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FOLLOW-UP FACTSHEET OF REPORT No. 85/09
CASE 11.607
 VÍCTOR HUGO MACIEL 
(Paraguay)
I. Summary of case
	Victim (s): Víctor Hugo Maciel

Petitioner (s): Center for Justice and International Law (CEJIL) 

State: Paraguay

Merits Report No.: 85/09, published on August 6, 2009 

Admissibility Report: Analyzed in Merits Report No. 85/09
Compliance agreement: Enclosed in the Merits Report No. 85/09

Themes: Domestic Effects / Right to Personal Liberty / Right to Humane Treatment / Right to Life / Rights of the Child / Right to a Fair Trial / Judicial Protection.
Facts: Victor Hugo Maciel, who was 15 years, was recruited on August 6, 1995, to provide compulsory military service in the Paraguayan armed forces, although his parents expressed their opposition to the recruitment. On October 2, 1995, Víctor Hugo Maciel felt sick, apparently experiencing fever and chills. The same day, the entire squad with which Víctor Hugo Maciel was serving was put through an additional series of rigorous activities, known in Paraguay as descuereo (flaying), a punishment for a fault committed during the so-called “closed order drill” (ejercicios de orden cerrado). When Víctor Hugo Maciel tried to complete the exercise, he fainted. He was later transferred to San Jorge Hospital where he passed away. Víctor Hugo Maciel was suffering from chronic Chagas disease, which most patent manifestations are related to irregularities of the heart. Subsequently, a summary investigation was initiated in the military jurisdiction, which was dismissed on December 4, 1995. At the same time, preliminary criminal proceedings to investigate the facts of the case were initiated in the ordinary jurisdiction, given the publicity of the case in the newspapers and by members of the Human Rights Commission of the Chamber of Senators of the Paraguayan Congress.

Rights violated: The Commission concluded that the Paraguayan State was responsible for violation of the right to personal liberty, humane treatment, life, special measures for protection of children, judicial protection, and a fair trial enshrined in Articles 7, 5, 4, 19, 25 and 8, respectively, of the American Convention.  This was based on the understanding that in the case of violation of Articles 7, 5, 4, and 19, the injured party is Victor Hugo Maciel, whereas the violations of Articles 8 and 25, considered in conjunction with Article 1(1) of the Convention, were to the detriment of his family. The Commission further determined that the State also violated the obligation imposed in Article 1(1) to respect and guarantee the rights established in the Convention. 


II. Recommendations 
	Recommendations
	State of compliance in 2020

	1. Publicly recognize its international responsibility for all the human rights violations determined by the IACHR in this report. In this regard, that, in the presence of its high authorities, it hold a public event for recognition of international responsibility for the violations established in this case.
	Total compliance


	Compliance Agreement
	First – Recognition of International Responsibility

a) The State of Paraguay, in strict compliance with its obligations assumed from the signature and ratification of the American Convention on Human Rights and the other international human rights instruments to which it is a party, understanding that any violation of an international obligation that has caused damage entails the duty to make suitable reparation, consisting of compensation to the victim, investigation of the facts, and the administrative, civil, and criminal punishment of the responsible parties as the fairest form of so doing, recognizes its international responsibility in Case No. 11.607 Víctor Hugo Maciel, for the violation of rights to personal liberty, humane treatment, life, child protection, a fair trial, and judicial protection, guaranteed respectively in Articles 7, 5, 4, 19, 8, and 25 of the American Convention, all in connection with the general duty of the State to respect and guarantee the rights as established in of the American Convention on Human Rights. 
	Total compliance


	
	First – Recognition of International Responsibility

b) This recognition of international responsibility shall be disseminated in a public event within 60 days from the signature of the Agreement, in the presence of the Minister of Foreign Affairs, the Minister of Defense, the Commandant of the Armed Forces, the victim’s next of kin and the petitioners in the case, as well as other national authorities and national and international human rights organizations, and through a text prepared by mutual agreement between the petitioners and representatives of the victim.
	Total compliance


	
	First – Recognition of International Responsibility

c) The recognition shall be widely aired on national radio (in Spanish and Guaraní), as well as through other media outlets.
	Total compliance


	
	First – Recognition of International Responsibility

d) In addition, the State undertakes to publish: i) the full text of the friendly settlement agreement in a newspaper of national circulation and the Official Gazette, and ii) the full text of the friendly settlement agreement and the report prepared by the IACHR in accordance with Article 50 of the American Convention on the website of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, with a link on the site of the Office of the President.
	Total compliance


	2. Ensure an effective investigation into the facts of this case by nonmilitary institutions, for the purpose of identifying, judging, and punishing the parties responsible for the death of Victor Hugo Maciel, and that it publish the results of this process.
	Pending compliance

	Compliance Agreement 
	Second – Guarantees of Justice

a) The State of Paraguay undertakes to move forward with the investigation of the facts to identify, try, and punish all those responsible for the violations of human rights committed to the detriment of the child Víctor Hugo Maciel, as established by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights in its report prepared under Article 50 of the American Convention. The State undertakes to present a copy of the document confirming that the case has been reopened.
	Pending compliance

	
	Second – Guarantees of Justice

b) To designate a prosecutor of the Special Unit for Human Rights in the Public Prosecutor’s Office to head the investigation, which shall proceed in the regular courts. In execution of this clause, the State appointed attorney Juan de Rosa Avalos Portillo as the prosecutor responsible for the investigation. 
	Pending compliance

	
	Second – Guarantees of Justice

c) To guarantee the victim’s family members full access and opportunity to act in all phases and levels of said investigations, pursuant to domestic law and the norms of the American Convention.
	Pending compliance

	
	Second – Guarantees of Justice

d) To seek by all means to prevent impunity in the investigated case, respecting the procedural guarantees contained in the Constitution and legislation, the American Convention, and the jurisprudence of the Inter-American Court where applicable.
	Pending compliance

	
	Second – Guarantees of Justice

e) To report to the petitioners regularly on progress in the investigation.
	Pending compliance

	
	Second – Guarantees of Justice

f) To publicize progress in the investigations so that society may know the truth of what happened, respecting the principle of the Constitution and the Convention regarding the publication of cases and the presumption of innocence.
	Pending compliance

	3. Provide for full reparations to the next of kin of Victor Hugo Maciel for the physical damages and moral prejudice suffered as a result of his death.  These reparations should include compensation to be paid by the Paraguayan State, and computed according to international standards, and it should be in a sufficient amount to indemnify both the physical damages and the pain and suffering caused by the human rights violations referred to in this report.  Payment of this compensation must not be subject to the requirement that the family file any appeal or bring any action provided for in Paraguayan legislation.  The Commission would clarify in this regard that the pension currently received by the mother of Victor Hugo Maciel constitutes a part of said reparations, but does not imply full compliance by the State with this recommendation.
	Total compliance


	Compliance Agreement 
	Fifth – Monetary Reparation

a) For monetary compensation the State shall pay the victim’s next of kin the sum of Gs. 146,750,000.00 (one hundred forty-six million seven hundred fifty thousand guaranís) equivalent at today’s exchange rate to US$25,000 (twenty-five thousand U.S. dollars), a sum that shall be paid in the same Agreement, with this instrument as satisfactory receipt, in accordance with the following details: check No. 6548948 of the National Development Bank (Banco Nacional de Fomento) for Gs. 110,000,000.00 (one hundred ten million guaranís), and in cash the amount of Gs. 36,750,000.00 (thirty-six million seven hundred fifty thousand guaranís).
	Total compliance


	
	Fifth – Monetary Reparation

b) The amount of compensation paid by the State that is presented in this Agreement shall be exempt from any present or future tax, levy, or fee.
	Total compliance


	
	Fifth – Monetary Reparation

c) The parties agree that the amount and the names of the beneficiaries shall be strictly confidential. Under no circumstances shall they be released. In accordance with this clause, when this agreement is published (see first clause), this fifth clause shall be deleted.
	Total compliance


	4. Pay the next of kin of the victim for the reasonable expenses and costs it incurred in the domestic proceedings and in the present international procedures in the inter-American human rights system.
	Total compliance


	Compliance Agreement 
	Third – Measures of Satisfaction

The State of Paraguay undertakes to propose that the appropriate municipal authorities name a plaza or street in the city of San Juan Bautista, Misiones Department, Víctor Hugo Maciel. A plaque with an explanatory text prepared in consultation with the family and its representatives shall be placed in the plaza or on the street.
	Total compliance


	Compliance Agreement: Fourth – Guarantees to Prevent Repetition 
	Substantial partial compliance 

	Compliance Agreement 
	Fourth – Guarantees to Prevent Repetition

a) To amend the reservation deposited with the General Secretariat of the United Nations to the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child relating to the Participation of Children in Armed Conflicts, specifying a minimum age of 18 years for compulsory or voluntary military service. In execution of this clause, on March 14, 2006, the President of the Republic of Paraguay signed a statement that will replace the one deposited with the instrument of ratification on September 27, 2002.
	Total compliance


	
	Fourth – Guarantees to Prevent Repetition

b) To propose and actively support approval of draft legislation to amend Military Service Law No. 569/75, derogating Article 10 and altering Article 5 for a total ban on the incorporation of children under the age of 18 in military service. In execution of this clause the State has begun processing file No. 2065/06 FFMM and undertakes to submit it to Congress within 60 days from the signature of the agreement.
	Total compliance


	
	Fourth – Guarantees to Prevent Repetition

c) To propose and actively support approval of draft legislation to amend Law No. 123/52, regarding the establishment of CIMEFOR (Centers for Military Instruction for Students and Training for Reserve Officers), amending Article 10 for a total ban on service by children under the age of 18. In execution of this clause, the State has begun processing file No. 2065/06 FFMM and undertakes to submit it to Congress within 60 days from the signature of the agreement.
	Total compliance


	
	Fourth – Guarantees to Prevent Repetition

d) That the President, as Commander-in-Chief, shall issue a general order banning recruitment of persons under the age of 18, and establishing military, criminal, and administrative sanctions for members of the armed forces who ignore this order. To carry out this clause, the Commander-in-Chief of the armed forces of the nation signed Special Order No. 42 on March 3, 2006. 
	Total compliance


	
	Fourth – Guarantees to Prevent Repetition

e) Order that compulsory and comprehensive medical exams be conducted before, during, and prior to discharge from military service for all personnel by a certified doctor, who shall prepare a medical record with all pertinent medical data. In execution of this clause Circulars Nos. 8 and 146 were both issued on July 14, 2005, which order a medical exam prior to military service and one month before termination. 
	Total compliance


	
	Fourth – Guarantees to Prevent Repetition

f) To disseminate on all bases, through a written notice to youth entering military service, and posters in visible places, the address and telephone number of the Public Prosecutor’s Office (Ministerio Público), and other offices that receive and process complaints for mistreatment, harassment, torture, servitude, or other violations of soldiers’ human rights.
	Total compliance


	
	Fourth – Guarantees to Prevent Repetition

g) To organize a dissemination campaign through the media to publicize the total ban on persons under age 18 in the military service. Specifically, when sending a draft notice for compulsory military service, the State shall include the following statement in the notice: “In compliance with international obligations and domestic law it is forbidden to recruit persons under 18 years of age. Violation of this provision is punishable by law (Article 56 of Law 569/75).
	Pending compliance


III. Procedural Activity
1. On March 22, 2006, the State and petitioners signed a Compliance Agreement regarding the recommendations issued in Merits Report No. 85/09. 
2. On April 6, 2016, the IACHR held a working meeting with the parties during its 157th Period of Sessions regarding the follow-up of the recommendations issued in Merits Report No. 85/09. 

3. On October 8, 2019, the Commission called a working meeting in regard to the follow-up of the recommendations issued in the Merits Report No. 85/09. The Commission held said meeting on October 14, 2019, in the framework of the visit of the IACHR’s Reppoteur for Paraguay.
4. On August 18, 2020, the IACHR requested the state to provide up-to-date information on compliance with the recommendations made in Merits Report No. 53/01. The state submitted said information on October 16, 2020. The IACHR commends the state for having submitted, after four years, up-to-date information on the case. 
5. On August 18, 2020, the IACHR requested the petitioners to provide up-to-date information on compliance. On October 15, the petitioners submitted this information.  
IV. Analysis of the information presented
6. The Commission deems that the information that was provided by the State and the petitioners in 2020 is relevant to update monitoring of the case given that it is up to date and comprehensive on measures adopted recently regarding compliance with at least one of the recommendations issued in Report No. 85/09.
V. Analysis of compliance with the recommendations
7. With regards to the second recommendation, in 2018, the State reminded the IACHR that the follow-up of the case is the responsibility of the so-called “Transition Unit” given that it is a case initiated pursuant to the 1910 Criminal Code, amended in 1914, in which the Public Ministry (Ministerio Público) lacks the powers that it currently possesses, and the investigation is the responsibility of the Judiciary. In this sense, the State reported that the Transition Unit had urged the court to hear a witness in the case in order to move the investigation forward. Additionally, the State communicated that during the last working meeting in Asunción in August 2016, the petitioners expressed their disagreement with the latest actions, indicating that the State had not complied with its obligation to impartially and effectively investigate the facts. Regarding the situation, the prosecutor in charge of the Transition Unit indicated that the following steps have been taken: (a) by means of Order No. 33 of March 15, 2016, the Public Ministry asked the judge to conduct the preliminary inquiry for this case as quickly as possible; (b) the transcript of the testimony of Mr. César A. Maidana was forwarded, as the State considered that it could provide more information. Previously, on June 1, 2016, the court was requested to issue a letter to the Armed Forces of the Nation asking for authentic testimonies of the pages corresponding to the conscripts who, at the time of the incident under investigation, were serving in the same place and to issue a letter to the National Police Identifications Department (Departamento de Identificaciones de la Policía Nacional) requesting the police records of the individuals identified, in order to obtain their updated addresses for the purpose of calling them to testify.
8. In 2019, within the framework of the Working Meeting convened by the IACHR, the State informed that the investigation is still ongoing. The State informed the IACHR that the investigation initiated has passed from the inquisitive stage to the indictment phase, and that through Resolution No. 4483/19, the authorities have formed a specialized team to carry out the investigations within the Prosecutor's Office. Regarding the lines of investigation followed by the authorities responsible for conducting the investigation, the State mentioned that the Prosecutor in charge of the investigation follows a special strategy for the case, without providing further details. Regarding the participation of adolescents in the Armed Forces, the State of Paraguay informed that the authorities conduct semiannual visits to the military facilities to verify the absence of minors, as well as to ensure that the operating conditions of the military barracks are adequate. They also informed the IACHR that the State has a training program consisting of 40 hours of classes on human rights.  
9. In 2020, the state informed that the criminal proceedings in the case were being processed under the heading “Complaint filed by the Office of the Public Prosecutor of the State regarding the death of draftee Víctor Hugo Maciel Alcaraz,” on the basis of the new legal framework in force since 1999 and 2000 and under the direction of the Attorney General’s Office. It also pointed out that this institution had conducted inquiries led by the standing prosecutor of the Special Human Rights Crimes Unit No. 1, Dr. Santiago González Bibolini. Among the inquiries made as of 1995, the state reported on the following: filing a request for the disclosure statement of Messrs. Virgulio Maciel, Osvaldo Zacarías Muñoz, Sixto Ruben Melgarejo, Luis Carlos Duarte, and Cesar Augusto Maidana Mereles; the request for the ratification statement of the physicians José Bellasi, Nicolas Lezcano, and Miguel Martinez Yaryes; the request for the victim’s death certificate filed in the Vital Statistics Office, as well as the delivery of official letters to the Armed Forces in order to request the list of persons in charge of recruitment, the medical certificate, and the documents submitted by Victor Hugo Maciel Alcaraz. Furthermore, the state informed that it requested the disclosure statement from Carlos Franco, Luis Medina, Oscar Benitez, and Narciso Ferreira, who had done their military service with the victim. Finally, it indicated that Court of First Instance No. 3 would not have had jurisdiction to process the above-mentioned criminal case after the appointment of a new Judge for Settlement and Sentencing and indicated that, because of situation stemming from the pandemic, the case file had not yet been transferred to the new court, making it impossible for inquiries to be made until the physical case file was available. Once the transfer has been made, the state indicated that it would request the new court to process the witness statements, order the Identification Department of the National Police to locate the whereabouts of the witnesses identified, and send a report from the Superior Court of Electoral Justice in order to obtain data on the above.

10. In 2018, the petitioners stated that they did not have any information regarding progress in the investigations. In particular, since 2016, they have not received any information about the impact of the procedures announced by the State that same year, nor of the Office of the Prosecutor’s (Fiscalía) plans to move the investigation forward. The petitioners expressed their concern regarding the lack of effective investigations and sanctions against those responsible, especially in cases of violations of children and adolescent’s rights forced to perform military service. During 2019 and 2020, the petitioners reiterated the information provided in previous years and indicated that they are able to provide more information because, in their opinion, the State has not effectively complied with the measures ordered by the IACHR and the commitments assumed in the Compliance Agreement. Within the framework of the working meeting convened by the Commission, the victims' representatives regretted that 25 years after the death of the young Victor Hugo Maciel, there are still no concrete results on the investigations. They also requested the State to assume the commitment to adopt a working schedule for the development of the investigation, as well as to reinforce measures aimed at preventing the Armed Forces from recruiting minors. 
11. In 2020, the petitioners recalled that one of the items included in the reparations for the case involved keeping the next of kin and representatives periodically informed about the progress being made in the investigation. Regarding this, the petitioners indicated that the last formal communication in writing on the case was provided by the state in 2016. They also pointed out that they do not know what impact the inquiries that were announced in said communication has had and that they were only able to be apprised of the actions of the State’s investigation because of the last working meeting held in October 2019.
12. The IACHR takes note of the information provided by the parties regarding the measures taken to comply with the recommendations issued in Report Nº 85/09. It welcomes submittal of up-to-date information on the evolution of the investigations and especially on how they are being conducted in the ordinary jurisdiction. In particular, the Commission commends the integration of a specialized group and the designation of a Special Human Rights Unit of the Attorney General’s Office for steering and supporting the establishment of the facts in the case. It also expresses satisfaction with the information referring to the identification of witnesses and the development of new inquiries geared to securing their statements and additional information on those allegedly responsible. On the other hand, given the information provided by the petitioners on the adoption of measures adopted by the State aimed at preventing the participation of young people in the Armed Forces, the IACHR calls on the State to reinforce said measures and comply with the recommendations issued in this regard to prevent young minors from participating in the exercise of military work. Based on the foregoing, the IACHR concludes that recommendation 2 is pending compliance.
13. Furthermore, in view of the information provided by the petitioners on the adoption of measures by the state preventing juveniles from participating in the armed forces, the IACHR calls upon the state to reinforce said measures and to ensure compliance with the recommendations made in the instant case to prevent juveniles under 18 years of age from participating in military activities. In view of the above, because there are recent inquiries that the petitioners have not been apprised of, the IACHR requests the state to transmit to the petitioners information about progress achieved in the investigations. In the meantime, it concludes that recommendation 2 is pending compliance.
14. With regards to clause g) of the fourth clause of the Compliance Agreement signed between the parties regarding guarantees of non-repetition, in 2019, the State did not present updated information on this recommendation. In its last communication, the state reiterated the information provided in previous years without any information about the progress made in complying with this clause of the agreement
15. For their part, in 2018, the petitioners expressed their concern about the legislative proposals that could constitute setbacks in the protection of the rights mentioned in this case. In particular, they pointed out the initiative to amend the Compulsory Military Service Act which, according to the petitioners, establishes a fine that must be paid by conscientious objectors who do not perform substitute social service. 

16. During 2019, the petitioners informed the IACHR that there are serious concerns about the presence of minors performing the Compulsory Military Service in Paraguay. They said that during the last presidential campaign, the then candidate and current President of the Republic said that “there are single mothers who cannot contain their children in that vulnerable stage (referring to adolescence), and therefore, the barracks would be the solution". They also said that in December 2018, the President of Paraguay publicly stated that he had authorized his son to enroll in mandatory military service. When the President's son showed up at the assigned military headquarters, through press reports covering the event, the presence of other adolescents who also provided the Compulsory Military Service could be verified. On the basis of these facts, some lawyers filed a complaint with the Office of the Ombudsman of Children for the existence of strong indications of the participation of minors in the Military Service. Said Ombudsman intervened and requested precautionary measures before the judicial authorities, which were denied. In 2020, the petitioners reiterated that they had not received any information about incorporating the disclaimer into the state’s compulsory military service recruitment
17. The IACHR takes note of the information submitted by the petitioners and invites the State to submit information on the actions taken to comply with clause (g) of the fourth commitment of the Compliance Agreement signed between the parties. Based on the foregoing, the IACHR considers that this recommendations is pending compliance. 
VI. Level of compliance of the case
18. Based on the foregoing, the Commission concludes that the level of compliance of the case is partial. Consequently, the IACHR will continue to monitor compliance with Recommendation 2 and Clause g) of the fourth commitment of the Compliance Agreement signed between the parties. 

VII. Individual and structural results of the case
19. This section highlights the individual and structural results of the case which have been informed by the parties. 
A. Individual results of the case
Measures for memory, truth, and justice 

· The state transferred the investigation to the ordinary court system and appointed a prosecutor from the Special Human Rights Unit of the Attorney General’s Office to conduct the investigation that would clarify the death of Víctor Hugo Maciel.
Pecuniary compensation measures
· The State complied with the payment of US$25,000 for compensation to the victim’s next of kin.

Satisfaction measures
· On December 28, 2006, the City Council of San Juan Bautista issued a negative decision in Resolution No. 280/2006 regarding the request of the Foreign Ministry to name a plaza or street in the city Víctor Hugo Maciel. Consequently, and after having reached an agreement with the petitioners and the mother of Víctor Hugo Maciel, the State promised to begin negotiations with the city of María Auxiliadora in Tomás Romero Pereira District, Itapua, to name a plaza or street after Víctor Hugo Maciel. The State informed that this action was completed on December, 18, 2008.

· On June 6, 2006, a public act for recognition of international responsibility of the Paraguayan State took place in the ceremonial hall of the Benigno López Palace of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Participants included the next of kin of the victim and their legal representatives, senior officials of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of Defense, the Ministry of Justice and Labor, the Attorney General of the State, the Commander of the Armed Forces and other senior military officers, representatives of Congress, representatives of the Truth and Justice Commission, the Ombudsman’s Office, and national and international non-governmental organizations.

· On June 20, 2006, the National Radio of Paraguay transmitted the public act of recognition of international responsibility of the Paraguayan State simultaneously in Guaraní and Spanish. On June 22, 2006, the State submitted the minutes of the event to the IACHR.
B. Structural results of the case
Non-Repetition Measures
· On March 22, 2006, the State informed that it had replaced the presidential declaration regarding the Optional Protocol to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child relating to the Participation of Children in Armed Conflicts, in order to prohibit the entry of children under the age of 18 into Paraguay’s military service. In a note dated September 18, 2007, the State reported that the website of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights had been updated, replacing the former declaration of the State of Paraguay regarding the Optional Protocol of the Convention on the Rights of the Child with the declaration of March 22, 2006.
· The State reported that the Commandant of the Armed Forces issued Special Order No 13 on January 12, 2007, which provides that any person in Centers for Military Instruction for Students and Training for Reserve Officers (CIMEFOR) under the age of 18 shall be exempt from basic military instruction. The State added in a note dated June 22, 2007, that based on the agreement signed in the present case, the Children’s and Adolescents’ Courts are rejecting requests from parents who want their underage sons to enter military service.

· On November 21, 2007, the State reported the promulgation of Law 3360 which amends Law 569/75 “Compulsory Military Service,” by derogating Article 10 and amending Article 5 of said law, setting 18 years as the minimum age for military service. The State reported the promulgation on May 20, 2008, of Law 3485, which amended Article 10(a) of Law 123/52 on Centers for Military Instruction for Students and Training for Reserve Officers (CIMEFOR), so that the special courses of military instruction and training of reserve officers and non-commissioned officers are offered to students who are at least 18 years of age.

· The State issued Circulars Nos. 8 and 146 on July 14, 2005, which require one medical exam prior to entry into military service and another exam one month before termination of service.

· On May 24, 2006 the Armed Forces Command issued Special Order No. 105 which approved the placement of posters indicating the institutions that receive and process complaints of human rights violations. On August 31, 2007, the unrestricted fulfillment of the previous Special Order was reiterated through the approval of Circular No. 165.

· On June 28, 2007, the Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces issued General Order No. 112, which approved and ordered the distribution to all military personnel of the “Handbook on Humanitarian Rules—Human Rights and International Humanitarian Law in the Armed Forces,” prepared by the Office of Legal Affairs, Human Rights and International Humanitarian Law of the Ministry of Defense.

· On July 10, 2007, the State forwarded a copy of a communication from the Ministry of Defense of Paraguay which reported on the launch of the training material “Soldier’s Guide—Application of basic rules of human rights and international humanitarian law,” and sent a copy of the guide to the IACHR on July 17, 2007. In addition, the State indicated in a communication dated September 18, 2007, that it had provided every soldier with a copy of the guide, which specifies what to do if one is a victim of or a witness to human rights violations on a military base, with the name of the institutions and offices with their respective telephone numbers and addresses.
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