriorated inNicaraguaand how the rule of law has been undermined

78. The IACHR shall continue its ongoingvork of monitoring, promoting, and protecting human
rights in Nicaragua through its various mechanisms. The IACHR is fulfilling this mandate independently and
autonomously, as part of its attributions conferred uponit by the American Sates and, principally, with the
responsibility of always being alongside the victims who are suffering from human rights violations
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