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CHAPTER I: EVALUATION OF THE STATE OF FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION IN THE HEMISPHERE

A. Creation of the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression and institutional
support

1. The Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression was created in October 1997, during
the 97th Session of the IntetAmerican Commission on Human Right&y unanimous decision of its members.
It was established as a permanent and independent office that acts within the framework and with the support
of the IACHR. With this, it sought to stimulate the hemispheric defense of the right to freedom of thoughtdan
expression, considering its fundamental role in the consolidation and development of the democratic system,
as well as in the protection, guarantee and promotion of other human rights. At its 98th Period of Sessions, held
in March 1998, the IACHR definedn general terms the characteristics and functions of the Special
Rapporteurship and decided to create a voluntary fund for its economic assistance.

2. The IACHR's initiative to create a permanent Special Rapporteurship found full support in the OAS
Member Sates. Indeed, during the Second Summit of the Americas, the Heads of State and Government
recognized the fundamental role of the right to freedom of thought and expression, and expressed their
satisfaction with the creation of the Special Rapporteurshiiince then, both the Summit of the Americas and
the OAS General Assembly have expressed their support for the work of the Special Rapporteurship and have
entrusted it with the follow -up or analysis of some of the rights that make up freedom of expressias well as
the monitoring and promotion of the right of access to publieinformation. In recent years, the OAS General
Assembly has expanded the agenda of objectives of the Office of the Special Rapporteur in accordance with the
situation of the right to freedom of expression in the region.

3. Inthe framework of the VIII Summit of the Americas, held on April 13 and 14, 2018 in Lima, Peru, the
commitment to "Democratic Governance in the Face of Corruption" was adopted through which the
representatives of the participating States committed to continue strengthening various antorruption
measures such as strengthening transparency bodies and access to public information, protection for
whistleblowers and journalists against threats and reprisals for investigting or reporting on acts of
corruption 2.

4. In 2018, the IACHR adopted Resolution 1/18, on "Corruption and Human Rights", through which it
recommends States to carry out a series of measures to strengthen access to public information as a key tool in
the fight against corruption, protection of journalists and the media, among othe?s

5. The OAS General Assembly through resolution 2928 (XL\AII/18) on "Promotion and Protection of
Human Rights", entrusted the Office of the Special Rapporteur, in conjdion with other bodies, to prepare "a
practical guide of recommendations to guarantee freedom of expression, access to information from various

1n the area of freedom of expression, the OAS General Assembly adopted resolutions in different years reaffirming the rigHtéedom
of expression and recognizing the important contributions of the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expiess as well as
calling on the States to follow the recommendations of the Office expressed in the annual reports. In 2005, it adopted resmiu2149
(XXX\O/05); in 2006, resolution 2237 (XXXVAO/06); in 2007, resolution 2287 (XXXVHO/07); in 2008, resdution 2434 (XXXVIIFO/08);
resolution 2523 (XXXIXO/09); in 2011, resolution 2679 (XLFO/11).

With respect to the right of access to public information, the OAS General Assembly has made several statements supportmgvtitk of
the Office of the SpeciaRapporteur and has urged the adoption of its recommendations. In 2003, it approved resolution 1932 (XXXIII
0/03); in 2004, resolution 2057 (XXXI\YO/04); in 2006, resolution 2252 (XXVI0O/06); in 2007, resolution 2288 (XXXVHO/0Q7); in 2008,
resolution 2418 (XXXVIIFO/08); in 2009, resolution 2514 (XXXIXO/09). In this resolution, the General Assembly instructed the
Department of International Law to draft, with the cooperation of the Office of the Special Rapporteur, the Inté&merican Juridical
Committee,the Department of State Modernization and Good Governance, and with the cooperation of the member states and civil society,
a Model Law on Access to Public Information and a Guide for its implementation, in accordance with international standardstmmsubject.
In addition, in 2011, it approved resolution 2661 (XL1O/11); in 2012, resolution AG/RES. 2727 (XLiD/12); in 2013, resolution AG/RES.
2811 (XLIN-0/13); in 2014, resolution AG/RES. 2842 (XLIMO/14); in 2016, it approved resolution AG/RES. 2885 (XWI-O/16). In this
resolution, it instructed the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression to develop and disseminate the coht# the inter-
American legal framework on the right of access to information, including the Model InteAmerican Law on Access to Public Information,
by preparing reports on the scope of the right and the application of its principles. It also recommended that the Officetloé Special
Rapporteur assist member states and organize and participate in training prograsmfor officials of national access to information
authorities and justice operators.

2 Summit of the Americas. Lima Commitmen®' I AAOI AAETI EAAA $ AT 1T AOUAMIAA 2088DAT OA A 1T A #1 OOOPAE
3]ACHR. Resolution 1/18Corrupcion y Derechos HumanasMarch 16, 2018.



http://www.summit-americas.org/viii/compromiso_lima_es.pdf
http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/media_center/PReleases/2018/053.asp

sources on the internet during the development of electoral processes, without undue interference’ln 2017,

the OAS General Assembly approved resolution AG/RES. 2908 (Xt®117) on the right to freedom of thought

and expression and the safety of journalists and media workers in the hemisphere. The proposal was presented
by the delegation of Uruguay and ceponsaed by the delegations of Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, Costa Rica,
Mexico, Peru and the Dominican Republic. The Office of the Special Rapporteur joins the commitment made by
the States in this resolution to implement strategies and resources to put an endttte prevailing impunity for
crimes against journalists.

6.  Since its inception, the Office of the Special Rapporteur has also enjoyed the support of civil society
organizations, the media, journalists and, above all, of individuals who have been victimsvidlations of their
right to freedom of thought and expression, and their families.

7. During its 163rd period of sessions, the IACHR renewed the mandate of Special Rapporteur Edison
Lanza for a new threeyear period, in accordance with Article 15 of its Rule of Procedure?

8. During its 173rd period of sessions in Washington D.C., the IACHR approved the document Guidelines
on the performance of the activities and functions provided for in the mandates of the Special Rapporteurships
of the IACHRFor the first time, the special rapporteurships have a protocolized framework for action.

9. The IACHR announced on September 15, 2020 the selection of Pedro José Vaca Villarreal as Special
Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression of the InteAmerican Commission on Human Righ, taking office as of
October 6, 2020 for a period of one year, renewable for two years depending on the availability of funds, in
accordance with Article 15 of its Rules of Procedure. The selection was the result of a broad, open, transparent
and participatory process. The call was published on January 13, 2020 and closed on March 13, 2020. Of the 81
applications received, the Commission selected ten finalists at its Internal Session on April 29, 2020. This list
was compiled taking into account the criteia established in the call, as well as gender parity and the
representation of the different regions of the America$.

A. Main activities of the Office of the Special Rapporteur

10. During its twenty-four years of existence, the Office of th8pecial Rapporteur has fulfilled in a timely
and dedicated manner each of the tasks assigned to it by the IACHR and other OAS bodies such as the General
Assembly.

11.  This part of the report summarizes in a very general way the tasks accomplished in 2021

1) Individual case system

12.  One of the most important functions of the Office of the Special Rapporteur is to advise the IACHR in
the evaluation of individual petitions, and to prepare the corresponding reports.

13.  The proper promotion of individual petitions, in addition to providing justice in the specific case,
makes it possible to call attention to paradigmatic situations that affect freedom of thought and expression, and
to create important jurisprudence applicable both by the interFAmerican system for the protecton of human
rights and by the courts of the countries of the region. Likewise, the system of individual cases constitutes an
essential factor in the integral strategy for the promotion and defense of freedom of thought and expression in
the region, a strdegy that the Office of the Special Rapporteur develops through the different work mechanisms
offered by the inter-American system for the protection of human rights.

14.  The Office of the Special Rapporteur has also advised the IACHR in the presentation lefbe Inter-
American Court of Human Rights (hereinafter "the Court" or "the InteAmerican Court") of important
individual cases on freedom of expressioh

4 OAS. Resolutio®G/RES. 2928 (XLVIHO/18). Promocion y Proteccién de Derechos Humanos

51ACHR. Periodos de sesiones. Available for consultation hattp://www.oas.org/es/cidh/actividades/sesiones.asp

6 IACHR Press Releaseshttp://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/218.asp

7 Among the cases, Case of "The Last Temptation of Christ" (Olmedo Bustos et al.) v. Chilemkrdgf February 5, 2001; Case of Ivcher
Bronstein v. Peru. Judgment of February 6, 2001; Case of Herrera Ulloa v. Costa Rica. Judgment of July 2, 2004; Casedof Ricaase

v. Paraguay. Judgment of August 31, 2004; Case of Palamara Iribarne v. Chitlgndent of November 22, 2005; Case of Claude Reyes



http://www.oas.org/es/sla/docs/AG07691S03.pdf
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/actividades/sesiones.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/218.asp

15.  The cases resolved in 2021 by the IACHR Court are the following:

Bedoya Lima and another v. Colombia. Sentence of August 26, 2021.The Inter-American Court of Human
Rights issued a sentence declaring the international responsibility of the State of Colombia for the violation of
the rights to personal integrity, personal liberty, honor and dignity, freeom of thought and expression, as well
as judicial guarantees, judicial protection and equality before the law, to the detriment of journalist Jineth
Bedoya Lima. The Court also declared the violation of the rights to personal integrity, honor and dignitydicial
guarantees and judicial protection to the detriment of Mrs. Bedoya Lima's mother, Mrs. Luz Nelly Lima.

On May 25, 2000, Jineth Bedoya was intercepted and kidnapped at the door of the La Modelo National Prison
in Bogota, while she was conductin@n investigation into violence inside the prison, in which she exposed
clashes between guerrilla, paramilitary and common crime groups that resulted in dozens of deaths and
injuries, as well as the actions of the security forces with respect to such eventineth was an investigative
journalist on issues related to the internal armed conflict and what was happening in prisons at the time. Jineth
Bedoya was kidnapped for more than 10 hours, during which she was severely physically and verbally
assaulted, tatured and sexually abused by more than one perpetrator. The perpetrators made it clear that they
wanted to punish her for her reporting and intimidate her from continuing her work. In addition, she was the
victim of threats, before and after her abductionwhich were not diligently investigated by the authorities. All
this had a devastating impact on her life.

This is the first time that the Court specifically develops the differentiated impact of violence against women
journalists, especiallysexual violence, the risk they face, and highlights the importance of adopting prevention
and protection measures with a gender perspective and in accordance with that risk. The Int&merican Court
highlighted, from an intersectionality perspective, thatJineth was in a doubly vulnerable situation, being a
woman and a journalist. The Court recognized the particular risk faced by women journalists based on their
gender and their work. In this sense, it pointed out that States have the positive obligation adopt measures
to prevent the occurrence of acts of violence, and measures to protect women journalists, based precisely on
these special risks, among which stands out the greater exposure to acts of gentleased violence, especially
sexual violence. TheCourt considered that the acts of violence in this case were perpetrated in order to punish
Jineth Bedoya for her work, and to achieve a chilling effect on other women, in violation of their right to freedom
of expression, which, in addition, can generata gender gap in the profession. The Court concluded that the
State did not act in accordance with the aforementioned criteria, even though it knew of the real and imminent
risk suffered by the journalist.

Moreover, although the deprivation of liberty, rapeand torture to which Jineth was subjected were carried out
by third parties, the Court concluded that these events could not have occurred without the acquiescence and
collaboration of the State, or at least its tolerance. In other words, the Court deteimed that the Colombian
State was directly responsible for Jineth Bedoya's human rights violations. The Court found that there were
"serious, precise and consistent indications of state involvement.

On the other hand, the Court emphasized that investigains of violence against women journalists must be
carried out with enhanced due diligence and seek to guarantee their rights, including freedom of expression,
since they are not only at special risk due to their profession, but also more exposed to gendb@sed violence.
The State did not comply with the above either. Although there are some domestic convictions of material
perpetrators, 21 years after the events occurred, it has not yet been determined whether State agents acted. In
view of the above, theCourt considered that the State was responsible for the lack of due diligence in the

et al. v. Chile. Judgment of September 19, 2006; Case of Kimel v. Argentina. Judgment of May 2, 2008; Case of Tristan dPasama.
Judgment of January 27, 2009; Case of Rios et al. v. Venezuela. Jutgnfielanuary 28, 2009; Case of Perozo et al. v. Venezuela.
Judgment of January 28, 2009; Case of Us6n Ramirez v. Venezuela. Judgment of November 20, 2009; Case of Manuel Cepeda Vargas
Colombia. Judgment of May 26, 2010; Case of Gomes Lund et al. ziBiudgment of November 24, 2010; Case of Fontevecchia and
D'Amico v. Argentina. Judgment of November 29, 2011; Case of Gonzalez Medina and Family Members v. Dominican Republic.
Judgment of February 27, 2012; Case of Vélez Restrepo and Family MembeiGolombia. Judgment of September 3, 2012; Case of
Uzcategui et al. v. Venezuela. Judgment of September 3, 2012; Case of Norin Catriman et al. (leaders, members and actifaist of
Mapuche indigenous people) v. Chile. Judgment of May 29, 2014; Case of Greetieal. (Radio Caracas Television) v. Venezuela.
Judgment of June 22, 2015; Case of Lépez Lone et al. v. Honduras. Judgment of October 5, 2015; Case of I.V v. BoliviantJoigme
November 30, 2016; Case of Lagos del Campo v. Pdndgment of August 312017.



investigations carried out into the facts, the discriminatory nature of these investigations based on gender, and
the violation of the reasonable time period.

Palacio Urru tia et al. v. Ecuador. Sentence of November 24, 2021The Inter-American Court of Human Rights
issued a judgment declaring the international responsibility of the State of Ecuador for the violation of the
rights to freedom of expression, the principle of legality, movement and residence, labor stability, jigthl
guarantees and judicial protection, and the duty to adopt provisions of domestic law, to the detriment of
journalist Emilio Palacio Urrutia and the directors of the newspaper El Universo Nicolas Pérez Lapentti, César
Enrique Pérez Barriga and Carlofduardo Pérez Barriga. The State made a partial acknowledgment of
international responsibility for the violation of the rights to the principle of legality and nonretroactivity, and

to judicial guarantees and judicial protection.

On February 6, 2011, MrEmilio Palacio Urrutia, who worked as a journalist for the newspaper El Universo,
published an article entitled "NO to lies", in which he commented on events that occurred in Ecuador on
September 30, 2010, and criticized some of the actions of then PresiddRafael Correa Delgado. As a result of
the publication of this article, Mr. Palacio Urrutia and the directors of the newspaper El Universo, Mr. Nicolas
Pérez Lapentti, Mr. César Enrique Pérez Barriga and Mr. Carlos Eduardo Pérez Barriga, were sentenciude
years in prison for the crime of "serious libel against the authorities" and the payment of a joint and several
sum of thirty million United States dollars. El Universo, in turn, had to pay the sum of ten million US dollars.

In the judgment, the @urt determined that the article "NO to lies" constituted an opinion article that referred

to a matter of public interest, and therefore enjoyed special protection due to its importance in the democratic
debate. Thus, the Court found that the conviction &t imposed a threeyear prison sentence, and the civil
penalty imposed on the occasion of said sentence, to the detriment of the victims in the case, constituted a
violation of the right to freedom of expression. Additionally, the Court considered that theamount of the
compensation imposed in the present case, by itself, constituted a clearly disproportionate sanction in relation
to the protected legal right.

In addition, it found that the criminal conviction and the sentence imposed affected the work #te newspaper

El Universo, where the article had been published, and generated fear about the possibility of the closure of the
media outlet, or the existence of future proceedings due to the publications made therein. Thus, the Court
considered that the snction imposed on the directors of El Universo affected their possibility of exercising
their freedom of expression, as well as the employees of the newspaper. In this sense, the imposition of the
sentence on the publishing company El Universo and its @ictors generated a chilling effect that inhibited the
circulation of ideas, opinions and information by third parties, constituting a violation of the right to freedom

of expression.

The Court also found that Mr. Palacio Urrutia was forced to leave the atity and resign from his job due to the
conviction and other events related to his work as a journalist, which included a context of confrontation and
conflict with the then President, which constituted a violation of his right to movement and residence drhis
job stability.

In analyzing the case, the Court held that in the case of speech protected by public interest, such as those
referring to the conduct of public officials in the exercise of their functions, the punitive response of the State
through criminal law is not conventionally appropriate to protect the honor of the official. It also reiterated that
civil sanctions must be proportional and aimed at repairing the damage suffered to the reputation of a plaintiff,
and not at silencing or punishingeritics of the government.

Maya Kaqgchikel Indigenous Peoples of Sumpango et al. v. Guatemala. Sentence of October 6, 202TThe
Inter-American Court of Human Rights issued a judgment declaring the international responsibility of the
Republic of Guatemala fiothe violation of the rights to freedom of expression, equality before the law and to
participate in cultural life, in relation to the obligations to respect and guarantee without discrimination and
the duty to adopt provisions of domestic law, to the deiment of the Maya Kaqchikel de Sumpango, Achi de San
Miguel Chicaj, Mam de Cajola and Mam de Todos Santos Cuchumatan indigenous peoples.

In Guatemala, there are approximately 424 licensed radio stations on FM frequency and 90 on AM frequency,
of which oneis an indigenous community radio station. On the other hand, there are several community radio
stations operated by indigenous peoples that do not have a license from the State to operate, such as the
stations operated by the Maya Kaqchikel indigenous petes of Sumpango, Maya Achi of San Miguel Chicaj,



Maya Mam of Cajola and Maya Mam of Todos Santos Cuchumatan. Indigenous community radio stations are
supported by the project's operational and financial support is provided by the members of the villageséh
serve, who contribute to the costs of execution through contributions and volunteer work.

Radios Ixchel and Uqul Tinamit La Voz del Pueblo, operated by the Kaqchikel people of Sumpango and Achi of
San Miguel Chicaj, were raided by state authorities asrasult of court orders issued in the framework of
criminal proceedings. Their transmission equipment was confiscated and some of their operators, members of
the respective communities, were criminally prosecuted. After the raid, Radio Ixchel suspended ldrcasting

for seven months and community members had to raise funds to buy new equipment to be able to broadcast
again. Radio Uqul Tinamit, in turn, stopped broadcasting after a second raid.

The Court noted that the regulatory framework concerning radio bobadcasting in Guatemala, particularly the
General Telecommunications Law (LGT) prevented, in practice, these indigenous communities from legally
operating their community radio stations. The Court determined that this regulation consists of a de facto
prohibition, almost absolute, to the exercise of the right to freedom of expression of indigenous peoples and in
turn, prevents them from exercising their right to participate in cultural life. Likewise, the Court considered
that the raids and seizures of eqgipment of the radio stations Ixchel and "La Voz del Pueblo" constituted
illegitimate actions and restrictions to the right to freedom of expression contrary to the Convention, for which
reason the Court concluded that Guatemala is responsible for the vitilan of this right.

The Court indicated that States are internationally obliged to establish laws and public policies that
democratize access to the media and guarantee media pluralism in the different areas of communication, such
as radio. He pointed outhat indigenous peoples have a right to be represented in the different media, especially
by virtue of their particular ways of life, their community relations and the importance that the media,
especially radio, has for them. In this sense, indigenous p@es have the right to establish and use their own
media.

The Court recognized that community radio, beyond enabling indigenous peoples to participate more fully in
the public sphere, is an essential tool for the preservation, transmission and continued ddopment of their
cultures and languages. Access to their own community radio stations, as vehicles of indigenous peoples'
freedom of expression, is an indispensable element for promoting the identity, language, culture, self
representation and collectiveand human rights of indigenous peoples. Therefore, States are obliged to adopt
the necessary measures to allow indigenous communities access to the radio spectrum of community radio
stations.

In view of the structural and historical discrimination suffered by indigenous peoples, the Court stated that
Guatemala should take all necessary measures to reverse the various factors of disadvantage suffered by them
and ensure their access to radio frequencies, in order to guarantee their material equality with ath social
segments that have the economic conditions to compete in auctions for the acquisition of radio frequencies,
whose only criterion is that of the highest price.

2) Precautionary measures

16. During 2021, the Office of the Special Rapporteur collaborated ithe study of 54 requests for
precautionary measures, among them 23 were granted by the IACHR. Ten of them correspond to protection
granted to independent journalists in Nicaragua in the context of repression and restriction of press freedom
that the courtry has been experiencing since the protests of April 2018:

17. MC 96820 - granted to the owner of Canal 12 Mariano Valle Peters, for the seizure of the media outlet
that could lead to its closure; MC 9020 - granted to tik toker Kevin Adrian Monzén Mora, ér threats,
detentions and acts of violence; MC 16068 - extension of precautionary measure granted to Confidencial
journalist Ivan Olivares; MC 36621 - granted to Radio La Costefiisima journalist KalUa Salazar, victim of threats,
harassment and surveillance; MC 31121 and 462-21 - granted to journalists Willih Francisco Narvaez Gonzéalez
and Alberto José Miranda Herrera; MC 8738 - extension of precautionary measure granted to journalist and
presidential pre-candidate Miguel Mora, who is under arrest; MQ061-20 - granted to journalist Georgina
Roxana Vargas Clarens, victim of threats, harassment and repression; MC-206 granted to journalist Jaime
José Arellano Arana, who is under house arrest; MC 723 - granted to journalist Miguel Mendoza, who is
under arrest; MC 50521 - granted to journalist Maria Lilly Delgado Talavera.



18. Nine of them correspond to protection granted to independent journalists and human rights defenders
in Cuba: MC 110420 - granted in favor of members of Movimiento San Isidro, aneixtended in favor of Aminta
D'Cardenas Soroa and Carlos Manuel Alvarez; MC 240 - granted in favor of members of Comité Ciudadanos
por la Integracion Racial, and extended in favor of Esber Rafael Ramirez Argota and Richard Adrian Zamora
Brito; MC 37420 - granted in favor of journalist Roberto de JesUs Quifiones Haces, who was detained,
threatened, harassed and intimidated; MC 5520 - granted in favor of Maria de los Angeles Matienzo Puerto
and Kirenia Yalit Nufiez Pérez; MC 2421 - granted in favor of Yoel Suarez Fernandez; MC 7681 and 992-21
- granted in favor of Héctor Luis Valdés Cocho and "X";

19. On the other hand, MC 2020 (Colombia) was granted in favor of journalist Ricardo Calderén, for
surveillance and threats against him; MC 5121 (Colombia) in favor of journalists José Alberto Tejada
Echeverri and Jonathan Buitrago; MC 4731 (El Salvador) in favor of human rights defender Bertha Maria
Deledn Gutiérrez, for threats and stigmatizing statements by public officials; and MC 82% (Honduras) in
favor of human rights defender Ligia del Carmen Ramos Zudiiga.

20. It should be noted that the granting of precautionary measures does not constitute a prejudgment on
the merits of the case. Precautionary measures arise from the need to adopt mechanisms to aw®dous,
imminent and irremediable harm to any of the rights enshrined in the American Convention, or to maintain
jurisdiction over the case, without the object of the case disappearing.

3) Public hearings

21.  The IACHR has received several requests foearings and working meetings on freedom of expression
in recent sessions. The Office of the Special Rapporteur participates actively in the hearings on freedom of
expression, preparing reports and making the corresponding interventions and followup.

22.  Thefollowing is a summary of the hearings in which the Office of the Special Rapporteur participated
in 2021.

State / Regional Session Title of the Hearing Date / Place

Cuba 17%eriod of Sessions New patternsof persecution of human rights March 18, 2021
of the InterAmerican  defenders in Cuba

Commission on

Human Rights.

Uruguay 179Regular Period of Access to truth, justice and reparation with a gender March 18, 2021
Sessions of the Inter  perspective in Uruguay

American Commission

on Human Rights

Mexico 179%eriod of Sessions Experience of the Mexican State with the System fo March 19, 2021
of the InterAmerican  Followup and Attention to International Human

Commission on Rights Recommendations (SERIDH)

Human Rights.




El Salvador

Nicaragua

Brazil
Mexico

179%eriod ofSessions
of the InterAmerican
Commission on
Human Rights.

179%eriod of Sessions
of the InterAmerican
Commission on
Human Rights.

180Period of Sessions
of the InterAmerican
Commission on
Human Rights.

180Regular Period of
Sessions of the Inter
American Commission
on Human Rights

180Period of Sessions
of the InterAmerican
Commission on
Human Rights.

180Period of Sessions
of the InterAmerican
Commission on
Human Rights.

180Period of Sessions
of the InterAmerican
Commission on
Human Rights.

180Period of Sssions
of the InterAmerican
Commission on
Human Rights.

SRFOE Hearing: Internet Content Moderation and  March 25, 2021
Freedom of Expression in the Americas

Criminalization of Human Rights Defenders inthe = March 25, 2021
Context of the COVHDO Pandemic in Venezuela

Hearing Situation of freedom of expression of social June 25, 2021
communicatorsn Chile

New patterns of persecution of human rights June 25, 2021
defenders and the situation of women human rights
defenders in Cuba

Hearing general situation of human rights in El June 30, 2021
Salvador

Hearing on the situation of poidal rights in the June 30, 2021
electoral context in Nicaragua

Situation of human rights in Brazil in the context of tl July 1, 2021
COVIEL9 pandemic

Protection of the human rights of human rights July 1, 2021
defenders and communicators in Mexico



181Period of Sessions Hearing: HumaiRights Situation in the Context of the October 21, 2021
of the InterAmerican  Protest in Cuba

Commission on

Human Rights.

Nicaragua 181Regular Period of Hearing: Situation of human rights and freedom of = October 22, 2021

Sessions of the Inter  expression in the electoral context in Niagua

American Commission
on Human Rights

Nicaragua 182Period of Sessions Hearing : MC 6938, 160618, 39919, 36621- Radio December 14, 2021
of the Inter-American  Dario, Confidencial, and La Costefiisima vs Nicarag

Commission on

Human Rights.

181Period of Sessions Hearing: Followup to the observations and October 26, 2021
of the InterAmerican recommendations of the working visit to Colombia

Commission on

Human Rights.

182Period of Sessions Hearing: Cse 4.196 Oswaldo Paya Sardinas, Harold December 14, 2021
of the InterAmerican  Cepero and others vs Cuba

Commission on

Human Rights.

182Period of Sessions Hearing: Situation of cultural rights and freedom of December 14, 2021
of the InterAmerican  expression in Brazil

Commission on

Human Rights.

Brasil

4) Seminars and workshops with strategic stakeholders in the region

23.  Seminars, workshops and training sessions are a fundamental tool in the promotion of the Office of the
Special Rapporteur on the interAmerican system for theprotection of human rights and the right to freedom
of expression. In the last twentyfour (24) years, the Office of the Special Rapporteur has organized several
seminars throughout the region with the cooperation of universities, governmental institutionsand non
governmental organizations.

24.  Hundreds of journalists, lawyers, university professors, judges, members of the Public Prosecutor's
Office, communication and law students, among others, have attended these trainings given by staff of the Office
of the Special Rapporteur, both in the capitals of the countries and in the most remote regions, where there is
often no access to information on the guarantees that can be invoked to protect the right to freedom of thought
and expression.



25.  Meetings with stakehobers enhance the possibility that more people will use the InteAmerican
Human Rights System to raise their problems and present their complaints. Likewise, the seminars have
expanded the network of contacts of the Office of the Special Rapporteur. Funthere, the workshops and
working meetings have allowed the Office of the Special Rapporteur to work closely with strategic actors to
promote the application of international standards in domestic legal systems.

26.  The following is a summary of the main semina and workshops held by the Office of the Special
Rapporteur during 202.1

\[o} Date Event Organizers Observation
/Country

January 27,  Webinar: Inter-American Special Rapporteur Pedro Vaca
2021 "Deplatforming Dialogue participated as a panelist in the Webinar:

Trump: "Deplatforming Trump: Implications for

Implications for Luminate Group Latin America."

Latin America."
The event discussed the regulation and
moderation of online content and
expression, its specific challenges in Latin
America, and possible regulatory
approaches that can ensure that digital
environments uphold democratic norms
and comply with international human
rights standards. The webinar also
featured presentations by Mchael
Camilleri, director of the Peter D. Bell
Program on the Rule of Law in the Inter
American Dialogue, moderation by
Gabriela Hadid, director of Luminate,
Vanessa Rubio, professor in practice at the
LSE and former senator and vice minister
of Mexico, Mariana Valente, director of
InternetLab, and Javier Pallero, director of
global policy at Access Now.



February 2, Online event:

2021 Launching of the
report "Situation of
the defense of
human rights and
free expression in
Mexico since the
COVID19
pandemic".

February 11, Webinar European
2021 Union and CPP

Espacio de
QOrganizaciones de la
Sociedad Civil para la
proteccion de
personas defensoras y
periodistas (Espacio
OSQ - Front Line
Defenders- Iniciativa
Mesoamericana de
Mujeres Defensoras de
Derechos Humanos
(IM-Defensoras)- Red
Nacional de Mujeres
Defensoras de
Derechos Humanos en
México (RNDDHM)
Centro por la Justicia y
el Derecho
Internacional (CEJIL)

Peruvian Press
Council

The SpecidRapporteur Pedro Vaca
participated as a panelist in the event to
launch the report "Situation of the defense
of human rights and free expression in
Mexico since the COVIR19 pandemic”,
during the event the Rapporteur spoke
about the obligations of statesn terms of
protection of human rights defenders and
journalists and special protection in the
context of COVIBL19.

Special Rapporteur Pedro Vaca
participated as a panelist in the European
Union and CPP Webinar where topics of
interest to the office were discussed, such
as peaceful protest and the right to
freedom of expression, mativations and
consequences of attacksrmjournalists
covering protests by law enforcement and
how the media censors protest speech.



February 18,
2021

Online Event: "The
Role of the UN
Human Rights
Council in the
continuing human
rights crisis in
Nicaragua".

Amnesty International
- Center Pr Justice and
International Law
(CEJIL)- Centro
Nicaragiiese de los
Derechos Humanos
(CENIDH)- Colectivo
de Derechos
Humamos Nicaragua
Nunca Mas- Iniciativa
Mesoamericana de
Mujeres Defensoras de
Derechos Humanos
(IM Defensoras)-
Iniciativa
Nicaragiens de
Defensoras de
Derechos Humanos
(IND) - Instituto
Internacional sobre
Raza, Equality (Raza e
Igualdad) - Women's
Autonomous
Movement (MAM)-
World Organization
Against Torture
(OMCT)- International
Service for Human
Rights (ISHR)- Legal
Defense Unit(UDJ),
and Registry Unit
(UDR)

Special Rapporteur Pedro Vaca
participated as a panelist in the event:
"The Role of the UN Human Rights Counci
in the continuing human rights crisis in
Nicaragua, where he was in charge of
presenting the problem of forced
displacement of journalists, the impact of
the Foreign Agents Law on freedom of
expression in Nicaragua and the relevance
of a coordinated monitoring of the human
rights situation in Nicaragua among
protection systems.



5. February 26,
2021

March 19,
2021

7. March 23,
2021

Virtual Seminar
"Situation of
Freedom of
Expression and
Journalism in the
Americas."

the 5th meeting of
the ParlAmericas
Open Parliament
Network:
Countering
misinformation to
promote
responsible public
debate.

"Virtual Table in
Memory of
Miroslava".

Summits of the

Americas Secretariat

Office of the Special
Rapporteur for
Freedom of

Expression (SRFOE) of

the Inter-American
Commission on
Human Rights
(IACHR)

ParlAmericas Open
Parliament Network.

Reporters without
borders

The Summits Secretariat, together with
the Special Rapporteurship for Freedom of
Expression of the IACHR, organized the
virtual seminar: "Situation of Freedom of
Expression and Journalism in the
Americas", whichwas a space to establish
a direct dialogue with relevant actors such
as journalism associations, investigative
journalists promoting agendas at the
regional level, international organizations
in the field or think tanks interested in the
protection of freedom of expression.

Special Rapporteur Pedro Vaca was
invited to participate in the event
Countering Disinformation to Promote
Responsible Public Debate organized by
the ParlAmericas Open Parliament
Network.

The event addressed the issue of
disinformation from 5 key aspects, where
the Rapporteur had the opportunity to
speak about the experience of & IACHR
on this issue and present the
recommendations included in the Guide to
Guarantee Freedom of Expression in the
face of deliberate disinformation in
electoral contexts.

Special Rapporteur Pedro Vaca was
invited to participate in the event "Mesa
Virtual en Memoria de Miroslava", which
aimed to address the relevance of the first
conviction against one of the perpetrators
of the crime (50 years inprison), and a
criminal proceeding against a former
public official. The event was also a space
to address a message to the authorities of
the Mexican State to comply with its duty
to procure and impart full justice, that all
those materially and intellectually
responsible for the murder be brought
before the courts of justice and that the
victims be fully compensated.



March 23rd Presentation of the ARTICLE 19 Office for Special Rapporteur Pedro Vaca was

2020 annual report Mexico andCentral invited to participate as a panelist in the
"Distortion: the America panel discussion for the presentation of
discourse against the 2020 annual report "Distorsion: el
reality". discurso contra la realidad" (Distortion:

discourse versus reality) ofArticle 19
Office for Mexico and Central America

During the event, the increased
degradation of public debate and
censorship mechanisms as a result of the
pandemic, violations of the rights to
freedom of expression and information,
and the erosive role of officialdiscourse on
freedom of the press were discussed.

March 25, Virtual discussion  Fundacion Periodistas Special Rapporteur Pedro Vaca was
2021 3 years ago We're  Sin Cadenas invited to participate as a panelist in the
3 years away virtual conversation 3 years ago we are

missing 3 organized by the foundation
Periodistas sin cadenas, which aimed to
evaluate the state of the investigations
into the case of the kidnapping and
subsequent murder, in 2018, of the El
Comercio journalistic team.

During the ever, the actions taken during
the three years were analyzed, as well as
the outstanding debts of the governments
of Lenin Moreno, in Ecuador, and Ivan
Duque, in Colombia.

They also addressed the fulfillment of the
responsibilities of the respective
institutions in charge of promoting the
investigation processes of this case, in
order to guarantee the application of
justice and the corresponding reparation.



March 30,
2021

April 23rd

Aprilso

April 30

Event on freedom
of expression and
elections in
Nicaragua

IAPA Mid-Year
Meeting

Inter-American
Dialogue

Permanent Mission of
Canada to the OAS
Global Affairs Canada

Inter American Press
Association|APA

WPFC Session with Article 19 London

Special
Rapporteurs

Regional Forum for
Latin America and
the Caribbean-
World Press
Freedom Day 2021

UNESCO Regional
Bureau of Science for
Latin America and the
Caribbean

UNDP Regional
Bureau for Latin
America and the
Caribbean

The Inter-American Dialogue organized
the online event "Freedom of Expression
and Elections in Nicaragua" with the
support of Global Affairs Canada. The
panel discussed howiolations of freedom
of expression and restrictions on press
freedom have affected journalism in the
country, and how these restrictions will
affect the upcoming elections on
November 7 of this year. Special
Rapporteur Pedro Vaca attended as a
panelist and was in charge of the closing
remarks of the event.

Special Rapporteur Pedro Vaca
participated in the mid-year meeting of
the Inter American Press Association in
the panelentitled "Government
oppression in Nicaragua".

Special Rapporteur Pedro Vaca
participated in the session organized for
Special Rapporteurs in the framework of
World Press Freedom Dawrganized by
articulo 19 London to discuss the
challenges of protecting information and
the public good and the importance of
information for freedom of expression and
freedom of the media.

Special Rapporteur Pedro Vaca was
invited as a Panelist to the Regional Forun
for Latin America and the Caribbean
within the panel "Strengthening the
capacities of Media and Information
Literacy in times of disinformation and
hate speech" where he had the
opportunity to talk about media and
information literacy of citizens and how it
can ontribute to defend and demand
journalism as a fundamental part of
information as a common good.



15

16

17

18

[EEY

May 1

May 3

May 3

May 4, 2021

May 6, 2021

Tenth Biennial
General Assembly

IV Europe Latin
America
Journalism
Meeting

Launch of Report
on Freedom of
Expression in
Guatemala

World Press
Freedom Day
2021: Media
Defence Webinar
on SLAPPs

Meeting of experts
on academic
freedom

Caribbean Association Special Rapporteur Pedro Vaca was

of Media Workers

IPYS

Article 19-Mexico, as
well as Article 35 and

Centro Civitas,
Guatemala.

Media Defence

Office of the Special
Rapporteur for
Freedom of
Expression

Inter-American
Commission on
Human Rights

invited to participate in the tenth general
assembly of the Caribbean Media Workers
Association to discuss the urgent need for
effective access to information laws in the
Caribbean and also ways in which the
region can work with the Rapporteurship
to improve the overall freedom of
expressionlandscape in the region.

Special Rapporteur Pedro Vaca was
invited to participate in the IV Europe
Latin America Journalism Meeting, which
was a scenario for the exchange of
experiences, techniges and tools between
journalists from Europe and Latin
America.

Special Rapporteur Pedro Vaca was
invited to participate in the launching
event of the report by the organizations
Article 19-Mexico, as well as Article 35 anc
Centro Civitas, from Guatemalan the
state of freedom of expression in
Guatemala, with emphasis on the problem
of violence against journalists.

Special Rapporteur Pedro Vaca was
invited to participate as a speaker in the
webinar organized by Media Defence to
discuss the use of abusive litigation to
silence journalists around the world. The
webinar was held as part of UNESCO's
World Press Freedom Ry. The aim of the
event was to raise awareness of this form
of censorship and share knowledge on
how best to counter it.

The Office of the Special Rapporteur for
Freedom of Expression of the IACHR
convened a group of experts on Academic
Freedom in order to share with them a
first draft of the document on principles of
Inter-American standards oracademic
freedom and to generate a space for
discussion and feedback to nurture the
document.



19.

20.

May 26, 2021 University of
Pretoria's
Advanced Program
of Human Rights
Courses

May 27, 2021 Facebook's
Oversight Board
Decisions:
Implications for
Latin America and
the Global South".

University of Pretoria

Inter-American
Dialogue

Special Rapporteur Pedro Vaca was
invited to participate as a panelist at the
University of Pretoria's Advanced Human
Rights program on Police Blockade:
Accountability and Oversight of the
Criminal Justice System in times of COVAD
19. During the session the Rapporteur
was able to share some practidexamples
of derogations to the right to freedom of
assembly and freedom of expression and
the impact this has had on the various
protests in the region and took the
opportunity to promote the work of the
Office of the Rapporteur to safeguard the
right to freedom of assembly and freedom
of expression during the pandemic and in
the context of all the derogations that have
been implemented since the beginning of
the pandemic.

Special Rapporteur Pedro Vaca
participated as a special guest in the
activity organized by the InterrAmerican
Dialogue on "The Decisions of Facebook's
Oversight Board: Their Implications for
Latin America and the Global South",
which aimed to exchange information and
reflections on the basic components of
Facebook's Oversight Board, the rationale
for its decisions and the implications for
the region and the Global South, as well as
to discuss and refleton existing

regulatory proposals in the region in
relation to content moderation on digital
platforms.



21.

22.

23.

May 31, 2021

June 11,
2021

June 29,
2021

Inaugural Lecture ~ American University's
of the Twenty- Academy of Human
Second Program of Rights and
Advanced Studies  International

in Human Rights Humanitarian Law
and International

Humanitarian Law

- American

University

Event: RightsCon
Emergency Session R3D Mexico
Mexico: Digital

Rights at Risk.

Event: "Standards  Observacom
for a democratic

regulation of large  Cainfo

internet

platforms". UNDP Uruguay

The Academy of Human Rights and
International Humanitarian Law of
American University invited Special
Rapporteur Pedro Vaca to deliver the
Inaugural Lecture of the Twery-Second
Program of Advanced Studies in Human
Rights and International Humanitarian
Law. The lecture addressed the challenges
of freedom of expression in a region
affected by the pandemic, threats to the
rule of law and repression of social
demands: reflections and agenda to
counteract them. On this topic, the
Rapporteur had the opportunity to discuss
the work being carried out by the office
with respect to these issues, as well as
current and future challenges.

The Special Rapporteur Pedro Vaca was
invited by the Network in Defense of
Digital Rights R3D to participate as a
speaker in the discussion: "Mexico's
emergency session: digital rigks at risk",
held as part of the tenth edition of the
digital rights conference RightsCon.
During the event, some of the challenges
facing these rights in Mexico were
analyzed, such as the surveillance of
human rights defenders and the situation
of journalists and freedom of expression in
the country.

Special Rapporteur Pedro Vaca was
invited to participate as a speaker athe
event organized by Observacom and
Cainfo "Standards for a democratic
regulation of large Internet platforms".
During the event, a series of principles
compatible with human rights and
recommendations for the creation of
mechanisms for selregulation, co-
regulation and public regulation of large
platforms were discussed and analyzed.



24,

25.

June 29,
2021

July 1 and 15, Listening sessions

2021

How does Google
news work?

with Venezuelan
journalists

Google

Office of the Special
Rapporteur for
Freedom of
Expression of the
IACHR

Organizacién Espacio
Publico Venezuela

The Special Rapporteur Pedro Vaca
together with Edgar Huaranga and Eva
Lopez, Fellows of theRapporteurship
attended a closed event convened by
Google News and aimed at Civil Society
Organizations, think tanks and academia
in the region, which aimed to share
information on the operation of Google
products and programs and generate a
close space foexchange and dialogue
about the news ecosystem in Latin
America.

The Ofice of the Special Rapporteur for
Freedom of Expression and the
organization Espacio Publico held two
virtual sessions with Venezuelan
journalists during the month of July to
receive information and gather input on
the challenges faced by journalists ithe
daily exercise of their work and to listen to
their examples of resilience.

On this occasion, journalists had a space t
draw attention to various problems,
challenges and obstructions to their work,
mentioning for example that the pandemic
has exacebated the abuse of power by the
current government administration and
law enforcement agencies that have used
the excuse of the pandemic to further
intimidate journalists, to block access to
the Internet and digital portals as a form of
censorship at a time when access to
information is even more crucial for
citizens.



26.

27.

July 2, 2021

July 23, 2021

Webinar; Cases Observacom
Mayan Community

Radio vs. State of AMARGALC
Guatemala before NETWORK

the Inter-American
Court of Human
Rights

Event: Latin
America and the
challenges for
freedom of
expression in this
decade 2020/2030

Federal University of
Rio Grande dd\orte -
Brazil

Special Rapporteur Pedro Vacaas

invited by Observacom and AMARBLC to
participate as a panelist in the webinar
organized on the occasion of the
presentation of the case on Mayan
community radio stations vs. the State of
Guatemala before the InterAmerican
Court of Human Rights. Thease relates to
the obstacles faced by four community
radio stations operated by indigenous
peoples in GuatemalaKaqchikel Maya,
Achi Maya de San Miguel Chicaj, Mam
Maya de Cajola and Maya de Todos Santa
de Cuchumatanto freely exercise their
freedom ofexpression and cultural rights
due to the existence of legal obstacles to
access radio frequencies.

Special Rapporteur Pedro Vaca was
invited to participate as a panelist in the
virtual conversation Latin America and the
challenges for freedom of expression in
this decadeorganized by theFederal
University of Rio Grande do Norte in
Brazil. The purpose of the event was to
discuss contemporary issues related to
human rights in Latin America and to
contribute to the process of confronting
historical inequalities and discrimination
against Latin American peoples, which
have worsened in the curent scenario of
the Covid-19 pandemic.

Also participating in the panel were Olivia
Bandeira- from Colectivo Brasil de
Comunicacgéo Social (Intervozes/Brazil);
and Alice Andrade- Professor in the
Graduate Program in Media Studies at the
Federal Universityof Rio Grande do Norte
- Brazil/lUFRN.



July 26, 2021

29. August 9,
2021

August 12,
2021

August 17,
2021

International
Course on Public
Policy in Human
Rights IPPDH

Virtual discussion
on a fairer and
non-discriminatory
digital
environment

Detox Information
Project

Webinar: Freedom
of Expression
Rights and
obligations of
journalists to
reporting in
conflict zones

IPPDH Institute for
Public Policy in
Human Rights

Inter-American
Commission on
Human Rights-CIDH

Subsecretaria de
DDHH y Pluralismo
Cultural and

Dialogando BA (GCBA)

Chicos Net
CEJIL

Web Observatory and

360° Participation

DIP - Detox
Information Project

National Press
Association- ANP
Bolivia

Special Rapporteur Pedro Vaca was in
charge of delivering the corresponding
synchronous class for thdPPDH
international course on public policy in
human rights corresponding to the
module on production of and access to
information. The purpose of the clas was
to discuss the relevance of the right to
information in its multiple dimensions for
the functioning of democratic systems of
government and the centrality it acquires
as a crosscutting principle in the rights-
based approach to the formulation and
monitoring of public policies.

The Special Rapporteur Pedro Vaca was
invited to participate as a panelist in the
discussion "afairer digital environment
without discrimination" organized by the
Undersecretariat for Human Rights and
Cultural Pluralism of Buenos Aires. The
event aimed to generate a space for
participation and articulation between the
State, civil society and the private sector ta
share ideas, visions, questions and
proposals for solutions to address the
problem of discrimination and the
responsible use of soial networks and the
Internet.

Special Rapporteur Pedro Vaca was
invited to participate in the Detox
Information Project which seeks to use
behavioral science to reduceolarization,
disinformation and detoxify information
environments.

The Special Rapporteur Pedro Vaca was
invited to participate as a panelist in the
event Freedom of Expression: Rights and
Obligations of Journalists to inform in
conflict zones organized by ANP Bolivia.
During the event, the Special Rapporteur
had the opportunity to speak about how
the international community addresses
the aggression against journalists and its
impact on the development of their work.



August 23,
2021

August 24,
2021

August 26,
2021

September
14, 2021

Internal
discussion:
Technology for
human rights:
spaces and
challenges in the
Americas.

Expert Dialogue on
Active
Transparency,
Access to
Information and
Open Data in a
global health
emergency.

Foro Ambito
Juridico 30 years
Colombian Political
Constitution

Event:

20 years of the
Inter-American
Democratic
Charter (IDC),

Office of the Special
Rapporteur for
Freedom of
Expression-
IACHR/SRFOE

Office of the Special
Rapporteur for
Freedom of
Expression-
IACHR/SRFOE

Legis

Legal Scope

Secretariat for the
Strengthening of
Democracy- OAS

Konrad Adenauer
Stiftung (KAS)
Foundation

The Office of the Special Rapporteur for
Freedom of Expression organized an
internal conversation aimed at the
different coordinating offices of the IACHR
with the objective of generating a
conversation on issues related to
technology, human rights and the mandate
of the Commission in order to generate
inputs and capacities for a better
understanding and inclusion of this topic
within the Commission as a whole.

As part of the process opreparing the
index document on Active Transparency
and Access to Information in the Context
of a Health Emergency for the Americas,
the Office of the Special Rapporteur for
Freedom of Expression organized a closec
discussion forum on active transparency,
access to information and open data in a
global health emergency. The objective of
the meeting was to generate a space to
analyze the information gathered in the
documents that will be presented to the
Commission and to discuss possible
recommendations, eperiences and points
of view of professionals from various
disciplines. The discussion was attended
by a group of 9 experts on the subject from
both civil society and academia.

Special Rapporteur Pedro Vaca was
invited to participate in the Legal Forum
30 years of the Colombian Constitution
within the panel on the national and
international context of constitutional
guarantees for freedom of expression,
freedom of the press and the right to
information.

Special Rapporteur Pedro Vaca was
invited to participate in the event
organized on the occasion of the 20th
anniversary of the Inter-American
Democratic Charter (IDC) where he had
the opportunity to speak aboutthe right to
public information and the effective
exercise of democracy.



36.

37.

38.

September
15, 2021

September
28, 2021

September
28, 2021

Event: Office of the Special
Tech4Rights: Rapporteur for
Human Rightsina Freedom of

world of Expression-
hyperconnectivity  IACHR/SRFOE

and exclusion

Brazilian Chamber of
Deputies

Meeting on PL
2,630/2020

Virtual Round
Table for Latin

UNESCO Regional
Office for Latin

America: America and the
Caribbean

"The Right of

Access to

Information:

achievements,
challenges and
opportunities of its
monitoring at
national, regional
and international
levels".

The Office of the Special Rapporteur for
Freedom of Expression of the Inter
American Commission on Human Rights
organized the event: Tech4Rights: Human
Rights in a world between
hyperconnectivity and exclusion, with the
aim of generating a space for refld®mn on
the current state of the Internet,
technology and mass communication tools
from a human rights perspective and
standards on freedom of expression. The
event was attended byexperts and
academics from the region.

Special Rapporteur Pedro Vaca was
invited by the Brazilian Chamber of
Deputies to participate as a speaker, in a
Public Hearing Meeting regarding the
debate of the bill PL 2.630/2020, and
related legislation, which aims to improve
the Brazilian legislation on freedom,
accountability and transparency of the
Internet - GTNET in which he debated on
"Law enforcement and compliance: who
regulates?"

Special Rapporteur Pedro Vaca was
invited to participate as a speaker at the
event organized on the occasion of the
International Universal Access Day
(IDUAI) 2021. The UNESCO Office in
Montevideo convened a roundtable with
experts from the region to promde an
exchange on the monitoring and reporting
process around the implementation of
access to information legislation, oriented
to the fulfillment of the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGSs), especially
target 16.10.2.



39!

40.

41.

September
29, 2021

September
29, 2021

October 7,
2021

Freedom onthe Freedom House
Net 2021: The
Global Drive to

Control Big Tech

Training Course on
the Inter-American
Human Rights
System "Héctor Fix
Zamudio", 2021
edition

Observatory of the
Inter-American
Human Rights System

Instituto de
Investigaciones
Juridicas de la
Universidad Nacional
Auténoma de México-
UNAM (Institute of
Legal Research of the
National Autonomous
University of Mexico).

Article 19 MX-
Friedrich Naumann
Stiftung,

"Freedom of
Expression in the
Digital Age"- Panel
on Regulatory
Importation in the
GlobalNorth.

Special Rapporteur Pedro Vaca was
invited to participate as a panelist at the
Freedom of the Net 2021 event. During the
event, the different regulations of the web
at a global level and theiimpact on
Internet freedom were discussed.
Different topics were analyzed such as the
rise of increasing regulations, how the
laws that regulate online content differ,
personal data and competition between
different contexts and how they protect or
undermine human rights online.

The National Autonomous University of
Mexico invited Rapporteur Pedro Vaca to
join the faculty of the "Héctor Fix
Zamudio" Training Course on the Inter
American Human Rights System, 2021
edition, to teach the class Freedom of
Expression and Democracy.

This Diploma Course, which has been helc
since 2013 in agreement with the IACHR,
is a specialized training activity with a

high acadenic level in the Inte-American
Human Rights System aimed at students,
members of civil society organizations and
public officials.

Participation of Eva Lopez as Tech4Rights
Fellow in the event organized by Article 19
on the effects of the importation of
legislation from the global north and its
effects on the public debateapproach
related to the Dialogue of the Americas
within the axis Deterioration of the Public
Debate.



42.

43.

44,

October 12,
2021

October 14,
2021

October 14,
2021

International
Commission of Jurists

Event:
"International
Seminar on the
challenges to
exercise freedom
of expression in
Latin America".

Podcast Batalhas  Digital Batalhas

Digitais Digitais da Coalizéo
Episode 17- Direitos na Rede
Freedom of

expression in the

Americas

School of Social
Sciences and

Social Science Day: Government,

"The power behind Tecnolégico de

a hashtag: social Monterrey, Querétaro
networks and Campus

freedom of

expression".

Semiannual event

Special Rapporteur Pedro Vaca was
invited to give the inaugural lecture at the
International Seminar on the challenges to
freedom of expression in Latin America,
organized by the International
Commission of Jurists.

The congress was a space for independen
journalists to discuss the obstacles and
challenges they face in the exercise of thei
work, as well as to highlight the
importance of the role played by freedom
of expression in strengthening democracy
and the chalenges for its protection from

a Latin American context.

The 17th episode of the Digital Battles
podcast, from the Rights on the Net
Coalition, received the Special Rapporteur
for Freedom of Expression of the Inter
American Commission on Human Rights,
Pedro Vaca, and Bia Barbosa, member of
the board of directors of the Comité Gestor
da Internet no Brasil (CGl.br) and of the
Rights on the Net Coalition. The meeting
(podcast) addressed the current situation
of the human right to freedom of
expression in the region, the challenges
related to content moderation and
regulation of digital platforms, as well as
the electoral and democratic contexts in
the region.

Special Rapporteur Pedro Vaca was
invited to participate in the Seminar
organized by the Instituto Tecnolégico de
Monterrey to give a keynote lecture on
social networks and freedom of
expression. The conference was followed
by a panel of experts who discussed
freedom of expression from a
multidisciplinary perspective from law,
political science, international relations
and communication.






46.

October 20,
2021

Launch event of
the Joint Statement
on Political
Leaders, Public
Officials and
Freedom of
Expression 2021

Office of the Special
Rapporteur for
Freedom of
Expression of the
IACHR

Article 19 London

The Office of the Special Rapporteur for
Freedom of Expression, in conjunction
with Articulo 19 London, organized the
launch event for the Joint Declaration on
Political Leaders, Public Officials and
Freedom of Expression.

The joint declarations of the feedom of
expression rapporteurships have been
adopted annually since 1999, and cover
current universal challenges to freedom of
expression. The event that referred to the
22nd Joint Declaration featured
interventions by Pedro Vaca, Special
Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression of
the Organization of American States (OAS
Irene Khan, United Nations Special
Rapporteur on the promotion and
protection of the right to freedom of
opinion and expression, and Teresa
Ribeiro, Representative on Freedom of the
Media of the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), under the
moderation of Courtney Radsch of Atrticle
19.

The Declaration addresses concerns abou
the degradation of political discourse in
many parts of the world and the rise of
"strong actor politics," which often
promotes populism, elevates isolationist
attitudes and criticizes democratic
institutions and limits to the exercise of
power. Throughout the event, topics
discussed included key concerns and
challenges for the political expres®n and
actions of political leaders and public
officials online and offline, efforts needed
to establish a political culture that ensures
public confidence in the transparency and
fairness of democratic systems and to
foster a culture of public service irthe
public interest, and the responsibilities of
states and other key actors, especially
political parties, social networking
companies and the media in this area.



47.

48.

49.

October 22,
2021

October 24,
2021

October 28,
2021

"Harassment and
Stigmatization of
Journalists:
Situation in
Uruguayand
Regional Context™
Day of the
Journalist and
Media Workers in
Uruguay

Podcast:

Rights Machines

CELE Legislative
Discussion

Module IV:
Rapporteurship on
Freedom of

Expression IACHR:

Dialogue of the
Americas on
freedom of
expression on the
Internet.

Archive and Access to

Public Information
Center (CAinfo)
Uruguay.

Project:

Rights Machine

Center for Studies on

Freedom of

Expression and Access
to Information (CELE)

at the University of
Palermo

The event was attended by RELE's
Rapporteur Pedro Vaca and Tech4Rights
Fellow Eva Lépez.

The intervention coveredthe importance
of the role of journalists and media
workers in the quality of public debate, as
well as the particular attention that
harassment of journalists who are women
or belong to particularly vulnerable
populations requires.

Special Rapporteur Pedro Vaca
participated in the fourth episode of the
podcast Maquina de dereitos, which
explored the functions of the people in
charge of directing the InterAmerican
Commission on Human Rights and its
Special Rapporteurships in order to
promote awareness of the ISHR in Brazil.
The podcast also featured the intervention
of Commissioner Flavia Piovesan.

The Conversatory was aimed at legislative
advisors of the 9 Congresses that make ug
the field of study of the Regional
Legislative Observatory In this space,
several topics were discussed tated to
the role of Internet companies and their
impact on the exercise of fundamental
rights; transparency and auditing in the
platforms, the responsibility of
intermediaries, surveillance, due diligence
and human rights impact assessments. On
this occason, the Special Rapporteur for
Freedom of Expression, Pedro Vaca, was
invited to moderate Module IV on the
Dialogue of the Americas. The Special
Rapporteur introduced the Dialogue of the
Americas, its main thematic axes
(deterioration of public debate, diital
literacy for the development of civic skills
and moderation of content on the
Internet), as well as the opportunities for
participation available on the Dialogue of
the Americas website.



https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fobservatoriolegislativocele.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7CCIDHRELAInt2%40oas.org%7Cf1dd38ebbe574b97061108d98f3327bf%7C4fdc3f2315064175958c37999cee0941%7C0%7C0%7C637698272148941745%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=sPMrw9DUr3y1XA9XuYsbVUR%2FcWirT48VBV1sDAKMg%2F8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fobservatoriolegislativocele.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7CCIDHRELAInt2%40oas.org%7Cf1dd38ebbe574b97061108d98f3327bf%7C4fdc3f2315064175958c37999cee0941%7C0%7C0%7C637698272148941745%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=sPMrw9DUr3y1XA9XuYsbVUR%2FcWirT48VBV1sDAKMg%2F8%3D&reserved=0
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51.

October 28,
2021

November 2,
2021

Seattle International
Foundation

Central American
Donor Forum
Central Amelica

International Day UNESCO New York
to End Impunity
for Crimes against

Journalists

Event: Hate Speech
and the Safety of
Women Journalists

Special Rapporteur Pedro Vaca
participated in CADF 2021, in the forum
"Alliances to heal and rebuild", which
aimed to promote a space for discussion
about what paths-led by the strength of
social movements and alliance- are
necessary to heal and rebuild the region in
the face of the effects of a pandemic, the
passage of two major hurricanes and the
recent challenges to democracy.

In commemoration of the International
Day to End Impunity for Crimes against
Journalists, UNESCO New Yodkganized
an event that brought together world
leaders, experts from technical agencies,
media, civil society and UN Member States
to discuss the impact of hate speech on the
safety of journalists, especially women,
and explored ways in which impunity
could be addressed.

The Special Rapporteur participated in the
panel which discussed the role of political
actors, the politics of digital platforms in
relation to a regulatory climate in which
online and offline impunity can and does
develop with relative ease. The event
served as a platform for the Rapporteur to
present the Joint Declaration on Freedom
of Expression 2021 which refers to the
narratives of Political Leaders on the
Press, emphasizing the concern caused by
the increasing tendency of political laders
to target and stigmatize vulnerable
groups, individuals and journalists, who
participate in the public debate, which
generates an effect of selensorship and
reduction of civic space.



52.

53.

November 2,
2021

November 3,
2021

Virtual forum;

International Day
to End Impunity
for Crimes against
Journalists

Launching Event:
The repressive
machinery against
human rights
defenders and
democracy in
Nicaragua

Press and Society
Institute IPYS

UNESCO

Observatory for the
Protection of Human
Rights Defenders
(FIDH-OMCT)

Nicaraguan Center for
Human Rights CENIDH

Special Rapporteur Pedro Vaca was
invited by IPYS and UNESCO to participat:
in the virtual forum in commemoration of
the International Day to End Impunity for
Crimes against Journalists. During the
event, the Rapporteur referred to the
actions and monitoring activities being
carried out by the office with reference to
cases of impunity against crimes and
violence against journalists.

Special Rapporteur Pedro Vaca was
invited to participate in the launch event
of the report "Nicaragua's New Laws of
Repression- 39 New Detainees", which
refers to the regulatory framework that
integrates the governmental repertoire of
repression of the Otega-Murillo Regime,
to restrict the democratic space for
individuals and organizations defending
human rights and political opponents in
Nicaragua.



54.

November 4,
2021

Latin American
Internet Association
(ALAI) with the

DigiEcon LATAM
2021- The Meeting
Place for the
Digital Economy
Latin America ECLAC and eLAC.
Thematic session:

Building together

to improve digital

coexistence and

public debate

support of IDB, INTAL,

DigiEcon Latam 2021 was attended by
representatives of the different sectors
that define the transformation and
economic digital development of the
region. Among them, international
organizations, public policy makers from
different governments, private sector of
the Internet industry, technical
community and representatives of civil
society. The forum aimed to analyze digital
development as a driver of human, social
and economic development in the medium
and long term, and its role as a factor of
economic recovery in the current complex
context of crisis. Issues related to the
development d the regional digital
economy, the digital divide and the
opportunities for economic recovery were
discussed Post COVID. On this occasion,
and on the occasion of the launch of the
Dialogue of the Americas on freedom of
expression on the Internet, the Speaal
Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression,
Pedro Vaca, participated as moderator of
session three (3) "Building together to
improve digital coexistence and public
debate" in which he discussed the
challenges of coexistence in the digital
environment, the pdarization of public
debate and how tools such as digital
education and content moderation should
be used to improve this coexistence in a
manner consistent with human rights.



55.

56.

November 8,
2021

November
11, 2021

Thematic event on
the deterioration
of public debate
"How to
strengthen our
democracies: the
role of our public
leadership".

Office of the Special
Rapporteur for
Freedom of
Expression of the
IACHR and the Center
for Studies on
Freedom of
Expression and Acess
to Information (CELE)

With the support of
the Inter-American
Institute of Human
Rights (11DH)

DEMOCRACY AND Public Space

ELECTIONS event:
socially
responsible
coverage

Venezuela

In order to open the discussion and offer
recommendations from the Inter
American Human Rights System, RELE
convened a variety of actors to participate
in a multi -sectoral dialogue- the Dialogue
of the Americas on freedom of expression
on the Internet. This first event was
attended by the Center for Studies on
Freedom of Expression and Access to
Information (CELE) and the Inter
American Institute of Human Rghts
(IIDH), and representatives of civil society
organizations. The purpose of this space
was to discuss the role of our public
leaders and their duty of care in the
scenarios of political participation and
deliberation, as well as the special
responsibilities of public officials
regarding their discourse, based on the
most recent study: The Lies of Public
Officials, Does It Have Short Legs or Long
Effects?

The Special Rapporteur Pedro Vaca was
invited to participate in the Elections and
Democracy forum organized by Espacio
Publico to discuss new forms of
journalistic practice in restrictive
environments and the challenges to
develop quality journalism in the
Venezuelan context. The Rapporteur was
called to speak about the guarantees for
freedom of expression in the face of
deliberate disinformation in electoral
contexts under the Venezuelan scenario.



November
11, 2021

58. November
12, 2021

November
16, 2021

November
16, 2021

Colombian Internet
Governance Board

Eighth Colombian
Internet
Governance Forum

Il International University of
Congress on Magdalena
Human Rights and

International ICRC

Humanitarian Law

"Public Powers and Technological
Social University Institution
Manifestations". of Antioquia

Magdalena Newspaper

Training for CAINFO
Journalists

"Monitoring and

Indicators of

Threats to

Freedom of

Expression and

Access to Public

Information”.

Twitter Content RELE- Article 19 MX
Moderation Space CA

"What Does What

We Don't See Say?

Inequality and

Exclusion in

Virtual Civic

Space."”

The Colombian Internet Governance
Roundtable organized the eighth version ol
the Colombian Internet Governance Forum
which brought together national and
international experts, representatives of
civil society organizations, the private

sector, academia and government tc
discuss issues such as freedom ¢
expression, responsibility of

intermediaries, access and inclusion, anc
cybersecurity. Special Rapporteur Pedrc
Vaca was invital to participate as a speaker
to talk about the work being done through
the Dialogue of the Americas on Freedom ¢
Expression on the Internet and its
importance for Internet governance.

Special Rapporteur Pedro Vaca was
invited to give the closing lectureof the IlI
International Congress on Human Rights
and International Humanitarian Law,
where he explained the relationship
between human rights and social
demonstrations, focusing on the problems
of violations of freedom of expression and
the challenges fo the application of
human rights in these contexts.

Eva Lopez, Tech4Rights Fellow,
participated as a guest speaker to address
how threats to freedom of expression are
manifested in the digital environment,

with a gender focus.

Twitter Space ceorganized with Article 19
offices in Mexico and Central America,
based on Article 19's study "Removal of
Content: Inequality and Exclusion in the
Virtual Civic Space".

This event aldressed the thematic axis of
content moderation and was attended by
representatives of OBSERVACOM,
SOCIALTIC, MOZILLA and TWITTER.
Article 19 moderated the event.



61.

62.

November
18, 2021

November
23, 2021

Launching of the
report: "Right to
Information and
National Security".

Office of the Special
Rapporteur for

Z SRFOE IACHR.

With the support
of Open Society
Foundations (OSF)

LAC IGF 2021 LACIGF14 Program
Committee
Session: "The role

of technology in

situations of

tension in

democratic

regimes:. How

internet

governance can

contribute to a

fundamental

rights-based

deployment of

technology".

Freedom of Expression

On the occasion of International Access to
Public Information Day 2020, the Office of
the Special Rapporteur fofFreedom of
Expression of the InterFAmerican
Commission on Human Rights published
its thematic report "Right to Information
and National Security".The Special
Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression,
Pedro Vaca, was in charge of moderating
the panel, made umf several experts from
the region who contributed with their
experience during the preparation of the
report. In this space, they discussed the
challenges arising from the legal system
and its implementation on public interest
information related to national security, as
well as state surveillance activities,
information classification processes,
transparency and accountability
mechanisms.

The Special Rapporteur for Freedom of
Expression, Pedro Vaca, was invited to
participate in the first session of the LAC
IGF 2021 bgether with some civil society
organizations from the region. The
purpose of the session was to contribute
to the understanding of the current
challenges from a fundamental rights
approach in the deployment of
technologies in the contexts of pandemics,
political disruption, social demands and
instability. Likewise, this event discussed
issues related to Internet governance and
mechanisms of transparency and
accountability in digital environments.



November
25, 2021

November
30, 2021,
Canelones
Uruguay

December 1,
2021,
Canelones
Uruguay

December 2,
2021, Bogota
Colombia

Institute of Human
Rights of the Central
American University
"José Simeodn Cafias”

Day of Reflection:

Freedom of
expression, press

and access to (IDHUCA)
public information

in El Salvador

Latin American IPYS

meeting for the
protection of
journalists

Colpin Forum 2021 COLPIN 2021

Foundation for Press
Freedom FLIP

25th Anniversary
of the Foundation
for Press Freedom
FLIP

The Special Rapporteur Pedro Vaca was
invited to participate in the day of
reflection on the state d freedom of
expression, press and access to public
information in El Salvador, which aimed to
provide a space for discussion and
analysis on the current state of human
rights in relation to the limited access to
information and freedom of the press in
the country, to enable changes or
improvements in the response of civil
society to the current situation. During the
event, the Rapporteur had the opportunity
to present therecommendations on
freedom of expression compiled in the
most recent report of the IACHR on the
Situation of Human Rights in El Salvador
published in October 2021.

Special Rapporteur Pedro Vaca was
invited to participate in the Latin
American meeting for the protection of
journalists to present during the closing
session the conclusions and agreements
generated from the different sessions,
meetings and workshops heldduring the
days of the event.

Special Rapporteur Pedro Vaca was
invited to participate in the COLPIN 2021
forum to participate in the working group
"10 years after the UN Declaration on the
Safety of Journalists".

Special Rapporteur Pedro Vaca was
invited to participate in a tribute to
journalist Jineth Bedoya as part of the 25th
anniversary of the Foundation for Press
Freedom FLIP.






December 6,
2021

December 9,
2021

Event: The
Challenges of
Content
Moderation for
Freedom of
Expression: The
Perspective of the
Affected.

IGF Virtual Side
Event: Roundtable
"Global Challenges
and Best Practices
in Content
Moderation".

Office ofthe Special
Rapporteur for
Freedom of Expression
(SRFOE)

Facebook

Internet Governance
Forum

The Office of the Special Rapporteur for
Freedom of Expression organized the
event The Challenges of Content
Moderation for Freedom of Expression:
The Perspective of Those Affected within
the framework of the Dialogue of the
Americas on freedom of expression on the
Internet. The event was a scenario to
reflect on content moderation practices,
their impacts and alternatives to make
these practices compatible with
international human rights norms and
standards. The objective is to provide
knowledge and suggestions for action for
the design of moderation mechanisms that
promote the construction of safe spaces
for individual and collective freedom of
expression. The event addressed topics
such as content noderation processes and
compatibility with international human
rights standards, electoral contexts,
movements in the region and groups in
vulnerable situations, the COVIEL9
pandemic and regulatory proposals,
among others.

The Office of the Special Rapporteur for
Freedom of Expression of the IACHR
organized together with Facebook the
event "Global Challenges and Best
Practices in Content Moderation" within
the framework of the Internet Governance
Forum 2021. The event was hd in a
closed-door roundtable format where the
principles and best practices regarding
content moderation on the Internet were
discussed.



70. December 9, Launching Event of IACHR

2021 the Declaration of
Principles on SRFOE
Academic Freedom
and University REDESCA
Autonomy of the
IACHR.

71. December Commission on
14, 2021 Challenges of the

Future, Science,
Technology and
Innovation of Chile

5) Official and working visits

The Inter-American Commission on
Human Rights, together with the Office of
the Special Rapporteur for Economic,
Social, Cultural and Environmental Rights
(REDESCA) and the Office of the Special
Rapporteur for Freedom of Epression
(RELE), presented in a virtual event the
Inter-American Principles on Academic
Freedom and University Autonomy. These
new principles aim to become a tool to
defend the right to academic freedom, to
protect university students and to

promote and recommend good practices
to the States of the region to guarantee the
right to quality education, the production
of scientific knowledge and freedom of
expression.

The Special Rapporteur Pedro Vaca was
invited by the President of the
Commission on Challenges of the Future,
Science, Technology and Innovation, to
participate in the telematic session of the
Commission, to discuss theib that
regulates digital platforms in Chile.

27.  The following is a summary of the official and working visits carried out by the Office of the Special

Rapporteur during 2021.



Date/ Place

(671014113

Colombia June 8 to 10,
2021

Bogota

Cali

Institution

IACHR working visit
to Colombia.

Description

The working visit to Colombia took place from
June 8 to 10, 2021, with the objective of
contributing to the consolidation of dialogue as a
mechanism forovercoming the social conflict that
occurred in the context of the protests due to the
national strike in that country.

The IACHR working visit delegation was made up
of its Chair, Commissioner Antonia Urrejola,
Commissioners Joel Hernandez anstuardo
Ralén, the Executive Secretary, Tania Reneaum
Panszi, the Assistant Secretary for Monitoring,
Promotion and Technical Cooperation, Maria
Claudia Pulido, the Special Rapporteur for
Freedom of Expression, Pedro Vaca, and
members of the technical tearmof the Executive
Secretariat and the Rapporteurship on Economic,
Social, Cultural and Environmental Rights, Maria
Claudia Pulido, the Special Rapporteur for
Freedom of Expression, Pedro Vaca, and
members of the technical team of the Executive
Secretariatand the Rapporteurship on Economic,
Social, Cultural and Environmental Rights, who
visited the cities of Bogota, Cali, Tulua, Buga and
Popayan.

During the three-day visit, Special Rapporteur
Pedro Vaca held meetingand collected
testimonies from victims, received information
from journalists, demonstrators and authorities
about the events that took place in the context of
the protests and toured with several of them the
sites of the events in Bogota and Cali.

The Inter-American Commission also attended
meetings with authorities from the different
branches of government and oversight bodies at
the national, departmental, district and municipal
levels.



San José de
Costa Rica,
Costa Rica

October 4 to 6, Visit to Costa Rica:

2021

Meeting of Human
Rights
Organizations with
Observers on the
Human Rights and
Freedom of
Expression
Situation in Central
America

Between October 4 and 6, the Office of the Specii
Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression of the
Inter-American Commission on Human Rights
(IACHR/RELE), together with the Offices of the
United Nations High Commissioner for Human
Rights (OHCHR) in Honduras, Guatemala and
Central AmericaPanama, held a series of working
meetings to analyze and coordinate a strategic
agenda on the situation of freedom of expression
in Central America.

During day one, the Office of the Special
Rapporteur and the UN Offices dialogued with
international cooperation and monitoring actors
in the region on challenges, priorities, work
agendas and joint lines of action. Some of the
topics addressed were: journalism and
democracy, democratic institutions, the rule of
law and freedom of expression, freedom of
expression on the Internet and the fight against
discrimination and exclusion from puHic debates.
On the second day, the Office of the Special
Rapporteur and the OHCHR offices held four
different sessions with journalists from
Nicaragua, Guatemala, El Salvador and Hondura:
on topics related to the increase in attacks,
threats and intimidation against the press,
censorship, judicial abuses, restrictions to the
right of access to public information, closure of
civic space, among other limitations to the right
to freedom of expression.

The Nicaraguan journalists gave their testimony
on the criminalization of the independent press
to which they are being subjected, the growing
fear and selfcensorship that not only affects the
press but the entire population.

In Guatemala, the journalists highlighted the
violence suffered by women journalistsmany of
which take place through social networks.

On the other hand, journalists in El Salvador
stated that those who are not aligned with the
government are attacked in the exercise of their
freedom of expression.

Honduran journalists denounced that the ountry
continues to receive little international attention
regarding the situation of serious democratic
deterioration it is going through. They pointed
out that there is imminent danger for those who
speak out against the government's discourse.
Finally, during his visit to Costa Rica, Special
Rapporteur Pedro Vaca met with various
government officials and ministers to discuss the
current situation of freedom of expression in
Central America.



Work meetings

Date/Place Meeting Description

January 12, 2021 Office of the Human Rights Special Rapporteur Pedro Vaca met with officials from
discuss the situation of freedom of expression in
Guatemala and the resulting increase ithreats,
harassment, criminalization and violence against
journalists and communicators during 2020 in

Guatemala.
January 13, 14 and 15, NG On January 13, 14 and 15, the Office of the Special
2021 Rapporteur for Freedom of Expres®n held three closed
Facebook meetings with representatives of Twitter, Facebook and
the CELE study center, respectively, which were also
CELE attended by members of the OAS Department of Electore

Cooperation and Observation.

The meetings were held with theintention of gathering
information from the company's perspective regarding
what and how would be the bases and protocols of actior
when making drastic decisions such as the one that
occurred in early January and that concluded with the
closure and blockirg by Twitter of the account of former
President Donald Trump.

January 27, 2021 SRFOE The Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of
Expression held a meeting with Nicaraguan journalists,
Journalists and activists organized by Race & Ecplity. The meeting was attended
Nicaraguans by Anibal Torufio, from Radio Dario, Lucia Pineda, from

100% Noticias, Carlos Fernando Chamorro, from
Confidencial, and Kimberly Leén, from La Costefiisima.
The independent journalists discussed the challenges of
independent journalism in Nicaragua, and highlighted the
need to take action in the first months of the year, taking
into account that this is an election year. On the other
hand, we talked about the precautionary measures and
petitions that are being processed befor¢he Inter-
American system, and about possible future actions.




February 22, 2021 SRFOE

United Nations

March 31, 2021 Meeting on freedom of expression in
Nicaragua
April 29th Meeting with Chilean journalists and

civil society organizations

April 14, 2021 Meeting on freedom of expression in
Nicaragua

The Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of
Expression met with different representatives of the
United Nations to discuss projects anglans related to
the issues of freedom of expression on the Internet and
content regulation, in order to identify possible areas of
collaboration. During the meeting, we discussed the
press release issued by the IACHR and its RELE on
February 5 in which wewarned of a turning point in
freedom of expression on the Internet and the plans of
the Rapporteurship to chart a path for interFAmerican
dialogue, including the holding of a hearing at the next
session. The UN representatives considered that both the
hearing and the inter-American dialogue route that is
opening will be an interesting multistakeholder space
and were interested in participating and collaborating in
these spaces.

The Special Rapprteur and his team held a meeting with
a group of civil society organizations working to promote
and defend freedom of expression in Nicaragua. During
the meeting, RELE had the opportunity to listen to the
concerns expressed by the organizations and the
testimonies of Nicaraguan journalists KalGa Salazar and
David Quintana, who have been victims of various forms
of harassment, such as judicial proceedings, for the
exercise of their journalistic work.

The Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of
Expression convened a meeting with journalists, jurists
and civil society organizations on freedom of expression
to address the various isues that have arisen in recent
months in Chile and that represent threats and possible
setbacks in the guarantees of journalistic practice and
freedom of expression in that country.

The Special Rapporteur, Commissioner Urrejola and the
Meseni team held a meeting with a group of civil society
organizations working to promote and defend freedom of
expression in Nicaragua. During the meeting, RELE had
the opportunity to listen to the concerrs expressed by
the organizations and the testimonies of Nicaraguan
journalist Marcos Medina, who is part of Canal 12, a
media outlet that was prosecuted through judicial tax
proceedings.



May 5, 2021 Meeting with the Association of
Journalists of El Salvdor (APES)

May 11, 2021 Vuka! Rapid Response Team

Dejusticia

May 25, 2021 Meeting on the Situation of Freedom

of Expression in El Salvador

May 27, 2021 Meeting with Nicaraguan journalists-
IACHR, RELE, OHCHR Central Americ

The Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of
Expression and specialists of the Commission met with
the Association of Journalists of El Salvador (APES) who
brought together nearly 30 journalists and civil society
organizations to discusghe serious situation and threats
to Freedom of Expression and the practice of journalism
faced by the media and press workers in El Salvador.

Special Rapporteur Pedro Vaca participated in the
meeting organized by the Vuka! In coordination with
different civil society organizations and civil society
coordination which aimed to discuss the deterioration of
civic space in Colombia and how Vuka! Ados can
support civil society and help protect and promote
freedom of assembly and civic space in Colombia.

The Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of
Expression attended a meeting requested by the
Association of Journalists of El Salvador to receive input
on the current situation and context of threats to
freedom of expression in the country.

The Special Rapporteur, Chairperson Antonia Urrejola
and Alberto Brunori (OHCHR) held a meeting with
Nicaraguan journalists who were summoned to testify in
the context of the money laundering investigation against
the Violeta Barrios de Chamorro Foundation. During the
meeting, the journalists shared their testimony about the
interrogations and the situation in general.



May 27, 2021

July 20, 2021

July 29, 2021

Virtual meeting between IFEXALC
network and Special Rapporteur for
Freedom of Expression (RELE)

Monitoring and follow-up session with
Cubanjournalists, local media and civil
society organizations with the
presence of the UN Special
Procedures.

Meeting with Caribbean Civil Society
Organizations on Freedom of
Expression

The Office of the Special Rapporteur and IFEX LAC held
meeting to strengthen the institutional relationship
between RELE and the 24 member organizations of the
IFEXLAC Network.

This meeting was an opportunity for the Network to

learn more about RELE's priorities for the next two and a
half years, discuss progress and reports on the
development of its work plan, ensure that the members
of the IFEXLAC network know how to relate to the
Rapporteurship and have a better understanding of what
the organizations/network consider to be the most
pressing issues or hotspots in terms of freedom of
expression in the region.

In the context of the protests that have been taking place
in Cuba since July 11, generating limitations on the
exercise of the rights to freedom of egxression and
peaceful assembly, the IACHR's Office of the Special
Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression, with the support
of IWPR, convened a group of Cuban civil society
organizations and media to listen and gather firshand
information about what was happening on the ground.
The meeting was attended by Irene Khan, UN Special
Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right
to freedom of opinion and expression; Clément Voule, Ut
Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful
assembly and ofassociation; Pedro Vaca, IACHR Special
Rapporteur on freedom of expression; and a group of
more than 20 journalists, local media and civil society
organizations.

The Special Rapporteur Pedro Vaca and the monitoring
team of the Rapporteurship organized a meeting with
different organizations of the society from different
Caribbean countries in order to exchange information
and receive inputs regarding violations and chllenges to
freedom of expression and the exercise of journalism in
their respective countries.



July 30, 2021

August 2, 2021

August 2, 2021

October 19, 2021

November 19, 2021

Monitoring and follow-up session with
Cuban journalists.

Meeting with the President of the
Council for Regulation, Development
and Promotion ofInformation of
Ecuador

Meeting with Fundamedios Ecuador

UNESCQ initial coordination meeting

Special Rapporteurship for Freedom
of Expression of the IACHR

IFEXALC

The Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of
Expression of the IACHR organized a monitoring and
follow-up meeting with women journalists in Cuba with
the objective of listening to their testimonies and the
particular obstacles and challenges they tz in the
practice of journalism in Cuba. The meeting was attendet
by some 17 women journalists from different media
outlets on the island.

The Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of
Expression held a meeting to respond to a call from the
Council for Regulation, Development and Promotion of
Information of Ecuador, which requested the technical
assistance of theDffice to analyze the draft Organic Law
on Communication of that country.

The Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of
Expression held a meeting with Fundamedios Ecuador tc
jointly analyze the scope of Ecuador's draft Organic Law
on Communication.

At this meeting, UNESCO presented its most recent
initiatives on Internet governance and principles for
content moderation from a private approach, associated
with the thematic area of content moderation.

It was agree to hold a follow-up meeting to share the
results of their initiative, as well as to coordinate a joint
event within the framework of the Dialogue of the
Americas in 2022.

The IACHR Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedornr
of Expression and IFEXALC coordinated a private
session in which 19 IFEXALC member organizations
from the Latin American and Caribbean region
participated, with the aim of providing network members
with the opportunity to share their ideas and
perspectives on the themes of the Dialogue of the
Americas, namely the deterioration of public debate,
digital literacy for the development of civic skills, and
moderation of content on the Internet.

It was agreed that they will share a systematization of the
main agreements and disagreements of the participating
organizations; this may be published in the Knowledge
Center.



November 19, 2021 SRFOE Initial meeting with the LATAM coordinator of Freedom

Freedom House House to propose an event in the framework of the
Dialogue of the Americas in a Twitter Space format.

Twitter Space initial coordination The thematic focus willbe Deteriorating Public Debate

meeting, deterioration of public and will be based on their "Freedom of the Net 2021"

debate. report; it will be held on January 11, 2022 from 6:00 pm
7:15 pm EST.

6) Annual report and production of expert knowledge

28.  One of the main tasks of the Office of thBpecial Rapporteur is to prepare a report on the state of
freedom of expression in the hemisphere. Each year, this report analyzes the situation of this right in the region,
including the main threats to its exercise and the progress that has been madetinis area.

29. In addition to its annual reports, the Office of the Special Rapporteur periodically produces country
specific reports. For example, the Office of the Special Rapporteur has prepared and published reports on the
situation of the right to freedom of expression in Paraguay (2001), Panama (2003), Haiti (2003), Guatemala
(2004), Venezuela (2004), Colombia (2005), Honduras (2009, 2010 and 2015), Venezuela (2009 and 2010)
Mexico (2010 and 2015), Chile (2017), Cuba (2018) and Ecuador (2019).

30. In Septembe 2021, the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression of the IACHR
published the report Childhood, freedom of expression, and the media in the Amergawvhich analyzes the right
to freedom of expression of children and adolescents in the context of traditional media and the challenges of
the new paradigm that the Internet represents for guaranteeing human rights. The document aims to
contribute to a better understanding of the right to freedom of expression of children and adolescents,
recognizing that this should be interpreted in the broadest and most effective way possible, and that it is
necessary to see and treat children and adolescents as subjeds rights according to the principle of
progressive autonomy.

31. In September 2021, the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression of the IACHR
published the Guide for access to environmental information in the context of extractive industries and mining
and hydrocarbons which aims to contribute to strengthening the capacities of States and civil society in the
effective and adequate implementation of the righto information in these contexts.

7) Special statements

32.  Through daily monitoring of the state of freedom of expression in the region, which is carried out
through a wide network of contacts and sources, the Office of the Special Rapporteur issues statemsnth as
press releases, reports and opinions on specific cases or situations that are relevant to the exercise of this
fundamental freedom. The Special Rapporteurship's press releases are widely disseminated and constitute one
of its most important working mechanisms.

33.  The Office of the Special Rapporteur receives a large number efmails, most of which refer to alerts,
press releases, requests for information and queries on freedom of expression in the region; a small group of
e-mails also refers to formalrequests to the IACHR's individual case system; and another group refers to issues
that do not fall within its competence. The Office of the Special Rapporteur reviews, purges and classifies the
information received in order to determine the course of agbn to be taken.

4. -1 OAT OAOh OET AA EOO AOAAOEITh OEA 2ADDPT OOAO060O
with the other UN procedures and Special Rapporteurs for freedom of expression. Joint statements are usually
signed by the Rapporteus of the UN, the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), the OAS
and the African Commission on Human and Peoples' Rights. When regional issues are involved, statements are
signed by regional experts and the UN and OAS rapporteurs.


https://www.oas.org/en/iachr/expression/reports/ChildhoodFoEMediaENG.pdf
https://www.oas.org/es/cidh/expresion/informes/ExtractivasESP.pdf
https://www.oas.org/es/cidh/expresion/informes/ExtractivasESP.pdf

35. Jointstatements are a fundamental working tool for the Office of the Special Rapporteur. In previous
years, these statements have dealt with various topics related to freedom of expression depending on the
context and times.

36. On October 20, 2021, UN, OSCE, A&Hand OAS Freedom of Expression Experts signind Joint
Declaration of the UN and Regional Special Rapporteurs on Freedom of Expression 26@81Political Leaders,
Public Officials and Freedom of Expression. The document addresses concerns about the degradation of
political discourse in many parts of the world and the rise of "strongactor politics,” which often promotes
populism, elevates isahtionist attitudes, and criticizes democratic institutions and limits on the exercise of
power. The Declaration was signed byrene Khan, UN Special Rapporteur on the Protection and Promotion of
Freedom of Opinion and Expression, Teresa Ribeiro, OSCE Repreative on Freedom of the Media, Pedro Vaca
Villarreal, OAS Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Expression and Jamesina King, ACHPR Special Rapporteur
on Freedom of Expression and Access to Information.

37.  On December 10, 2021, the Office of the Special Raptgar for Freedom of Expression, together with
the United Nations Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Peaceful Assembly and Association and experts from the
region, presented goint statement calling on States to strengthen international efforts to support and protect
civil society actors, who are increasingly targeted by repression and threats. In the statement, the experts call
on states to fulfill their international obligations and facilitate access to international protection for civil society
actors fleeing violence, including recognition of refugee status and other forms of protection, such as expedited
emergency visas. The statement also offers recommendaiis and guidelines to states to improve coordination
of diplomatic efforts to advocate for open civic space and support civil society actors under threat.

38. Continuing the joint work with the United Nations Special Procedures, the Office of the Special
Rapporteur also published during 2021 a press release on state repression in the context of protests in
Colombia together with experts from the region and UN Special Rapporteurs and a press release on the
disturbing new findings on the use ofPegasussoftware to spy on journalists and human rights defenders in
Mexico published jointly with the IACHR and the Office in Mexico of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Human Rights (UNHCHR).

39. During 2021, the Office of the Special Rapporteur issued several presdeases to draw attention to
facts related to freedom of thought and expression. These statements highlight facts of particular concern and
local best practices, and explain the respective regional standards. The press releases issued during 2021 can
be ansulted on thewebsiteof the IACHR Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression.

Press releases 2021:

Country Topics Number Title Place / Date

Ecuador Violence R20/21 Given the increase in reports of attackagainst Washington, D.C.,
against the press in Ecuador, the Office of the Special February 2, 2021
journalists Rapporteur urges the State to redouble its

efforts to protect journalists.

Violence R28/21 The Office of the Special Rapporteur is Washington, D.C.,
against concerned about the persistent harassment of February 5, 2021
journalists journalists, artists and human rights defenders

exercising their freedom of expression in Cuba

8 Available at:http://www.cidh.oas.org/relatoria/docListCat.asp?catlID=16&I1D=2
9 Available at:http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/expresion/artListCat.asp?catiD=1&IID=2



https://www.oas.org/es/cidh/expresion/showarticle.asp?artID=1214&lID=2
https://www.oas.org/es/cidh/expresion/showarticle.asp?artID=1214&lID=2
https://www.oas.org/es/cidh/expresion/publicaciones/JD-Atriskcivilsociety-ESP.pdf
http://www.cidh.oas.org/relatoria/docListCat.asp?catID=16&lID=2
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/expresion/artListCat.asp?catID=1&lID=2
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N/A

R47/21

R112/21

R124/21

126/21

R131/21

139/21

R157/21

R162/21

Call for the first edition of the"TECH4RIGHTS"
grant for 2021.

Joint statement OHCHR Central America and
RELE IACHR on the day of the journalist in
Nicaragua.

OnWorld Press Freedom Day, the Office of the
Special Rapporteur presents its 2020 Annual
Report and reaffirms its commitment to
support journalism in the hemisphere.

Colombia: UN andDAS experts condemn
repression of peaceful protests and call for
thorough and impartial investigations

The Office of the Special Rapporteur for
Freedom of Expression calls on those who holt
or aspire to hold elected office in Peru to
contribute with their speech to the protection
of human rights.

The Office of the Special Rapporteur condemn
the murder of journalist Benjamin Morales
Hernandez and calls on the Mexican State to
investigate the facts fully and impartially and
to strengthen measures to protect the press.

Offices of Special Rapporteurexpress concern
about the use of criminal mechanisms for
defamation against a university professor in
Brazil and call on the State to respect academi
freedom

The Special Rapporteucondemns the murder
of journalists Gustavo Sanchez Cabrera,
Enrique Garcia and Sadul Tijerina and calls on
the Mexican State to investigate the facts and
strengthen measures to protect the press.

Guatemala: UN and OAS experts raise alarm
over "suffocating” NGO law

Washington, D.C.,
February 10, 2021

Washington D.C., March 2,
2021

Washington D.C., May 3,
2021

Washington D.C., May 14,
2021

Washington D.C., May 17,
2021

Washington D.C., May 20,
2021

Washington D.C.
May 28, 2021

Washington D.C.
June 24, 2021

Washington D.C.
July 1, 2021



EllEICInEIER  Violence R182/21 The Office of the Special Rapporteur condemn Washington, D.C.
against the murder of activist andcommunicator July 16, 2021
journalists Frank Stalyn Ramazzini and urges the State of

Guatemala to investigate the facts fully and
impartially.

Cuba Protests R189/21 The Office of the Special Rapporteur is Washington, D.C.
concerned about reports of seriousiuman July 23, 2021
rights violations in the context of the protests
in Cuba.

Violence R196/21 The Office of the Special Rapporteur condemn Washington, D.C.
against the murder of journalists Abraham Mendoza  July 27, 2021
journalists and Ricardo Lépez in Mexicand urges the

State to investigate the facts and to increase it
efforts to prevent violence against the press.

Mexico

Mexico Surveillance R205/21 The IACHR, its RELE and UNRM Mexico Washington, D.C.
express concern August 6, 2021
new findings on the useof the Pegasus
software

i Violence R223/21 The Special Rapporteur condemns the murder Washington, D.C.
against of journalist Jacinto Romero Flores and notes August 27, 2021
journalists with concern the continuing violence against

the press inMexico.

Mexico

Reports R228/21 The Office of the Special Rapporteur for Washington D.C.,
Freedom of Expression publishes new August 31, 2021
thematic report: Children, Freedom of
Expression and the Media.

Brazil State reforms ~ R237/21 4EA 2APDPI O6ADOSE O | AAE Washington, D.C.,
to the right to freedom of expression on the September 9, 2021
Internet in Brazil in the face of the reform of

the Civil Internet Framework.

Regional Freedom of R244/21 The Office of the Special Rapporteur Washington D.C.,
expression on announces the official launch of the Dialogue = September 20, 2021
the Internet of the Americas on freedom of expression on

the Internet, and invites all interested parties
to accompany and participate irthe process.

Reports R261/21 On the International Day for Universal Access Washington D.C.
to Information, the Office of the Special September 28, 2021
Rapporteur presents the Guide for access to
environmental information in the context of
extractive industries and mining and
hydrocarbons.

Colombia Violence R275/21 The Office of the Special Rapporteur condemn Washington D.C.
against the murder of journalist Marcos Efrain October 15, 2021
journalists Montalvo in Colombia and calls othe State to

investigate the facts.




Regional Statements R280/21 Joint Statement of Special Rapporteurs 2021  Washington D.C.,
on political leaders, public officials, and October 20, 2021
freedom of expression.

EllEICInEIER Violence R286/21 The Office of the Special Rapporteur calls on  Washington, D.C., October
against the State of Guatemala to respect and 29, 2021
journalists guarantee the work of journalists in
accordance with international human rights
standards.
Violence R290/21 The Office of the Special Rapporteur condemn Washington, D.C.,
against the murder of journalists Manuel Gonzalez November 3, 2021
journalists Reyes and Freddy Lopez Arévalo in Mexico

Mexico

and urges the State to strengthen the
mechanisms for the protection of journaliss
and the administration of justice.

Surveillance R303/21 The Rapporteurship recognizes the progress  Washington D.C.
made in the investigation of the Pegasus case November 16, 2021
and calls on the Mexican authorities to ensure
the integrity of the persons involved in the

Mexico

process.

Regional Women N/A Consultation for the preparation of a RELE Washington D.C.
journalists and reference document on progress, challenges  November 2021
freedom of and recommendations for the prevention of
expression violence and the fight against discrimination

against women journalists.

Regional Joint R334/21 Human Rights Experts Urge States to Protect Washington D.C.

declarations Civil Society Actors at Risk December 10, 2021

B. Financing

State R343/21 The Office of the Special Rapporteur considers Washington D.C.
Regulations incompatible with inter -American standards December 10, 2021
the law approved by the Colombian Congress
that punishes slander and libel against public
officials.

40. The Office of the Special Rapporteur wishes to express its special appreciation for the contributions of
the OAS member states, observer countries and international cooperation agencies. In 20Pfie Special
2APPI OOAOO80O | AAXEAA EECEI EGCEOO OEA DPOI EAAOO OOAAAOOAEODI
Costa Rica, the United States of America, Chile, the Kingdom of the Netherlands, as well as the Swedish
International Development Coopeation Agency (SIDA), the Swiss Confederation, the Open Society
Foundations, the National Endowment for Democracy (NED), the Ford Foundation, and Google Inc. This funding
EAO Al 1T xAA OEA 3PAAEAI 2ADDI OOADOO0GS O otkaspbokdiing@id £O01 £EI
defending the right to freedom of expression. Once the official OAS figures on the resources received and
executed by this office have been issued, they will be published in the audited financial statements available on
the organizatiol 8 O x AA DACA

10 All financial information is available for consultation on the OAS website in sectidnformes de Auditoria ExternéDAS Board of External
Auditors. Report to the Permanent Council 2013. Annual Audit of accounts and Financial Statements for the years ended Decefihe
2013 and 2012 Section II. Specific Funds. Pp 8%; OAS Board of External Auditors. Report to the Permanent Council 2012. Annual Audit



http://www.oas.org/es/saf/rendicion_cuentas/auditoria_externa.asp

C. Teamwork

21. 4EA 3DPAAEAI 2APPT OOADOO60 / £#£ZEAA EAO T DAOAOAA O1 AAO
team of two or three lawyers with expertise in freedom of expression issues and one person who assists with
projects and adminisOA OE OA OAOEO8 3EI AA *O1 U ¢nnmwh OEA 2ADPDPI OO6ADO
management and resource mobilization. The additional resources obtained have served to provide greater
stability and better working conditions for the membersof EEO OAAI 8 )1 ¢mgp OEA 2ADDI O
benefited from the presence of interns who have been a fundamental part of the work team; Giovanny Padovam
Ferreira (Brazil), Alessandra Prezepiorski Lemos (Brazil), Brenda Alejandra Flores (Honduras), TasNovoa
(Chile) and Andrea Carolina Ponguta (Colombia) contributed with their work and enthusiasm to the Special
2APPT OOAO0OG60 / £#EZEAA AO ET OAOT O AO AEEEAOAT O OEIi AO AOOEI
support during 2021 from fellows Giovanny Padovam Ferreira (Brazil) (Orlando Sierra Fellowship, 2021), Eva
Maria Lopez (El Salvador) (Tech4Rights 2021 Fellowship) and Edgar Huaranga Junco (Peru) (Tech4Rights
2021 Fellowship).

of Accounts and Financial Statements for the years ended December 31, 2012 and 2011. Section Il. Specific Funds.-Pp, TAS Board

of External Auditors. Report to the Permanent Council 2011. Annual Audit of Accounts and Financial Statements for the yeaded
December 31, 2011 and 2010. Section Il. Specific Funds. Pp&19 OAS Board of External Auditors. Report to the Permanent Caniir2010.
Annual Audit of Accounts and Financial Statements for the years ended December 31, 2010 and 2009. Section Il. Specific Fepd©-

81; OAS Board of External Auditors. Report to the Permanent Council 2009. Annual Audit of Accounts and Finantéé®ents for the
years ended December 31, 2009 and 2008. Section Il. Specific Funds. P 310AS Board of External Auditors. Report to the Permanent
Council 2008. Annual Audit of Accounts and Financial Statements for the years ended December 31, 20@B2007. Section Il. Specific
Funds. Pp 7374; OAS Board of External Auditors. Report to the Permanent Council 2007. Annual Audit of Accounts and Financial
Statements for the years ended December 31, 2007 and 2006. Section Il. Specific Funds. PR68®ABoard of External Auditors. Report

to the Permanent Council 2006. Annual Audit of Accounts and Financial Statements for the years ended December 31, 2006 a@#8.20
Section Il. Specific Funds. Pp 73; OAS Board of External Auditors. Report to the Permanenn€il 2005. Annual Audit of Accounts and
Financial Statements for the years ended December 31, 2005 and 2004. Section Il. Specific Funds. PPAS®AS Board of External
Auditors. Report to the Permanent Council 2004. Annual Audit of Accounts and Finaric&tatements for the years ended December 31,
2004 and 2003. Section Il. Specific Funds. Pp-42; Board of External Auditors. OAS General Secretariat. Report to the Permanent Council
2003. Annual Audit of Accounts and Financial Statements for the yearsdad December 31, 2003 and 2002. Section Il. Specific Funds. Pp
41-42; OAS Board of External Auditors. Report to the Permanent Council 2002. Annual Audit of Accounts and Financial Statementkd
years ended December 31, 2002 and 2001. Section Il. SpiecKFunds. Pp 53; OAS Board of External Auditors. Report to the Permanent
Council 2001. Annual Audit of Accounts and Financial Statements for the years ended December 31, 2001 and 2000. Sectiqredifi®
Funds. Pp 52; OAS Board of External Auditors. Repto the Permanent Council 2000. Annual Audit of Accounts and Financial Statements
for the years ended December 31, 2000 and 1998ection Il. Specific Funds. Annex 4. Page 4.



CHAPTER II: EVALUATION OF THE STATE GIREEDOM OF EXPRESSION IN THE HEMISPHERE

1. This chapter describes some of the most important aspects of the situation of freedom of expression
in the hemisphere during 2021. Its objective is to foster a constructive dialogue with the Member States of the
OAS, calling attention to the reported advances as well as the problems and challenges that have required action
during this year. The Office of the Special Rapporteur has confidence in the will of the OAS Member States to
promote resolutely the right to freedom of expression and, to that end, publicizes their best practices, reports
some serious problems observed, and offers viable and practical recommendations rooted in the Declaration
of Principles.

2. As in previous annual reports, this chapter notes thosaspects of the right to freedom of expression
that most merit attention and that have been reported to the Office of the Special Rapporteur during the year.
Following the methodology of previous annual reports, this chapter is based on information receideby the
Office of the Special Rapporteur from various States, intergovernmental and ngovernmental sources. The
Office of the Special Rapporteur takes particular interest in the information provided by States, presented
during the hearings held by the ACHR, submitted by norgovernmental organizations in the region and
contained in alerts sent by media outlets and media workers. In all cases, the information is contrasted and
verified. The Office presents only that information which it thinks will help he States identify worrisome
problems or tendencies that could eventually cause irreparable effects if not addressed.

3. The information in this report is presented in an orderly and systematic manner that takes note of the
advances, setbacks, and challengeegarding various aspects of the exercise of the right to freedom of
expression.Since 2021, the Office of the Special Rapporteur has organized its monitoring and systematization
of information into four thematic sections, in order to provide a holistic aalysis of the situation of freedom of
expression, which also has unified criteria in all the countries observed. The four thematic sections correspond
to: (i) Journalism and Democracy, which addresses information related to different forms of violence agst
the press; the use of criminal mechanisms and imprisonment of journalists who report on matters of public
interest; cases of censorship of journalistic material; undue state control and closure of media outlets;
stigmatizing statements against journabts and media; protection mechanisms for journalists at risk;
confidentiality of sources; surveillance of communications, cybepatrolling and profiling of journalists; attacks
on community radio and media; indirect restrictions on freedom of expressionirough official advertising; and
media concentration; (ii) Freedom of Expression, Rule of Law and Democratic Institutions, which aims to
address issues related to social protest; guarantees of freedom of expression in electoral contexts; access to
public information; and stigmatizing statements against public leaders; (iii) Freedom of Expression and the
Fight against Discrimination and Exclusion, which will examine the obstacles faced by different groups in
situations of vulnerability in exercising their freedom of expression and for their realities to be included in the
public debate; and (iv) freedom of expression and the Internet, which will discuss legislative initiatives and/or
public policies aimed at regulating the operation of the Internet that havan impact on freedom of expression,
as well as issues related to state or private measures on moderation of Internet content; blocking or deliberate
interference with Internet access; governance of the digital space, universal access and digital literacy.

4. The cases selected in each topic serve as examples in relation to the respect and exercise of freedom
of expression. Sources are cited in all cases. In the majority of cases, the Office of the Special Rapporteur
identifies the direct source, citing the addess of the corresponding website. When the information is not
published directly by the source, the report cites the date the Office of the Special Rapporteur received the
information in its electronic mailbox. This report does not include information sulmitted to the Office of the
Special Rapporteur through requests for precautionary measures, or other information which has not yet been
made public.

5. In preparing this chapter of its 2021 Annual Report, the Office of the Special Rapporteur generally took
into account information received until December 20, 2021, and, to the extent relevant, considered information
received before 2021. Information regarding incidents that occurred after the date the 2021 Annual Report
went to press is available in the pressalease section of the websites of the Office of the Special Rapporteur for
Freedom of Expression lfttp://www.oas.org/en/iachr/expression/index.asp ) and the IACHR
(http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/expression/index.asp ).



http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/expression/index.asp
http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/expression/index.asp

6.  Finally, the Office of the Special Rapporteur acknowledges the collaboration of the OAS Member States
and the civil society organizations that, following existing pradte, contributed information about the situation
of the exercise of freedom of expression in the hemisphere. As it does every year, the Office of the Special

Rapporteur encourages the continuation of such practice, which are indispensable to the value ofufe
reports.



ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA

7. Although the criminal offense of criminal defamation was abolished in 2015, seditious libel remains an
offense in Antigua and Barbuda, with a maximum prison term of two years, with avithout hard labor, and a
maximum fine of US$5,000 under the Sedition and Undesirable Publications Act. This rule would also penalize
the possession of publications considered seditious, when it was the first offense committed by the person,
with a prison sentence of up to one year or a fine of up to US$3,000. In this context, investigative journalists
face risks of criminalization when exercising their profession. Antigua and Barbuda also has an Access to Public
Information Law, but this Office has receivd information about alleged obstacles in its execution, especially
since the COVIEL9 pandemic. The health crisis has also affected the right to social protest and association,
according to the information received by this Office.

A. Journalism and Democracy

8. The Office of the Special Rapporteur received information about various attacks to which the media
and journalists most critical of the government would be exposed. According to the information received, public
officials take advantage of radio or televisiiT B OT COAI O O OAIT ET A OEA [ AAEA
government or to statutory bodies!!

9. Likewise, according to the information reported to this Office, the country has only one state media
which would be used to promote the government's agenddhe information published there that corresponds
to other political parties or civil society runs the risk of being censored, according to the information received
by the Office of the Rapporteui?

10. As the Office of the Rapporteur has pointed out gprevious occasions, journalism is the primary and
main manifestation of freedom of expression and the States have a positive obligation to promote a safe

I £

working environment for the press. In this sense, in addition, the InteAmerican Court has held thatOE O E O

AOGOAT OEAI OEAO EiI OO1T Al EOCOO ¢ 8y ATEI U OEA pOT OAAOGEIT I

OET AA OEAU AOA OEA 1T1AO xEi EAADP OI AEAOGU EI & Oi AAh
11.  Principle 5 of the IACHR's Bclaration of Principles on Freedom of Expression states that "prior
censorship, direct, or indirect interference in or pressure exerted upon any expression, opinion, or information
transmitted through any means of oral, written, artistic, visual, or eleecbnic communication must be prohibited
by law. Restrictions to the free circulation of ideas and opinions, as well as the arbitrary imposition of
information and the imposition of obstacles to the free flow of information violate the right to freedom of
exDOAOCOET T 856
12. Likewise, the Office of the Rapporteur has indicated on previous occasions that the fear of criminal
sanctions necessarily discourages and inhibits citizens from expressing themselves on matters of public
ET OAOAOGO8 ' O OEA |He#ygedf pdiitcad debafe Eolwhich thé rilyH to freédom of expression
gives rise will inevitably generate certain critical or even offensive speeches for those who hold public office or
AOA ET OEI AGAT U 1 ETEAA O OHde 13 thel Adéridad EdnientidnfaroviiésAor E A
the possibility of establishing restrictions on freedom of thought and expression through the application of
subsequent liability for the abusive exercise of this right. However, it requires that any measutieat seeks to
limit the exercise of the right to freedom of expression be precisely and clearly defined by law, be oriented
towards a legitimate objective, and be necessary and strictly proportionate to the purpose sought.

A. Freedom of Expression, Rule of Law, and Democratic Institutions

13. In the framework of the COVID19 pandemic, the government of Antigua and Barbuda established a
"state of emergency" since December 2020. The Minister of Information declared in November 2021 that it
would be lifted before Deember 27 of that year!® The state of emergency in force in the country for more than
a year, as well as other health provisions such as The Public Health Act, would have caused restrictions on the

11 Archive of the Office of the Special Rapporteur. November 25, 2021. Inforn@t provided by civil society organizations.
12 Archive of the Office of the Special Rapporteur. November 25, 2021. Information provided by civil society organizations.
13 Caribbean News. November 25, 202 Antigua and Barbuda to remove COVU® SoE earlyObserver. November 19, 2021UPP welcomes
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https://caribbean.loopnews.com/content/antigua-and-barbuda-remove-covid-19-soe-early
https://antiguaobserver.com/upp-welcomes-removal-of-state-of-emergency-but-accuses-govt-of-playing-politics/
https://antiguaobserver.com/upp-welcomes-removal-of-state-of-emergency-but-accuses-govt-of-playing-politics/

right to protest, according to information received by SROE. One of these cases took place at the August 8
demonstration organized by the group called 'Freedom Fighters for Antigua and Barbuda'. According to the
information received, on July 21 the group requested permission to hold a demonstration on Augusagainst

the decisions made by the government to obtain the COUI® vaccine for all frontline workers. However, on
August 5717 days after the application was submitted the police informed them that the permit had been
denied, which, accordingto whatwa® i ET OAA T OOh xAO A1l Al 1 ACAA OAAI EAAOAC
since although the decision could be appealed, the late response made the appeal process impossible. However,
that day the group 'Freedom Fighters' would have met, as they pointed guiwith the intention of carrying out

a peaceful protest, similar to all the other protests that we have carried out previously." According to the
information reported, the demonstration was dispersed by the police in riot gear, who fired tear gas and ssal
people were arrested4 On August 10, two women who reportedly were in charge of requesting the permit
were arrested and their houses were raideds

14.  This Office recalls that social protest, which includes the rights of peaceful and unarmed assembly,
association and freedom of expression, is a fundamental tool in the defense of democracy and human rights
and therefore it is the duty of the State to guarantee its free exercise. In its report "Protest and Human Rights,"
the IACHR highlighted that holdingmeetings, demonstrations, and protests is a central activity of many
associations and organizations and, in this regard, the States have the duty to provide the necessary means for
them to freely carry out their activities and to refrain from imposing obstcles that hinder the performance of
their work. Likewise, the IACHR has considered that the exercise of the right of assembly through social protest
should not be subject to authorization by the authorities or to excessive requirements that make it diffitt to
carry out. Legal requirements that provide a basis for an assembly or demonstration to be prohibited or limited,
for example through the requirement of prior permission, are not compatible with the right of assembly or the
exercise of freedom of expession in the Inter~American System.

15.  Finally, the Office of the Rapporteur reiterates that the actions of the security forces must be in strict
accordance with international human rights standards. The IACHR has understood that the use of force
constitutes a last resort that, limited qualitatively and quantitatively, seeks to prevent an act of greater gravity
than the one provoked by the state reaction. Within this framework characterized by exceptionality, both the
Commission and the InterAmerican Courthave agreed that, for the use of force to be justified, the principles
of legality, absolute necessity, and proportionality must be satisfied.

16.  On the other hand, although Antigua and Barbuda has had a Freedom of Information Law since 2004
Zwhich aims to promote the maximum disclosure of information of public interest this Office received
information about the little effectiveness that the law would have in practicé®

17. In this sense, the Office of the Rapporteur recalls that the transparency and accountékilbf public
powers strengthen democratic systems. Principle 4 of the IACHR Declaration of Principles on Freedom of
PODOAOOETT AOOAAI EOEAO OEAO Or AYAAAOO O1 ET £ 01 AGETT E,
States have the obligatn to guarantee the full exercise of this right. This principle allows only exceptional
limitations that must be previously established by law in case of a real and imminent danger that threatens

TAOGET T A1l OAAOOEOU E AAI T AOABGEA OiI AEAOEAOS8SG

14 News 784. August 8, 2021Antigua: Civilians arrested, tear gassed at vaccine protest +VideBarbados Today. August 8, 202 REGION
ZAntigua police use targas to disperse protesiAntigua News Room. August 18, 202Ereedom Fighters of Antigua & Barbuda clarify protest
misconceptions

15 Antigua Observer. August 10, 202IIwo people linked to Sunday protest arrested

16 Archive of the Office of the Special Rapporteur. November 25, 2021. Information provided by civil society organizations.
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ARGENTINA

18. The Office of the Special Rapporteur has observed the persistence of stigmatizing accusations against
journalists by public officials in Argentina, as well as the use of judicial mechanisms with an alleged intent of
intimidating reporters investigating matters of high public interest. This Office is particularly concerned about
the reports received on the deterioration of the guarantees for the exercise of the right to freedom of expression
and the weakening of the rule of law in the province of Formosa wher on 5 March 2021, the IACHR and its
Office of the Special Rapporteur were informed about the disproportionate actions of public forces to disperse
protests demanding governmental measures in the context of the COWVID pandemic. According to
information received, police officers reportedly used rubber bullets, tear gas and beatings against
demonstrators and journalists, resulting in at least 30 people being detained and several injured.

A. Journalism and Democracy

19. In 2021, the Rapporteurship recorded with concern a number of attacks against journalists and media
outlets in Argentina. Among other reported incidents, on November 3 former President Mauricio Macri
reportedly violently grabbed, threw to the ground and danaged the microphone of Nicolas Munafo, a reporter
forcs5\i xET xAO Al OAOETI ¢ - AAOEGO AOOEOAI AO A AT 00O ET OE
in a court case investigating alleged acts of espionage during his administratiéhAccording to information
known to this Office, the former president apologized publicly through his social networks, and warned that it
xAO OA OAEI A xEAT EA OAx OEAOBOEA 1 EAOI PEITAO xAOA bIi

20. Also, on March 23, a group of militants from th€entrd de Trabajadores de ArgentinfCTA Auténoma)
reportedly violently entered the editorial office of the newspaperRio Negrg where according to available
information they beat up staff members and journalists and destroyed materials. According to informatio
received by this office, the incident occurred after the courts decided to bring charges of sexual abuse against
Miguel Baez, leader of thérganizacién de Desocupados en LUd@DEL), an issue that had been extensively
coveredby the Rio Negronewspaperi® They also allegedly threatened to kill journalist Luis Leiva, one of the
reporters who had covered the case against Miguel Baez. As far as the Office was able to learn, the CTA
Auténoma issued a statement disassociating itself from the incidé# Governor Arabela Carreras expressed
her solidarity and promised to open an investigation into the police delay in arriving at the scetié

21.  Also, on November 22, a group of at least nine individuals reportedly attacked the Grupo Clarin
facilities with explosives, causing a fire to break out. According to the information available, in the days that
followed, the police reportedly arrested a suspect identified through security camera footagé Less than a
week after the events mentioned above, on Novembe7, the news channelChacra TVOABDT OOAA OAAOO
OAT AAT EOGIi 6 ACAET 0O EOO AZAAEI EOEAO ET G6EAAT OA |, &ePAUNK E
Al T AcCAAT U AOO OEA Al AAOOEAEOU AAAI AO8 4EA @@dhiGsET 1 AAO,
AOAAAT T 1T &£ AGPOAOGOEIT ET ! OCA%I0Od8ditiard on Aécerfodr 200 OgroGpdE 1 AT AET
people allegedly set fire to the facilities of the newspapeEl Chubut in the city of Trelew, in the context of
protests against the ajproval in the provincial legislature of a Zoning Law for the area of the Meseta, which

17 Perfil. 3 November 2021 Mauricio Macri tir6 al piso el micréfono de un periodista de C5N vy fue repudj#2%. 3 November 2021Mauricio

Macri tiré al piso el micréfono de un periodista de C5N vy fue repudiadi®4. 3 November 2021Denuncian gue Macri le sacé el micr6fono a

C5N., Iatiré al piso y gener6 repudio entre legisladores y organismAsnbito. 3 November 2021 Mauricio Macti atacé a un cronista de C5N

y rompié un micréfono

18 Clarin. 3 November 2021: AOOEAET - AAOE PEAE& AEOAOI DAO DI @&l /A Glrohigkd @AARITd Al
November 2021.Macri pidié perdén por tirar un micréfono de C5N: ;qué dijo?

19 Diario Rio Negro. 23 March 2021Videos: violenta intimidacion a Diario RIO NEGR@ Nacion. 24 March 2021. Rio Negro: violento ataque

de la CTA a la sede de un diario; Clarin. 23 March 2024litantes de la CTA destrozaron la redaccién del diario Rio Negro y amenazaron de

muerte a un periodistalnfobae. 23 March 2021Sindicalistasatacaron la sede del diario Rio Negro: destrozos y agresiones por la cobertura

de una denuncia por abuso sexual

20 Diario Rio Negro. 23 March 2021La CTA Auténoma se despeg6 de la agresion a Ri0 NEGRO

21 Twitter account of Arabela Carreras (@ArabelaCarreras}3 March 2021

22 CPJ. 1 December 202XAtacan con cocteles molotov |la sede de Grupo Clarin en Argenhitiabae. 23 November 2021Encapuchados

atacaron el edificio del diario Clarin conombas molotoyLa Nacién. 26 November 2021Ataque a Clarin: el sospechoso se negé a declarar y

quedo detenido

23 AgroLatam. 28 November 2021Desconocidos cortaron los cables de electricidad de Chacra @\Nacion. 28 November 2021Atacaron

a un canalde TV agropecuaripPerfil. 29 November20210! AOi ET OEi EAAOI OEi 6d OADPOAET Al AOANOA Al
TV.




would allow mining activity in certain provincial areas. According to the information available, the
demonstrators allegedly threw stones and explosive devices at the mia building, supposedly while
journalists and executives were still insidex

22.  On the other hand, press workers in the Formosa province have reported an increase in acts of
harassment by public officials and leaders. Local media have aldenounced the deliberate obstruction of
access to public information, attacks and disqualifications by highanking officials and the use of daily press
AT T ZAOAT AAO AO A DI AOAI Oi O1 OAE ts./ABbcordin to@riesh reis,hd OT | AT 08
Ci OGAOIT T AT O EO OADPI OOAAT U EAADPET ¢ EI GOiméng BtieOitridedtE | DOE OT 1
recorded with concern by this office, Julieta Gonzalez and Leonardo Fernandez Acosta, reportersRadio
Parque Radio Unoand the newspaperEl Comercial,were accused by the Formosa Ombudsman of allegedly
having committed a crime of public intimidation. According to the information available, the accusation was
related to a series of comments made by the journalists on their radio program in vdh they allegedly
guestioned the restrictive measures ordered by the governor of the Formosa province because of the pandemic,
xEEAER E1T OEA I PETEIT T &#£# OEA /1 AOGAOGI AT h Eipl EAA DOAIE
OET 1 AT AAOo 8t thd jouddisEs@epdkiedly &sBedto be released from prison and were forced to remain
ET OEAEO EITAO £ O OAOGAOAT AAUO &A1 O ZAZAAO T &£ AAET ¢ AOOA:
AoPOAGOEIT 08

23.  This Office was informed of alleged stigatizing remarks by the provincial minister of government,
Jorge Gonzalez, against journalist Leonardo Fernandez Acosta, editor in chief of the newsp&petomerciabf
Formosa, during a press conference of theonsejo de Atencion Integral de la Emergen€@OVIBLY. According
Ol AOAEI AAT A ET &£ Oi AGETT h OEA 1T ££EAEA]I Al T ACAAT U AAIlI]
i 66 T &£ A1 OAbh 1T &£ 1 AEET ¢ OA AEAI 1 AAEI OO ET OAODPOAOGAODGEIT I
government.28 Likewise, according to publicly available information, in February 2021 the councillors of the
Oi x1 1T &£ 0AIT 3AT 01 OADPI OOGAAT U AAAI ACOTAdd Nadided O)which T 11 CC
was covering the town, after reports of allged human rights violations were made publi€¢. Furthermore,
according to information received by this Office, on 28 February an audio message was broadcasted, allegedly
from the provincial deputy of the Partido Justicialista Roberto Vizcaino, in which he allegedly incited the Wichi
communities to intimidate the TN team, whom he described as "the enemy?®

24. In this context, the Rapporteurship learned that in February journalist Inés Beato Vassolo of the
newspaper La Nacion who had been sent by the newspaper to report on the alleged crisis and human rights
violations surrounding COVID19, was denied access to the province. According to the official explanation of
the provincial government minister, journalists who wanted to reprt on what was happening in the area had
O OO0OAT A OEAH G\ Hhdaase Bfjolrntlisfings Beato Vassolo was brought before the Supreme
Court of Justice through an injunction which, on 20 May 2021, was ruled in her favour. In its decisjtine Court

Ol AAOOGOI T A OEAO OxEOET OO0 POAEOAEAA O1 OAAI CI EUET ¢ OEA -

24 La Nacion. February 3, 2021El periodismo bajo el gobierno de Gildo Insfran: maltratado. evitado y sin acceso a la informaADBERPA.

March 5, 2021 Grave deterioro de la libertad de expresién en Formosa

25 La Nacion. 3 February 2021El periodismo bajo el gobierno de Gildo Insfran: maltratado. evitado y sin acedsanformaciény ADEPA. 5

March 2021.Grave deterioro de la libertad de expresion en Formosa

26 Cristina Pérez / Radio Mitre. 11 March 2021* O1 EAOA ' 11 UUI AUh 1 A PAOET AEOCOA AAOAT EAA AT &
blogueados, censuradosy nbsR OOE C OA 6

27 Periodismo Profesional. 20 August 2021Denunciaron a los periodistas Leonardo Fernandez Acosta y Julieta Gonzalez por intimidacion

publica; Diario EI Comercial. 23 August 2021. AT 1T AOAT &AOT UT AAU 1 AT OOA dnoyi€reh Adtened lo AuedeA A OAT A
E A A;Anfobae. August202103 E  OA1T EIi 1T O A 1T A AAITTA 1T106 [ AOAT DPOAOI 66d AT O PAOEI AEOCO
sanitaria de FormosaVoces del Sur Unidas. 23 August 20240s solidarizamos cofos periodistas formosefios Julieta Gonzalez y Leonardo

Fernandez Acosta

28 Prensa Libre Formosa. Undatedsonzalez agredié al periodista Leo Fernandez Acosta, sin responder como piensan evitar el guiebre de las

Pymes (VER VIDE(HOPEA. 19 January 202EOPEA se solidariza con el periodista formosefio Leonardo Fernandez Acosta

29TN. 27 February2021# 1 1 AAEAT AO AA &1 Oi 1T OA AAAI AOAOI T OPAOOGITA 11 COAOGAG A 4.
3 Noticias Formosa. 28 February 2021El diputado Vizcaino les indica a las comunidades como actuar ante TN. 28 February 2021.
O4AT A1 6 NOA AAOOAO ECOAI NOA AOAT AT OETT , AT AOAGd O AEDOAAT A O 1

31 La Nacion. 7 February 2021Prohibido informar desde Formosa, donde las leyes no rigafobae. 8 February 2021Fuerte repudio a la
decision del gobierno de Formosa de impedir el ingreso de una periodista de La Nacion
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established by the local authorities do not pass the test of reasonableness (...) by suppressing individual
freedoms beyond what® OT 1 ROAAI Ao

25. Attacks against journalists and the media violate the right to freedom of expression in both its
individual and collective dimensions and cannot be tolerated in a democratic society. The Rapporteurship
recalls that Principle 9 of the Decleation of Principles on Freedom of Expression of the IACHR states that "[t]he
murder, kidnapping, intimidation of and/or threats to social communicators, as well as the material destruction
of communications media violate the fundamental rights of individals and strongly restrict freedom of
expression. It is the duty of the state to prevent and investigate such occurrences, to punish their perpetrators
AT A O AT OOOA OEAO OEAOEI O OAAREOA AOA AT i pPA1T OAOEIT 08
26. On the other hand, the Rapporteurship continues to observe the use of judicial mechanisms to limit
journalistic work on matters of high public interest. This Office has followed with particular concern the
ongoing judicial proceedmgs against the investigive journalist of the newspaper Pagina/12, Santiago
/83T TTAT T h ET ATT1TAAOQGEI T >HeEnddno.LE EohfesibrOde M&iAnd Gl&cii $obrd IZE EE O/
trama de poder, politica, negocios y familia de su hermano MaudcRecording to information received, the
reporter has been ordered by the courts to hand over the recordings of the interviews he conducted for his
book on Mauricio Macri, which contravenes national and international standards on the protection of the
secrecy of news sources and cadilpose a risk to his personal integrity?

27.  Also on January 13, the municipality of Quilmes, province of Buenos Aires, filed a criminal complaint
with the federal court against journalist Roberto Carrigall, a reporter for radio statiorDel Bosquefor allegedly
committing the crime of spreading theepidemic and public intimidation. The complaint is allegedly linked to
his coverage of the alleged loss, for lack of refrigeration, of 40 vaccines against the coronavirus by the municipal
government. This Office was informed that the journalist had triedd contact the Quilmes municipal health
department to obtain a statement before publishing the information in question, but had not received a reply

28. The Rapporteurship was also made aware of the decision of the Superior Court of Justice of the
province of San Luis that confirmed the conviction of journalist Diego Masci, for the publication of an electronic
communication, as the main perpetrator of the crime of violation of privacy against the then provincial Minister
of Education (and current provincial Mnister of Environment), Natalia Spinuzza. As reported in the last annual
report of this Office, in 2018, the journalist had published a video of Spinuzza in which she was in Amsterdam
and mentioned having consumed drugs and alcohol with her friends and heartner. According to the
information available, the High Court ruling considered that the information contained in the video lacked
DOAI EA E1T OAOAOGO AT A Agpi AETAA OEAOh £ O EO OI AA DPOI OA
interest, that is to say that the information is of public relevance (...) if there is a genuine interest of society in
ETT xET¢C OEAO ET &£ Oi AGETTh E£Z EO EO OOAmI &£ O A AAAAOA
29. The Office welcomes the decision of @mber | of the Federal Criminal and Correctional Chamber of
the city of Buenos Aires that rejected the appeals of businessmen Gerardo Ferreyra and Néstor Otero, who
requested thatLa Nacidnjournalist Diego Cabot identify the sources consulted for his ingtigation into the
AAOA ET 1 xCladeinds d®laskoini@s case involving alleged acts of corruption allegedly involving Vice
President Cristina Fernandez. According to available information, the judges understood that the proposed
evidence was aime at obtaining information that the journalist had decided to protect under the secrecy of

32La Nacién. 21 May 2021La Corte Suprema ratificé elerecho de LA NACION a informar desde Formosa
33 Revista Noticias. 13 February 2021ns6lita embestida judicial contra Santiago O'Donnell por el libro de los Magiempo Argentino. 8

February2021.0 1 1 i i EAA DI O Al DPAAEAT Achtredhé |As efitrbufstdsial hBrinand de W&ckifobad % Febriad | |

2021./ 61T 1T T Al 1 AT OOACOA 11 0 AOAET O N O/ DiaficcAr. EOMay 2021 (xAust@id indiste Aod flue &1 AOA - AC
DAOET AEOOA /068111 AIT nMirieoMgedA 1 A0 COAAAAETT AO Al

34 Quilmes a diario. 13 January 20221 - OT EAEPET AA 10EI T A0 AAT 61 AEA PAT AT T AT OA Al DPAOEI

E1 £l Ofl; BRIRE Jaduarg021. Gobierno de municipio argentino presenta denuncia penal porifgsrmaciones de un periodista sobre

la vacuna contra la COVHD9; FOPEA. 15 January 202EOPEA repudia y rechaza la denuncia penal radicada por el Municipio de Quilmes
contra el periodista Roberto Carrigall

35 Via Pais. 26 November 202Polémica por laconfirmacion de la condena a un periodista de San  tHsarpe. 30 November 2021Un
nuevo fallo en San Luis impacta sobre la libertad de expresi@DEPA. 9 December 202El interés publico de una noticia: Comentarios
criticos a un pronunciamiento de |psticia puntana




OEA O1 OOAAO 1T &£ ET &£ Oi AGEIT AT A OEAO OEEO EIiPIEAO A OEI
PDEI T AOO 11 xEEAE OA OOIA T &£ 1 Ax EO AAOGAAG

30. This Ofice was also pleased by the decision of the Federal Chamber of the City of Buenos Aires that
upheld the acquittal of journalist Daniel Santoro, who was charged with alleged participation in the crime of
attempted extortion against businessman Gabriel Tr&fAAT OAh ET A AAOA ET O1 1 OET C - A
responsible for leading an illegal gang that extorted and threatened businessmen. According to available
information, the judges understood that Daniel Santoro only overly relied on the veracity ohé information
POi OEAAA AU - AOAAITT $o0!1 AOCOEI AO A OO1 OOAXBhBSRFO® OEAO
has followed this case with particular attention, and notes that beyond the aforementioned advances, there is
an erosion and expsure of the journalist that can be interpreted in a criminalizing way and modulate the public
perception of the press in that sense.

31.  On the other hand, the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression has continued to
record statements by highlevel authorities that disqualify the work of journalists who report on government
wrongdoings and of media outlets whose editorial lines are critical of the government. Also, according to the
information reported, government officials have tried to hold the press responsible for its publications on
alleged acts of corruption in the management of supplies and the COVID vaccination campaign. On 23
February 2021, at a press conference held during an official visit to Mexico, the Presidafiegedly singled out
ET OO1T Al EOOOh 1T Pl OEOEITT DIl EOEAAT 1 AAAARAOOG AT A 1 Ai AROO
AAIi PAECT 6 ACAET OO OEA ci 6AOT i AT O ET ATT1TAAOCEIT xEOE OE
that had been opeating within the Ministry of Health, which led to the resignation of the then Minister of
Healths8. As this Office was able to learn, on 23 February 2021, when consulted by journalist Luis Novaresio on
La Redradio, the head of the national Cabinet refelk A O1T OEA | AOOAO AT A AEZEOI AA OE
the presss3®

32. In October, the Minister of Security of the Nation reportedly published on his social networks an
intimidating message against the cartoonist Cristian Dzwonik, popularly known by hisickname Nik, which
included private information about the educational institution attended by his daughters. The official's message
was in response to a critical reflection of the cartoonist on the subsidies and social plans promoted by the
national government 40 According to publicly available information, in the days following this event, Cristian
Dzwonik reported an increase in threats against him on social networks, and publicly blamed the official for it,
Pl ETOET ¢ O OEA | ETHOGDIS @1 ARGBE Gd AMA OEG AE ORABU OET T AT AA C
AEOEUAT 66h AT A AT A O OAHaked With theEeadtidna, thé MihisEr oh Se&umyArepteEdlyl
xAOT AA 1 AOAO OEAO OOEAOA EO 11 OOEAEDI adib AEAODERO IOE OE ix
i AOOAO ACAET OO0 EEioh AT A APiI11CEUA& OEA AT UITA EAA O1TA
3. 1 AAT OAET ¢ OI OAPI OO0 OAAAEOAA AU OEEO / £EZEAARh OEA A
of the political opposition who express opinions critical of the government or journalists who investigate issues
of public interest that link officials to alleged acts of corruption. On March 1, during the inaugural speech of the
ordinary sessions of the National Congress, the @sident reportedly criticized the work of some media outlets

36 Perfil. 30 June 2021Notable fallo de la Justicia que protege las fuentes periodistiéBEPA. 30 June 202Relevante fallo que protege las
fuentes informativas y la libertad de expresip@larin. 30 June 2021La Camara Federal avald el secreto profesional periodistico en la causa
de los Cuadernos de las Coimas

37 Perfil. 14 October 2021.Caso D'Alessio: confirman el sobreseimiento de Daniel SaptbaoNacion. 14 October 2021Confirman el
sobreseimiento del periodista Daniel Santoro

38 El Mundo. February 23, 2021Alberto Fernandez ataca a la oposicion, la justicia y los medios ante el escandalo de la 'vacunacion VIP' en
Argenting; Clarin. February 23, 2021EIl Presidente culp6 a los mied por el escandalo del vacunatorio VIP, vigéa GacetaFebruary 23,

2021.7 1 1 cOT 1T O POT OT AT i1 O OA OAIT.OAAOTIT6h AAI EOEE !''1 AAOOI &AOT UT AAU

39TN. February 23,20213 AT OEACT #AAEAOI d O%i OAAOQI AGinfolaé.Febryafy 2332021 (Santiagd CafletoOT  AA 1 1 ¢
"3AT OEACI #AAEAOI d Owi 6AAOT AOI OET 6ED AO O1 EI OAT 61 AA 110 PAOEI AEO
40 Clarin. October 11, 2021%1  OOEO Al AT AUAT OA AA 1T pAAl &AOT UT; ADEPAORtOberAD 2021. EE U 0O
Expresiones intimidatorias del ministro de Seguridad contra Nik

41 The Nation. October 19, 2021.. EE OAODPI 1T OAAEI EU& A 1T pAAl &AOTUIAAU BT O T AO Ai AT AUA

es incitar la violenciadesde la1 O1  AAT D1 AAnbito Eidahdierd.Odtobek £2] 2021 Sigue la escalada: ahora Nik responsabilizé
a Anibal Fernandez por las amenazas recibidas

42 Perfil. October 12, 2021 Anibal Fernandez minimizo la amenaza contra Nik: "No me arrepien#?4. October 12, 2021Anibal Fernandez
Oi 1 OEe A EAAI AO Oi AOA T A.PATAA Ail . EEd “.1 i A AOOADPEAT Oi 6
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system in which judges, prosecutors, alleged spies and renowned journalists intermingle to illegally monitor

PDAT PI A ET AOOOT AU O1 AiTAOAO EOAEAEAI A@Oi OOEiITo6h Al10

lawfare (00 O1 ACAI xAOZAOA6Qq AT A EOO OOA O1 AAI ACEOEI EUA AA

reacted to this discourse. TheAsociacién de Entidades Periodisticas de Argenti#alepa) warned that the

lawfare theory seems to be an attempt to dis@dit journalistic investigations; and the Foro de Periodismo

Argentinoj &/ 0 %! qQ Al T OEAAOAA OEAO OET AAAEOQEIT O AAEIT C EIT OE

£l O EI OOT A1 EOOO AT A A OOAD AAABNXAOAO ET OEA AT 1 OOOOAOQE
3. The3OAOA 1T &£ ' OCAT OET A EAO OAAI Cl EUAA OEAO OOEA 1 AAE

great social relevance, and have among their primary objectives the promotion and guarantee of freedom of

expression, research, search and dissemination ofdel Oi AOET 1 xEOEET OEA A&AOAI Axi OE 1

context, they reported that on 5 April 2021, the Secretariat for Human Rights and the Office of the Public

Defender of Audiovisual Communication Services signed an agreement that establishes astifntional

framework to implement actions, projects and programs that promote human rights, particularly from media

DAOODPAAOEOAAS8 | AAT OAETI ¢ O OEAi h OEAOA AT OEOEAO EAOA A]

responsible media treatment ofthe civi-i E1 EQOAOU AEAOAOI OOEED AT A OEA DPOI AAO

Ol AAOOOAT AET ¢ OEAO OOEA AAANOGAOA Al OA Oniahy dictaorsbig A EFAAOO

and the process of memory, truth and justice require the incorpation of a perspective respectful of human

OECEOOh O1 AOI EA OEA OADPOI AGAOGEIT 1 £ AEOAT OOOAOG OEAOD i
35. In addition, the state authorities reported that, in the context of the election year, the Office of the

Ombudsman for Audiovisual Commuication Services signed the Ethical Pact against Disinformation promoted

by the Argentine Federation of Press Workers (FATPREN) and by communication universities, journalism

institutes and organizations, supposedly for the purpose of promoting informatiotransparency in the context

of the mid-term elections#> The Rapporteurship also welcomes the information provided by the State

regarding the approval of the first Code of Ethics of Public Televisiqas mandated by the Law on Audiovisual

Communication Sevices? which, according to the State, was the result of a broad and pluralistic debate in

which specialists from the academic, human rights, professional, cultural, trade union, national and

international organizations, as well as social organizations pécipated. According to the information received,

the approved Code of Ethics has followed good practices on ethics and responsible treatment of news and

fiction on historically vulnerable groups, women, LGTTBIQ+ groups, migrants, afdescendants, elderly

people, children and adolescents, on issues such as institutional violence, genocides, problematic consumption,

addictions and abusedg6

36. The IACHR and its Rapporteurship have pointed out that journalism is one of the most important
manifestations of freecm of expression in democratic societies, as it fosters more robust, pluralistic, and
informed public debates. States must ensure full respect for freedom of the press, which is also a fundamental
element for the exercise of other fundamental freedoms.

37. In democratic systems, the State submits itself to social scrutiny and, at the same time, has the duty to
guarantee the freedom of expression of all persons who participate in the public debate. In this sense, the IACHR
and its Rapporteurship have pointed otithat those who hold positions of public leadership must ensure that
their statements do not harm the rights of those who contribute to the debate through the expression and
dissemination of their thoughts, such as journalists and the media. According the Inter-American Court of
Human Rights, such statements by public officials could constitute an indirect restriction on the right to
freedom of expression. While the exchange of arguments and public exposure of disagreements enrich the

43 ADEPA Twitter account (@Adepargentina)l March 2021; Perfil. 1 March 2021. Adepa critic6 a Fernandez por vincular la tarea
periodisticacorDE] OAOAOAG PI AAOT 01T O U Ai 1 OPEOAOGEOI 0d

44 Permanent Mission of the Argentine Republic to the OAS. Information sent by the State for the Annual Report of the OffiteeoSpecial
Rapporteur. 21 September 2021. Archive of the Office of the Special Rapportéar Freedom of Expression.

45 Permanent Mission of the Argentine Republic to the OAS. Information sent by the State for the Annual Report of the OffitesoSpecial
Rapporteur. 21 September 2021. Archive of the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freadof Expression.

46 Information sent by the State for the Annual Report of the Office of the Special Rapporteur. October 19, 2021. Archive oftfiee of the
Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression; Government of Argentiiecember 9, 2021Se presentd hoy el primer Cédigo de Etica de
la Televisién Publica



https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/se-presento-hoy-el-primer-codigo-de-etica-de-la-television-publica
https://www.argentina.gob.ar/noticias/se-presento-hoy-el-primer-codigo-de-etica-de-la-television-publica

debate, speechedtat encourage the stigmatization of the press erode the democratic system and contribute to
a climate of selfcensorship.

38. As the IACHR and the InteAmerican Court have repeatedly held, public officials or candidates for
public office are exposed to @reater degree of public criticism due to the public interest nature of the activities
they perform and because they have voluntarily exposed themselves to more demanding scrutiny. This does
not imply, the Court noted, that they cannot be judicially proteied from slander; however, they must be
protected in a manner consistent with the principles of democratic pluralism and weighing the interest of such
protection against the interests of open and uninhibited debate on public affairs. In this regard, the@mission
and the Court have insisted that the use of criminal mechanisms to punish speech on matters of public interest,
especially in relation to public officials, is incompatible with interAmerican standards.

39. The Rapporteurship calls on the Argentine &te to strengthen guarantees for the press throughout the
country, and particularly in those provincial territories that face particular obstacles, as shown by the cases
mentioned in this report. The Office also notes that a considerable part of the respdar and guarantee of the
exercise of freedom of expression and press freedom in Argentina is deposited in the courts, and therefore
recommends that the State take into account the standards of the inté&merican human rights system.

B. Freedom of expression , rule of law and demaocratic institutions

40. In 2021, the Office of the Special Rapporteur received reports on the allegedly violent actions of public
forces in various operations. In particular, this Office followed with concern the situation of alleged
deterioration of the protections of the right to freedom of expression and the weakening of the rule of law in
the province of Formosa. On 5 March 2021, the IACHR and its Rapporteurship received information on
excessive use of police force during public demotrations in Formosa, following the decision to return to Phase
1 in the provincial capital in light of the increase in COVH29 cases. According to information received, police
officers reportedly used rubber bullets, tear gas and beatings against demonators and journalists, resulting
in the arrest of at least 30 people and several injuriés On this occasion, councilwoman Gabriela Neme
reportedly suffered a broken arm, due to the actions of the police, and her son was shot in the neck, where he
had undergone highrisk surgery .48

41. In this context, the Rapporteurship also received information atut the allegedly violent detention of
councillors Gabriela Neme and Celeste Ruiz Diaz on 21 January by the Formosa police when they were leading
A DPOT OAOGOh AAUO AEOCAO TTA 1T /&£ OEAI AATT O1T AAA OEA AllAC
patients with COVID19 run by the provincial government. The municipal legislators were held for several
hours in a police station until they were released, according to this Offi¢e

42.  The Rapporteurship was also informed about alleged acts of police repressim the context of protests
related to the environment. For example, according to the information available, in April, activists from the El
Algarrobo Assembly denounced alleged searches and detentions by the police of a group of citizens who were
mobilizing in opposition to a mining project in the city of Andalgald, in the province of CatamargaLikewise,
on March 22, the police reportedly detained environmentalists and members of social organizations who were
demonstrating in the city of Parand, provice of Entre Rios, against a logging proje&tin the following weeks,
human rights organizations and academic institutions signed a petition addressed to the mayor of the city of

0AOAT U AOEET C EEI OiF AOi® OEA 1 AxOérd Gat foCidh protedtds aO EA  AAT

47 Perfil. 5 March 2021.Formosa | Represion y balas de goma en lastestas por el regreso a Fase 1 de la cuarentehendoza Post. 5
February 2021.Balas de goma y represion en Formosa porgue no quieren volver a FEdnfolhae. 5 March 2021Graves incidentes y heridos

en Formosa en una protesta contra la vuelta a la Edlsde cuarenteny , OEO ' AOOIT 1 A8 04 x E O G Alddch AdRIATwiidr & | o, OE O’
account of the Association of Journalistic Entities of Argentina ADEPA (@AdepargentiriaMarch 2021; Infobae. 5 March 2020Palazos y

balas de goma en Formosa puona protesta contra la vuelta a la Fase 1 de la cuarentena

48 Gabriela Neme's Twitter account (@gabrielanemeh March 2021

49 Clarin. 21 January 2021Detuvieron durante varias horas a dos concejalas opositoras en Formosa que denunciaron al gobernatdtor Gil
Insfrén; Infobae. 21 January 2021Detuvieron en Formosa a las concejalas que habian denunciado a Gildo Insfran por las condiciones
inhumanas en los centros de aislamiento

50 P4gina 12. 14 April 2021Andalgald: los asambleistas denunciargersecuciones y "allanamientos arbitrarios y violentg®iario Crénica.

15 April 2021. Pediran la liberacion de asambleistas detenidos en Catamaiwitter account of CELS (@CELS_Argentinah April 2021.

51 El Once. 22 March 2021Protestas en calle Rado: hubo detenidos por intentar impedir la obr&Radio Nacional. 22 March 2021Lala de




essential element for the existence and consolidation of democratic societies and is protected by a wide range
i £ AT T OOEOOOEIT AT AT A AT1T OAT OET T R OECEOO AT A EOAAATI O
43. Despite the aforementioned reports,the Special Rapporteur welcomes the decision of the Second
Chamber of the Supreme Court of Mendoza that acquitted Roberto Macho and Raquel Blas, two union
representatives of the State Workers Association (ATE) of Mendoza, in a case brought against thenh&ving
cut off a street in front of Government House in the city of Mendoza, in 2016, as part of a demonstration
I OCATEUAA AU x1 OEA0O0CS OTEITO8 "1 OE OTEIT 1T AT AAOO EAA
Criminal Court of the First Judicial DOOEAOh &£ O DPOAOAT OEI ¢ OEA O11 0i Al T PA
because of the demonstration®. In reversing the conviction and ruling in their favor, the sentence of the
3O0POAIT A #1 600 1T £ ~OOOEAA 1T £ - Al Al tivk povéipitheS@ate iOdchse OEAO O
of these characteristics must be analyzed in light of the expansive and indoctrination effects that the
AOEI ET Al EUAOQET T T £ 01 AEAI-AmbriddnGtdndedds thdt dteEt AOright to AriteSE T C Al O
anA OEA MEOAAAT I T &£ AOGOGAI AT u AT A AOOI AEAOGET 18 4EA 0Ol ET(
criminal mechanisms against those who demonstrate legitimately can have on societiés.
44.  The State of Argentina has indicated to this Office that erof the priority areas of work of the national
Ci OAOT T AT O EAOG AAAT OO pOiiiT OA A AOI OO0OAT AEAT CA O A«
by law enforcement officials, including the violation of the right to social protest, an essentialement of any
AAT T AOAAU68 )1 OEEO OAT 6Ah OEA 30A0A Ai PEAOGEUAO OEAO Ol
OANOGAOGO 1T £/ OEAOCEI O 1T £ ET OOEOOOEIT Al
cases. The StatelaOT OADBI OOAA OEAO OEA -ETEOOOU 1T &£ 3AAOOEOU T £ O
AT A AEAT T COAo 1T &£ OAOEI OO O1 AEAT AT1T £Z EAOOh AT A DOTIT(
ministerial authorities and representatives of various clamant groups, with the aim of strengthening the
mechanism of resolution of various social problems, and respect the right to protest and freedom of
AoDOAGOET T &
5. )1 AAAEOETTh OEA 30AO0A OADPI OOAA OEAO A wddiel O T £ O
Chamber of Deputies a draft Comprehensive Law against Institutional Violence that would seek to generate
tools to help prevent and eradicate cases of institutional violence throughout the country. According to them,
the bill includes a specifidd EADOAO 11 O ET EI Oi 001 A0 &£ O OEA ET OAOOAT O
AATT1T OOOAOQEI T OG6h xEEAE E-/Addidamdtaddar@sidéveldpédiinithe IAGHROE&pArt ) T OAO
0001 OGAGO AT Ass( O AT 2ECEOOO
46. Social protest, which includes theights to peaceful assembly, association and freedom of expression,
is a fundamental tool in the defense of democracy and human rights, and it is the duty of the State to guarantee
the exercise of these rights. In its report on Protest and Human Rights, ti®CHR noted that criminalization in
contexts of social protests has a chilling effect on society as a whole, and can prevent or inhibit this type of
expression. In addition, the IACHR and the InteAmerican Court have understood that the use of force
conditutes a last resort that, limited qualitatively and quantitatively, seeks to prevent an act of greater gravity
OEAT OEAO xEEAE DOI O1 EAO OEA 30A0A60 OAAAOCEIT B8 7EOEEI]
for the use of force to be jusfied, the principles of legality, absolute necessity, and proportionality must be
satisfied. States must also bear in mind that freedom of expression protects the right to record and disseminate
any incident, and that they must provide journalists with thenighest degree of protection so that they can carry
out their work freely and keep society informed on matters of high public interest.

C. Freedom of expression and the fight against discrimination and exclusion

52 Pagina Politica. 27 April 2021Madres, Corepi y el CELS le piden a Bahl que no criminalice el reclamo ambientalista

53 Los Andes. 18 March 2021La Corte dio vuelta un fallo y salvé a Macho y a Blas de una condena a pgrigiarPais. 18 March 2021.
Absolvieron a Raquel Blas y Roberto Macho porcorte de calle en 2016

54 Supreme Court of Justice of Mendoz&econd Chamber. F. v. BLAS BAZAN, RAQUEL MARIA; MACHO, ROBERTO ANTONIO P/
ENTORPECIMIENTO DE SERVICIOS PUBLICOS S/ CASMRION17, 2021. Available athttps://www.slideshare.net/edugajar do/blas-
244657452,

55 Permanent Mission of the Argentine Republic to the OAS. Information sent by the State for the Annual Report of the OffitieeoSpecial
Rapporteur. 21 September 2021. Archive of the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom ofrespion.

56 Permanent Mission of the Argentine Republic to the OAS. Information sent by the State for the Annual Report of the OffitiesoSpecial
Rapporteur. 21 September 2021. Archive of the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression.




47.  The Rapporteurship was informed aboutalleged acts of harassment against a group of women
ET OO1T Al EOOO AZEZOAO OEA DPOAI EAAOGETT 1T &£ Al ET OAOOECAOETT .
public personalities and political circles that would have positions against sexual and peoductive rights in
Argentina. According to received information, on July 13, after launching the website with the investigation,
which was also rebroadcasted by several national media, the authors were the target of telephone threats and
harassment camp#ns on social networks that included disparagement, misogynistic insults, and doxing; in
addition to an alleged denial of service (DoS) attack on the website, leaving it inaccessible. Also, as reported to
this Office, some deputies and senators from oppib®n parties have reportedly submitted bills repudiating
the investigation. The harassment campaigns reportedly placed special emphasis on the feminist activism of
OEA AOOEI OO0 AO A TACAOGEOA Al Ai AT ORh ET lrignsAO O1 AEONOAI
48.  This Office also recorded with concern the complaint of journalist Carolina Ponce de Le6n,Redio
Universidad de Tucumarwho said she had been the victim of sexual abuse by three political activists during
coverage at the localGovernment House, in the context of the November 14 legislative elections. According to
OEA OADPI OOAOR OEA DPAOOIT xEI xAO COAOAET ¢ OEA biI AAA Ol
The complaint was filed in court, where the Special ProsécO1 06 O 5T EO &£ O #0EIi A0 ACAET OC
intervene 58 Mariana Romero, a journalist withLos Primeros T\de Tucuman, later reported that she had been
subjected to a similar situation in the previous months, when she was covering the speedtitee then provincial
governor, Juan Manzur, during the primary elections held on September 2.

49.  On 11 June 2021, the Congress of the Nation approved Law No. 27.635 on Gender Equity in the
Representation of Genders in the Communication Services of the &rgine Republic®® As reported by the
Argentine State, the law promotes gender parity from a sexual diversity perspective in communication services,
regardless of the platform used, establishing a mandatory regime for communication services operated by
state-run providers and a promotional regime for communication services operated by private feprofit and
non-profit providers. According to the information provided, media services operated by privately managed
DOl OEAAOO OEAO AOA CAAODORAE DABADCAEIAIRAOCAARANOCEOAT DOAEAOA
advertising.51
s0. 4EA OAPT OO O77T i AT 1001 Al EOOO AT A &OAAATI 1T A& %@DOA
threats and violence faced by all human rights defenders and journalists the region, women belonging to
these groups are exposed to additional or specific risks. By challenging chauvinistic stereotypes that condemn
their participation in public life, they face violence and discrimination, as well as differentiated forms of
violence by state and norstate actors. The report also mentions that women journalists are one of the groups
of women particularly affected by online violence, which leads to setfensorship and is a direct attack against
called on the States of the Americas to strengthen and implement legal measures, public policies and other
i AAOOOAO OEAO bpOT i1 OA AT A DPOT OAAOD egualipacipaion inhublikA OOEED
debate, including in the exercise of journalism and media management.

D. Freedom of Expression and the Internet

51.  According to the information received, on 4 June 2021, Chamber Il of the Federal Chamber of La Plata
reversed the first instance sentence and acquitted an individual who was charged with the crime of public
intimidation for publishing a message on Twitter in which he criticized former President Mauricio Macri and

57 Pagina 12. 16 June 202Periodistas de todo el pais y la regién se solidarizan con colegas gue investigaron "La reaccién conseryadora"

Twitter account of Cosecha Roja (@cosecharojdp June 2021

58 Perfil. 16 November 2021 Periodista denuncié que fuénmanoseada" en la Casa de Gobierno de Tucupt@nGaceta. 17 November 2021.

La periodista Carolina Ponce de Ledn denuncid abuso sexual en la Casa de Gobierno

5. AOEAT A 211 A01 80 4 xEOOASNAdmAdr DRIl Tucumah® BANbvardbere@® & OE AT AAOOAAA Al OOA
denuncia de abuso sexual en Casa de GobieAM 750. 17 November 20210- Al I OAAAAS6 U OAT AAOOAAA AT OOA O
denunciaron abuso sexual mientras cubrian las eleccigr&?4. 17 November 2021Dos periodistas desmciaron que fueron abusadas en la

Casa de Gobierno de Tucuman

60 Official Gazette of the Argentine Republic. 8 July 202Law 27635 on Gender Equity in the Representation of Genders in the

Communication Services of the Argentine RepublidFJ. 14 June 202Argentina: se aprobé la Ley de Equidad de Género en los medios de
comunicacion

61 Permanent Mission of the Argentine Republic to the OAS. Information sent by the State for the Annual Report of the OffitiesoSpecial

Rapporteur. 21 &ptember 2021. Archive of the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression.
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that the action is intended to instill public fear or cause tumult or disorderand raise alarm or threaten the
ATTTEOOEIT 1T &£ A AOEI A8 4 EpneriBan GBUn@drights GtériddEds gnd okt Au OB EI
among other things, that there was a lack of precision with respect to the conduct attributed that would have

given rise to the configuration of the criminal offense. In this sense, the judgment highlights that stating that

OEA OxAAO DOAI EAAOCEIT Ai1 OOEOOOAO OEA AOEI A 1T £ POAI EA
social networks have currently taken (...Although, logically we are talking about expressions that may well be

classified as offensive (...) it is not the criminal law that is called upon to resolve these issues. In any event, there

are other ways to discourage actions of this type, whichdon@ANOE OA OEA ET EQOEAQE®1T 1 £ AC

52.  This Office was informed that on May 15, the Secretariat of Domestic Trade issued an injunction for
&AAAATTE OF OOCOPAT A OEA EIDPIAI AT OAGEIT T &£ 7TEAO0O0!' PPSO
considering that it could constitute a situation of abuse of dominant position. The decision of the entity was
taken based on the opinion of the National Commission for the Defense of Competition (CNDC), which
AT 1T OEAAOAA OEAO OOEA 1 Ax uld BaArO@mp@tiion @rdl EHd Adhétal €onbnicAEA O Al
interest, thus violating the Law of Defense of Competition, more precisely an infringement of art. 1 of Law
¢xhttgo8 ! AAT OAET ¢ O 1T A£ZEEAEA]I ET &£ O AGET 1 hnvestigalel A OEA |
the use that Facebook will give to the data obtained from WhatsApp users which, supposedly, could be used for
AT T T AOAEAIS DPDOODT OAODO

53. Also, according to information received by the Office of the Rapporteur, in March the Supreme Court
of JusticcOAEAAOAA ' T1 Cl A8O Al A rlesidenit dristidaFerAdAde£in heravghit aQainst] /£ 6 E A /
OEA AT I PATU &£ O AOOTI AEAOCETI ¢ EAO TAT A xEOE OcBideAOAOEDO
had filed a lawsuit to request an urgentomputer expertise as an advance test, which was objected by Google
on the grounds that it implied a violation of trade secrets. According to the ruling of the Supreme Court, the
EOOOEAA AADPAOOGI AT O AT 01 A AAAAOGO 'l CORR®D ®RALOD ADOATO OB O Ad
OIT1T A pOOPI OA 1T £ AARACETI ¢ EAO8h EO Al OAOAAGS

54.  This Office was also informed that, through a public bidding process carried out by the Secretariat of
Communication and Press, the Government would have sought to hireaserA A T £ OOOAAEEIT ¢ AT A |
social networks (Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, TikTok, YouTube, Pinterest, Twitch, Reddit), discussion forums
(Taringa, Reddit, Quora, Blogspot, Medium, blogs in general, etc.); comments on news portals and any other
sourtAA T £ AT T OAT O AT ATYT O AECEOAI bl AOAE Oi OEAO EO 1T £ EI
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Communicationss The tender is said to have been prawarded to the firm CatapultaDigital SRL but, to this
| FEEAASO ET1T x1 AACAh 1 AOAO OAEAAOGAA O&I O AAET ¢ OAAET EAAI
AT A OEA OEETI A Al 1T OAAG
55.  According to information provided by the State, during 2021 the Human Rights Secretariaetcted
fake Twitter accounts that, according to information provided, contained profiles created with names and
photos of people who disappeared during the civimilitary dictatorship, as well as allegedly offensive images
and insulting biographies. The acounts were reportedly denounced and subsequently suspended by the social

62 Federal Chamber of La Platd June 2021 CFP 9137/2017. "NN s/IntimidacionPublica’.

Diario Constitucional. 28 July 2021Tribunal de Argentina revoca sentenciaug condend a un individuo que publicé en Twitter que pondria
una bomba en la Casa Rosgdaiario Judicial. 22 July 2021Twittear en broma no es delito

63 Gobierno de Argentina. 17 May 2021Nuevas Condiciones del Servicio y PoliticasPdzacidad de WhatsAppOfficial Bulletin of the
Argentine Republic. 14 May 2021Resolution 492/2021; Perfil. 15 May 2021 Dictan cautelar contra Facebook para evitar que WhatsApp
acceda a informacién privada de usuaripBagina 12. 15 May 2021El Gobieno dict6 una medida cautelar contra Facebook para evitar que
WhatsApp acceda a informacion privada de los usuarios

64 Perfil. 19 March 2021.La Corte Suprema fall6 a favor de Cristina Kirchner en su demanda contra GpbalBlacion. 19 March 2021La
Corte Suprema fall6 a favor de Cristina Kirchner en la demanda contra Google

65 Perfil. 13 May 2021 El Gobierno quiere monitorear las redes socigl#rofesional. 13 May 2021E| Gobierno quiere hacer un "monitoreo”
de redss sociales. blogs y foros de portales de noticias

66 La Nacion. 13 May 20210ficial: el Gobierno busc6 monitorear redes sociales, pero se presenté una sola empresa y dio marcha atras




network, according to the information reported. In this context, the Secretariat for Human Rights said that they

EAOA 1 AAA OEAI OAl OAO AOGAEI AAT A &sires @Eplevert thét nis type o001 E

O1 £1 0001 AGA AOGAT 66 AOA OAPAAOGAA Al A OlikevBs® inGdaedionA AAO

with this event, the State has indicated that in May 2021 a virtual meeting was held between authorities bet

Secretariat for Human Rights and representatives of Twitter, in which the government authorities asked them

01 OAAAIT T A DPOI AAGEOAI U ET O 1 OAA ET OEA bDOI AAOGO 1 &

grandchildren who still do not know their true identity, as well as to establish clear rules on the social network

Ol AiTTAAIT OEA TACAOEI T EOO AEOAI O®OA OACAOAET ¢ 30A0A
56. The Argentine State has also highlighted that in June 2021 it adhered to the United Nations Pact for

Information and Democracy, which commits signatory countries to favor online access to free, independent,

pluralistic and reliable information; establishes democratic principles such as political, ideological and

religious neutrality for algorithms; and emphasizes the responsibility of digital service providers to promote

reliable content and pluralism in indexing®®

57.  Freedom of expression applies to the internet in the same way that it applies to all media. The IACHR
and its Office of the Special Rapporteurdve previously stated that human rights and, in particular, the right to
freedom of expression, find in the internet a unique instrument to deploy its enormous potential in broad
sectors of the population, and that its relevance as a platform for the enjment and exercise of human rights
is directly linked to the architecture of the network and the principles that govern it, including the principle of
openness, decentralization, and neutrality. In this framework, the Rapporteurship reiterates that any meags
that have a restrictive impact on the exercise of the right to freedom of expression of individuals in the digital
space are only acceptable when they comply with international standards that provide, among other things,
that they must be provided for by law, pursue a legitimate aim recognized by international law, and be
necessary and proportionate to that aim.

67 Permanent Mission of the Argentine Republic to the OAS. Information sent by the State for the Annual Report of the OffitieeoSpecial
Rapporteur. 21 September 2021. Archive of the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression.

68 PermanentMission of the Argentine Republic to the OAS. Information sent by the State for the Annual Report of the Office of the Specia
Rapporteur. 21 September 2021. Archive of the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression.

69 Permanent Mission ofthe Argentine Republic to the OAS. Information sent by the State for the Annual Report of the Office of the Special
Rapporteur. 21 September 2021. Archive of the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression.
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BAHAMAS

58. During 2021, the Office of the Special Rapporteur continued to view with concern the lack of
implementation of the Freedom of Information Act- FOIA, sanctioned in 2017, despite some events considered
progress. Defamation remains a criminal offense punishable by up to two years in prison. This Office has also
been concerned about the establishmerdf criminal offenses to sanction the dissemination of false information
within the framework of the emergency regulations due to the pandemic.

A. Freedom of Expression, Rule of Law, and Democratic Institutions

59. As indicated in its last annual report, thisOffice of the Special Rapporteur reported the lack of progress
regarding the implementation of the Freedom of Information Act FOIA, which was sanctioned in 2017. This
Office salutes the that in the framework of the celebration of World Press Freedom Ddlge attorney general
of the Bahamas appointed the first Freedom of Information Commissioner and the first Deputy Freedom of
Information Commissioner’. Although the election was considered by some as a clearer approach to a law that
guarantees citizens acess to public informatiort?, the Office of the Special Rapporteur views with concern the
ET £ Oi AOGEI T OEAO OEA 1T ££EAA x1 O1 A 110 AA TPAOADEI T Al E
According to the information received, in November, the government's press secretary announced that he had
already identified several agencies to help launch the Freedom of Information pilot program. However, he
would not have given dates for when he woul start the program whose initiatives would include finding a
"suitable location" for the headquarters of the program's office33
600 4EA &OAAAT T 1T £ )1 A& O AGEI OO OBHDE ixIA O0 IDAIOD 11 /&£ GEA 08 & LOA
(FNM) that Prime MinisterHubert Minnis launched on August 3, 2016, and which included, among other things,
the enactment of a law to protect whistleblowers and a Transparency in Government Act, a reinforcement of
the Prevention of Corruption and Bribery Act; the limitation of themandates of prime ministers; and a system
of removal of congress representatives with poor performanc@. In this sense, this Office has been informed
about the lack of progress in this matter.

61. The Office of the Special Rapporteur recalls that the transpamcy and accountability of public powers
strengthen democratic systems. Principle 4 of the IACHR Declaration of Principles on Freedom of Expression
AOOAAT EOEAO OEAO Ofr AYAAAOGO O1 EIT £ OI AGET 1T EAéshavd U OEA
the obligation to guarantee the full exercise of this right. This principle allows only exceptional limitations that
must be previously established by law in case of a real and imminent danger that threatens national security in
democratic societiecdD 86 , EEAXxEOAh AO EAO AAAT DiEI OAA 1060h OEEO OE
OA1l AGAA Oi OEA POETAEDPI A 1T &£ OOAT OPAOAT AU 1T £ OEA AAIETE
constituted as a means to achieve the common goddithin this context, the owner of the information is the
ET AEOEAOAT xET AAI ACAOAA OEA EATAIEIC T £ DpOAIT EA AEEAEO

70 Eyewitness News. 3 May 3, 202IEOIA: Information Commissioner and Deputy Commissioner appointe Gleaner. May 4, 2021.

Bahamas appoints freedom of information commissiondihe Tribune. May 3, 2021Thompson Named As First In Freedom Of Information

Role

71 Eyewitness. May 4, 2021Bahamas Pess Club applauds appointment of freedom of information commissioner

72 The Tribune. May 3, 2021Thompson Named As First In Freedom Of InformatiRale

73 The Tribune. November 26, 202100 E1 1 06 01 AT &1 O & OAAAT I / £ )1 &£ OI ACGET 1
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https://ewnews.com/foia-information-commissioner-and-deputy-commissioner-appointed
https://jamaica-gleaner.com/article/world-news/20210504/bahamas-appoints-freedom-information-commissioner
http://www.tribune242.com/news/2021/may/03/thompson-named-first-freedom-information-role/
http://www.tribune242.com/news/2021/may/03/thompson-named-first-freedom-information-role/
https://ewnews.com/bahamas-press-club-applauds-appointment-of-freedom-of-information-commissioner
http://www.tribune242.com/news/2021/may/03/thompson-named-first-freedom-information-role/
http://www.tribune242.com/news/2021/nov/26/pilot-plan-freedom-information/

BARBADOS

62. The Office of the Special Rapporteur continues to observe challenges to freedom of expression with
regard to working conditions for journalists in Barbados. Some of them speak of little training and low wages
that end up leading them to leave the profession. Likewise, the right to protest was restricted in the country, at
times for health reasons and at dter times for alleged political reasons.

A. Journalism and Democracy

63. Inthe context of concerns expressed by media workers about the employment contracts they received,
the country's Labor Department offered assistance to these workers by raising awarenesbkaait their labor
rights. The head of that department reported that some of the complaints received had to do with vacations,
other leave, and health and safety issues, among other things.

B. Freedom of Expression, Rule of Law and Democratic Institutions

64. The country experienced some protests against making the COVID vaccine mandatory. One of the
largest took place on August 6, in which some 2,000 people gathered. The demonstration was broken up
without using violence, according to reportgé

65. In the framework of Barbados' process to officially become an independent republic by severing its
relationship with the British monarchy,”” there were some restrictions on demonstrations. Thus, for example,
the organizers of a protest in Barbados against Prince Charles demanding reparations for slavery reported that
the government had forced them to cancel it. The event was scheduled to tgiace on November 29 in the
capital, Bridgetown, hours before the prince made a speech on the country's conversion to a republic. The
organizers said that while the government did not give them permission, it did allow a series of officially
organized meetngs. Likewise, a group that expressed concern about this transition to a republic was blocked.
Police officers stopped the march and the participants had to stay in a pafk.

66. This Office recalls that social protest, which includes the rights to peacefulnarmed assembly,
association, and freedom of expression, is a fundamental tool for the defense of democracy and human rights.
The State therefore has a duty to guarantee its free exercise. In its report "Protest and Human Rights", the
IACHR highlighted tfat holding meetings, demonstrations, and protests is a central activity of many
associations and organizations and, in this regard, States have a duty to provide the necessary means for them
to freely carry out their activities and to refrain from imposing obstacles that hinder the performance of their
work. Additionally, the IACHR has found that the exercise of the right of assembly through social protest must
not be subject to the requirement of obtaining authorization from authorities or excessive requaments that
make them difficult to carry out. Legal requirements that enable the banning or limiting of an assembly or
demonstration by, for example, requiring a permit are not compatible with the exercise of the right to assembly
or with freedom of expression in the Inter-American system.

75 Barbados Today. May 28, 202Media workers to get input from labour office

76 Barbados Today. August 6, 202Hundreds march against mandatory COV® vaccine in BarbadgAmsterdam NewsAugust 12, 2021.

Governments get pushback for vaccine mandates

77 BBC Mundo. November 30, 202Eindelamon® NOp A AT " AOAAAT Od O.1 0 NOEOAIT O Ai Udbci AT 1T1E
51 EAl o

78 News Concerns. November 30, 2021Barbados Slavery Protest Against Prince Charles Cancelled By Government, Organisgrs Say
Independent. November 3, 2021Barbados slavery protest against Prince Charles cancelled by government, organisers say



https://barbadostoday.bb/2021/05/28/media-workers-to-get-input-from-labour-office/
https://barbadostoday.bb/2021/08/07/hundreds-march-against-mandatory-covid-19-vaccine-in-barbados/
https://amsterdamnews.com/news/2021/08/12/governments-get-pushback-vaccine-mandates/
https://www.bbc.com/mundo/noticias-internacional-59475085
https://www.bbc.com/mundo/noticias-internacional-59475085
https://newsconcerns.com/barbados-slavery-protest-against-prince-charles-cancelled-by-government-organisers-say/
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/barbados-slavery-reparations-protest-against-prince-charles-cancelled-by-government-b1966473.html

BELIZE

67. The Office of the Special Rapporteur received information about allegedly polarized coverage of
political issues or criminal cases in Belize that would lead to their being considered controversial. In thisnse,
the coverage would end up in legal proceedings that are usually costly and lengthy for the media, according to
information from Reporters Without Borders. Internet access in Belize remains expensive and slow.

A. Journalism and Democracy

68. The Office of theSpecial Rapporteur is concerned about the allegedly polarized coverage of political
issues or criminal cases that would lead to controversy in Belize. For this reason, the media are usually
immersed in long and costly legal proceedings, according to Repers Without Borders.”

69. According to publicly available information, the PUP (People's United Party) government was allegedly
linked to an advertising campaign of attacks against independent journalists, digital media, and unions in the
midst of a wave ofanti-corruption protests in the country.g0

70. Likewise, according to the reports received by this Office, the press would not have easy access to the
prime minister or other ministers, nor would press conferences be held regularB. At the end of theyear, the
prime minister met with some representatives of the press, whom he would have "thanked" for their work,
which would have "contributed to making the government's work and its impact known," although he also
warned that despite this there are thosevho "have not been fair to their administration." Media workers called
for press conferences to be regularized, as well as greater access to the prime minister and other public
officials 82

71.  As the Office of the Rapporteur has pointed out gprevious occasions, journalism is the primary and
main manifestation of freedom of expression and the States have a positive obligation to promote a safe
working environment for the press. In this sense, in addition, the InteAmerican Court has held thatOE O E O
AOOAT OEAI OEAO ET OO1T Al EOOO 8y AT ET U OEA DPOT OAAOEIT AT/
OET AA OEAU AOA OEA 1TTAO xET EAAD OI AEAOU EIT &£ Oi AARh A O
72. The IACHR has also highligketd on multiple occasions the importance of access to information in
democratic societies, especially in the context of a pandemic, and the crucial role that journalists play in
reporting on critical points and monitoring government actions. In this regardthe Office of the Rapporteur
recalls that the States have the obligation to allow all media access to official press conferences, without
discrimination based on editorial line. As has already been pointed out by the Commission, the democratic
control of public management, through public opinion, fosters transparency in the activities of the State and
the responsibility of public officials for their actions, and is a means to achieve highest level of citizen
participation.

B. Freedom of Expression, Rule of Law, and Democratic Institutions

73.  According to reported information, access to information related to COVHR9 figures would have
worsened with the arrival of the new government, according to available information. In this sense, it has been
reported that detailed figures by towns and districts would apparently no longer be available as a strategy to
reduce the severity of the pandemic in the countr§?

74.  The Office of the Special Rapporteur recalls that the transparency and accountability of public powers
strengthen democratic systems. Principle 4 of the IACHR Declaration of Principles on Freedom of Expression
AOOAATI EOEAOG OEAO Ofr AYAAAROO O1 ET & OI AGETIT EAIT A AU OEA ¢
the obligation to guarantee the full eercise of this right. This principle allows only exceptional limitations that
must be previously established by law in case of a real and imminent danger that threatens national security in

AAT T AOAOGEA Oi AEAOEAOGB8G , EE Aghtis@deh motedmpartdrdbedadsA it is odsely T OAA 1

79 Reporters Without Borders. World press freedom ranking 2021Belize.

80 Belizean. May 4, 2021Belize Falls To Rank 53112021 World Press Freedom Index
81 | ove News. March 16, 2021Prime Minister Evades the Press after Cabinet Meeting
82 Breaking Belize News. December 13, 202Prime Minister meets the press

83 Belizean. May 4, 2021Belize Falls To Rank 53 In 2021 World Press Freedom Index



https://rsf.org/en/belize
https://belizean.com/national/belize-falls-to-rank-53-in-2021-world-press-freedom-index/
https://lovefm.com/prime-minister-evades-the-press-after-cabinet-meeting/
https://www.breakingbelizenews.com/2021/12/13/prime-minister-meets-the-press/
https://belizean.com/national/belize-falls-to-rank-53-in-2021-world-press-freedom-index/
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constituted as a means to achieve the common good. Within this context, the owner of the infotina is the

ET AEOEAOAT xEIT AAI ACAOAA OEA EATAIETC 1 &£ DbOAI EA AEEAEO
75.  During 2021, the Office of the Special Rapporteur became aware of alleged restrictions on protests and

even obstacles to their coverage. On May 7, the journalisejéa Alvarez, fromLove Newswould have been

prevented from covering a protest by nurses at the Northern Regional Hospital. According to the information

received, Alvarez was not only prevented from covering the event, but he was also arrested by the gelon

allegations of assault on a member of the police. The journalist reported that he had been beaten on the way to

the station. The journalist was released without charge, as SRFOE lear¥fedhree policemen who would have

been involved in the event wee prosecuted on disciplinary charges for prejudice of good order and disciplirfé.

76. Likewise, according to the information available, on May 17 four teachers were detained in Benque
Viejo for protesting against salary cuts. The arrests would have been malle violating the restrictions and
sanitary measures to combat the COVHD9 pandemic8 The protests would have been repeated for a few
days8’

77.  This Office recalls that social protest, which includes the rights of peaceful and unarmed assembly,
associationand freedom of expression, is a fundamental tool in the defense of democracy and human rights
and therefore it is the duty of the State to guarantee its Free exercise. In its report "Protest and Human Rights,"
the IACHR highlighted that holding meetingsdemonstrations, and protests is a central activity of many
associations and organizations and, in this regard, the States have the duty to provide the necessary means for
them to freely carry out their activities and to refrain from imposing obstacles thahinder the performance of
their work. Likewise, they must refrain from incurring in practices of irregular, collective, or indiscriminate
arrests in public demonstrations; In addition, they have the duty to investigate the violations that have been
committed within their jurisdiction in order to identify those responsible, and if necessary, punish them.

78.  Freedom of expression protects the right to record and disseminate any incident, so States must
provide journalists with the highest degree of protection s that they can carry out their work freely and keep
society informed on matters of high public interest.

79. On the other hand, theOffice of the Special Rapporteuhighlights that academic freedom fulfills an
enabling and social function to consolidate demaacy and pluralism of ideas. Obstacles to this right delay the
advancement of knowledge, undermine public debate, and reduce democratic spaces. As the htererican
0OET AEDPI AOG 11 ' AAAAT EA &OAAATIT ATA 5TEOAOO&&%S!©@L
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and informed deliberation on aspects that concern society, mainly its conflicts and externalities that arise from
the growing interdependence between peoples and social groups. For this reason, academic freedom is
protected both in formal and nonformal education settings, and also includes the right to express oneself, to
meet and demonstrate peacefully in relation to the issues that arevestigated or debated within said
AT i1 O01TEOU ET AT U OPAAAGS
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84 Love News. May 7, 2021.ove News Reporter Arrested and Jaj@dNews Belie. May 7, 2021 Journalist Arrested In the Line of Duty

85| ove News. May 19, 2021Ralice Officers Involved in Assault of Love News Reporter Arraigned on Disciplinary Charges before a Tribunal

86 Breaking Belize News. May 17, 202Rolice Commissioner to Teachers: You are frustrating the public

87 Monitor. June 17, 2021BELIZE: POLICE OFFICERS PREVENT LOVE NEWS FROM COVERING A PROTEST AND ARREST REPORTER



https://lovefm.com/love-news-reporter-arrested-and-jailed-2/
http://www.7newsbelize.com/sstory.php?nid=57577
https://lovefm.com/police-officers-involved-in-assault-of-love-news-reporter-arraigned-on-disciplinary-charges-before-a-tribunal/
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https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2021/06/17/belize-police-officers-prevent-love-news-covering-protest-and-arrest-reporter/

BOLIVIA

80. In 2021, this Office received reports of attacks on the press both by private individuals and police
officers and complaints about illegitimate detentions of journalists during coverage. Likewise, the
Rapporteurship was also informed about harassment, tieats and obstruction of the work of journalists, online
smear campaigns and threats to the confidentiality of sources. The Rapporteurship also learned of alleged
clashes between demonstrators, citizens and police forces. The IACHR has pointed out thatcthntry is going
through a transcendental moment for the construction of dialogues, in which stigmatizing speeches against the
press or people considered opponents could have a negative effect on the exercise of the right to freedom of
expression and the onsolidation of the rule of law.

A. Journalism and Democracy

81. The Office of the Special Rapporteur has received information on an alleged context of violence against
the press in Bolivia, which, according to the available information, there has been acts afrdssment, verbal
and physical attacks and threats against journalists in the course of their work, particularly in the context of
coverage of protests and social conflict® For example, this Office received information that journalists were
prevented from covering official public events repeteadly® The Office also received information that
cartoonist Abel Bellido Cérdova (Abecor), dPagina Sietegontinued to receive threats, including threats against
his life, throughout the year, especially after phlishing cartoons of government officials©

82. In September, the Office of the Special Rapporteur received information that warned about an
escalation of violence against the press. On 17 September 2021, a photographerEbDeberwas reportedly
attacked by presidential security forces while trying to take pictures of the president in a public plac&.On 20
September 2021, journalist Miguel Rojas Fernandez @piniénwas reportedly attacked by demonstrators
while trying to film a vigil in support of the mayor of Cochabamba. In the incident, one person reportedly took
OEA ET 001 Al ROOSemembdek P4A@EEAl JavleB Reyes Berrios, a cameraman for stateBolivia
TV,wasreportedly pushed by an unidentified woman while he was covering aommemorative event in Santa
Cruz, which reportedly damaged and put his camera completely owff-service 3

83.  On 28 October 2021, journalists, citizens and police officers were reportedly beaten ahdld against
their will by a group of hooded and armed indviduals while news crews were trying to cover a land conflict in
Guarayos. According to the information received, at least six journalists were reportedly detained. There were
also verbal threats and shots fired at the equipment and cars carrying the joualists. The alleged kidnapping
lasted at least seven hoursaccording to reports receivedand the released occurred after police negotiation
with those responsible, and under ultimatums and threats to the press of possible reprisals if they returned to

88 Facebook account of ATB20 March 2021;APNB. 9 April 2021.Amenazan a periodista de Tv y lanzan huevos a su unidad maas
Tiempos. 28 July 2021; EL Deber. 31 July 202Amenazan a un periodista de EL DEBER que cubre investigaciones sobre la crisis de 2019
Loteadoresemboscan, golpean y amenazan a equipo de prensa de Los Tiefagsa Siete. 26 August 202Una periodista de Pagina Siete
es agredida en inmediaciones de la carcel de MirafloiNIPB. 4 July 202Cultivadores de coca del partido oficialista golpeararreportero
en medio de conflictbpANPB. 3 October 2021Reriodista boliviana agredida en cobertura a una marcha indigertel Deber. 12 November
2021. Mario Pérez a periodista de EL DEBER: "No vengas con tus huevadas"

89 Opinién. 4 June 2021Seguridad mpide acceso de periodistas al acto de posesion de 25 ju&tddiario. 10 September 2021Prohiben
acceso de periodistas al edificio de la Asamblea LegislatMdPB. 26 November 202IMineros cooperativistas vulneran libertad de prensa
9 Correo del Sur 20 October 2021 Caricaturista Abecor recibe amenazas; periodistas le expresan su gpaid&. 21 October 2021Advierten
gue amenazas a Abecor reflejan la situacion negativa de la libertad de prensa

91 E| Deber. 19 September 2021Seguridad de Arce agreda fotégrafo de EL DEBERefensoria del Pueblo de Bolivia. 21 September 2021.
Defensoria del Pueblo observa obstaculizacion al trabajo de los periodistas

92 Opinién. 20 September 2021Golpean a periodista de OPINION en vigilia a favor de Manfred: piggantias, Correo del Sur. 21 September
2021. Grupo en vigilia golpea a periodista de Opinién por filmar desalojo y la ANP rechaza la agresion

93 ANPB. 24 September 202 Camardarafo de estatal BoliviaTv fue agredido en la ciudad de Santa @fagebook account of BoliviaT\24
September 2021




the scené4. As part of the investigations into the events, a person allegedly involved in the events was arrested
on November 245,

84. In the context of conflicts involving coca leaf production, the Office of the Special Rapporteur was also
informed of alleged attacks with explosives and throught the throwing of bottles against press teams of TV
stations covering clashes between various groups in the Yungas region on 7 January 2020n 30 March 2021,
journalist Franklin Guzman Zambrana was reportedly tied p, held for at least seven hours and stripped of his
equipment and other materials when he was reporting on a roadblock, allegedly carried out by truck drivers
who accused him of being an informant, despite having identified himself with his press credeals®’. This
Office also learned that journalist Cristian David Canacana Maita was reportedly injured in the face by a tear
gas projectile while covering a protest by coca growers and alleged clashes with police officers in the
Chuquiaguillo area on 20 Markh 20218, The Rapporteurship is also concerned about reports of the use of public
force and detentions against press workers covering the conflistin the Yungas area of La Paz on September
21. According to available information, journalist Carlos Quisbervas reportedly attacked and detained by the
police, and correspondents Santiago Limachi and Sergio Limachi were reportedly injured by tear asOn
September 22, the departmental police chief acknowledged that there had been excessive use of police force
AT A OEAO OEA OEOOAOEIT OANOEOAA OOA&EI AAOGEIT AT A OAAE OI
to adopt a similar attitudel,

85. The Office of the Special Rapporteur noted with concern reports of an escalation of violence against
the press m November 8 and 9, 2021, in the context of demonstrations allegedly motivated by disagreements
i £ O T A Ol AEAT OAAOI OO xEOE OEA 1 Ax 11 OEA O. AGEITAI 3
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ET 001 Al E &:gEefOfficeiddréndiited, for example, that on November 8, unknown persons ghelly
threw fireworks at a group of journalists, injuring journalist Dilver Soria of Radio Pio XMo2. On November 9,
reporter Lucio Trujillo of Erbol was reportedly the target of intimidation while covering a roadblock on the
highway linking the departments of Coachamba and Oruié. On the same day, a projectile of tear gas fired by
a police officer hit the right leg ofUnitel reporter Angel Daniel Justiniano Saucedo, who was covering the
protests in Santa Cru®4. Also, according to reportgeceived, on November 9, riot police officers violently
repressed a peaceful demonstration by journalists in Oruro, who were demanding better guarantees for the

94 CPJ. 4 November 202Boalivian journalists abducted, assaulted by armed men while covering land dispDefensoria del Pueblo29
October 2021.Defensoria del Pueblo exige procesos penales en contlasdesponsables de las lesiones y retencion en contra de la voluntad
de trabajadores de la prensa en Guaray@NPB. 29 October 2021 Periodistas sufrieron tortura e intento de linchamiento por siete horas
ANPB.7 November 2021 Jorge Gutiérrez, secul®OAAT Al ' OAOAUI Od .00AT Oi NOA 11O I AOAAAT 6
95 EFE. 24 November 2021Un detenido por el secuestro de siete periodistas bolivianos durante una cobe@pamion. 25 November 2021.

Cae primer acusado de secuestro a periodistas tras reaccion violenta

9 |os Tiempos. 8 January 202En medio de disputa por sede sindical, cocaleros atacan a equipos de prensa con dinANRB. Sin fecha.
Conflicto de cultivadores de coca: Atacan a equipos de prensa con dinamita

97 El Deber. 1 April 2021 Periodista denun@ gue fue amarrado por transportistas cerca de cuatro horas y despojado de sus pertenencias en
Yungas CPJ. 6 April 2021Agreden al periodista radial boliviano Franklin Guzman Zambrana y le roban cuando cubria una protesta

98 E| Deber. 7 April 2021 Periodista: "Un policia me dispard un proyectil de gas lacrimégeno al rost@NPB. 7 April 2021 Periodista: Un
policia me disparé un proyectil de gas lacrimégeno al rostro

9% Deutsche Welle (DW). 22 September 202Bolivia: operativo deja urperiodista arrestado y dos herido$agina Siete. 21 September 2021.
Fiscalia desestima la denuncia de un policia contra periodista de Pagina ;3®#gina Siete. 21 September 2021Palicias atropellan a un
periodista de Pagina Siete y luego lo detiendADEO) Infobae. 22 September 2021.a Policia boliviana detuvo a un periodista dos veces tras
golpearlo brutalmente y reprimi6 con gases una protesta de cocaleros

100 Erbol. 22 September 20210 | I EAp A OAAT 11T AA NOA EOAIT  OtAndikrinidé 14 midina Aclitid® 2 brends@A  OA £l AGE
Razén. 22 September 202 Comandante de la Policia en La Paz Augusto Russo reconoce 'excesos' en operativos y compromete reflexion
101 Defensoria del Pueblo. 9 November 202 Defensoria del Pueblo condena afacidn a trabajadores de la prensa y demanda al Estado
proteccién y garantias para su labor periodistica

102 Opinion. 9 November 2021 Periodistas golpeados por policias y atacados con juegos de pirote&N#B. 9 November 202 Periodistas
golpeados por plicias y atacados con juegos de pirotecnia

103 ANPB. 10 November 2021Manifestantes cercan y hostigan a un periodista de la red Erbol

104 E| Deber. 10 November 2021ANP_denuncia agresiones a periodistas en enfrentamientos por las protestaces del Subnidas. 10
November 2021.En Bolivia camardgrafo fue herido por proyectil de gas lacrimégeno




practice of journalistic work05, According to available information , a change in the departam&l police chief
in Oruro, Tarija, Potosi and Chuquisaca was reportedly ordered on November40

86. Attacks and aggressions committed against journalists violate the right to freedom of expression in
both its individual and collective dimension and cannot b tolerated in a democratic society. The
Rapporteurship recalls that Principle 9 of the Declaration of Principles on Freedom of Expression of the IACHR
OOAOGAOG OEAO Ofr OYEA |1 OOAAOh EEAT APPET Ch ET OEI EBSARROET T 1 A
material destruction of communications media violate the fundamental rights of individuals and strongly
restrict freedom of expression. It is the duty of the state to prevent and investigate such occurrences, to punish
their perpetrators andtoensurA OEA O OEAOQOEI O OAAAEOA AOA Al 1 PAT OAOQEIT T 6 ¢
right to record and disseminate any incident in the context of social demonstrations, so States must provide
journalists with the highest degree of protection so that they can cay out their work freely and keep society
informed on matters of high public interest.

87. This Office has also been informed of stigmatizing accusations against journalists and media outlets by
public leaders or persons who hold public office¥?. According b reports received by the Office of the Special
Rapporteur, former President Evo Morales has accusétgina Sietd £ OAT CACET C El-spiigedOi £O1 Al
EI 60T AT EOI 6 ETAEAAEI ¢ OEAO OET OOAAA 1T £ AEOGMGBNAOET ¢ O
AT 1T OEAO 1T AAAOGEITh EA EAA DPOAI EAI U OOAOAA OEAO OEA xAO
ET EEO T PETEIT ODPOAAA Ol EAOh ET OOECOAOh ¥Wadkirding®®w AAOI AOE
information received by this Office, the Minister of Education reportedly accused a journalist frofRagina Siete
of lying during a press conferencé&?. The Minister of Justice reportedly used an excerpt from a message issued
by Pope Francis to discredit the work of the medi®agina Siete El DeberLos TiemposCorreo del Surthe Fides
News Agency(ANF) andthe ErbolT AOxT OEh xEIT i EA AOEAA O OH@O AT AT,
disinformation, defamation, slander and that unhealthy fascination with scandal and filth; and to ek to
AT T OOEAOOA O1 1E .JheMinisteEOfAHE R@didEndyUeportedly said that some media seek to
OET OOAI1T 1TEAO AO OOOOGE®6 AT A OCAT AOAQAurtder, #niofpbskidnA 1 A&
congressman reportedly accused jouralist Ivan Maldonado ofBoliviaTV of DOT I T OET ¢ OAT i 1 O1
OA OOT 6 ENe idepartmental leadership of the Movement Toward Socialism in La Paz reportedly named
ET OOT ATEOGO '"I ATEA O0ATAT 11 A 1EOCO T £ ot DPAIBPIA OEAO O
prosecuted and arrested!4. In addition, according to informaton obtained by this Office, the attorney general
reportedly shared a graphic message on his Twitter account in which he described the independent media as

OOOAOE [ AAEAG AT A AAAOOAO W®EAI 1T & Oi ATEDPOI AOET ¢ ATA 1U
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88. This Office also learned that the VicMinister of Communication had called a meeting in the context of
OEA POT OAOOO 1T OAO OEA , Ax 11 Y11 EAEO 001 ZEOO ET 1 OAAO ¢

105 Infobae. 9 November 2021Bolivia: fuerte represion a las protestas contra el Gobierno en el sequndo dia de paro nagcldmnitél. 9
November 2021.0Oruro: agreden a médicos que bloqueaban ya periodistas que pedian libertad de expresién

106 ANF. 10 November 2021Tras las agresiones a periodistas cambian al comandante de la Policia en Qoo Tiempos. 10 November
2021. Cambian a jefes policiales dedépartamentos en medio del conflicto por la Ley 1386

107 Pagina Siete. 30 August 202Lima apunta a tres medios y les pide cumplir su trabajo con «responsabilid&tlDeber. 31 August 2021.
Evo dice gue algunos medios tergiversan; Mesa y Tuto ven qué8ldihca a la prensa para que calle sobre el fraude

108 Twitter account of Evo Morales Ayma (@evoespueblo)2 January 2021

109 P4gina Siete. 26 November 2021VIDEO) Evo advierte a la prensa: Cuidado que se acabe la paciencia para algunos pigeliutsche
Welle (DW). 26 November 2021Periodistas responsabilizan a Evo Morales por posibles agresiones

110 Pagina Siete. 23 July 202 Allegados a Quelca agreden a periodista de Pagina SI®NPB. 28 July 202Ministro y funcionarios increparon
a periodista enconferencia de prensa

111 E|] Deber. 17 October 2021Ministro Lima ataca a seis medios con mensaje del Bdégina Siete. 16 October 202El Gobierno usa un
mensaje genérico del Papa para acusar a seis medios de Bolivia

112 ANPB. 16 November 2021Ministra afirma que los medios pueden generar clima de confusiPagina Siete. 14 November 202Prada
afirma que muchos medios perdieron credibilidad y tienen resistencia del «pueblo»

113 Twitter account of José Carlos Gutierrez (j@politic). 6 October 2021, Twitter account of Bolivia Tv Oficial (@Canal_BoliviaTVi
October 2021

114 Erbol. 17 September 2021IMAS. A 0AU D OAOAT OA 1 EOOA AA OCI i BE OOVoEeS deESérihidag AOAT AON 1
September 2021. Periodista Amalia Pando fue incluida en una lista de «golpistas» por el partido gobernante

115 VVoces del Sur Unidas. 30 September 202Rtocurador del Estado boliviano retuitea grafico con ataque a medios indepenigs Pagina
Siete. 1 October 2021ANP rechaza que procurador reproduzca mensajes contra la prensa




i £ OEA 0O AQéfarkdthel Officemithe Special Rapporteur wabla to learn, the media that make up
the National Press Association (ANP) reportedly declined to attend the meeting and asked for it to be
rescheduled in order to guarantee the presence of all the media that are part of the organizatiéh

89. This Office recdls that public authorities are called upon to maintain a discourse supportive of public
deliberation and freedom of expression. In this regard, international human rights standards establish that
political leaders and persons exercising public functions mst refrain from making statements that could
jeopardize or harm the rights of press workers and persons whose work contributes to the strengthening of
democracy. The InterAmerican Court of Human Rights has considered that stigmatizing statements by publi
officials could constitute an indirect restriction on the right to freedom of expression.

90. Finally, the Rapporteurship also learned of the first expert examination, carried out by the Public
001 OAADOOT 060 1 AFEAA ET AT 1 Ghe BomdddArdehtineolirGakist Setadtian'™orb,E OE AT (
who was murdered in the context of the social crisis of 201%8. This Office urges the State to continue
investigating the case with the utmost diligence and stresses that justice will not be fully servedtilrall those
responsible for the human rights violations committed are effectively punished.

B. Freedom of expression, Rule of Law and Democratic Institutions

91. This Office received complaints about the alleged escalation of tension and violence in tuatext of
mobilizations and social conflicts, particularly during September 2021, due to the dispute between various
groups in La Paz. On September 23, at least five civilians and one police officer were injured and 33 people were
detained in a mobilization that later escalated into a conflict in Villa El Carmen and Villa Fatima over control of
a social organization®s 4 EA /I AOAOI AT60O |/ £#ZEAA OACOAOOAA OEAO OEA 7
cyw OEAOA 1 AZEO AEOEI EAT O Has afected chilfirdn/andeltiefy pdofld) that Efo®® OAAO
of a building has burned in Villa Fatima and that there has also been other damage to private property due to
OEA OEOI xET ¢ 1 £ 00 Arldepte@BeO30,/aftehA 11 Mdyd ok flasr@ddeoA / 1 AOAOI AT 80
Office reported that 25 civilians were injured, 7 police officers and 69 people were detain&d. The institution
also reported that it had reached out on several actions to the parties and had called on five occasions to set up
a dialogue forum to resolve the conflict in a peaceful manner, without success. On October 4, after a new
outbreak of clashes, at least 11 civilians and 8 police officers were injured, according to reports from the
I T AOAOI AT@0 | EEEAA

92.  The Rapporteurship dso followed with concern the reactions to the strike which took place over the
AAUOG T &£ .1 0ATAAO ¢y ATA wh ¢m¢gph ACAET OO OEA 1 Ax 11 0.4
"AET O AT A OEA &ETATAET ¢ 1 £ 4 Atoed ©goiobaeged hets AfAidldnéeET T O
against journalists, the IACHR and its Rapporteurship regretted the death of a person in Potosi during a
AAT 11 OO0OAOGEITTh AT ETAEAAT O OEAO EO OADI OOAAT U O1 ARAO E
Officet2s8 4 EA /1 AOAOI AT60 / £#£EAA OADPI OOAA OEAO o AT DI A xA
In the context of the days, the IACHR also received information about confrontations between citizens, threats

116 E| Deber. 12 November 2021Viceministra acusa a medios de desinformar y convoca a directores a reunion en su ofiCoraeo Del Sur.

12 November202l.6 EAAT ET EQOOOA Al 1 OT AA A AEOAAOQI OAG AA T AAETI O AA AT i1 Ol EAAAEE:I]
117 Noticias Fides. 15 November 2021La ANP pide al Gobierno reprogramar cita para tratar el tema de la desinformaci@pinion. 16
November 2021.Desinformadbn y acceso a la informacion, pilares de trabajo entre Gobierno y medio

118 ATB Digital. 16 November 2021Fiscalia realiza peritaje a dos afios del asesinato del periodista argentino Sebastian; Facebook
account Bolivia TV16 November 2021

119 Office of the Ombudsman. 24 September 2020mbudsman's Office condemns violence and vandalism in protest around the ADEPCOCA.
LaRazoén. 23 September 2021Choques entre policias y cocaleros deja 6 herig@8 detenidos

120 Office of the Ombudsman. 28 September 2020mbudsman'’s Office calls for an immediate end to the violence arising from the conflict for
control of Adepcoca

121 Office of the Ombudsman. 30 September 2020dmbudsman's Office urges ADEPC@C#eek a single space of unity and to put antagonistic
interests aside

122 Office of the Ombudsman. 4 October 2020mbudsman's Office regrets violence registered in the vicinity of ADEPCOCA and verifies 19
injured.

123 Office of the Ombudsman. 10 November 202Dmbudsman's Office attends the medidagal autopsy of Basilio TitiTipolo, who died in the
conflict in Potosi

124ANF. 10 November 2021Defensoria confirma gue victima en Potosi murié por broncoaspiracion y te@i63 heridos Office of the
Ombudsman.10 November 2021.0mbudsman's Office attends the medidafial autopsy of Basilio TitiTipolo. who died in the conflict in
Potosi




to people with public functions, andact§ & EAOAOOI AT O AEAEAAOCETI ¢ OEA #AOA AA 1,
Cruz2s, According to the ViceMinister of the Interior, 125 people were reportedly detained on 8 November

alonet?6, By means of Law 1409, published in the Official Gazette on 17 Novemt#021, the national

government repealed the contested law.

93. Social protest, which includes the rights to peaceful assembly, association, and freedom of expression,
is a fundamental tool in the defense of democracy and human rights, and it is the duty of SBiate to guarantee
the exercise of these rightsThe Rapporteurship recognizes that States are called upon to adopt the necessary
measures to prevent acts of violence and guarantee the safety of persons in the context of social protests, but
recalls thatthese must be carried out in accordance with international human rights principles and standards,
particularly in the current Bolivian context of necessary democratic and institutional strengtheningln its
OADPT OO 0001 6AGO AT A ( Ot crimiBalzatidrGm donte@r& ok sogial pratedt has &nO A
chilling effect on society as a whole, and can impede or inhibit this type of expression. Likewise, States must
especially bear in mind that freedom of expression protects the right to record andisseminate any incident,
and that they must provide journalists with the highest degree of protection so that they can carry out their
work freely and keep society informed on matters of high public interest.

94. In 2021, this Officealsoreceived information about various bills under discussion that, if passed, could
jeopardize the confidentiality of sources and professional secrecy. It also continues to observe with concern
reports from civil society organizations and the media on alleged limitations on aess to public information.

The clashes and social conflicts that took place in September and November allegedly resulted in the excessive
use of public force, arrests, injuries and at least one death.

95. The Office of the Special Rapporteur received variouseports warning of the risks that Bill ‘No.

218/2020-¢ m¢ p O! CAET 00 OEA , ACEOEI EUAOETT 1T 4& )11 EAEO ' AET
Proliferation of Weapons of Mass Destruction or No# | T OAT OET T Al 7AAPIT 1T O6h AOOOAT 0
coud DT OA O1 MEOAAATI 1T &£ OEA DPOAOGOG8 ! AAT OAEI (; Oi 1 OOEAIT A

confidentiality may not be invoked in financial, securities, insurance, pension, commercial, tax, economic,

notarial, civil registry, real rights, professbnal or other matters when the Financial Investigations Unit (UIF)
OANOGEOAO ET &£ Oi AOET T x E OE¥ The Qdfidhal AsSokiatidnoofl JauEhalistsBf BOIDIQ) DT x AO
the Association of Journalists of La Paz and the Association of Journalist®ouro published a press release

warning about the possible violation of professional secrecy and the confidentiality of journalistic sources that

its approval could mear?8. According to the ANPB, an explicit exception and a reform of the wordingtb€ law

would be welcome in order to protect journalistic practicé?®. As reported on September 20 by the Deputy

Minister of Pensions and Financial Services, the media and journalists would not be excluded of the scope of

the aforementioned law when it come to revealing sources of information, which is why she pointed out that

OOEA 1 Ax COAOAT OAAOG MOAAATIT 1T &£ AZDPOAOOEIH AshkadasAhB®OA AT EOE
Office was able to learn, on 14 October 2021 the government announceditlit had decided to withdraw the

legislative initiative 131,

96. The Rapporteurship also learned that, in the context of an investigation into the death of a police officer
on 3 July 2021, in a confrontation in the Coripata region, Sud Yungas province of LafPazOE A | OO1T O1 AU ' A]
Office reportedly requested that journalists from FM Bolivia and Yungasradio stations provide lists of
interviews and copies of notes of their journalistic coverage between July 3 and 6 in the region where the
conflict reportedly broke out!32, Also, on 12 July 2021, Eliana Ayaviri, director dRadio Yungasand Galo

125 JACHR. 19 November 2021. Press Release 311/1ACHR Calls for Stronger Consendslding Dialogue in Bolivia

126 BBC. 10 November 2021Los enfrentamientos marcan el segundo dia de paro parcial de la oposicion por la polémica "ley madre" en;Bolivia
Infobae. 9 November 2021Al menos 125 detenidos en el primer dia del paomvocado por la oposicion en Bolivia

127 Chamber of Deputies of the Plurinational State of Bolivi@LA N° 218/2020-2021.

128 Jornada. 18 September 2021Gremios periodisticos rechazan proyecto de ley que elimina el secreto profesid@RNADAPAaginaSiete.

18 September 2021 La ANPB y la APLP se declaran en emergencia ante el proyecto de Ley Contra la Legitimacién de Gananciatdlicitas
Patria. 22 September 2021APO rechaza vulneracion de la libertad de expresiéteriédico La Patria

129 ANPB. 19September 2021 La ANP propone proteccion a secreto de prensa en Ley de ganancias ilicitas

130 Ministry of Economy and Public Finance. 20 September 202Ihe draft law does not include journalists as subjects obliged to lift the
confidentiality of sources finformation.

131 Bolivia. 14 October 2021 Government withdraws bill against legitimization of illicit profits to avoid confrontation between Bolivians

132 Opinién. 11 July 2021Fiscalia pide lista de entrevistados a dos radios que cubrieron conflicto@nYungasTwitter account of OHCHR

Bolivia (@oacnudh_BO)14 July 2021.




Hubner, director of Radio FM Boliviax AOA OABT OOAAT U OO0I T 1T AA AU OEA 1 OO0l
witnesses in the investigation, an order that was rescindeA U OEA 1 601 O1 AU ' AT AOA1 80
series of questions and concerns expressed by civil society organizatié#s In addition, in the context of a case
brought against various media outlets for alleged defamation, the judge in the case refeally asked thirteen

media outlets to provide the names of their journalists who followed and reported on the case ah attorney

who is being investigated by the Bolivian justice system for alleged crimes of torture and kidnappi¥.

97.  On November 30, thenewspaperEl DebetOA DT OOAA OEAO OEA 1 601 O1T AU ' AT AOA
its journalist Guider Arancibia Guillén to appear as a witness in the judicial process investigating the alleged
use of trucks seized by drug traffickers to unblock the streetduring the multisectoral strike in Santa Cruz,
events which the journalist had covered. According to information received by the Office of the Special
2ADDPi OOAOOh OEA & 11T xET ¢ AAUu OEA 1 0061 01T AU ' Al AOAI EE
acknowledged that the subpoena had been an error and that it violated the Bolivian Printing Press Law, so the
subpoena was annulleéps.

ol
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98. The Rapporteurship recalls that according to Principle 8 of the Declaration of Principles on Freedom
of Expression ofthe) ! # (2h OAOAOU O AEAT Al i1 O1 EAAOT O EAO OEA OEC
11T OAOGh PAOOITTAI AT A POIT ZAOOEI T Al AOAEEOAO AT 1T £ZEAAT OEAIT
requires the disclosure of sources or the summoning gburnalists as witnesses has a restrictive effect on
freedom of expression.

99. On the other hand, the Rapporteurship also learned of the announcement by the Minister of Justice
regarding the ongoing work on a draft Access to Information Law, which had beenrgefor analysis to the
National Council for the Fight against Corruptiof#s. Likewise, according to the information available, since
2012, the analysis of a draft Access to Information Law already approved by the Chamber of Deputies has been
pending in the Senaté3’. As noted in the 2020 Annual Report of this Office, the development of a specific legal
framework for access to information is a constant demand of civil society and journalists in Bolivia, who claim
that, although the country has formally guarateed this right in its Constitution and in various international
treaties that are part of the constitutional block, this is not enough given the multiple and variedbstacles
facing this right388 ) 1 . 1T OAT AAO c¢mgph AOOEI C AessAEidickniatodBridi 11 O
AAAT 01 OAAEI EOQUé6h OEA . AOCGETTAI S5TEIT T&£ )1 OOEOOOGETT O A
"1 1T EOEA OOEAOA EO A OAcCOI AOI OU A&EOAI Axi OE OEAO COAOAT OA
defines the mMAEAT EOI O T &£ Eix O AGAOAEOA OEEO OECEO68 )1
Transformation of the Agency of Electronic Government and Information and Communication Technologies of
Bolivia emphasized that the State was working to advance in digitalition and technology initiatives that could
promote access to information of quality and in a reliable and timely manné®. This Office recalls the
importance that the regulatory frameworks on access to public information be aligned witlinternational
human rights standards, and recalls that these initiatives must be simultaneous with the promotion of
institutional practices of active transparency.

C. Freedom of Expression and the Fight against Discrimination and Exclusion

100. This Officealso received information about alleged acts encouraging discrimination and polarization

ET "T1EOEA ET OAI AOEIT Oi OEA 7EPEAI A &l Ach AiT1 OOEOOOE

133 ANPB. 12 July 2021La ANP reclama el cumplimiento de las garantias constitucionales para la preANPB. 11 July 2021Iras pedido
de la ANP, fiscal suspendedaclaraciéon de cuatro periodistas

134 Deutsche Welle (DW). 27 April 2021Bolivia: prensa rechaza proceso iniciado por Jhasmani Toryifwitter account of OHCHR Bolivia
(@oacnudh_BOY5 April 2021.

135 E| Deber. 1 December 202Eiscal general diceque i 61 OA OO 06 AEOAO A PAOETI AEOOA;EDebedA AT 11T AA |
1 December 2021 Fiscalia cita a periodista ya victima de agresores, no a los responsables de Dircabi | EL DEBER

136 ANPB. 3 February 2021Ministro de Justicia anuncigroyecto de ley de acceso a la informacjdros tiempos. 7 February 2021Lima
anuncia abrir debate nacional sobre proyecto de Ley de Acceso a la Informaciéon Plblica

137 Unitas. 1 December 2021Conversatorio: Urge hacer realidad el derecho al acceso afarinacion a través de una ley Red UNITAS
Bolivia.

138 JACHR. Annual Report 2020. Report of the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expres§lara. 147.

139 Unitas. 1 December 2021Conversatorio: Urge hacer realidad el derechoasiceso a la informacién a través de una ByRed UNITAS
Bolivia.




cultures!40, On September 24, at the end of a ceremomy commemorate the anniversary of Santa Cruz,

opposition assembly members allegedly lowered the Wiphala flag that Vice President David Choquehuanca had
OAEOAA OET 001 U AAmEI OA8 )1 AAAEOEITh AAAT OAET @ted®@i OEA /
CAOA A OPAAAE xEOE A O00O0I T C OAIECEI OO 1 AOGOACA6 OEAO C
AT A ETOT1 AOAT AA OI x AD /GQen Ehe Adatdelsy @€ th® AvAnBsT s@nOunding the

Wiphala flag, the Bolivian Attorney' AT AOAT1 6 0 |/ £ZEAA EAO OADPI OOAAT U AAI EO(
AEOAOEI ET ACETTh AT A 1T OOOACA ACAET OO DPAOOET OEA OUI AT 1 06
Comité Civico pro Santa CruzZRémulo Calvo; Congressman José Carlos Gutiérremd departmental
assemblywomen Keyla Garcia and Lisseth Duré#a According to the information received, the penalties for

the crimes range from one to seven years in prison.

w01/ 1T pg [ AOTARO ¢nmgph OEA /1 AOAOI AT 8 O blic apEioAdd OOAOAA
political and civic actors attribute the use of the Whipala as a party flag, questioning its origin, ancestry and -
OUi ATT EOGIh ET TOAARAO O AOOOI A A= ABMADBIAGGUSA R10We AT A O

president of the Chamler of Deputies reportedly threatened to issue an instruction to prevent the use of the
floor to all legislators who would not salute in a native language.

102. This Office reiterates that the use of criminal mechanisms to punish speech on matters of public
interest is incompatible with inter-American standards and inhibits the possibility of open, plural, and robust
AAAAGAG 11 1 AOOAOO OEAO ET O 1 OA All AEOEUAT 08 4EA 2ADPD
and, especially, religious conwtions, as well as national symbols, are particularly valuable to significant sectors
of the population and that offenses against them could affect very deep feelings and convictions that are worthy
of respect. Nevertheless, the exercise of full individuand collective autonomy depends, to a large extent, on
the existence of an open debate on all social ideas and phenomena. As such, the right of all persons to express,

in practice and by any means, their ideas on culture, religion, national symbols or aother belief or institution

i 000 AA OAOPAAOAAGRh xEOE OEA AgAAPOEIT 1T &£ OI pOi OAAGAA
generating acts of violence in the terms established by article 130of the Convention.

103 Likewise, the 2008 Joins AAT AOAOGET T 1 & 3PAAEAI 2ADDI OOAOOO 11 OAA
OAT ECETT106h AiiTTc 1T OEAO AOEI ET Al 1 £&A1 OAO OAI AGAA o661 O

idea or institution, are incompatible with international standards an freedom of expression. In this regard, the
2008 Joint Declaration recalls that international standards relating to the protection of reputation are
AAAOAOOGAA O ET AEOGEAOAT O AT A 110 O OAI ECEI hdthéhrx EEAER |
I x1 68
104. Furthermore, according to publicly available information, on September 28, in the framework of the
Global Day of Action for Legal, Safe and Free Abortion, women who were publicly demonstrating for the
legalization of abortion in Bolivia were reportedly assaulted in La Paz and Santa Cruz de la Sierra. The
/' T AOAOI AT 80O |/ £EEAA AoPOAOOAA AT 1T AAOT AAI 6O OEA AQAAOOE
expression in this context. According to official information, police officers reprtedly used tear gas to disperse
A xTTAT60 pOi OAOGO OEAO xAO 1T AOAEET C ET OEA 01 AUA AAT %
reportedly physically and verbally assaulted by alleged members of tHgnién Juvenil Crucefistand the Comité
Cvico pro Santa Cru4.
105. 4EA 2ADPDPT OOAOOOEED O1 AAOOAT OAO OEA 30A0A60 AOOU OI
It also reiterates the importance of States adopting positive measures in relation to the right to freedom of
expression and diizen participation of groups historically excluded from public debate, such as women. The
inter -American system grants reinforced protection to speech that expresses elements that are constitutive of

140 Plurinational State of Bolivia. Ministry of DefenseSimbolos patrios: Whiphala

141 Office of the Ombudsman. 26 September 2020mbudsman's Office regrets new affront to Whipala and hate speeches that encourage

division and polarization of the country

142 EuropaPress. 30 September 2021.a Fiscalia de Bolivia admite la denuncia contra el gobernador de Santa Cruz por "ultraje” adhala;

El Deber. 29 September 202 EOAAI p A AAT EOA AAT 61T AEA BI O OOCAAEQI T U O1 OOAEA A Opi Al
13 Office of the Ombudsman. 12 October 202Dmbudsman's Office rejects racist and discriminatory positions aghithe whipalato

disqualify it and create contradiction and socioultural tension

144 EJU TV. 29 September 202Defensoria repudia uso excesivo de la fuerza policial contra mujeres gue abogaban por el aborto legal

Ombudsmans Office29 September 20210Obudsman's Office expresses its concern over the excessive use of police force against women



https://www.mindef.gob.bo/mindef/node/169

the personal identity or dignity of the person expressig it. In this regard, for this Office, the speech of women
who denounce violence because of their status as women and the expressions of indigenous communities that
demand respect for their rights are speeches that have historically been silenced and must especially
protected today. The Rapporteurship invites States to identify possible obstacles or limitations to the freedom
of expression of these groups and to align institutional practices with the enhanced protection of this type of
speech.

106. The Rappateurship also recalls the importance of political leaders and public officials refraining from
making statements that could promote intolerance or discrimination. Instead, they are called upon to
counteract social harm and promote intercultural understanihg and respect for diversity.

D. Freedom of Expression and the Internet

107. The Rapporteurship received information about the alleged use of social media platforms for smear
campaigns against independent journalists and media outlet$.

108. Likewise, according to publicly available information, an investigation by the independent media
Verdad con Tintaand Connectasrevealed the alleged financing of disinformation campaigns by the
Departmental Government of Tarija, during the previous governent administration and the last electoral
DAOET Ah xEOE OEA Al 1l AcCAA AEI 1 &£ OAEOOAI ET AGET ¢ Ai1 OA
AAT ET EOOOAOGEI T8 ! AAIl OAET ¢ OI OEA OAPI OO6h OEAU EAA O
AU Cc1T OAOT T AT O AiPIiTUAAO AT A OPOAAA Z£AT OA T AxOh £EET AT AA
by the Tarija Legislative Assembly to the Governor's Office, there have been irregular contracts of public
employees dedicated to this network, medi and Facebook pages that shared misleading or distorted
information 146,

109. The Rapporteurship recalls that the Internet is a platform and a means for the exercise of human rights
such as freedom of expression, political participation, the rights of associatiand assembly, economic, social
and cultural rights, so that States are called upon to ensure the necessary conditions for the enjoyment and
exercise of these rights.

110. In February 2021, the IACHR and its Special Rapporteurship have recognized the existeata turning
point for freedom of expression on the internet, characterized among other aspects by the generalized
deterioration of public debate and attempts to capture public debate enhanced by the phenomenon of
disinformation. As stated in the Joint Bclaration of the Rapporteurs on Freedom of Expression of 2017,
disinformation, violence, and social polarization threaten the integrity of democracy and the enforcement of
human rights, mainly affecting people in vulnerable situations. On that occasiome rapporteurs stressed that

O3 0A0A AAOI OO OEIOIA 1T1 06 1 AEAh OPI 101 Oh AT AT OOACA 10
reasonably should know to be false (disinformation) or which demonstrate a reckless disregard for verifiable o
information (oril PACAT AAQéh ET 1T ETA xEOE OEAEO 1T AOEITTAI AT A ET O/

145 ANPB. 1 April 2021 Periodistas atacados por campafia de descrédito desmienten acusaci@&ie®ais. 3 April 2021Periodstas exigen
frenar campafia de desprestigio
146 Connectas. September 202Bolivia: La fabrica de desinformacion gue uso dinero de la Gobernacién de Tarija.




BRAZIL

111. In 2021, the Office of the Special Rapporteur has observed the continuity of a context of hostility
towards the exercise of journalism and the free operation of the media, especially against women journalists
and media outlets that report on political maters and matters of public interest or that question the
Cl OAOT ladkinidtéatdn. Likewise, the use of the national security law for investigations and judicial
processes against journalists and people who exercised critical expressions increaseidlthough RELE
recognizes that in Brazil democratic institutions and the system of checks and balances continue to function,
with an outstanding role of the Judiciary in the defense of democratic institutions, this Office has received
reports that points to a s@nario of great challenges for democratic institutionsThese challengesnclude the
spread of disinformation and the deterioration of dialogues between public powers, in a year marked by an
increase in regulatory initiatives for digital platforms and theactivation of judicial investigations against those
who reportedly shared disinformation on different issues, as well as threats to public institutions and the Rule
of Law.

A. Periodismo y democracia

112. The continuity of stigmatizing statements against th@ress by highranking public officials, especially
by high-ranking public officials of the Executive Branch, including the President of the Republic, and
parliamentary authorities, generates an environment of deterioration of public debate and freedom dfi¢ press
in Brazil. In this context, the Office of theSpecialRapporteur also recorded various acts of obstruction of
journalistic coverage, physical and verbal attacks, online harassment, and threats and attacks against the press,
especially due to allegd retaliation of editorial lines critical of the federal government and the federal
management of the pandemic.

113. At the same time, the continued use of criminal proceedings against journalists was reported, with at
least one arrest for crimes against hong and the civil sanction of a journalist who published a book that
criticized the judicial actions of a judge of the Federal Supreme Court. The Judiciary was also activated to
promote prior censorship based on, for example, the protection of honor or theecrecy of judicial proceedings.
On the other hand, the Office of th&pecialRapporteur recorded important decisions of the Judiciary for the
protection of freedom of the press and access to information by citizens at different levels, including tbecrecy
of sources, State responsibility for attacks by police officers against journalists who cover protests, and the
unconstitutionality of the right to be forgotten.

114. On July 27, 2021, the NGO Reporters Without Borders (RSF) reported that in the first half of the year
alone they registered 33lattacks against the press, especially by highanking authorities!47. In this regard,
although stigmatizing statements vere reported by various public officialg48, this Office is especially
concerned about those made by the President of the Republic against the prégswvho, among other things,
stated that the criticism of hisadministration is a reaction of the big mediad investment cuts in government
advertisings0. According to an analysis by the Lupa Agency, the head of state would have made attacks against
the press in 17 of the 21 live broadcasts on social networks that he made up to June 21, 262The president
would also have used stigmatizing language against the press during public events and rounds of interviews,
calling it, for example, "the worst problem in the countrys2, "fake news factoryd!53 and "shameles$!54. These
statements would be framed together with allegations that public officials, including advisors of the President

147 RSF. July 27, 2021mprensa brasileira, verdadeiro saco de pancadas da familia Bolsonaro: uma tendéncia gue se intensifica em 2021
148 RSF. uly 27, 2021.Imprensa brasileira, verdadeiro saco de pancadas da familia Bolsonaro: uma tendéncia gue se intensifi2@2 ;
Radio Amazonasl. October 7, 202Descontrole: sem provas, David Almeida acusa Portal Amazonasl de extpABRAJI. May 11, 2021
Prefeito de Tabodo da Serra (SP) xinga reporteiOL. May 25, 2021CP1: Apos dizer que jornalista hackeou. Mayra nega invasdo ao TrateCov
“9RSF. July5,20223& DOAOAT OA 1 A 1 BEAOA EMAR OODAAAD; Béiva Ae/SEuIPADdR. dankary @8) 20ZFolsonaro
volta a dizer que leite condensado é para 'o rabo' da imprerABRAJIEm trés dias. Bolsonaro fez cinco ataques a imprensa

150 Estado de Minas. April 6, 2021Bolsonaro ataca imprensa e diz que 'resolve problema do virus em minutf@L. April 6, 2021Em dia de
recorde de mortes, Bolsonaro diz que resolve "problema do virus" se pagar imprensa

151 Lupa. June 1, 2021Dia da Imprensa:Bolsonaro atacou veiculos e jornalistas em 17 das suas 21 lives em 2021

152 Reuters. June 1, 2021mprensa é o maior problema do Brasil, diz Bolsonaro a apoiadgore

153 Folha de Sdo Paulo. February 15, 202®olsonaro critica Facebook, fala em tributar redes sociais e diz que 'o certo' é tirar jornais de
circulacag, Estaddo. February 15, 202Bolsonaro critica Facebook e diz que o 'certo seria tirar jornais de circulagdo

154 Estaddo. May 11, @21. Bolsonaro ataca o 'Estadao’. diz que 'tratoraco' é invencédo e chama jornalistas de 'canalBatadode Minas.
Bolsonaro chama jornalistas de canalhas: '‘Orcamento secreto € invengéo'
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of the Republic and personnel of ministries and parliamentary authorities, would have articulated, among

others, discredit campaigns agaist people identified as critics and opponents of the Preside#. Such action

would even be under investigation by the Joint Parliamentary Commission of Inquiry on Fake News, which

would have the purpose of investigating, among others, alleged "cyber attes that undermine democracy and

public debate; the use of false profiles to influence the results of the 2018 elections; the practice of cyber
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115. The Inter-American Court of Human Rights has reiterated that people who exercise public function

have a position of guarantor of fundamental rights. Consequently, their statements cannot "constitute forms of

direct or indirect interference or harmful pressure on the rights of those who seek to contributeto public

deliberation by expressing and disseminating their thoughts!s7,

116. In this context, the Office of theSpecialRapporteur is also concerned about the alleged escalation of
violence and physical attacks againgburnalists in the course of their work, including by public official$%8. For
example, on January 13, 2021, police agents seized and destroyed the cell phone of community journalist
Renato Moura, from theVoz das Comunidadgsortal, according to available information. The journalist was
filming a police operation carried out in Morro do Aleméao, Rio de Janeiro. According to the Military Police of

the State of Rio de Janeiro, an argument would have started with the journaligtss 8 8 @ Ox EI A@bi OAA O
the policemen who acted in the incident. This represented a threat to the agents, who seized the cell phone that
xAO OAAT OAET ¢ OEA Ei AcAO8d , EEAxEOAh OEA ET OOEOOOEIT O

casess,

117. Likewise, theOffice of theSpecialRapporteurlearned that demonstrations of support for the President
of the Republic would have been particularly hostile environments for journalistic coverage in 202%. For
example, on March 15, 2021, during demonstration in Belo Horizonte, Minas Gerais, a photojournalist from
the State of Minas was beaten with a motorcycle helmet by demonstrators near an army barrat&sOn May
23, the Military Police of Rio de Janeiro had to escort a team of CNN journaligithe channel's vehicle after
the escalation of acts of harassment and verbal attacks against them while covering a demonstrat$dnDuring
the citizen demonstrations of September 7, the Brazilian Association of Investigative Journalism would have
identified at least 6 attacks against the preggerpetrated by demonstratorstes.

118. The Office of the SpeciadRapporteur is also concerned about the complaints received about attacks
against media outlets in retaliation for journalistic coverage, especially in the €& of criticism of thefederal
government's managementof the pandemic. This would include, among other documenteglvents, a case of

155 UOL. January 18, 2021Bolsonaro resgata gabinete do édio para reagir a criticas e cerco rees O Globo. May 6, 202Bolsonaro
defende integrantes do 'gabinete do 6dio’ e diz gue grupgabinete da liberdade' UOL. June 13, 202BF aponta como o ‘gabinete do édio’
se expandiu além do Palacio do Planalto

156 SenadoComissédo Parlamentar Mista de InquériteFake News Senado Noticias. December 27, 2021P| das Fake News buscara parceria
com Policia Federal, TSE e Ministério Publico

157 |/A Court. Case of Rios et al. v. Venezué@leeliminary Objections, Merits, Reparations and Costdudgment of January 28009. Series C
No. 194. Para. 139.

158FENAJ. September 28, 2021Sindicatos e FENAJ repudiam agressao a reporter cinematogoafia RIC Record TV LondrinABRAJI.
Fotojornalista é agredido durante cobertura de assassinato no B&BRAJI. September 13, 202Jornalistas sdo apedrejados em cobertura
da selecdo no Recif€lobo Esporte. May 6, 202 Agressao contra jornalista viraliza e causa comocao: "Cena criminosa e absprd@l. July
8, 2021.Repoérter da Rede Amazonica é agredido poiperfeito de Humaité G1. June 24, 202Repdrter da Rede Amazénica é agredido em
ltacoatiara; FENAJ. November 18, 2028injope e FENAJ repudiam tentativa de intimidacéo de policiais a jornalista Suelen Brainer

159 Twitter account of the Rio de Janeiro State Military Police (@PMERJRnuary 13, 204. Ponte. January 13, 2022M do Rio defende o
direito de apreender celulares de jornalistas

160 Correio. March 14, 2021Fotojornalista do CORREIO é agredida verbalmente em manifestacéo bolsona@s@lobo. March 16, 2021.
Reporter é agredido por manifestante durante protesto em rodovia de GoiaSiamdicato de los Periodistas Profesionales de Sao Rau
August 3, 2021.SJSP lamenta, se solidariza e age em prol de jornalista agredido

161 Estado de Minas. March 15, 202 Fotdégrafo do Estado de Minas é agredido e hostilizado por bolsonarj$atha de Sdo Paulo. March
16, 2021.'Eu me identificava como jornalista e ninguém ouvia', didégrafo agredido em ato bolsonarista em BH

162 Poder 360. May 23, 2021.Jornalista da CNN Brasil € hostilizado em ato g6lsonarono Rig CNN. May 24, 2021Equipe da CNN é
hostilizada durante manifestacéo no Rio de Janeiro

163 ABRAJI. September 9, 202Manifestantes atacam ao menos seis equipes de imprensa no 7 de setembro ABRAJI recebe denuncias de
agressdes de apoiadores do presidente a profissiogags cobriam manifestacées
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arsonté4; the invasion of a local radio station while its programming was on the &h®; and paintings with
offensive sayings in the editorial headquarters of a large circulation magazitfé.

119. In turn, episodes of attacks against journalists by the presidential security team were reported, which
led to the presentation of a constitutional action before the Supremé&ederal Court by the Sustainability
Network party for the protection of press freedonié’. During the G20 summit, in Rome, Italy, members of the
presidential security team reportedly pushed and beat a journalist who was trying to interview the president
outside the Brazilian embassyin addition to allegedly throwing the phone of another who was filming the
eventl®8, As a result of the events, Bolsonaro would have affirmed that there were no attacks against the press
and that the recorded events occurred ithe framework of the presidential security work carried out by the
Italian policel®, For its part, on December 12, 2021, during a visit by the president to Itamaraju, Bahia, the
president's security team reportedly prevented journalists from approaching he president, even physically
assaulting at least 3 reporters and threatening to hit others. In this context, the Itamaraju Works Secretary
would have damaged a microphone, according to available informatiéfd.

120. This Office also became aware of alleged thaes against journalist$71172, For example, the presenter

Diego Santos ofTV Norte/SBTx 1 O1 A EAOA OAAAEOAA Aii OTEOGEIT AAOOOEAC,

i AAOOOA O1 OEI AW ATAe pActojdurnAlist IE@MarABafo©Would have received death threats,

allegedly linked to the disclosure of photos of possibly criminal fires in thehazont74. At the same time, during

a religious festival, in Aparecida, S&o Paulo, a man reportedly attacked a journalist frd Tribuna / Globg
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121. The Office also received with concern reports that oduly 9, journalist Jackson Silva, director of the

local news portalMoju News in Moju, Para, was shot multiple times by two unknown individuals in an alleged

homicide attempt. The journalist was taken to a hospital in the capital of the State of Para.the previous

months, Jackson Silva would have denounced to the police threats that he received against higtiféd.ccording

to the Civil Police, the case would be under investigatiémn.

122. The digital environment also became even more hostile tBrazilian journalists in 2021, according to
reports received by SRFOE. According to the Brazilian Association of Investigative Journalism, between January
and August 2021, 137 cases of attacks against journalists in the digital environment were reportedhish
would show an increase of 104% in relation to the same period in 2020, particularly due to the escalation of

164 G1. April 1, 2021.Bombeiro municipal diz a policia que colocou fogo em sede de jornal por néo aceitar medidas contraXSp¥dlha de
Sé&o Paulo. March 17, 2021RPrédio de jornal em Olimpia tem incéndio apés ser atacado: dono relata ameacas

165 Estado de Mnas. April 7, 2021 Homens invadem radio ap6s locutor criticar Bolsonaro: veja vidisto E. April 7, 2021 Assista: Homens
invadem radio e ameacam locutor que criticou Jair Bolsonaro

166 Yahoo News. October 22, 2021Sede da IstoE sofre ataque apds capa com Bolsonaro associado a; AB&rOctober 21, 2021 Ataque
contra a Isto E atinge a liberdade de impreas

167 Supreme Federal CourtADPF 897

168 UOL. October 31, 2021]ornalistas sdo agredidos por segurancas do presidente Jair Bolsonaro em;ReNN Brasil. October 31, 2021.
Jornalistas relatam agressdes em ato pBdlsonaro apés encontro do G20 em Ror@4. October 31, 202Bolsonaro hostiliza jornalistas em
Roma. e seguranca agride reporteres

169 Folha de Sao Paulo. November 8, 202Rolsonaro mente e nega gue tenha havido agressao a jornalistas em Ro@b.November 25,
2021. Governo nega ao STF agressédo a jornalistas em Roma

170 Government of the State of BahiaGovernador repudia violéncia contra equipe da Rede Globo no ExtremioGRulDecember 12, 2021.
Equipe da TV Bahia, afiliada da Globo, é agredida por segurancas e apoiadores de Bolsonaro

171JOL. September 11, 202MT: jornalista vai & PF contra ameacas que atribui a gomador; ABRAJI. October 25, 202dornalista denuncia
ameaca ao produzir documentaricFENAJ. December 9, 2023indjor Goias e FENAJ repudiam intimidacéo feita por vereador a jornalista de
Anépolis- FENAJ

172 Artigo 19. October 8, 2021Nota de apoio ao radialista Jerry de Oliveira e Radio Noroeste, vitimas de ameaca de morte e desinformacées
G1. October 8, 2021Palicia Civil investiga ameacas contra radialista de Campinas

173 SBT. April 5, 2021Roraima: Apresentador da TV Norte/SBT sofre ameaca de mqtewvem Pan. April 7, 2020ornalista recebe carta com
balas de revélver como ameaca em Roram

174 FENAJ. August 26, 202Eindicato dos Jornalistado AM e FENAJ repudiam ameaca a repoifieiografico; UOL. August 25, 2021AM:
Repérter fotografico € ameacado de morte apds registrar gueimadas

175 G1. October 13, 2021Repérter cinematografico da Globo é agredido por apoiador de Bolsonaro em Aparp€deeio Braziliense.
October 12, 2021.'Se eu pudesse mataria vocés": bolsonarista agride cinegrafista’parecida

176 G1. July 9, 2021Jornalista é alvo de atentado a tiros em Moju. nordeste do P&@RJ. July 20, 2021ornalista brasileiro Jackson Silva
sobrevive a disparos de armas de fogo

177 G1. July 22, 2021Suspeito de envolvimento em ataque a tiros contra jornalista € morto em acéo da PM nq Pér@uajara. July 22, 2021.
Acusado de tentar matar jornalista do Moju News, morre em troca de tiros com a PM.
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stigmatizing speeches, threats, and doxing practic8. Among these attacks, this Office emphasizes that a
special adviser to the Minister oHealth, in January 2021, would have disclosed data on the journalist André
Spigariol, from Crusoémagazine, with alleged intimidating purpose&™. The Office of the Special Rapporteur
also highlights the existence of campaigns on the Internet, especially drwitter, through hashtags that
stigmatize the press. According to research by the Institute of Technology and Society of Rio de Janeiro and
Reporters Without Borders, between March and June 2021 "there were 498,693 records that mention at least
one of thehashtags monitored" by the institutions and at least 20% of these tweets would have been produced
by accounts with a high probability of automated behavicio.

123. The Office of the Special Rapporteur recalls that principle 9 of the IACHR's Declaration of Eifihes on
&OAAATT T &£ %@DOAOOEIT OOAOAO OEAOh AiiTlTc 1T OEAOOR OEE,
communicators, as well as the material destruction of communications media violate the fundamental rights of
individuals and strongly restrict freedom of expression. It is the duty of the state to prevent and investigate
OOAE 1T AAOOOAT AAORh O1 bDOI EOE OEAEO DPAOPAOOAOGI OO AT A Ol
are called upon to provide press officials with the highest level of rptection, since the journalists,
camerapeople, photojournalists, and communicators who cover the protests play a fundamental role in

collecting and disseminating information.

124. On the other hand, this Office recorded the alleged blocking of journalists oaaal networks by hight
ranking public authorities. According to data from 2021, considering a list of 35 authorities selected by the
Brazilian Association of Investigative Journalism and by Congress in Focus, 297 cases of Twitter blocking of
journalists or media outlets would have been identified. The President of the Republic would answer for 79 of
these cases and, among them, are the accounts of the newspagdeiario do Centro do Mundo, The Intercept,
Congresso em Focand the Aos Fatos agené§t. Likewise, in August, Human Rights Watch identified at least
176 blocks by the president on social networks, "among which there were accounts of journalists,
AT T COAOOPAT PI Ah ET £ OAT AAOO xEOE 11 OA OEAT it 1 ETT A&
sense, the Office of the Special Rapporteur is concerned about the possible obstruction of access to information
of public interest for citizens that this type of blockade may generate. The Office of the Special Rapporteur
emphasizes that, accordingo the "Principles on the Right of Access to Information" of the InteAmerican
Juridical Committee, this right "refers to all significant information, whose definition must be broad, including
all that is controlled and filed in any format or medium.

125. This Office was also informed about alleged editorial pressures that could be present in the Brazilian
Communication Company ECB) Empresa Brasil de Comunicachaesponsible for TV Brasil, Radios Nacional
and MEGC and for Agencia Brasil. According to a rept prepared by the Union of Journalists of the Federal
District, based on anonymous surveys with ECB staff, 161 qualified cases of censorship are reported between
July 2020 and July 2021. In addition, between January and July 2021, the normal programmaidV Brasil
would have been interrupted for a total of 78 hours for the transmission of official government everi. In
addition, the Rapporteurship notes a history of tensions between the Executive Branch and the EBC during the
administration of the current president!e4,

126. On the other hand, this Office continued to monitor the existence of differeffirst instance judicial
decisions that prohibited the maintenance of journalistic content on the ajrwhich had an impact on the
dissemination of news storiesFor example,a judge of first instance ordered in liminal orderthe removal from
the air of parts of a report byRepdter Brasil in collaboration with Amazénia Realn which the illegal sale of
gold extracted from Yanomani indigenougerritories was denouncedss, Likewise, the Office of the Special

178 ABRAJI. September 2021. 137 ameacas contra jornalistas. vazamento de dados e outros atagues na internet

179 Crusoé. January 31, 202JApds reportagem, 'marqueteiro’ de Pazuello ameaca reporter de Crus®RAJ. January 29, 202Assessor

especial de Pazuello expde dados de reporter da Crusoé para intiinila / DOAT EAEOUOET " - AOEET EAnGré 3ET x6 A&l |
Spigariol

180 |ITS. RSF. 202Report Atagues ao jornalismo se alastram nas redes

181 ABRAJI. September 27, 202Mais de 98% dos tweets do presidente sdo de interesse plblico

182 HRW. August 19, 2021Brazil: Bolsonaro Blocks Critics on Social Media

183 EBC Employees CommissiorDossié da Censura na EROttober 2021.

184 Folha de S&o Paulo. 22 de febrero de 201®olsonaro demite presidente da estatal de comunicacdo EBC apds desentendimento

185 Reporter Brasil. July 19, 2021Justica censura reportagem sobre comércio ilegal de ouro publicada na Repérter BFatiia de So Paulo.

July 19, D21. Justica de Roraima censura reportagem sobre comércio ilegal de ouro extraadbedra Indigena Yanomami
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Rapporteur noted that judicial decisions determined that newwserification agencies should stop classifying as
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127. The Office of the Special Rapporteur notes its particular concern over judicial decisions that would
impose prior censorship on the publication ofarticles of public interest. For example, according to the
information available, RBS T\Wvould have been prohibited from carrying out any journalistic broadcast on the
award-winning collaboration provided by a businessman to the Public Ministry of Rio Grale do Sul in a weH
known corruption case!®’. Also, after a request for a precautionary measure presented by a Brazilian humorist,
the Piauimagazine was prohibited from publishing, as long as the investigations were ongoing, any news about
a case of allegd sexual abuse perpetrated by the plaintiff8. At the same time, a court order prohibited the
newspaper O Globdrom disclosing information on the financial flow of a company investigated by the Cowd
19 Parliamentary Investigation Commission, on the grauds that the information published by the newspaper
would harm judicial secrecy-e.

128. The inter-American human rights system explicitly prohibits prior censorship. Likewise, indirect
censorship -for example through pressure or interference also "restricts the free circulation of ideas and
opinions, as well as the arbitrary imposition of information and the creation of obstacles to the free flow of
ET £ Of ACETT h OEiI1 AOA OBR OECEO O AEOAAATI AgPDPOAOOEIT S
129. Additionally, in 2021, the Office of the Special Rapporteur continued to record the use aiminal
mechanisms in order to limit the exercise of journalism, in some cases in relation to issues of public intefést
For example, the Civil Police of Rio deadeiro would have initiated an investigation against the journalist
Leandro Demori, from The Intercept Brasil due to a journalistic investigation in which it was questioned
xEAOEAO ¢ OEA #EOEI o011 EAA T £ 2 8dInpakicdlar,ithk BfiicOdf tid Ipdcigl A COT (
Rapporteur expresses its concern regarding the arrest of journalist and blogger Paulo Cezar de Andrade Prado,
who covers political and sports issues, on September 28, 2021. The journalist had been sentenced months
before to 5 months in prison in a lawsuit for defamation after the publication of a note in which he denounced
irregularities in the management of the vice president of a football clu.

130. In May, the Supreme Federal Court, did not admit axtraordinary appeal against the civil conviction
of journalist Rubens Valente for compensation of R$100,000.00 in favor of judge Gilmar Mendes, also of the
Supreme Federal Court, for alleged abuse in the exercise of freedom of expression in the publicatiba book
where, among other things, the actions of the judge in a wekhown investigation on money laundering in the
country were criticized. The conviction decision also determined that, in future editions of the book, the
publisher should publish the entirety of said conviction, in addition to the initial petition filed by Minister
Gilmar MendesAccording to the journalist, this would prevent new editiong®4,

131. The Office of the Special Rapporteur recalls that any sanction for the alleged abusive exarodf
freedom of expression must be based on a formal and substantive law, pursue a legitimate purpose recognized

186 ABRAJI. March 30, 2028TF suspende decisao para retirada de contetdo e retratacdo daaFoNos FatosApril 28, 2021. Juiz decide que
Aos Fatos ndo pode mencionar que Revista Oeste publicou desinformdaCac. May 4021. Aos Fatos: para especialistas, decisdo que
mandou editar checagens é censy@onjur. 31 de agosto de 202T.3SP néo vé ilicito em selo de fake news atribuido por agéncia de checagem
187 GZH. January 11, 202Reportagem da RBS TV esta sob censura pré&BERT. August 26, 202NOTA DE REPUDIO

188 Poder 360. August 25, 2021Justica proibe revista piaui de publicar nova reportagem sobre Marcius Me{Rémi. August 25, 2021.
Marcius Melhem e censura a piaui

189 ABRAJI. August 27, 202 ABRAJI repudia censura ao jornal O GlpBlobo. August 25, 2021Desembargadora censura reportagem do
GLOBO sobre empresa investigada pela CPI da Covid

190 Declaration on Freedom of Expressid®rinciple 8

191 FENAJ. December 8, 202[Em tentativa de intimidacéo, assessor de Carlos Bolsonaro abre netidiae contra repérter da VejaABRAJI.
July 15, 2021 Promotor de Justica do Piaui processa 5 portais de not{cABRAJI. June 23, 202Dono da Havan moveu 37 acdes contra
jornalistas, veiculos e criticos, mostra levantamento Luciano Hang. aliado de Bolsonaro, pede indenizacdo milionéria ognieasg Folha

de Londrina. November 12, 2021Jornalista é indiciado por postar foto de juiza gue participou de ato antidemocrgtiGarta Capital.
November 10, 2021 Policia indicia jornalista que compartilhou fotos de juiza em protestos antideraticos

192 The Intercept Brasil. June 8, 2021A Policia Civil decidiu nos investigar por causa deste teBbPais. June 10, 202Inguérito policial
contra jornalista do 'The Intercept' se soma a ofensiva para intimidar a imprensa

193ABRAJI. ©tober 1, 2021 Policia civil de SP prende jornalista esportivo por difama¢&PJ. March 11, 202Blogueiro esportivo brasileiro
enfrenta 5 meses de priséo em caso de difamacéo de 200NJUR. September 28, 2024BI repudia prisdo de jornalista do Blog do Paulinho
194 CNN. May 14, 2021Moraes determina que jornalista publique condenacéo em nova edicdo de;l®rantagonista. May 14, 202Moraes
manda jornalista publicar condenacéo em naedicéo de livro
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by international law, and be necessary and proportionate to achieve said purpose in a democratic society. The

IACHR and its Office of the SpEcA1 2 APDBI OOAOO EAOA ET AEAAOAA OEAOh ET (
should be considered that public officials are subject to greater scrutiny by society. The Int&merican Court

has indicated that expressions on matters of public interest arspecially protected, and that the use of criminal

law in these cases is incompatible with the American Conventié#. Likewise, the Office of the Special

Rapporteur has indicated that even civil sanctions, if disproportionate, are as or more intimidatinthan a

criminal sanction1,

132. The Office of the Special Rapporteur also received information about different cases of journalists who
were called to give statements before thdé’rosecutor's Officeor the Police, in relation to the publication of
articles that denounced alleged illegal acts carried out by public officials. Despite the fact that the opening of
investigations proves the importance of journalism for accountability in a democratic society, the Office of the
Special Rapporteur learned that the statments would represent a risk to the confidentiality of journalistic
sources?9’, This Office recalls that, according to Principle 8 of the IACHR's Declaration of Principles on Freedom
of Expression, "every social communicator has the right to keep their sae of information, notes, personal
and professional archives confidential."

133. However, in contrast to these actions of the Police and the Public Prosecutor's Offides Office of the
Special Rapporteur observed the existence of judicial decisions that dabuted to the guarantee of the exercise
of freedom of expression by journalists, progress in the processing of bills that seek to combat censorship and
protection of the use of anonymity in literary works'®8, In this framework, the Office welcomes varicsl
decisions of the Supreme Federal Court in 2021 that suspended or archived investigations that the Attorney
" AT AOAIT 60 /| £#£ZEAA EAA 1 PAT AA ACAET OO ET OOT Al EGOO xET 0Of
about allegations of corruption case®®.

134. Likewise, regarding the prosecution of crimes against journalists, the Office of the Special Rapporteur
was informed that the Court of Justice of the State of Sdo Paulo had decided to archive the investigation into
responsibility for injuries suffered by journalist Daniel Arroyo in 2019 as a result of having received the impact
of a rubber bullet while covering a protest, when the authorities present would did not provide him with
medical assistance eithe®. On the other hand, the Office of the SpecRapporteur welcomes the decision of
June 10, 2021, in which the Supreme Federal Court decidélht the state of S&o Paulo must compensate
photojournalist Alex Silveira, who lost 90% of his vision after being hit by a rubber bullet fired by a police
officer while covering a protest in Sao Paulo on May 18, 2000. The legal precedent is mandatory in Brazil. The
Supreme Federal Court reasoned that the responsibility of the State is objective for damages against journalists
xET Al OAO DOI OA O Oensiblity for thd Exkidsive fault &f theOvizhODexcluded, in cases in
which the press professional fails to comply with an obvious and clear warning about access to delimited areas,
in which there is a serious risk to their physical integrity?°l. However, the Office of the Special Rapporteur
considers possible risks to the right to reparation in cases of abuse due to the lack of precision of what will be
considered an "obvious" and "clear" warning.

195 |/A Court. Case of Alvarez Ramos v. Venezu®leliminary Objection, Merits, Reparations and Costs. Judgment of August 30, 2019. Series

C No. 380, para. 124.

196 |/A Court. Case of Tristan Donoso v. PanarRaeliminary Objection, Merits Reparations and Costdudgment of January 27, 2009. para.

129.

197 ABRAJI. December 2, 202 ABRAJI repudia tentativa de quebrar sigilo de fonEEENAJ. December 3, 202Nota de Repudio do Sindjor

MS e FENAABRAJI. January 18, 202JABRAJI repudia oficio da PGR em intimidacdo ao jornalista Guilherme Amado Colunista da Revista
Epoca foi notificado para apresentadocumentos citados em reportagem sobre Abin

198 Jota. October 8, 2021TJSP: Cidad&os nédo devem indenizar prefeitura por critieasredes sociajdJOL. September 17, 2021rmé de

Aécio Neves perde acdo por danos morais contra tavi¥eja"; ConJur. September 23, 202I.3SP confirma decisdo que negou quen@me

contra jornalista; Folha de S&o Paulo. August 3, 202Eduardo Cunha perde processo contra 0 autor de seu falso diario na caBeder

260. October 7, 2021Justica derruba pedido de censura feito por Bia KEEENAJ. November 4, 2021ustica condena EBC por perseguicéo

e assédio contra diretor do Sindicato dos Jornalistas do DF e da EENAJ

190 Supreme Federal Court. AgReg. Recl 19464. October 10, 2@24cision Supreme Federal Courflune 22, 2021.0. A1 E Ol stapbddi Al E
OAO Ai1 OOOAI CEAT A OAGBRAAICFebiuaryt, 208BX 6 dnceda/pincsd contri rdpbiitet dbe néo revelou fonte

200 ABRAJI. October 14, 2021ustica de SP_arguiva caso de Daniel Arroyo, atingido por bala de borracha em protestesAdetatais sdo 0s
principais responsaveis por atagues a liberdade de imprensa no Brasil, mostra levantamento da AB®RAtH. October 7, 2021Palicia e
Justica falham em responsabilizar PM gue baleou repérter da Ponte

201 Supreme Federal CourfTema 1055 G1. December 2, 202Eotografo que perdeu a visédo em aatura de protesto em SP sera indenizado

apos 21 anos
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https://fenaj.org.br/justica-condena-ebc-por-perseguicao-e-assedio-contra-diretor-do-sindicato-dos-jornalistas-do-df-e-da-fenaj/
http://portal.stf.jus.br/processos/downloadPeca.asp?id=15345250518&ext=.pdf
http://portal.stf.jus.br/noticias/verNoticiaDetalhe.asp?idConteudo=467981&ori=1
http://portal.stf.jus.br/noticias/verNoticiaDetalhe.asp?idConteudo=467981&ori=1
https://abraji.org.br/stf-encerra-processo-contra-reporter-que-nao-revelou-fonte%20.
https://www.abraji.org.br/noticias/justica-de-sp-arquiva-caso-de-Daniel-Arroyo-atingido-por-bala-de-borracha-em-protesto
https://www.abraji.org.br/noticias/justica-de-sp-arquiva-caso-de-Daniel-Arroyo-atingido-por-bala-de-borracha-em-protesto
https://ponte.org/mp-arquiva-caso-de-fotografo-da-ponte-baleado-pela-pm-em-2019/
https://ponte.org/mp-arquiva-caso-de-fotografo-da-ponte-baleado-pela-pm-em-2019/
http://www.stf.jus.br/portal/jurisprudenciaRepercussao/verAndamentoProcesso.asp?incidente=5695282&numeroProcesso=1209429&classeProcesso=RE&numeroTema=1055
https://g1.globo.com/sp/sao-paulo/noticia/2021/12/02/fotografo-que-perdeu-a-visao-em-cobertura-de-protesto-em-sp-sera-indenizado-apos-21-anos.ghtml
https://g1.globo.com/sp/sao-paulo/noticia/2021/12/02/fotografo-que-perdeu-a-visao-em-cobertura-de-protesto-em-sp-sera-indenizado-apos-21-anos.ghtml

135. This Office also received information on the progess of the investigations related to the kidnapping of
the journalist Romano dos Anjos, reported in the 2020 annual report of the Office of the Special Rapporteur.
According to information received, the state representative Jalser Renier, currently in appls before the
Legislative Assembly of Rondénia as a result of the events, is suspected of being the intellectual author of these
events, which would also have had the participation of Roraima Military Police agents, including higéinking
officers, accordng to available information?02,

B. Freedom of Expression, Rule of Law and Democratic Institutions

136. The first half of 2021 was marked by the continuation of complaints about the use of the National
Security Law, revoked in September, against people who quedtio OEA CcT OAOT I AT 680 AAI ET EOO
public authorities. At the same time, the SRFOE was informed of an escalation of tension between the executive
power and the other powers of the State, particularly the Judicial Power, with speeches that quest the
legitimacy of the electronic voting system in Brazil and the role played by the Supreme Federal Court. Said
Court, in addition to the Superior Electoral Court, are currently carrying out investigations with the alleged
purpose of counteracting mishformation and the incidence of antidemocratic acts, in the context of which
various public figures have been detained and their social networks restricted.

137. Among the cases of activation of the National Security Law against citizé%s based on the possile
threat against the president, a student was arrested iflagrante delictoas a result of a post on Twitter that read
"Guys, Bolsonaro in [Uberldndia] tomorrow ... Is anyone close to becoming a national he&?"In turn, five
people werearrested in the Plaza de los 3 Poderes in Brasilia, after they carried a flag in protest that designated
OEA DPOAOEAAT . Like@isecigMarch, fhé& Folicé viould have summoned the youtuber Felipe Neto
to testify in a criminal investigation allegedly for having branded the president a "genocidal® on social
networks2%. In addition, also justified in the application of the National Security Law, the National Congress
asked the Supreme Federal Court to dictate the imprisonment of the comedian Dar@entili after he published
on his social networks that someone should hit all the representatives who were in favor of increasing
parliamentary immunities207,

138. The National Security Law contained, among others, criminal offenses that established subsequent
liabilities for speeches that promote attacks against the territorial integrity and Brazilian sovereignty, against
the democratic and representative regime of the Rule of Law, and against the heads of the powers of the Union.
The regulations had been issueduring the Brazilian dictatorial regime and recently various actions of
unconstitutionality were filed against it. On September 2, 2021, the presidential sanction to Law 14,197 was
published, which revoked the National Security La#8. However, thisOffice observes that the revocation law,
on the other hand, established an increase of one third of the penalty for crimes of libel, slander, or defamation
of the Brazilian Criminal Code when the crime is committed against a public official due to the exercideteir
duties, or against presidents of the Federal Senate, the Chamber of Representatives, or the Supreme Federal
Court. This maintains a wide space for criminal sanctions for the exercise of freedom of expression with
justification in the protection of the honor of public authorities. In this context, theOffice of the Special
Rapporteur learned that a woman had been temporarily detained for allegedly insulting the head of state
during a presidential visit to the city of Resende, Rio de Jane#fé.

202 Cultura. September 17, 2021Policiais militares envolvidos em sequestro de jornalista da TV Record séo presos em RofFaiia de Boa
Vista. November 11, 2021Deputado Jalser Renier tem novo pedido de cassa¢@ha de Boa Vista

203 National Council for Human RightsMarch 31, 2021.Nota Publica do Conselho Nacional dos Direitos Humanos em repudio a ataques a
liberdade de expreséo por meio da indevida aplicacédo da Lei de Seguranca Nacional

204 Poder 360. March 19, 2021Por mensagem contr8olsonaro, 25 pessoas sao intimadas pela PF em UberlabiDi . March 4, 20211ovem

€ preso em Uberlandiap6s publicacdo contra Bolsonaro no Twitter

205 G1. March 18, 2021Grupo é preso por estenderifa de protesto contra Bolsonaro em Brasiji€orreio Braziliense. March 18, 2021PM
prende cinco maifestantes em ato contra Bolsonaro na Esplanada

206 UOL. March 15, 2021Eelipe Neto é intimado ge policia ap6s chamar Bolsonaro de 'genocld] %I 0 Ap O8 Felige®AtEé puvh ¢mgp
intimado a depor com base em Lei de Seguranca Nacional, heranca da digadu

207 Poder 360. March 2, 2021Gentili fala em socadeputados e Camara pede ao STF priséo do apresenta@azeta do Povo. March 2, 2021.
Procuradoria daCémara pede ao STF prisédo de Danilo Gentili

208, Official Gazette of the Union. Edition 167. SectionSeptember 2, 2021p. 4.

209 Correio Braziliense.November 18, 2021 .Mulher é detida apés xingar Jair Bolsonaro no Rio de Jandastadao November 28, 2021.
Mulher é detida ap6s xingar Bolsonaro em Resende, ne Raitica - Estaddo
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https://www.poder360.com.br/justica/por-mensagem-contra-bolsonaro-25-pessoas-sao-intimadas-pela-pf-em-uberlandia/
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139. The Inter-American Court has held that freedom of expression protects those expressions that offend,
are shocking or disturbing, and that in democratic societies officials or public figures are subject to greater
scrutiny by society and must have greater toleance to criticisn?!0. Likewise, public authorities have a
privileged discursive space, in which they can counteract criticism that they consider unfair.

140. On the other hand, this Office has received reports indicating possible effects on freedom of expression
from Investigation 4,781, 4,828, 4,874, 4,871, which is being carried out by the Supreme Federal Court (STF).
According to the information received, in these legal cases there would have been actions bekofficioby the
STF and assignedtothe STRbb T OAAO T £ | OEAO AOOET OEOGEAOh OOAE AO
The people investigated would include the president himself, political authorities, parliamentarians, journalists
and other public leaders and figures of public notorietyn Brazil.

141. The Office of the Special Rapporteur was informed that, in the framework of these investigations, at
least four people had been held in prarial detention for at least two months?12. Likewise, requests for
extradition and inclusion of red alertsin Interpol would have been issued!3. The justification for the prison
orders included the abusive exercise of the right to freedom of expression for crimes against honor (injury,
slander, and defamation), apology or instigation of crime, crimes provideaf in the extinct National Security
Law, among others. Also crimes provided for in Law 12,850 (Criminal Organization Law), Law 9,613 (Money
Laundering Law) and Law 7,716 (Law on Racism) were also reported. The speeches indicated would include
speeches on plitical issues and criticism of the actions of public authorities, especially the Supreme Federal
Court itself. However, the Office of the Special Rapporteur also received information that the speeches that gave
rise to these processes could imply an attept to delegitimize the established powers through deliberate
disinformation, instigation of violence, or that could border on hate speeék.

142. In turn, according to the information received, in the framework of said investigations, intermediate
or precautionary measures would have been ordered that would have an impact on the exercise of freedom of
expression. Said measures would have included, among others, (i) the suspension of different social network
accounts, even globally, of people under investigatior{ii) the prohibition of access to social networks by the
person under investigation; (iii) the prohibition to give interviews; (iv) the demonetization of accounts; (v) the
prohibition of communication with other investigated persons; (vi) and the prohibtion of communication with
OEA O1 OO@EAA x1 Ol Abd

143. This Office also recorded that in August 2021 Law 14.192/2021 was enacted, which establishes as an
electoral crime, punishable by imprisonment for up to one year or the payment of up to 150 days of fine,
disclosure, in electoral advertising or during the electoral campaign period, of facts that are known to be false
in relation to parties or candidates, and that may influence the electorate; or the production, offering, or sale of
video with untrue content of parties or candidate$!6. On October 28, the Superior Electoral Court decided to
annul the mandate of federal representative Fernando Destito Francischini due to serious impact on the 2018
electoral process as a result of live broadcasts, on election daywhich Fernando Francischini stated that the

210 |/A Court. Case ofvcher Bronstein v. Peru~und, Reparations and Costs. Judgment of February 6, 208édries C No. 74.

211 Supreme Federal CourRortaria GP N° 69, de 14 de marzo de 20Bupreme Federal Courtludge Alexandre de Moraes. Investigation
4.828.Decision.July 1, 2021 Supreme Federal Courtinvestigacion 4.874Supreme Federal CourtJudge Alexandre de Moraes. Invégation
4.879.Decision August 18, 2021.

212 Chamber of Representatived-ebruary 17, 2021Deputado Daniel Silveira € preso por ordem do ministro Alexandre de Mgr&isMoraes
revoga prisdo de Daniel Silveira e proibe deputado de acessar remgais ConJur. June 26, 202@or ordem de Alexandre, PF encontra e
prende blogueiro bolsonaristaPoder 360. January 26, 202Moraes manda Oswaldo Eustaquio para priséo domiciliar e exige tornozelgira.
UOL. October 26, 2021Z¢ Trovao se Entrega a Policia Federal em; 8BIN. December 17, 202JAlexandre de Moraes. do STF. concede
priséo domiciliar a Zé Trovag ConJur. August 12, 202Roberto Jefferson, aliado de Bolsonaro, é preso por ordem do ministro Alexandre, do
STE CNN. January 24, 20222lexandre de Moraes determina que Roberto Jefferson cumpra prisédo domiciliar

213 ConJur. October 21, 2021Alexandre de Moraes determina a prisdo preventiva de Allan dos SarExtra. September 10, 2021Apds
incluséo na lista de procurados da Interpol, prisdo de Z¢é Trovao agora depende da policia mexicana

214 For example:Supreme Federal CourtJudg Alexandre de Moraes. Pet. 9.84Becision August 12, 2021; Supreme Federal Court. Judge
Alexandre de Moraes. Pet. 9.93%ecision. October 5, 2021; Supreme Federal Court. Judge Alexandre de Moraes. Investigation 4.781.
Decision.February 16, 2021.

215 For example,Supreme Federal CourtJudge Alexandre de Moraes. Investigation 4.781. DecisionMdly 26, 2020and July 31, 20209
Supreme Federal CourtJudge Alexandre de Moraes. Pet. 9.938ecision.October 5, 2021; ConJur. November 15, 2024lexandre proibe
Daniel Silveira de daentrevistas e 0 ameaca com nova prisaSupreme Federal CourtJudge Alexandre de Moraes. Investigation 4.879.
DecisionDecember 17, 2021.
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https://www.cnnbrasil.com.br/politica/alexandre-de-moraes-determina-que-roberto-jefferson-cumpra-prisao-domiciliar/
https://www.conjur.com.br/2021-out-21/alexandre-moraes-determina-prisao-preventiva-allan-santos
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https://www.conjur.com.br/dl/alexandre-manda-prender-roberto.pdf
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electronic ballot boxes were not correctly calculating the votes for the presidency of the RepubBlit The Court
also established the thesis that "the use of digital instant messaging applications to promatess shootings
that contain disinformation and falsehoods to the detriment of the opponents and to the benefit of the
AAT AEAAOAe AT OI A AT 1 OOEOOOA AT AwmRAAOI OAI AOEI A T &£ AAOO
144. This Office recalls that, despite the fact thaiolitical speech and matters of public interest are specially
protected within the framework of the American Convention on Human Rights, article 13.5 of the instrument
prohibits hate speech. In addition, public leaders must monitor their speech with incremd diligence,
considering the prominent role they play in democracies, in order to maintain a civic environment for quality
and informed debate on issues of public interest. Any sanction for the abusive exercise of freedom of expression
must respect the tipartite test, within which the imputation of the criminal sanction is a measure of last resort.
Likewise, the sanction must always be preceded by due legal process, with due guarantees to those investigated
and accused, including the impartiality and indpendence of the judging body and the proportionality of the
intermediate measures ordered, taking into account the impact on the rights of the parts. At the same time, the
Office of the Special Rapporteur calls on the authorities of the States to alwaysmote a contextual test-and
not semantic- of the speeches that allegedly instigate violence so that their seriousness and risk can be
identified, as the threshold test of the Plan of Action Rabat in cases of hate spééth

145. This Office of the Special Rampteur became aware of the escalation of tension between the executive
branch and other powers of the Republic, especially the Judicial Branch, in the debates about the electronic
voting system in Brazif20. On different occasions, the president would havsaid that "only God pulls on his
E E® dLikewise, the president would have affirmed that he would have evidence of fraud in the current system
and that he would not accept the results of elections unless they were carried out with the printed véte, even
pointing out that "if there is no printed vote, there will be no elections” in 2022. In this context, on August 4,
2021, judge Alexandre de Moraes, of the Federal Supreme Court, determined, after analyzing a petition filed by
the Superior Electoral Cart, the opening of a criminal investigation against the president for his statements
that the electoral system Brazilian would be vulnerable to frau##3. The president's reactions to said decision
included declarations that judges Alexandre de Moraes anduls Roberto Barroso, member of the Supreme
Federal Court and president of the Superior Electoral Court respectively, exacerbated the constitutional limits
AT A OEAO OEA AT OEAT OA ACAET 0O OEA 1PATEIC 1T &£ OEA ET
#1 1 OO0 E2.000thel shnde time, on August 10, 2021, the Chamber of Representatives did not approve a
proposal to amend the Federal Constitution to make the printing of the vote mandatory in the 2022 electicas
Likewise, the president of the National @ngress summarily rejected a request for impeachment against judge
Alexandre de Moraes presented by President Bolsonad.

146. In this context, the Office of the Special Rapporteur noted with concern that, in the context of the call
for citizen protests on Sepember 7, 2021, proposals aimed at trust in democratic institutions and their
representatives had been registereg’. The president gave a speech in Sdo Paulo in which he questioned the
validity of the elections and the legitimacy of the Federal Supreme QuuLikewise, he stated that he would only

217 Superior Electoral Court.October 28, 2021Deputado Francischini &€ cassado por propagar desinformacéo contra a urna @feta.
218 Superior Electoral Court. TSE julga improcedentes acdes contra Jair Bolsonaro e Hamilton Maurdo

219 OHCHR. No daté=reedom of expression vs incitement to hatred: OHCHR and the Rabat Plan of Action

220 poder 360. December 25, 202Bolsonaro criticou sistema eleitoral mais de 20 vezes em 2021

221 CNN Brasil. April 15, 2021.S6 Deus me tira da cadeira presidencial', diz Bolsonaro sobre impeachniRoder 360. May 12, 2021.S6
Deus me tira daqui". diz Bolsonaro ao falar de voto impresEstado de Minas. August 6, 202Bolsonaro: 'Sé Deus me tira da presidéncia’
222 CNN Brasil. August 5, 2021Linha do tempo: a escalada da tensé@o entre STF e Bolsonaro em umAriEasrde. July 5, 2021Bolsonaro
volta a atacar Barroso e diz que sem voto impresso, ministro "tera problem@s'treio Braziliense. July 28, 202Bolsonaro diz que 0 "povo
vai reagir" se nao tiver voto impresso em 2G2Roder 360. May 6, 2021Sem voto impresso nao havera eleicdo. diz Bolsona@NN Brasil.
August 1, 2021.Sem eleicéo limpa. ndo havera eleicéo'. diz Bolsonaro em nova ameaca sobre 2022

223 ConJur. August 4, 2021STF acolhe pedido do TSE e vai investigar Bolsonaro por fake;nEatha de S&o Paulo. August 12, 2024oraes
acolhe noticiacrime do TSE e manda investigar Bolsonaro por vazamento de inquérito sigiloso

224 Estado de Minas. August 4, 202Bolsonaro ameaca reagir a inquérito fora das '4 linhas' da Constituiz8etrépoles. August 4, 2021.
Bolsonaro sobre inquérito do STF: "Antidoto n&o esté dentro das quatro limt#@a€onstituicdo:'

225 Cadmara de los Diputados. August 10, 202Camara rejeita proposta gue tornava obrigatorio o voto impresso

226 Senado Noticias. August 15, 202Pacheco rejeita pedido de Bolsonaro por impeachment de Moraes

227 |sto E. September 32021.Bolsonaro diz que 7 de setembro seréa ultimato aos que acusa de descumprir ConstitU&EOE Independente

Folha de S&o Paulo. September 3, 20Bblsonaro repete ameaca golpista e diz que 7 de Setembro seré ultimato a ministros do STF.
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i AAOA Pi xAO OEI bOE Ol 28 Afehthe/othek potversiofihe Gafidh Gejecdell th©férés?, on
September 9 the president declared that he never had the intention of attacking the powers of the R0,

147. In the context of the escalation of COVHD9 cases and deaths in Brazil and due to a decision by the
Supreme Federal Court, the Brazilian Senate created a Parliamentary Investigation Commission to, among
others, analyze actionsand omissions of theFederal Government and in the conduct of public health policies
since March 2020, including responsibilities for alleged dissemination of erroneous information,
disinformation, or fake news3!, Said commission found that it would have had a large volume cbntent that
misinformed the Brazilian population in the process of confronting COVH29. It also concluded that high
ranking authorities of the federal government had acted in disseminating this news, including the President of
the Republi@32, In October 2021, after analyzing a request presented by the CommissienMinister of the
Federal Supreme Courtauthorized the opening of an investigation against the president by the Senate for
allegedcommon crimes, crimes of responsibility, and crimeagainst humanity for the management, speeches,
and statements of the president on healtimeasures in the pandemigs?.

148. Atthe same time, during the 182° period of sessions of the IACHR, civil society organizations presented
information on violations of freedom of artistic and cultural expression since 2019. At least 30% of the 134
reported cases would be linked to cultural productions that involve the LGBTQIA+ theme, race, gender, or
religious criticism. The main violations would occur due to prior administative censorship and restrictive
institutional measures from the Executive Power. Thus, for example, in February, the financing of a play critical
of the Brazilian dictatorship was summarily rejected despite the fact that, according to the applicants, thiay
met the requirements34. Likewise, in June 2021, a sek AA1 A OABA OGLEIODHB * AUU AEAOOEOAI
unfavorable opinion for public financing on the grounds that the festival would be a political and not an artistic
activity23s. Ronaldo Gomes, tectical adviser who signed that document, would have been fired from his
position a week later and the court decided to reevaluate the decisiétf. At the same time, the Palmares
Foundation, a public institution dedicated to promoting cultural diversity, deailed to remove more than half of
the collection from its library because it considered it "committed to the struggles of the left and completely
Al EAT O OEA=r OAUEI EAT OAAIT EOQOUO
149. At the aforementioned hearing, the Office of the Special Rapporteur recalldtht freedom of artistic
expression is specially protected in the interAmerican legal framework, both because of its form and, in
AEEEAOAT O AAOAOh AAAAOOA T &£ EOO Ail1 OAT 68 , EEAxXxEOAR AO
inevitably tr ansmit multiple meanings and invite multiple interpretations of themselves, nurture the ability to
tolerate ambiguity and admit paradox, and it has the ability to imagine innovative solutions to problems and
the willingness to tune in to the perceptive seWEAET EOCE&O T £ 1T OEA0OOS

150. The Office of the Special Rapporteur was also informed about various threats to academic freedom in
Brazil, including the suspension of a teacher who criticized the federal governme#t and the dismissal of a
teacher from the munidpal education network who broadcasted, in an arts class, a video on violence against

228 BBC. September 7, 2021As ameacas de Bolsonaro em discursos no 7 de SeterPoder 360. September 7, 2021.eia a integra do
discurso de Bolsonaro no ato de 7 de Setembro em Sao Paulo

229 Senado Noticias. September 7, 202Eenadores repercutem discursos de Bolsonaro no Dia da Independéncia em Brasilia e em $&o Paul
CBN. September 8, 202LCBN- A radio que toca noticia Fux rebate atos do 7 de setembro e chama ameacas de Bolsonaro déa@ddsma
democracia’

230Federal government. September 9, 2021Nota Oficial- Presidente Jair Bolsonaro

231 Senad Noticias. April 14, 2021 STF confirma liminar que mandou instalar CPI da Covi@1. April 30, 2021CPI da Covid quer investigar
contratos e acdes de publicidade do governo durante a pandeffRaiha de Sdo Pauldpril 27, 2021. Vacinas., testes. 'covidario', fake news;
entenda 23 acusacdes previstas pelo govenaoCP|.

232 Federal SenateRelatorio Final CPI da Pandemi@ctober 26, 2021

233 Supreme Federal Court. Judge Alexandre de Moraes. Pet. 10.@tision December 3, 2021.

234 Mobile. No Date.Mapa de la Censura.

235 Ministério de la Ciudadania. FUNARTE. Pronac 204126. Parecer técnicme 25, 2021

2360 Globo. October 14, 2021Exassessor da Funarte que vetou festival antifasaista Lei Rouanet vai cumprir 140 horas de servigo
comunitario; Poder 360. August 18, 2021udtica manda Funarte reavaliar pedido destival sobre Lei Rouanet

237 Fundacion Palmares. June 10, 202Relatério Publico do Acervo da Fundacéo Cultural Palmares

238 UN. Report of the Special Rapporteur on cultural rights. The contributioof cultural initiatives to the creation and development of
societies that respect human rightsA/HRC/37/55. January 4, 2018. para. 27.

239 G1. September 1, 2021 Professora é suspensa por trés dias por criticar Bolsonaro e os apoiadores dele em sala de aDldadyd
Metropoles. September 1, 2021Professora é suspensa por trés dias apos criticar Bolsonaro em sala
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the LGBTQIA+ populatio©. In March, Professor Pedro Rodrigues Curi Hallal and the PRzctor for Extension

and Culture of the Federal University of Pelotas, Eraldo dosi@os Pinheiro, had to formally commit not to
criticize the government at the university for two years as a condition for the closure of a process where their
resignations were required, according to the information receive#!. In May, the Attorney General of the
Republic of Brazil, Antdnio Augusto Branddo de Aras, filed a criminal complaint for slander, libel, and
defamation against Conrado Hibner Mendes, a professor at USP's Law School and a columnist for the
newspaper Folha de Sao Paulofor the criticism made by the professor on his social networks and in the
newspaper42, In August, the 12th Federal Criminal Court of the Federal District rejected the criminal complaint
filed by the Attorney General of the Republic, but theatision may be reviewed by the Court of Justice of S&o
Paulo in appeal. In turn, the judge Nunes Marques, of the Supreme Federal Court, would also have filed a
complaint against Professor Hubner Mendes for crimes against honor before the Office of the Atiey General

of the Republi@43,

151. However, this Office welcomes the decision of the Court of Justice of Santa Catarina that declared the
unconstitutionality of a municipal law that prohibited the disclosure of any material considered "improper to
the psychological development" of childrerand adolescents in local schools. The decision concludétter alia,
that the imprecise legal wording unduly restricted academic freedom, which would have an intrinsic
relationship with freedom of expression and with the democratic principlé.

152. In the Inter-American Principles on Academic Freedom and University Autonomy, the IACHR and its
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publication of certain topics, as well as the impositio of restrictions on access to publications, libraries, or
physical or online databases, constitute prior censorship, expressly prohibited in article 13.2 of the American
Convention on Human Rights and contrary to the right to education in the terms of éte 13 of the Protocol of
San Salvado@4s.

C. Freedom of Expression and Fight against Discrimination and Exclusion

153. This Office has carefully monitored the continuity of the situation of violence against women
journalists in Brazil. According to datapresented by ABRAJI, as of the closing date of this report, 82 attacks
against women journalists were registered in 2021 and state actors were responsible for 40% of the cases.
Likewise, 41.5% of the cases would be genddrased attacks. In most cases, thactims are journalists who
cover political issue$4. Likewise, a study presented by the Institute of Technology and Society of Rio de Janeiro
and Reporters Without Borders in the framework of campaigns against journalists on Twitter between March
and June2021, identified that female journalists were mentioned 13 times more in publications than men and
that they were 50% more likely to be attacked with pejorative terms and disqualification®?’.

154. At the same time, women journalists would have been particulayltargeted by stigmatizing statements
by the president, who would have called Driele Veiga, froffiv Araty an "idiot"248; and Daniela Lima, fromCNN

Brazil OA N & A AOHeBvAuldd@lso have asked Laurene Santos BY Globd'to shut up@°;and he would
have pointed out that Victoria Abel, oRadio CBNshould be born again and go back to scha@#.

240 Folha de S&o Paulo. August 26, 20Hrefeito de Criciima diz néo tolerar 'viadagem' e demite professor gay que exibiu clipe de G&iblo
August 26, D21 Prefeito de Criciuma demite professor por exibir clipe de musica de Crioloteomatica LGBTQIA+ em aula de artes

241 Official Gazette of the Union. Edition 40, Section Blarch 2, 2021 p. 17

222 SRFOE. SRESCER. R139/21. May 28, 2@ffices of Special Rapporteurs express concern about the use of criminal mechanisms for
defamation against a university professor in Brazil and call on the Stategspect academic freedom

243 Revista Forum. July 23, 202INunes Marques reforca perseguicéo de Aras e aciona PGR contra Conrado HPoder 360. Jly 7, 2021.
Nunes Marques aciona PGR contra professor e colunista Conrado Hiibner

244Court of Justice of Santa Catarina. Action of Unconstitutionality 501728%7.2020.8.24.0000. July 7, 202Decision.

245 JACHR. Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression. Special Rapporteur for Economic, Social, Cultural amdfinental
Rights.Inter-American Principles on Academic Freedom and University Auton®021. p. fifteen.

246 ABRAJI. No Daté/iolencia de Género contra Periodistas

247]TS. RSF. 202Report Atagues ao jornalismo se alastram nas redes

248 G1. April 26, 2021 Bolsonaro chama jornalista de ‘idiota’ durante visita a Bahia

249 Folha de Sé&o Paulo. Jurig 2021.Em novo ataque a imprensa, Bolsonaro insulta apresentadora da CNN Brasil

250 DW. June 21, 2021Em ataque a imprensa. Bolsonaro insulta repérter e a manda "calar a boca"

21 O Globo. June 25, 202Bolsonaro wvlta a atacar jornalistas ao ser questionado sobre Covaxin
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155. In this framework, this Office highlights the case of Patricia Campos Mello who, as recorded in the
SRFOE 2020 Annual Report, was the target dfggnatizing statements by Representative Eduardo Bolsonaro
and by the president. This, after Hans River do Nascimento, a former employee of one of the digital marketing
companies that would have been involved in the 2018 presidential campaign, testified foee the Mixed
Parliamentary Commission for the Investigation of Fake News and made sexual accusations regarding the
journalist, which were denied by her. The statements against the journalist also gained voice among the
followers of the head of state, inkding parliamentarians, as this Office learned. In 2021, the Office registered
different judicial decisions of the State of Sdo Paulo that, after the filing of civil lawsuits by the journalist, there
were convictions against President Jair Bolsonak®?, Reresentative Eduardo Bolsonarés3, Representative
André Fernandeg>4 and Hans Rive®5to compensate the journalist in concept of moral damages. At the closing
date of writing this report, the decisions were still pending remedies.

156. For its part, the FederalUnion was sentenced in the first instance to pay 5 million reais in
compensation for collective moral damages and to invest another 10 million reais in official advertising
campaigns to combat domestic violence and sexual harassment. The Federal ProsecsitOffice filed a public
civil action for the different times in which high-ranking federal public authorities, especially the president and
his cabinet of ministers, made offensive statements against women. According to the decision, which is still
pending an appeal, it would not be possible for government leaders to use their positions to make statements
against a historically vulnerable segment of the populatioiis.
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and people in public office should not make statements that could promote intolerance, discrimination (...) and,
instead, should take advantage of their leadership positions to counteract these social harms and promote
intercultural understanding AT A OAOPAAO®"EZI O AEOAOOGEOUDG

D. Freedom of Expression and the Internet

158. 2021 was marked by progress in debates and attempts to regulate freedom of expression on the
internet, especially from the regulation of platforms. In September, the Office of th8pecial Rapporteur
expressed its concern regarding the approval of Provisional Measure No. 1068, issued on September 6, 2021
by the Executive Power of Brazil. Said regulation established a strict series of causes by which companies could
suspend accounts peliminate content from their platforms. In this way, it would be forced to keep online all
that content that the norm does not consider capable of being withdrawn without a court order for "just cause".
As has been reported to this Office, the grounds pposed by the Executive do not fully cover the multiplicity
of acts that could violate the rights of Internet users, and could leave out situations whose response by the
platforms may turn out to be crucial on many occasior#g. However, on September 14, #h president of the
Senate summarily rejected the Provisional Measure for unconstitutionality, considering that this type of
legislation could deal with the issue?® On September 20, 2021, the Presidency of the Republic presented to the
Chamber of Represerdtives the Draft Ordinary Law 3227/2021, with wording similar to the rejected
Provisional Measure&®o.

252 ConJur. March 27, 2021Bolsonaro € condenado a indenizar jornalista em R$ 20; 18l March 27, 2021]ustica de SP condena Bolsonaro

a indenizar jornalista em R$ 20 mil poreghos morais

253 Jota. September 23, 202 Eduardo Bolsonaro deve indenizar jornalistatricia Campos Mello. decide TjSFolha. September 22, 2021.
Justica mantém condenacéo de Eduardo Bolsanpor ofender repérter da Folha

254 ConJur. July 20, 2021Deputado do Ceara deve indenizar jornalista Patricia Campos Melta. July 20, 2021André Fernandes €
condenado a indenizar Patricia Campos Mello

255 Cultura. April 16, 2021 Justica condena Hans River por danos morais a jornalista Patricia Campos @efidur. April 16, 2021lnformante

deve indenizar jornalista por ofensas de cunho sexual

26Folha de S&o Paulo. June 24, 202Justica condena governo Bolsonaro a pagar multa e fazer campanha apos ofensas de presidente a
mulheres Cojur. June 54, 202XGoverno federal é condenado em R$ 15 mi por falas de Bolsonaro contra mulheres

257 The United Nations (UN) Special Rapporteur on the Protection and Promotion of Freedom of Opinion and Expression, the Orgéiniza

for Security and Ceoperation in Europe (OSCE) Representative on Freedom of the Media, the Organization of American States (OAS)
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Freedom of Expression andiccess to Information 2021 Joint Declaration on Politicians and Public Officials and Freedom of Expression

258 SRFOE. Press Release 237/21. September 9, 20R1e SRFOE warns about the risks for the right to freedom of expression on the internet
in Brazil in the face of the refon of the Internet Civil Framework

259Agéncia Senado. September 14, 20Racheco devolve MP gue dificultavaireda de contetdo da internet

260 Chamber of Representative®L 3227/2021.
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159. The Office of the Special Rapporteur recalls that, although in recent decades international human rights
law has provided guidelines regarding the importace of adopting clear, transparent, and prestablished
policies by Internet companies, in no case has the prohibition of content moderation as an adequate alternative
to the protection of rights.

160. These events happened simultaneously with the progress of ¢hdiscussions of Bill 2630/2020-the
Fake News Bilt in the Chamber of Representatives, which was approved in the Brazilian Senate in June 2020
in a process criticized, among other things, because of its speed. In 2021, responding to calls from different
actors, the Chamber of Representatives convened public hearings on the proposal, especially within the
Working Group for the Improvement of Brazilian Internet Legislationz GTNET. In his participation in said
hearings on September 28, 2021, the Rapporteurighlighted the specific challenges imposed by governance
on the network and the concerns of the Office of the Special Rapporteur regarding the bill, as highlighted in
previous communications, including in the Annual Report 2020. He also reinforced that Briawas called to
actively participate in international debates and that it could also wait for the construction of consensus on the
subject before moving forward with the projecgel.

161. On December 8, 2021, the GTNET presented reconsiderations to the texthef debated bill and offered
a substitute bill?62, The proposal addresses different risks discussed in the cycle of public hearings, although
there are still points of attention and possible improvement. In particular, the inclusion of regulations regarding
remuneration for the use of journalistic content by internet providers draws the attention of this offices3,
which, according to the Coalition of Rights on the Network, would not be sufficiently detailéd.

162. In turn, the Office of the Special Rapporteur &ned that, in the framework of an administrative
investigation opened by the Superior Electoral Tribunal to combat misinformation about the Brazilian
electronic voting system, since August 16 the Inspector General of the Tribunal prohibited different pilefs of
popular digital platforms in Brazil from receiving resources from donations of subscribers through the
platform, monetization, advertising and the registration of followers. The Inspector General concluded that said
profiles would have the incentive to obtain financial advantages through known and repeated unfounded
attacks on the electoral system and democratic institutions. According to the precautionary decision, "the right
to criticize, protest, dissent and the free circulation of ideas, altholmginseparable from the democratic regime,
is limited, for example, in the dissemination of biased or false information and data, or even in what
AT T OATOETTATTU A&l 1 AA AEOET & Oi AGET T o
163. In 2021, the Office of the Special Rapporteur also registered the renad of contents from accounts of
President Jair Bolsonaro on social media platforms. For example, in July, YouTube announced the removal of
puv OEAAT O &£0iI i OEA DPOAOCEAAT 60O AEATTAI O& O OEI 1 AOGEIC
COVIDp 88. In addition, Facebook, Instagram, and YouTube removed from the air the video of a live broadcast
iT /1 AOI ARO ¢quh ¢mgph ET xEEAE OEA DOAOGEAAT O OOAOAA OE/
Kingdom suggest that they are fully vaccinad, in those 15 days after the second dose, are developing much
AAOOAO OEAT AoPAAOAA OEA ' ANOEOAA )i i O1T T AAEZEAEAT AU 3UT .
the president was suspended for a week’.
164. This Office recalls that freedom of expreson applies to the Internet in the same way as to all
communication media. Therefore, any measure that has an impact on the exercise of freedom of expression on
the Internet must comply with the tripartite test that requires that the measures be legal, reessary, and

261 Chamber of RepresentativesSeptember 28, 2021 Audiencia Publica Extraodrinaria de 28 de septiembre de 2021 del GTNET.

262 Chamber of Representatives of the Federative Republic of BraZikreceres y Informes del GTNET.
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265 Superior Electoral Court. Investigation 060037171.2021.6.00.0000. August 16, 202Decision

266 Poder 360. July 21, 2021Youlube remove videos de Bolsonaro por "informacdes incorretas" sobre cRédters.July 22, 2021YouTube

says it pulled Bolsoaro videos for COVHD9 misinformation

267 VValor. October 24, 2021Facebook e Instagram deabam live em que Bolsonaro associou Aids a vacina anticdNeko. October 25, 2021.
Redes sociais derrubam live em queddmaro associa aids a vacina
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proportionate 268, In this sense, the Office of the Special Rapporteur reiterates the importance of initiatives that
seek to regulate the Internet to avoid vague and general definitions, which disproportionately affect the free
circulation of information and web page&s®.

165. Finally, the Office of the Special Rapporteur welcomes the decision of the Supreme Federal Court
which, in establishing a precedent of obligatory observance, defined that the idea of right to be forgotten is
incompatible with freAAT I T £ AGDOAOGOEI T h OO1 AAOOGOIT A AO OEA bi xAC
dissemination of legally obtained facts or truthful data that was published in the media or analogue or digital
social networks@7.

268 The United Nations (UN) Special Rapporteur on the Protection and Promotion of Freedom of Opinion and Expression, the Orgéiniza

for Security and Ceoperation in Europe (OSCE) Representative on Freedom of the Media, theg@hization of American States (OAS)
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269 United Nations (UN) Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Opinion and Expression and the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Exfmes

of the OAS Human Rights Commission. January 20, 2012. Joint Declaration.

270 Supreme Federal CourtIema 786 Supreme Federal Court-ebruary 11, 2021STF conclui gue direito ao esquecimento é incompativel

com a Constituicdo Federal
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CANADA

166. In its previous annual reports, the Office of the Special Rapporteur has noted that the right to freedom
of expression and freedom of the press is broadly guaranteed in Canada. However, in 2021, the Office of the
Special Rapporteur was informed of severampediments to the exercise of this right, including alleged threats,
harassment and stigmatizing speech, and the blocking of news coverage at events of public relevance. The Office
of the Special Rapporteur also took note of the arrest of two journalistsovering protests in an Indigenous
territory. The Office continued to document reports on alleged limitations to academic freedom. We also
received information about alleged restrictions on protests in Fairy Creek, British Columbia. Regarding
freedomofe®@ OAOOET T 11 OEA ET OAOT AOGh Al OEI OCE OEA / EEFEAA T £
stance to promote debates on digital governance, encourage digital literacy, and contribute to universal access,
the Office received information on legislativeproposals in the pipeline that would regulate issues such as hate
speech, harmful content, and internet broadcasting and that could contain provisions jeopardizing the exercise
of freedom of expression online.

A. Journalism and democracy

167. In 2021, the Officeof the Special Rapporteur noted various reports of journalists being arrested for
carrying out their work, impediments to coverage, and the obstruction of journalistic work by police officers.
The Office of the Special Rapporteur is concerned that seveiafl these cases allegedly targeted journalists
covering environmental protection issues. The Office also learned of alleged attacks against the press on social
media during the federal elections, including a report of alleged doxing by a party leader.

168. On November 19, police reportedly arrested photojournalist Amber Bracken and documentary
filmmaker Michael Toledano while they were covering a roadblock protesting the construction of a gas pipeline
IT 7A0800xA08AT )T AECAT T OO unhidAadddingto th&dvaildble ofdrEadian] " OEOE
police reportedly detained 13 other people participating in the protest$72 The journalists were released on
November 23 under court order, on the condition that they respect the peace and comply with the terms of an
injunction granted to the gas company affected by the blockad&

169. The Office of the Special Rapporteur receiveddditional information that on June 22, 2021, police
detained photojournalist lan Willms, who was attempting to photograph the events surrounding the eviction
of a homeless encampment in Trinity Bellwoods Park. The photojournalist reportedly asked policefiokrs for
permission to enter a fenced area of the camp, which he said was denied without cause. Willms was later
OADPT OOAAT U AARAOAET AA xEAT EA OOEAA O AOiI 6O OEA AT AAA
11 Division office, where hewas ordered not to return to the park that day. As far as this Office was able to
determine, at least five other journalists reported that they had been blocked from covering events at Trinity
Bellwoods Park on June 2274

170. The Office of the Special Rapptaur recalls that freedom of expression protects the right to record and
disseminate any incident during protests and that press workers covering these events must be afforded the
highest degree of protection to work freely and safel§7s

171. Amiq an gllgged esalat[orj of onl[nga vi,olence\agajnst jpurnalists, QsApeciaII)( d’uri,ngA the anadiAarJ fgdgral o
elections?¢ OEEO /| AAEAA Al O OAAAREOAA ET &£ Oi AOCETT OEAO ET 3AP

2711 RWB. November 22, 2021Canadian Police Arrest Journalists Covering Pipeline Construction in British Colun@B& News. November

27, 2021.Court injunction in Coastal GasLink conflict sidesteps deeper legal issues, critics say

2712 CP 24. November 20, 202Two journalists among 15 people arrested by RCMP near B.C. pipeline warksiteeouver Sun. November 20,

2021. Two journalists among 15 people arrested by RCMP near BC pipeline worksite

273 CBC News. November 22, 202Toastal GasLink drops charges against journalists arrested by RCMP during enforcement of pipeline

injunction; Canadian Association of Journalists. November 22, 202L.00OAOO0AA # A1l AAEAT ET OO1T AT EOOOGd #! * 1A
minister; Saanich News Arrested journalists released with conditions as northwest BC pipeline dispute plays out in gdatinich News

274 Canadian Association of Journalists. June 22,2024 * AT T AAT T O 41 011061 011 EAAEO AOCOAIPOO O O
activity at Trinity Bellwoods park CPJ. June 24, 202Rhotojournalist lan Willms detained while covering police in TororidCommittee to

Protect Journalists

275 JACHR. Protest and Human RightQEA/Ser.L/V/Il CIDH/RELE/INF.22/19. September 2019, para. 355.

216 g Tribune. May 16, 2021Voies de fait sur un caméraman de Radianada/Assault on RadieCanada cameraman]; Canadian Association

of Journalists. September 29, 2021.CAJ urges government, law enforcement to address targeted harassment of rego@ansadian
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reportedly shared the email addresses of three Canadigournalists particularly critical of the party and called
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journalists were allegedly threatened and harassed on social media and by email. The Office of the Special

Rapporteur learned that Twitter had removed the post for violating its privacy policies and restricted the

accountofOEA 1T AAAAO 1T £ OEA 0AT PI B8O 0AOOU 1T &£ #AT AAA &I O pg
172. This Office recalls that public servants are called upon to maintain a discourse respectful of the right

to freedom of expression and public debate, and to avoid messages that encourage intolemmiscrimination,

or hostility against certain individuals or groups27® According to the InterrAmerican Court of Human Rights,

stigmatizing statements by public officials may constitute an indirect restriction on the right to freedom of

expression27®

B. Freedom of Expression, Rule of Law and Democratic Institutions

173. In 2021, the Office of the Special Rapporteur received with concern reports of alleged restrictions on
social protests in British Columbia, where protestors blocked roads to express their opposition to logging.
Following up on its last annual report, the @ice of the Special Rapporteur also continued to monitor possible
restrictions on academic freedom in Canada. It also received information on the possible impact on the right of
access to information in British Columbia following the introduction of a nevill.

174. This Office was informed about the alleged tense and conflictive scene surrounding roadblocks in Fairy
#OAAEh " OEOEOE #11 O0i AEAh AO PAOO T &£ A TTOATATO 1T AA AU
activists to prevent the logging of @d-growth forests in Vancouver280 In April, a court order issued by the
Supreme Court of British Columbia at the request of the lumber company Teal Cedar Products, Ltd. reportedly
ordered the Royal Canadian Mounted Police to remove the blockades. In Maglige began to enforce the order,
under which over 1,100 people were reportedly detained in 202881 However, the Office of the Special
Rapporteur learned that, in September, the Supreme Court of British Columbia declined to extend the eviction
order, espedally considering reports of alleged violence and the infringement of freedom of expressiéf? The
Office of the Special Rapporteur received information that in October it was determined that the eviction along
the route would continue following an appeafiled by Teal Cedar Products and granted by the provincial Court
of Appeal283

175. Amid the ongoing police eviction operation, the Office of the Special Rapporteur received reports that
the police had prevented various media professionals from entering the arear had imposed conditions that
would, in practice, hinder media coveragé8 According to available information, the police stated that the

Association of Journalists. October 5, 202Canadian Media Stand United in Support of All Journalists Against Online Hate, Threats and
Harassment

277 Canadian Association of Journalists. September 29, 2021AJ urges government, law enforcement to address targeted harassment of
reporters, RCI Radio. September 23, 2024 x EOOAO OAOOOEAQOAA " AOI EAOC8O AAAT OI O A1 O veEOO
journalists; La Presse. September 23, 202Twitter supprime une publication de Maxime Berni¢Twitter requires removal of post by

Maxime Bernier].
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of Expression
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RCMP has spent $6.8M so far enforcing Fairy Creek injunction, docs show
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coalition win court challenge against RCMP media restrictions at Fairy Creek
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restrictions on press access were needed, among other reasons, to ensure that no demonstrators could enter
the areaon the pretext of being journalists. In July, after considering a petition filed by the Canadian Association
of Journalists, the Supreme Court of British Columbia ruled that press access to the region should be guaranteed
unless it was necessary to bar thir entry for security or operational reasons?8s However, according to the
information received, the police continued to create an unfavorable environment for the free exercise of
journalism, including by allegedly blocking access and detaining journaliste check their credentials286

176. The Office of the Special Rapporteur emphasizes that States must protect the legitimate exercise of
social protest and prevent the application of disproportionate restrictions that could inhibit or repress critical
or dissident speech. Under international human rights standards, demonstrators are free to choose the mode,
form, place, and message for peaceful protest. The IACHR report on protest and human rights points out that
the State must avoid taking sweeping and prohibitie approaches to the various forms of demonstrating in the
exercise of the right to protest, since some of them are forms of protest that amplify voices that would otherwise
have difficulty being heard in the public squarés” The Office of the Special Rapporteur recalls that any measure
that may affect the right to social protest must comply with the requirements of legality, necessity, and
proportionality. Likewise, protecting the right to freedom of expression requires thatthe authorities ensure
the necessary conditions for journalists to cover events of clear public interest, such as those related to social
protests.

177. In 2021, the Office of the Special Rapporteur received reports of the alleged restriction of academic
freedom in Canada when Verushka LieutenariDuval, a professor in the Faculty of Arts at the University of
Ottawa, was suspended after using a term considered racist while teaching a virtual class on art and sexual
identities. This Office also noted draft laws tht could lead to setbacks in the right of access to information.

178. The Office of the Special Rapporteur learned that there has been an increase in-selisorship among
educators, and that there are fears about using literary works from past centuries in ¢ir classes that may
contain expressions now considered discriminatory88 In this context,the Office of the Special Rapporteualso
OAAAEOAA ET &£ Oi AGEIT OEAO A OAAAEAO xAO OOOPAPHMAA AEOI I
Toi, MonAmoub O1 A Al AOO 1T £ OAAT AcCAOOh xEEAE xAO OADPIT OOAA OI
referring to slavery. In addition, the Toronto school district has reportedly banned the use of the poem in the
classroom289

179. In September 2021, the Office of the Special Rapporteur received information that ti®nseil scolaire
catholique ProvidencgProvidence Catholic School Boaigresponsible for managing 30 schools in Ontario,
allegedly pushed for the removal of some 5,00000ks from schools in 2019 that it believed to be biased against
Indigenous peoplesAmong the works burned were Tintin, Asterix, and Lucky Luke comics, old encyclopedias,
and biographies of the French explorers Jacques Cartier and Etienne Bridound 30 books were allegedly
AOOT AA ET A ODPOOE Z£EAAOQEIT 1The Badkddpokebsviotdan Aefortédithdt it waEmediit A OAET |
0 AA OA CAOOOOA 1T &£ OAAITAEI EAOEIT xEOE OEA &EOOO . AC
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while he considered reconciliation policies to be positive, he would never be for book burning®
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indigena [Canada: controversy over the burning of Asterix and Tintin books in support of Indigenous reconciliationRadio Canada.

September 7, 2021Des écoles détruisent 5000 livres jugés néfastes aux Autochtones, dont Tintin et ASehmools destroy 5000 books

deemed harmful to First Nations, including Tintin and Asterix]; Fox News. September 10, 20210 OAAA O PAT O # Al AAEAT OAEIT T 1
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180. The Office of the Special Rapporteuconsiders book burning to bea restriction on the free flow of
information and ideas, and is of particular concern in democratic societiek the Inter-American Principles on
Academic Freedom and University Autonomy, the IACHR and its Special Rapporteurships emphasizeddiat
imposition of government restrictions on the research, discussion, or publication of certain topics, as well as
the imposition of restrictions on access to publications, libraries, or physical or online databases, constitute
prior censorship, which is prohibited by Article 13.2 of the American Convention on Human Rights and contrary
to the right to education under Article 13 of the Protocol of San Salvadg®® While academic freedom does not
allow for the advocacy of hatred against any person or group of perssifior any reason, restrictions on freedom
of expression require an analysis of th® j theJsocial and political context, (2) status of the speaker, (3) intent
to incite the audience against a target group, (4) content and form of the speech, (5) extenitsfdissemination
and (6) likelihood of harm, including imminence®92 according to the threshold test in the United Nations Rabat
Plan of Action293

181. This Office also learned that, in Bill 22, the Government of British Columbia proposed to amend the
Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act by establishing a fee and various processing costs to file
a request for access to public informationAccording to the information received, limited exemptions to
payment are provided for in cases of rguests for information considered to be in the public interest, or based
on the financial circumstances of the applicanBesides criticizing these provisions, the Canadian Association
of Journalists pointed out that the new law could create loopholes thatould allow departments or agencies
to escape liability for failing to comply with access to information request®4

182. The Office of the Special Rapporteur recalls that the transparency and accountability of public
authorities strengthen democratic systemsPrinciple 4 of the IACHR Declaration of Principles on Freedom of
IDOAOOEI T AOOAAI EOEAO OEAO Ofr AYAAAOGO O1 EIT & O AGETT E.
States have the obligation to guarantee the full exercise of this right. iBhprinciple allows only exceptional
limitations that must be previously established by law in case of a real and imminent danger that threatens
TAOETT Al OAAOOEOU ET AAIiTAOAOEA Oi AEAOEAOS8O

C. Freedom of expression and efforts to combat discrimination and exc  lusion

183. In 2021, this Rapporteurship received information that a teacher was transferred from a public school
in Chelsea, Quebec, for wearing a hijab while teaching. The decision to transfer the teacher to-afttlass
duties, specifically by relocating herto a literary project, was allegedly made because she refused to stop
wearing her hijab, in violation of the provincial law on the secularism of the State passed in Quebec in 2019.
The law prohibits any person performing public duties in a position of Sta authority from wearing religious
symbols 295

D. Freedom of expression and the Internet

184. According to information provided by the State, Canada acknowledges the clear shortcomings of
laissez faire governance of the digital environment. Therefore, it activeBeeks to propose regulations, from an
inclusive perspective, that balance competing interests such as economic growth, online safety, and respect for
human rights. In 2021, the Office of the Special Rapporteur learned that the Government of Canada intradlic
Bill C-36 to amend the Criminal Code and the Canadian Human Rights Act, strengthening provisions against
online hate speech% According to the Inter American Press Association, there are concerns because the bill

291 |ACHR. Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression. Office of the Special Rapporteur for Economic, SociafalCand
Environmental Rights. Principios Interamericanos sobre Libertad Académica y Autonomia UniversitdBeclaration of Inter-American
Principles on Academic Freedom and University Autonomy], 2021, p. 15.

292 OHCHR, n.dcreedom of expression vs incitement to hatred: OHCHR and the Rabat Plan of Action

293 OHCHRReport ofthe United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights on the expert workshops on the prohibition of incitement
to national, racial or religious hatred A/HRC/22/17/Add.4. 11 January 2013.

294 | egislative Assembly of British ColumbiaBill 22 z 2021: Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Amendment Act, 2021
Canadian Association of Journalists. Odier 28,2021.0!  OEOI A ET OEA AUA 1T £ OOAI OPAOAT AUdd #! * AA]
295 NPR. December 11, 202Xanadian teacher reassigned under a controversial Quebec law for wearing a hiffab Guardian. December
13, 2021.0utrage as Quebec teacher removed from classroom for wearing hijab

296 Parliament of CanadaG36 (43-2) - An Act to amend the Criminal Code and the Canadian Human Rights Act and to make related
amendments to anotherAct (hate propaganda, hate crimes and hate speech)
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The Office of the Special Rapporteur is closely monitoring the progress of BiH10, one of the focal points of
the debate on online governance in Canada during 2021.

185. On June 222021, the Lower House passed Bill €0 amending the Broadcasting Act to include the
activities of online platforms under the jurisdiction of the Canadian Raditelevision and Telecommunications
Commission29 According to information received by this Office the current wording of the bill could make
content posted by users of digital platforms also subject to the policies of the Canadian Ratkevision and
Telecommunications Commission especially after the Lower House removed provisions stating explicitlhat
content produced by social media users would not be covered by the 1&%.According to critics of the hill300
this could require platforms to moderate userproduced content, prioritizing or downgrading it according to
criteria defined by the Commission, affecting how the online audience receives content and, therefore, affecting
the right to freedom of expressiononline. However, the Department of Justice concluded that the bill did not
pose a risk to the right to freedom of expressiof!

186. The Office of the Special Rapporteur also noted that on July 29, 2021, the Canadian government put
out a technical paper and opned a consultation process to debate proposed legislation to counter online
content that disseminates child sexual exploitation, terrorism, incitement to violence, hate speech, or the
sharing of intimate image® all defined as harmful online content. The min targets of the legislation would be
online communication services and their providers operating in Canada, who, under the proposed legislation,
would have to take proactive surveillance measures, including through automated systems, to identify these
types of online content and make them inaccessible to people in the country. The paper also suggested that
such platforms should be required to create mechanisms that allow any person in Canada to flag content as
harmful and obtain an expedited review of tle claim, followed by remedies available to affected users. It also
suggested creating government bodies to oversee the enforcement of the regulaticés.

187. In 2021, the Office of the Special Rapporteur also learned that the Federal Court of Appeal upheld the
&AAAOAT #1 00080 AAAEOEIT O Al TAE A OAOCEAO T &£ AT i AET O |,
piracy. In its 2020 Annual Report, the Office of the Special Rapporteur noted that, at the request of media
organizations Bell, Rogers, and G@PA 46! h #A1l AAAGO &AAAOAT #1000 EAA EOC
OEOA AITAEET C 1TOAAO ET .1 O0AT AAO ¢mpwh AEOAAOQEI C OEA AI
content allegedly violated copyright regulations. Throughout 2020, court ordes were issued to ban 11
additional domains and subdomains related to the site. Internet provider TekSavvy Solutions Inc. appealed to
OEA &AAAOAT #1000 1T &£ ' bPAAT h xEEAEh EI -AU ¢mcph ODPEAI /
that although the appellant had argued that the order posed a risk to freedom of expression, the internet
provider was not entitled to the right protected by section 2(b) of the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms.

It also held that, even considering the rigp 01 AOAAAT I T £ A@POAOGOEIT 1 &£ OEA b
domains was a fair and equitable measure, and that neither freedom of expression nor net neutrality was

sufficient to overcome the proportionality test, given the seriousness of the copyiig violations committed by

this site 303

188. As the Office of the Special Rapporteur has emphasized in previous years, freedom of expression
applies to the internet in the same way as it does to all media. We reiterate that restrictions on freedom of
expression on the internet are only acceptable if they comply with established international standards,
including that they are provided for by law, and that they are necessary to protect an interest recognized under

297 Inter American Press Association. October 1922, 2021. Report to the 77th Virtual General AssemblZanada

298 Parliament of CanadaC-10. An Act to amend the Broadcasting Act and to make related and consequential amendments to other.Acts
299 CARTT. April 26, 2021Bill G10: Amendment removes social media exemption. but users and their content remain exenatidnal
Post. April 30, 2021 Liberals shut down debate on Bilk@ amendment allowing regulation of social media contei@overnment of Canada,
n.d.Why did the Government propose to remove section 4.1?
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International Governance Innovation. June 2, 202Bill C—l\O gang _thge Futu(e o[ Internet 'qu‘ulation,ir] Qanada:entre for Interndional
Governance InnovationOpen Media. December 11, 2020.EAOG6 O x OT 1-10? AnEADE " EIT 1 #

301 CTV News. May 13, 202Rights of social media users upheld in BillG: Department of Justice | CTV Newobal News. May 18, 2021.
Justice minister defends finding that Bil-€t AT AOT § O DI OA ; MishdeAGeist.EMayh 14 F2022Ehillndk Andlyisis: Why the
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303 Federal Court of Appealleksavvy Solutions Inc. v. Bell Media In@021 FCA 100. May 26, 2021.
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ET OAOT AGET 1T Al-b A 0Adx6304 Thkifio«iosthe Sphofal Rapporteur also urges Canada to continue
to foster a broad debate on legislation affecting the exercise of freedom of expression online, as any regulation
that affects the functioning of the internet must result from a robust and paitipatory dialogue and must
consider the open, pluralistic, decentralized nature and democratizing potential of the internet.

189. The Office of the Special Rapporteur appreciates the information sent by the State regarding freedom
of expression on the interné. The State reported on its initiatives for universal access to the internet and
guarantees for the exercise of freedom of expression in the digital sphere. The Office of the Special Rapporteur

Aii i AT A6 OEA 30A0A A& O DOl | bytain]ugderkich it @ahd td invds?OBDBE5 ) 11 1 O
i ETTEIT AU ¢ mopeed®@rhet tA @7k urgl and Ee@idfe communities, including 190 Indigenous
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190. The State also highlighted other programs that would contribute to digital literacy and guarantee
freedom of expression online, access to information, informed debate, and civic engagement. The State pointed
0l OEA O%$EQFMIE GGE KMEEAE 8 £EA0O0 0111 0 01 AOEI A AEOEU/
OEA O$SEOAOOCEOU 1T &£ #110ATO /TT1ETA )TEOEAOCEOARSd xEEAE OI .
AOT T A xEAAR OATCA T £ OEAxDHIADIOAD®OAT AE DOAOEAA EE DR@®A OON
»wNOAI EOU ET OEA S$ECEOAI ' CAnho AAOECGCTI AA O AEOOAI ET AOA
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among other things, will help build an enabling digital environment for citizens. The Office of the Special
2APDDPT OOAOO OAAT Ci EUAO OEAO OEAOA ETEOEAOEOAO AOA ET 1
promoting multilate ral spaces to discuss digital governance, such as the Freedom Online Coalition (FOC), the
G7 Rapid Response Mechanism, and the UN High Level Panel for Digital Cooperéa#forhe Office of the Special
Rapporteur encourages the State to continue promoting th debate and to be attentive to the
recommendations of the actors and different stakeholders, as well as to consensus building in these spaces.

304 The United Nations (UN) Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Opinion and Expression, the Organization for Security andg@oation in
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to Information. Joint Declaration on Freedom of Expression and the Internejune 1, 2011.
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Special Rapporteur. October 2021. Archives of the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression.
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CHILE

191. In 2021, the Office of the Special Rapporteur received reports from different civdbciety actors about
alleged attacks on press workers by police agents in the context of protests; alleged interventions to journalists'
communications; acts of intimidation and criminalization of women who exercise their right to freedom of
expression; alh AT I D1 AET 00 AAIT OO0 Al 1 ACAA DPOAOOOOAOG AOT i1 Cci OAO]
The Office of the Special Rapporteur received with concern reports on the excessive use of force in the context
of social demonstrations. Among other events, the fife of the Rapporteur was informed about the
indiscriminate use of tear gas, the launching of pressurized water jets, and alleged mass arrests of
demonstrators. The SRFOE weflcomes the progress reported by the State regarding the training of police
officials to harmonize the actions of law enforcement agencies with human rights standards; legal reforms on
the use of antiriot shotguns; the implementation of the gender and human rights approach in the police
function, with special attention to the protection of the rights of women and the LGBTIQ+ population; among
others. This Office also received information on public policies aimed at providing information and
communication technology (ICT) tools to students in public educational establishments, which is line with
the Office of the Special Rapporteur 's repeated call for States to take prompt action to promote, progressively,
universal access to internet infrastructure and the technology necessary for its use and affordability.

A. Journalism and Democracy

192. As reported by civil society organizations, attacks on the press in contexts of social protest have
worsened in 2021. In this sense, arrests and attacks have been documented, mainly the launch of pressurized
water, which in addition to causing inpacts and violent blows would have caused burns in press
communicators. According to the information received, from 2019 to the present there have been at least 300
cases of violations to the freedom of expression of journalists who cover demonstrationsfigure that in any
case, in their opinion, does not reflect the full dimension of what happened because many of the cases have not
been reported. In this sense, civil society organizations warn of the existence of underreporting of attacks on
the press inChile, since there are no detailed reports or statistics that have been published by official bodies.
They also add that the difficulties of registering and compiling cases are even greater in regions far from
Santiago or in which the organizations that ting together journalists do not have support and contacts on the
ground. According to the information reported to the Office of the Special Rapporteur, the alleged context of
attacks on the press is exacerbated by the lack of progress in the judicial istigations into the
disproportionate use of force in protests. On this point, civil society organizations have denounced widespread
non-compliance by the justice system in terms of the principles of ex officio, timeliness, and exhaustiveness in
the investigations of serious human rights violation&.

193. In this context, this Office observed with particular concern the arrest by the police of the
ElObservatorio.cljournalist, Paulina Acevedo, when she was carrying out her work in Plaza Baguedano on
March 11, 2@1. The reporter was reportedly accused of violating the Chilean criminal code, in particular
articles 216 on danger to public health and 318 on attack against authority. The journalist, who was in the
company of her son (also detained, but later releasedhad a permit to carry out press work and her journalistic
credentials, as the Office of the Special Rapporteur learned. On March 12, Observatorio Ciudadano reported
that the charges against Paulina Acevedo had been dismissed in court and she had beezaseld after more
than 14 hours in detentioros,

194. This Office also observed with concern the public complaint of journalist Claudia Aranda, who stated
that she had been unlawfully detained on March 19 when she was carrying out her work in the context of a
protest in the surroundings of Plaza Baquedano. In her account, the communicator said that after being
detained, and due to the verbal and physical attacks, she lost consciousness and became nauseous, even begging
them to release her, to which the agents' rggonse would have been to turn up the music of the vehicle in which
they were transporting her. In addition, she added that, although they told her that they would take her to check

307 Archive of the Offte of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression. Information provided by civil society organizations for the
180 Period of Sessions of the IACHR. June 2021.

308 Citizen Observatory Twitter account (@ObservatorioCMarch 12, 2027, Resumen Latinoamericano. March 12, 202Chile. La periodista
Paulina Acevedo es detenida en Santiago por la policia militadi@aTeleSUR. March 13, 202Liberan en Chile a Paulina Acevedo, detenida
por Carabineros Diario U Chile. March 12, 202Periodista Paulina Acevedo fue sobreseida luego de casi 24 horas en detencion
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her injuries at the Central Post, when they were heading there, the vehidieviated, taking her to the First
Police Station, where she was threatened and handcuffed again, in addition to suffering humiliating &¢tsThe
IACHR and its Office of the Special Rapporteur expressed concern about the detention and the alleged acts of
torture reported, and called on the State to investigate, prosecute, and punish the facts; and to grant full
reparation to the victims. Likewise, they urged the State to prevent cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment
during demonstrations, incorporating agender perspective?o,

195. In addition, this Office received information about alleged attacks against reporters Felipe Garcia, from
the Association of Independent Reporters, and Vicente Rojas, from the Panoptik Agency, who were reportedly
shot with rubber bullets by agents of the Investigative Police (PDI) while carrying out a news coverage of the
funeral procession of an activist, on July 7. According to the information available, the journalists were
reportedly identified as members of the press and were holdg cameras when they were shot. The journalist
Felipe Garcia would have been transferred to a hospital due to the rubber bullet wound in his cheek, and
discharged the same day, while Vicente Rojas would have been shot in the leg and there is no eviddratettie
injury required medical care3!?,

196. Physical attacks against journalists have also been recorded in other contexts. The Office of the Special
Rapporteur observed with special concern the armed attack carried out on March 27 by unknown individuals
against the journalistic team ofTelevision Nacionalin the province of Arauco, Biobio region, when they were
traveling to the area of the Mapuche conflict to carry out a series of interviews with Mapuche leaders. According
to the information received, reporter lvan Nafiez sustained minor injuries to his forearm; and cameraman
Esteban Sanchez was shot in the arm, chest, and head and had to be hospitalized due to his serious condition.
Medical reports would indicate loss of vision in his right eye, due to an eymirsts!2,

197. The IACHR and its Office of the Special Rapporteur have indicated that journalism represents one of
the most important manifestations of freedom of expression in democratic societies. An independent and
critical press is a fundamental element for the valiy of the other freedoms that make up the democratic
system. In this sense, the journalists, camerapeople, photojournalists, and communicators who cover the
protests play a crucial role by collecting and disseminating information on what happens in demainations
and social protests, including the actions of the security forces. The press plays a role of guarantor since its
lenses and reporters observen situ the compliance-or not- of the protocols of use of force and the peaceful
nature -or not- of the protest or parts of it.

198. This Office of the Special Rapporteur recognizes the importance of the development of protocols for
the maintenance of public order by Chilean police, which, according to information provided by the Chilean
State, is intended to engre "the right of human rights defenders, journalists, and leaders to exercise their work
ET OEA AT 1 O0OA@O 1 . Th&Sate Aldoi rdpdrtéoQradirarécént yoars "the OHCHR Guidelines
for the Observation of Demonstrations and Social Protestser human rights observers have been disseminated
AT A O G@ Aikekide the Office of the Special Rapporteur records that between January 2020 and March
2021, according to State information, 19,988 police officials participated in at least one humamghis training
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Twitter account of Florencia Lagos Neumanif@FlorenciaLagosN)March 20, 2021

310 Official Twitter account of the IACHR@CIDH. March 23, 2021

311 CPJJuly 14, 2021 Agentes de la Policia chilena disparan balas de goma contra dos periodistas durante ejefiihebre de una activista

Twitter account of Piensa Prensa (@PiensaPrensa).

https://twitter.com/PiensaPrensa/status/14129577198295490607smi20, 2021

312 Twitter account of the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression of the IACMBPRELE_CIDHMarch 29, 2027, Bio Bio
Chile.March 27, 2021 Atacan a Ilvan Nufiez y equipo de TVN a disparos en Arauco: periodista esté herido y camarégrafo Dugles.June

13, 2021 Ilvan Nuahez y Esteban Sanchez vuelven al Bio Bio tras ata@a@operativa.March 27, 2021 Equipo de TVN fue atacado por
desconocidos armados en Tirfi€PJMarch 30, 2021 Disparan y hieren a reportero y a camardgrafo de Television Nacional de Chile

313 State of Chile. October 27, 2021. Official Letter 158/21 of the Permanent Mission of Chile to the OAS. Ref. Annual Repott @0the
Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of ExpressioB. 16. SRFOE ArchiveBjario Oficial de la Republica de Chal September 20,
2021. No. 43057 Protocolos para el Mantenimiento y Restablecimiento del Orden Publico: Actualiza Protocolos gue Indica

314 State of Chile. October 2, 2021. Official Letter 158/21 of the Permanent Mission of Chile to the OAS. Ref. Annual Report 2021 of the
Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression. P. 16. SRFOE Archives



https://www.diarioantofagasta.cl/el-pais/133990/les-suplique-muchisimo-periodista-denuncio-haber-sido-torturada-por-personal-policial/
https://twitter.com/FlorenciaLagosN/status/1373352861900374017?s=20
https://twitter.com/CIDH/status/1374494165501808649?s=20
https://cpj.org/es/2021/07/agentes-de-la-policia-chilena-disparan-balas-de-goma-contra-dos-periodistas-durante-el-cortejo-funebre-de-una-activista/
https://twitter.com/PiensaPrensa/status/1412957719829549060?s=20
https://twitter.com/PiensaPrensa/status/1412957719829549060?s=20
https://twitter.com/RELE_CIDH/status/1376538859132043264?s=20
https://www.biobiochile.cl/noticias/nacional/region-del-bio-bio/2021/03/27/equipo-de-prensa-de-tvn-es-atacado-a-tiros-en-ruta-que-une-canete-con-tirua-habria-heridos.shtml
https://www.duplos.cl/nacional/2021/6/13/ivan-nunez-esteban-sanchez-vuelven-al-bio-bio-tras-ataque-5999.html
https://www.cooperativa.cl/noticias/pais/region-del-biobio/equipo-de-tvn-fue-atacado-por-desconocidos-armados-en-tirua/2021-03-27/213246.html
https://www.cooperativa.cl/noticias/pais/region-del-biobio/equipo-de-tvn-fue-atacado-por-desconocidos-armados-en-tirua/2021-03-27/213246.html
https://cpj.org/es/2021/03/disparan-y-hieren-a-reportero-y-a-camarografo-de-television-nacional-de-chile/
https://media.elmostrador.cl/2021/09/Diario-Oficial-CVE-2011081.pdf

event3!s, However, given the information received throughout 2021 and compiled in this report, the Office

urges the State to continue training its security agents in accordance with international human rights standards
on the use ofpublic force. Likewise, this Office urges the State to continue investigating the complaints about
the excessive use of public force against journalists in the context of social demonstrations.

199. The Office of the Special Rapporteur has followed up on tharminal investigation related to the alleged
interceptions by the Army of the communications of the journalist Mauricio Weibel, who in 2015 published a
series of reports in the newspapeiThe Clinicthat disclosed the alleged misappropriation of funds to thénside
the Army. The reports received indicate that the Chilean Army would have monitored and intercepted Mauricio
Weibel's phone calls. During the investigation by the Prosecutor's Office, it could be proven that officials from
the Army Intelligence Directorate (DINE) requested the Civil Registry records of Mauricio Weibel, as well as
journalists Javier Rebolledo, Juan Cristdbal Pefia, Pascale Bonnefoy, Santiago Pavlovic, and Danae Fuster, who
at that time were investigating cases related to military corrption or human rights violations committed
during the dictatorship. Various journalistic investigations would have shown that the authorization requested
by the DINE from the judge of the Court of Appeals for the telephone intervention of Mauricio Weibel2017
was reportedly approved by fraudulent means, without knowing that it was about the journalist and his
family316, The Office of the Special Rapporteur also learned that the judge denied having been deceived by the
DINE, stating that at the time of te events he knew that the telephone number intercepted belonged to the
journalist Mauricio Weibel317,

200. In a hearing during the 180 Period of Sessions of the IACHR, the State stated that in this case all the
safeguards provided for carrying out intelligenceactions were fully operational: the telephone intervention
was authorized by a judge of the Court of Appeals, for a determined period , there was political control through
sessions of the Special Commission for Control of the Intelligence System of theun@ber of Deputies in the
years 2019 and 2021, and there are two ongoing court cases regarding these events. Additionally, they reported
that in March of this year the Minister of National Defense instructed the Army to conduct an internal
investigation to determine whether or not the procedures used in this case were in accordance with current
legislation, which is underway?8.

201. On the other hand, the Office of the Special Rapporteur has also received complaints about alleged
pressures from the Presidency tdninder the free exercise of journalism. According to the information received,
the chief of staff of the head of state reportedly contacted by telephone the owner of the Albavisién holding
company? to which the television stationLa Redbelongs , to expres her annoyance with certain coverage
of the channel, requiring him to modify his "leftist" editorial line and that it no longer broadcast news that
"divides the country" and "damages democracy." As this Office was able to learn, these events would beelink
on the one hand, to an interview with Mauricio Hernandez Norambuena, former member of the Manuel
Rodriguez Patriotic Front (FPMR) and detained in the High Security Prison of Santiago, convicted of the murder
of a senator. On the other hand, the call witd also be linked to an investigation by the journalist Alejandra
Matus? T 1T xEEAE OEA O- AT OEOAO 6 AOAAA AOdhdibthe présidentsAlieged | O1 A
economic interests in the Enjoy casinos and alleged government measures to favor tmenpanyso.
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program of La Redor a political parody that simulated an interview with a supposed Army high command. The
institution released a letter rejecting the content broadcasted by the media, which in its opinion insulted and

315 Ministry of Justice and Human Rights, Undersecretariat for Huam Rights, Interministerial Committee on Human Rights of the Republic
of Chile. March 2021. State of progress on the measures adopted in relation to the recommendations received from national and
international human rights organizations in the context of he social protests of 2019. pp.%. SRFOE Archives

316 CIPERMarch 29, 2021 EI documento gue muestra como el Ejército engafio a la Corte de Apelaciones paea abpiriodista Mauricio
Weibel CIPERApril 9, 2021. Espionaje del Ejército a Mauricio Weibdliscalia indaga monitoreo militar a otros cinco periodista€NN Chile.
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Ejército chileno presuntamente monitoreé a periodistas de investigacion

317 Cooperativa.April 21, 2021. Juez negd haber sido engafiado por el Ejército para espiar al periodista Mauricio &Veib

318 JACHR Public Hearing on the situation of freedom of expression of social communicators in Chil80 Period of Sessions. June 25, 2021.
319 Interferencia. March 28, 2021 Exclusivo: los entretelones de la polémica llamada de La Moneda al duefio de Ldnfasae. April 15,
2021. Denunciaran a Sebastian Pifiera ante la CIDH: lo acusanpdesionar a medios de comunicacion chilengsTwitter account of the
journalist Mirko Macari (@mirkomacari). March 19, 2021



https://www.ciperchile.cl/2021/03/29/el-documento-que-muestra-como-el-ejercito-engano-a-la-corte-de-apelaciones-para-espiar-al-periodista-mauricio-weibel/
https://www.ciperchile.cl/2021/03/29/el-documento-que-muestra-como-el-ejercito-engano-a-la-corte-de-apelaciones-para-espiar-al-periodista-mauricio-weibel/
https://www.ciperchile.cl/2021/04/09/espionaje-del-ejercito-a-mauricio-weibel-fiscalia-indaga-monitoreo-militar-a-otros-cinco-periodistas/
https://www.cnnchile.com/pais/weibel-espionaje-ejercito-espina-falso_20210405/
https://cpj.org/es/2021/04/informe-el-ejercito-chileno-presuntamente-monitoreo-a-periodistas-de-investigacion/
https://cpj.org/es/2021/04/informe-el-ejercito-chileno-presuntamente-monitoreo-a-periodistas-de-investigacion/
https://www.cooperativa.cl/noticias/pais/ff-aa-y-de-orden/ejercito/juez-nego-haber-sido-enganado-por-el-ejercito-para-espiar-al-periodista/2021-04-21/151928.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iVjmKx0lUMk
https://interferencia.cl/articulos/exclusivo-los-entretelones-de-la-polemica-llamada-de-la-moneda-al-dueno-de-la-red
https://www.infobae.com/america/america-latina/2021/04/15/denunciaran-a-sebastian-pinera-ante-la-cidh-lo-acusan-de-presionar-a-medios-de-comunicacion-chilenos/
https://twitter.com/mirkomacari/status/1372937453393350658?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1372937453393350658%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.elperiscopio.cl%2Fnoticias%2Fmagdalena-diaz-pinera-enjoy-la-red%2F
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would have been supported by the government through a press releageom the Defense Minister, who
described the channel's journalistic work as "regrettable 321

203. The Office of the Special Rapporteur welcomes the information provided by the Chilean State on the
actions carried out to strengthen independent media, especiallgfter public financing. The State reported that,
through the Social Communication Media Fund of the Ministry General Secretariat of Government, it allocated
significant amounts to Chilean social communication media of a regional, provincial, and communalture
through consultative and decisioamaking processes with Regional Councilors elected by Universal suffrége
Likewise, it reported that the Fund for the Promotion of Quality of the National Television Council continued
to work to "promote, finance orsubsidize the production, transmission, or dissemination of programs of high
cultural level or of national or regional interest”, being "the most important subsidy to national television
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be in line with human rights standards so as not to involve methods of indirect censorship. As this Office has
pointed out on other occasions, direct or indirect pressure aimed at silencing the informative workf ocial
communicators is incompatible with freedom of expressiof?3.

B. Freedom of Expression, Rule of Law, and Democratic Institutions

204. The Office of the Special Rapporteur received with concern reports on the excessive use of force in the
context of social éemonstrations. Among other facts, the Office of the Rapporteur was informed about the
indiscriminate use of tear gas, the launching of pressurized water jets, and alleged mass arrests of
demonstrators324,

205. In this context, the Office of the Special Rapporteuecorded with concern the death of the member of
the Popular Defender's Office, Denisse Cortés, allegedly after being hit by a projectile of unknown origin during
the October 10 demonstrations in Santiago, according to public sources. According to pulli@vailable
information, Denisse Cortés was at the demonstration as a human rights observer, in order to record the actions
of the law enforcement agencie¥s.

206. On March 19, the Office of the Special Rapporteur learned of various citizen complaints aboug th
alleged disproportionate action by the police to disperse a protest organized around Plaza Italia in Santiago de
Chile to demand the release of those detained since the beginning of the social outbreak of 2019, as well as to
demand justice for police abge326. According to the information received, the police agents reportedly used
pepper spray and water cannons. According to police reports, at least eight people were detained during the
demonstration against the Governmer#?. According to the alternative media outlet Piensa Prensaa
photographer and several observers from the National Institute of Human Rights (INDH Chile) would have
been attacked by the agen#ss.

207. According to the information available, on July 4, the first session of th@onstitutional Convention
would have been postponed for a few hours after alleged acts of abuse by the police force when trying to
disperse the citizen protests in the surroundings of the enclosure, were recorded, which in turn led to
discussions of constiuents inside the compound, some of whom demonstrated with messages such as "free the

320 CNN.April 18, 2021. %EiT OAEOT AT Op A AAOOA A A 2AA AAT
Parodia en La Red: la declaracién de las FF.AA. gue incomodo otra vez a La Moneda
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Diario U Chile April 18, 2021. Gobierno y Ejército recriminan al canal La Red por parodiar a un militar

322 State of Chile. October 27, 2021. Official Letter 1581 of the Permanent Mission of Chile to the OAS. Ref. Annual Report 2021 of the
Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression. P. 2. SRFOE Archives

323 JACHR.Annual Report 2020. Report of the Office of The Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression. Chapter V (Conclusions and
Recommendations). OEA/Ser.L/V/Il. Doc. 28. March 30, 2021.

324 State of Chile. October 27, 2021. Official Letter 158/21 of the Permanent MissiohChile to the OAS. Ref. Annual Report 2021 of the
Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expressidd. 7. SRFOE Archives

325 Interferencia. October 11, 2021.Conmocién causa muerte de activista de DDHH en protesta por derechos indigenBederacién
Internacional por los Derechos Huranos. October 11, 2021Chile: Muerte de Denisse Cortés en contexto de protesta social

326 Tele Sur TV. March 19,@1. Carabineros chilenos reprimen a manifestantesRT.Al menos 8 detenidos en Chile durante la represion
de una nueva protesta contra el Gobierndarch 20, 2021.

327 Twitter account of the Police- Prefectura Oriente (@carabproriente)March 19, 2021

328 Twitter account of Piensa Prensa (@piensaprensa)larch 19, 2021
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https://www.cnnchile.com/pais/ejercito-carta-la-red-sketch-militar-de-verdad_20210418/
https://www.latercera.com/la-tercera-pm/noticia/parodia-en-la-red-la-declaracion-de-las-ffaa-que-incomodo-otra-vez-a-la-moneda/JWD65W26H5A4DNPQ5PXCAX3S5M/
https://www.cnnchile.com/pais/gobierno-apoya-carta-ejercito-a-la-red_20210418/
https://radio.uchile.cl/2021/04/18/gobierno-y-ejercito-recriminan-al-canal-la-red-por-parodiar-a-un-militar/
https://www.oas.org/en/iachr/expression/reports/ENGIA2020.pdf
https://interferencia.cl/articulos/conmocion-causa-muerte-de-activista-de-ddhh-en-protesta-por-derechos-indigenas
https://www.fidh.org/es/temas/defensores-de-derechos-humanos/chile-muerte-de-denisse-cortes-en-contexto-de-protesta-social
https://www.telesurtv.net/news/carabineros-reprimen-manifestantes-plaza-chile-20210319-0026.html
https://actualidad.rt.com/actualidad/386993-8-detenidos-chile-represion-protesta-gobierno
https://actualidad.rt.com/actualidad/386993-8-detenidos-chile-represion-protesta-gobierno
https://twitter.com/CarabPrOriente/status/1373031970251366406?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1373031970251366406%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Factualidad.rt.com%2Factualidad%2F386993-8-detenidos-chile-represion-protesta-gobierno
https://twitter.com/PiensaPrensa/status/1373030853073375232?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1373030853073375232%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Factualidad.rt.com%2Factualidad%2F386993-8-detenidos-chile-represion-protesta-gobierno
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Office of the Special Rapporteur became aware dports on alleged confrontations between the police and
demonstrators outside the compound, including with water spray car$°. The police reported that at least 20

people were detained, and 30 police officers had been injured, while the INDH reported "p&ople detained,

in police stations 19th, #h AT A 1t gOEc AT A OEAO c 1 1 3OEhE BffcOof heESpdciAlOET 1 O
Rapporteur was informed about the detention of journalists Daniela Parraguez and Catalina Carvéifo The

session was resmed hours laters3,

208. The Office also learned that on July 15, police agents had acted disproportionately, and according to
available information they had attacked and detained demonstrators who demanded the advancement of the
pardon bill in favor of the peode detained during the outbreak of 2019. Among the people arrested that day
were constituents of Lista del Pueblo, who were taken to the 3rd Police Station in Santiago, according to
reported information. As a result of the events, the board of directors ahe Convention appeared at the police
station to demand the release of the detained persons and the session of the Constitutional Convention was
suspended. The constituents were released on the same day, according to available informa¥itn

209. In October,the Office for South America of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
(OHCHR) expressed concern about the state of constitutional exception imposed in the provinces of Arauco,
Biobio, Malleco, and Cautin, which makes it possible to use themed Forces in public security tasks, in
reference to the measure adopted by the executive power on October 12 and then successively extended by
decree on at least three occasions at the close of this report. The government's decision, as the Officheof t
Special Rapporteur learned, is based on the alleged "serious disturbance of public order," with a "worrying
increase and concentration of acts of violence," linked to "drug trafficking, terrorism, and organized crime." In
this context, this Office stresed that "States must limit the use of the armed forces to the control of public order
as much as possible, given that the training they receive is not aimed at the protection and control of civilians,
IO OEA T ATACAT AT O 1 £ 1 Aindcdd QcAnOdEn rdg@d@ng the dllegell Judtitcienl 1
for the use of force by the authorities to establish "public order" as well as the references to "terrorist acts" and
the alleged attempts to criminalize the persons injured as a result of this us# force3ss,
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210. On the other hand, this Office views with concern various accusations by public officials that have the
potential to increase the risk of demonstrators and increase the escalation of violence. According to the
information received, the head othe Santiago Metropolitan Area would have indicated that "what we see on
&OEAAUO ET 01 AUA )OAIT EA AT A ET OEA AAT OAO 1 3 3A1 OEACI

211. This Office of the Special Rapporteur recalls that although States aralled to adopt the necessary

measures to prevent acts of violence and guarantee the safety of persons and public order in the context of
social protests, these must be taken in strict accordance with international human rights standards, fulfilling

329 |La Tercera. July 4, 2021nicio de primera sesién de la Convencién Constitucional debié ser suspendida debido a incidentes al interior y
exterior del exCongresdl Mostrador. July 4, 2021Constituyentes repudian actuar de Carabineros tras suspensiored@a inaugural de la
Convencioén Constitucional

330 Bio Bio. July 4, 2021 Manifestantes se enfrentaron con Carabineros en el centro de Santiago en paralelo a sesi6n deRadiC

Universidad Chile. July 4, 2021Carabineros detiene a convencionales emnifestacion por la libertad de presos politicos « Diario y Radio

Universidad Chile

331 Bio Bio. July 4, 202130 carabineros heridos y 20 manifestantes detenidos en primera jornada de Convencioén Constitudioritiér

account of INDH Chile (@inddhh)July4, 2021

332 E| Mundo. July 4, 2021Chile: Carabineros detienen dos periodistas del equipo de una delegadstituyente Facebook account of

Constituent Maria Rivera. July 4, 2021.

333 Pauta. July 4, 2021Cronologia de la inauguracién de la Convedi Constitucional El Mostrador. July 4, 2021 0# 1 I AT Ué 1 A AEEAOC
democlU OEAAS6d #1011 OAT AE&l #11 OOEOOAEI T AL NOAAe . ET OOAT AAA U AT T EATUA 1A (
334 Twitter account of Lista del Pueblo (@lalistapueblo)July 15, 2021 Twitter account of Lista del Pueblo (@lalistapueblp July 15, 2021

(ii) ; CNN Chile. July 15, 202Lonvencionales de la Lista del Pueblo son liberados de comisaria tras su detencién en manifestadibn

Mostrador. July 15, 2021.Los constituyentes Alejandra Pérez y ManueWoldarsky fueron detenidos mientras acompafiaban a

manifestantes en favor de los detenidos en el estallido socidEl Mostrador.

335 OHCHR South America. November 5, 202Chile: ONU Derechos Humanos lamenta la muerte de comunero mapuche y manifiesta
preocupacioén por la militarizacién en el sur y la escalada de violencia

33 | g Tercera.February 19, 2021 Marcelo Araya, generaljefed 1 A : T T A - AOOIi i1l EQAT A AR #AOAAET AOT Od ¢
Y OAT EA 11 O1 1 Ol Ndtladétida Bebruaky@0, 0021 Chilkd AEnizhok ©9 detenidos y cinco carabineros heridos en una
nueva jornada de protestas sociales en Chile



https://www.latercera.com/politica/noticia/suspenden-inicio-de-primera-sesion-de-la-convencion-constitucional-horas-debido-a-incidentes-al-interior/FEB22M253VGEHLH4Q7BNKYDLWE/
https://www.latercera.com/politica/noticia/suspenden-inicio-de-primera-sesion-de-la-convencion-constitucional-horas-debido-a-incidentes-al-interior/FEB22M253VGEHLH4Q7BNKYDLWE/
https://www.elmostrador.cl/nueva-constitucion/2021/07/04/constituyentes-repudian-actuar-de-carabineros-que-obligo-a-suspender-sesion-inaugural-de-la-convencion-constitucional/
https://www.elmostrador.cl/nueva-constitucion/2021/07/04/constituyentes-repudian-actuar-de-carabineros-que-obligo-a-suspender-sesion-inaugural-de-la-convencion-constitucional/
https://www.biobiochile.cl/especial/una-constitucion-para-chile/noticias/2021/07/04/personas-ya-se-reunen-en-plaza-baquedano-para-marchar-en-direccion-a-la-convencion-constitucional.shtml
https://radio.uchile.cl/2021/07/15/carabineros-detiene-a-convencionales-en-manifestacion-por-la-libertad-de-presos-politicos/
https://radio.uchile.cl/2021/07/15/carabineros-detiene-a-convencionales-en-manifestacion-por-la-libertad-de-presos-politicos/
https://radio.uchile.cl/2021/07/15/carabineros-detiene-a-convencionales-en-manifestacion-por-la-libertad-de-presos-politicos/
https://www.biobiochile.cl/noticias/nacional/chile/2021/07/04/30-carabineros-heridos-y-20-manifestantes-detenidos-en-primera-jornada-de-convencion-constitucional.shtml
https://twitter.com/inddhh/status/1411834525441744896?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1411834525441744896%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Flavozdelosquesobran.cl%2Findh-reporto-51-detenidos-en-santiago-por-protestas-durante-la-realizacion-de-la-convencion-constitucional%2F
https://www.elmundo.cr/mundo/chile-carabineros-detienen-dos-periodistas-del-equipo-de-una-delegada-constituyente/
https://www.pauta.cl/politica/inauguracion-convencion-constitucional-orden-transmision-4-julio
https://www.elmostrador.cl/destacado/2021/07/04/comenzo-la-fiesta-democratica-convencion-constitucional-quedo-instalada-y-comienza-la-la-votacion-de-la-mesa-directiva/
https://www.elmostrador.cl/destacado/2021/07/04/comenzo-la-fiesta-democratica-convencion-constitucional-quedo-instalada-y-comienza-la-la-votacion-de-la-mesa-directiva/
https://twitter.com/LaListaPueblo/status/1415729501221396482
https://twitter.com/LaListaPueblo/status/1415737112884924416?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1415737112884924416%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cnnchile.com%2Fpais%2Fconvencionales-lista-del-pueblo-liberados-detencion-manifestacion_20210715%2F
https://twitter.com/LaListaPueblo/status/1415737112884924416?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1415737112884924416%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cnnchile.com%2Fpais%2Fconvencionales-lista-del-pueblo-liberados-detencion-manifestacion_20210715%2F
https://www.cnnchile.com/pais/convencionales-lista-del-pueblo-liberados-detencion-manifestacion_20210715/
https://www.elmostrador.cl/noticias/multimedia/2021/07/15/los-constituyentes-alejandra-perez-y-manuel-worldasky-fueron-detenidos-mientras-acompanaban-a-manifestantes-en-favor-de-los-detenidos-en-el-estallido-social/
https://www.elmostrador.cl/noticias/multimedia/2021/07/15/los-constituyentes-alejandra-perez-y-manuel-worldasky-fueron-detenidos-mientras-acompanaban-a-manifestantes-en-favor-de-los-detenidos-en-el-estallido-social/
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https://www.notimerica.com/politica/noticia-chile-menos-19-detenidos-cinco-carabineros-heridos-nueva-jornada-protestas-sociales-chile-20210220153603.html

the requirements of legality, exceptionality, proportionality, and absolute necessity in the use of for&e.
Likewise, they must promptly and exhaustively investigate and punish any agent responsible for the abuse of
force during social demonstrations. In this famework, this Office urges the State of Chile to continue making
progress in this matter, as registered in 2021. The Office of the Special Rapporteur received information
regarding the progress made by the State regarding the recommendations received fromational and
international human rights organizations after of the social protests of 2019. The State reported progress,
among other matters, regarding the training of police officials to harmonize the actions of law enforcement
agencies with human rightsstandards; positive legal reforms regarding the use of antiot shotguns and
regarding the structure of the police; progress related to the implementation of the gender and human rights
approach in the police function, with special attention to the protetion of the rights of women and the LGBTIQ+
population; among others3s,

212. Additionally, the State stated that the Ministry of Justice and Human Rights is developing a pre
legislative process with for a bhill on the right to peaceful assembly. This process Inded public debate
discussions with civil society, academics, State agents, and other stakeholders throughout 2020. Likewise, the
State reported on a digital citizen consultation on the right to peaceful assembly carried out on March 16 and
April 30, 2021. According to the information sent, the police would have reiterated to its personnel the
attributions related to human rights that certain groups such as human rights defenders, journalists, and
leaders who carry out their work in the context of demonstations have. Regarding statements that may incite
violence, the Ministry of the Interior and Public Security noted that the authorities have issued statements that
distinguish between peaceful demonstrations and acts of violené®.

213. Likewise, as theOffice of the Special Rapporteur learned, on February 22, 2021, the Supreme Court
resolved 16 protection appeals against the Ministry of the Interior and Police for the events that occurred after
the social outbreak in 2019 in Valparaiso. The Court had ttetermine if they incurred in arbitrary and illegal
acts in relation to the breach of their functions intended, on the one hand, to protect and restore public order
(that is, about the actions of the police in adopting effective measures to repel attackacts of vandalism,
looting, and damage caused by demonstrators) and, on the other hand, due protection of the rights of
demonstrators (the relevance of the use of certain firearms, the proportional use of force, the use of certain
implements to contain sa&ial demonstrations, and the possible harm to the right of assembly). In its ruling, the
Supreme Court pointed out, regarding the proportionality in the use of force, that the protection remedy is not
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demonstrations and compliance with the protocols, for which it revoked the judgment of the Court of
Valparaiso. In relation to the protection of people and private property from fires and looting, #hHigh Court
upheld the appeal for protection and stated that police incurred in illegal omissions by not adequately
preventing disturbances to public order, which have resulted in violations of the right to the property.
Therefore, confirmed the sentencén this regards40.

214. Regarding access to public information, the Office of the Special Rapporteur received with satisfaction
the decision of May 18 of the Council for Transparency, which obligates the Administrative Directorate of the
Presidency of the Repuli¢ to "deliver to the claimant the information regarding the number and date of the
meetings of the President of the Republic with representatives of the Media Federation, the National Press
Association, the Association of Radio Broadcasters of Chile, ahé National Television Association during the

337 /A Court. Case of Women Victims of Sexual Torture in Atenco v. MeRiediminary Objection, Merits, Reparations and Costs. Judgment
of November 28, 2018. Series C No. 371. Para. 162.

338 State of Chile. October 27, 2021. Official Letter 158/21 of the Permanent Mission of Chile to the OAS. Ref. Annual Repott @0the
Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression. SRFOE ArchivigBnistry of Justice and Human Rights, Undersecretariat for
Human Rights, Interministerial Committee on Human Rights of the Republic of Chile. March 2021. State of progress onnteasures
adopted in relation to the recommendations received from national and international human rights organizations in the contexf the
social protests of 2019. pp. %. SRFOE Archives.

339 State of Chile. October 27, 2021. Official Letter 158/21 dfie Permanent Mission of Chile to the OAS. Ref. Annual Report 2021 of the
Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression. SRFOE ArchivieBnistry of Justice and Human Rights, Undersecretariat for
Human Rights, Interministerial Committee on Hman Rights of the Republic of Chile. March 2021. State of progress on the measures
adopted in relation to the recommendations received from national and international human rights organizations in the contexf the
social protests of 2019. pp. 5. SRFORArchives.

340 Diario Constitucional. February 23, 2021CS revoca sentencia y desestima recurso de proteccion contra Carabineros de Chile por utilizar
escopetas antidisturbios en diversas manifestaciones de la Regién de ValpgEhimstrador. February 24, 2021Corte Suprema revoco fallo
gue impedia a Carabineros el uso de escopetas antidisturbios en Valparaiso
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