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39th Model OAS General 
Assembly for High Schools 
For the first time, since 1982, the Model OAS for High Schools was held 
virtually due to COVID-19. More than 200 participants were part of this 
incredible experience for students across the Hemisphere.  

  



OPENING REMARKS 

 

 

  

The 39th Model OAS General Assembly for High 

Schools took place from November 4-6, 2020 

virtually, due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 30 

OAS Member States were represented with 19 

high schools from all the Americas (11 from the 

United States, 3 from Central America, 4 from 

South America and 1 from the Caribbean).  

Victoria Abalo, Coordinator of the MOAS 

Program, delivered opening remarks where she 

mentioned how this year’s MOAS was forced to 

be virtual due to the pandemic, something that 

in 1982, when the first Model OAS for High 

Schools took place, no one could have 

imagined it. 

 “The COVID-19 pandemic is one of the most disruptive and devastating development of this century. It has impacted every 

country in the world and compelled us to re-invent traditional ways of work, learning, doing business and even the practice 

of diplomacy". – Victoria Abalo.  

The MOAS Coordinator finished her welcoming remarks by introducing the 39th MOAS Authorities and Committee 

Secretaries participating in the model.  

Congratulations to all participating faculty and students for their hard work and commitment, who made this MOAS a 

resounding success! 

 



 

The MOAS Team 

  

  

Victoria Abalo 

MOAS Coordinator 

Mariana Jo Bonilla 

MOAS Consultant 

Abayomi Edwards-Dyer 

Office of the Assistant Secretary 

General 



Participating High Schools 

39th MOAS FOR HIGH SCHOOLS - COUNTRY ASSIGNMENT 
 

November 4th, 5th-6th, 2020  

No. ASSIGNED COUNTRIES   SCHOOL 

1 ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 
San Ignacio de Recalde 
Hipolito E. Quispez, Pilar Lindley, Gustavo Taboada 

2 ARGENTINA 
Saint John's School (1) 
David Sanabria, Amanda Valentín, Patricia del Toro 

3 BAHAMAS 
Stone Ridge of the Sacred Heart, 
Kimberly Falatko, Stephany Fontanone 

4 BARBADOS 
Springfield Township (1) 
Jean Manga 

5 BELIZE 
Colegio Antonio Peña Celi 
Ximena Moreira Aguirre, María Augusta Reyes Velez 

6 BOLIVIA 
High Schools from Pennsylvania (1) 
Catherine Bartch, Daniel Ruiz de la Concha  

7 BRAZIL 
Belize High School (1) 
Jamie Usher, Majiba Sharp, Jennylee Francisco 

8 CANADA 
Connelly School of the Holy Child (1) 
Katia Vargas 

9 CHILE 
Colegio La Floresta (El Salvador) 
Laura Calderon, Celina de Posada 

10 COLOMBIA 
Ardenne High School  
Norman Malcolm, Denora Johnson 

11 COSTA RICA 
Georgetown Preparatory School (1) 
Rosita Whitman, Dacque Tirado 

12 ECUADOR 
Colegio Lamatepec 
Javier Chávez, Oswaldo Guzman 

13 EL SALVADOR 
Aspaen Barranquilla 
Edgar Barrios Rodríguez 



14 UNITED STATES 
Saint John's School (2) 
David Sanabria, Amanda Valentín, Patricia del Toro 

15 GUATEMALA 
Bullis School  
Benjamin Mosteller 

16 GUYANA 
Mercy High School 
John Sullivan 

17 HAITI 
Springfield Township (2) 
Jean Manga 

18 HONDURAS 
Midland Senior High School (1) 
Jeanette Lozano 

19 JAMAICA 
Trinity School of Midland (1) 
Michael Midkiff 

20 MEXICO 
Belize High School (2) 
Jamie Usher, Majiba Sharp, Jennylee Francisco 

21 NICARAGUA 
High Schools from Pennsylvania (2) 
Catherine Bartch, Daniel Ruiz de la Concha  

22 PANAMA 
Trinity School of Midland (2) 
Michael Midkiff 

23 PARAGUAY 
Springfield Township (3) 
Jean Manga 

24 PERU 
Georgetown Preparatory School (2) 
Rosita Whitman, Dacque Tirado 

25 DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
Saint John's School (3) 
David Sanabria, Amanda Valentín, Patricia del Toro 

26 SAINT KITTS AND NEVIS 
Connelly School of the Holy Child (2) 
Katia Vargas 

27 
SAINT VINCENT AND THE 

GRENADINES 
ASPAEN Cartagena 
Sara Marcela Numa Brum, Andrés Echavarría 

28 SURINAME 
Stone Ridge of the Sacred Heart (2) 
Kimberly Falatko, Stephany Fontanone 

29 URUGUAY 
Midland Senior High School (2) 
Jeanette Lozano 

30 VENEZUELA 
Belize High School (3) 
Jamie Usher, Majiba Sharp, Jennylee Francisco 

 

  



 

39th MOAS Authorities 

General Committee 

 

 
 

The MOAS Authorities who were part of this Model 

did an incredible job leading the debates, voting and 

electoral processes.  

The MOAS Secretary General, Maria Alejandra 

Suarez Alzamora from Colegio Real-Royal School, 

expressed that that the fact that students were able 

to connect despite the current situation, shows the 

union of the Hemisphere. She also encouraged 

delegates to work together to make the Americas 

and the World a better place, strengthening peace.  

 

Gabriela Cejas, MOAS President, from Springfield 

Township, invited all delegates to keep working together 

to establish solutions to problems that every country has 

and that have been amplified by the pandemic. The 

MOAS President reminded delegates how the 

Organization of American States works to give hope to 

citizens across the Hemisphere and how everyone that 

was part of this year’s MOAS can give hope to each other 

as well.  

 

Vice Chair of the General Committee, Sarahann Adams 

from Trinity School of Midland, thanked the Model OAS 

for giving her the opportunity to meet peers from around 

the world and hope for the future of the Americas.  

 



 

Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs 

 

 

 

 

Committee on Hemispheric Security  

 

Chair, Sebastian Perez from Midland Senior High 

School encouraged all delegates to keep 

participating in the MOAS, since it is a unique 

experience with meeting students from other 

countries from the Hemisphere, getting to know 

their stories and make friends who will be there for 

the rest of their careers. 

 

Vice chair, Nabila Jubiz from Colegio Real-Royal School 

thanked all delegates who were present and congratulated 

everyone who worked on the draft resolutions and for their 

effort on working virtually with other delegates.  

 

Chair, Josemaria Montalvo from Colegio 

Lamatepec applauded delegates for being part of 

the Model, especially during times like this where 

its easy to forget about problems that the world is 

facing. He stated that the MOAS encourages 

students to be part of our Hemisphere’s solutions 

and encouraged all delegates to be part of it.  

 



 

 

 

COMMITTEE SECRETARIES 

Serena Gonzalez, Rachel Holland and Ella Dodson from Midland Senior High School acted as Committee Secretaries for the General 

Committee, Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs and Committee on Hemispheric Security, respectively.  

Committee Secretaries read the resolutions debated in each Committee, kept track of all amendments, voting and electoral results.  

   Photo curtesy of Midland Senior High School OAS Club. 

 

 

 

 

 

Vice Chair, Carlos Unanue from Saint John’s 

School expressed how excited he was to 

work with delegates of the Committee on 

Hemispheric Security, who have been 

preparing for weeks to propose solutions for 

current issues that the Hemisphere is facing.  

 



WORKING GROUPS 

 

 

The 39th MOAS was held differently than previous years. All delegates were divided into three (3) working groups per Committee. 

Each working group worked on a specific topic and sent a draft resolution to be debated on the day each Committee met.  

Working Group 1: Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica.  

Working Group 2: Ecuador, El Salvador, United States, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico.  

Working Group 3: Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Dominican Republic, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, 

Suriname, Uruguay, Venezuela. 

Committee’s Topics: 

 

General Committee: 

1. Best practices in increasing the capacity of healthcare systems to be better prepared to confront a health crisis. 

2. Addressing the need to ensure educational continuity, equity and inclusion due to the pandemic, focusing on access as 

well as quality of education. 

3. Measures to revive the economy at the regional and national levels after COVID-19. 



 

Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs: 

1. Measures to respect fundamental freedoms and the full observance of human rights during the emergency caused by COVID 

19.  

2. The role of the States and international organizations to guarantee access to official, up-to-date and reliable information on 

COVID-19. 

3. Actions to ensure transparent and inclusive electoral processes during the pandemic.   

Committee on Hemispheric Security 

1. Public-private measures to strengthen cyber-security capacity in Member States to promote faster digital 

transformation and ensure a safe access to essential information. 

2. Actions to support the countries of the Hemisphere to address the challenges that COVID-19 represents regarding 

operations of emergency and security systems.  

3. Measures to prevent, address and punish violence against women and girls during the pandemic. 

 

  



BOOK OF RESOLUTIONS 

Each Committee presented three resolutions which were passed during the Plenary Session.  Delegates worked together to find 

viable solutions to current problems across the Hemisphere. Especially problems that have worsened due to COVID-19 pandemic.  

The Final Book of Resolutions can be found on the MOAS Website here.  

  

http://www.oas.org/en/asg/moas/high_schools/39_MOAS_HS/FinalBookResolutions.pdf


GENERAL COMMITTEE 

In the sessions of the General Committee, delegates presented their ideas about the important role of individuals and states during 

pandemics, including ways on how to improve healthcare systems, ensuring educational continuity and ways to revive the economy 

after COVID-19.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Following the MOAS President and MOAS 

Secretary General remarks, delegates 

gave their General Statements showing 

the positions of the countries they 

represented. The delegate of Brazil urged 

all delegations to come together with 

other member states and other worldwide 

organizations to implement better 

healthcare systems in the Americas. The 

delegate of Colombia insisted on the 

collaboration of all member states to 

reevaluate and adjust their healthcare 

systems and practices to be better 

prepared for future health crisis.  

Delegates discussed important amendments to each resolution, by changing some terms that would make the resolution more 

understandable and to ensure that the work of member states will be towards providing better health services for its citizens. 

Delegates worked hard to pass resolutions by consensus, which was a great achievement.   

 



COMMITTEE ON JURIDICAL AND POLITICAL 
AFFAIRS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the Committee of Juridical and Political Affairs, the delegates debated on the observance of human rights during the 

pandemic, access to reliable information on COVID-19 and transparent and inclusive electoral processes. The delegation of 

Antigua and Barbuda emphasized on education as one of the most important human rights and to consider it a necessity to 

develop further measures.  

 Working Group 1 promoted a 

holistic educational platform, 

distribution of internet service and 

academic materials for students. 

The delegation of Argentina 

recognized that the discrimination 

against minorities, as a 

consequence of COVID-19, has to be 

properly addressed by all member 

states.  

 

Delegations agreed that all member states should 

commit to provide an inclusive response that 

protects democracy and gives access to all human 

rights for all citizens of the Americas disregarding 

age, gender, race, religion, profession or sexuality. 

 



 

COMMITTEE ON HEMISPHERIC SECURITY 

 

 

 
  

The delegation of Guyana expressed how 

healthcare is also a matter of security and that all 

governments should have the responsibility to 

ensure the safety of its people.  

Delegations seek to promote digital 

transformation within OAS member states that 

could improve the prevention, detection and 

recovery plans to ensure the cybersecurity for both 

private and public entities. 

Delegations also concluded with the importance of 

implementing plans to educate member states on 

the importance of gender equality in order to 

prevent and stop gender violence against women. 

 

On the third day of the MOAS, the 

delegates of the Committee on 

Hemispheric Security discussed ways in 

which all member states could provide 

security to citizens including, cyber-

security, emergency systems and 

violence against women and girls, 

especially during the pandemic.  

 



OUTSTANDING HEAD DELEGATE STATEMENTS 

 

General Committee: 

Head Delegate from Paraguay 

Patrick McCaslin 

Springfield Township, Pennsylvania 

Committee on Juridical and Political 

Affairs: 

Head Delegate from Colombia  

Saevion McFadden 

Ardenne High School, Jamaica 

 

Committee on Hemispheric Security: 

Head Delegate from Chile  

Maria Paula Salazar  

Colegio La Floresta, El Salvador 

 



ELECTIONS  

Elections for the Authorities of thhe 40th Model OAS for High Schools scheduled for 2021, took place on each day that the 

Committees met. Elections for MOAS President and Secretary General took place on the last day of the MOAS during the Plenary 

Session of the 39th MOAS General Assembly.  

General Committee: 

 

MOAS President: Viviana Durán Romero, Colegio La Floresta, El Salvador 

 
 

MOAS Secretary General: Daniel Liu, Georgetown Preparatory School, USA 

 
 

 

Viviana represented Chile in the 39th MOAS. In a 

world full of adversities, the candidate encouraged 

delegates to stop  waiting to make the change 

because they were the change needed. She 

promised to make all delegates feel valued in the 

MOAS, to avoid injustices and to make sure 

everyone’s voices are heard. She motivated 

everyone to fight to see the change they want to see 

in society and to never give up. 

 

Born and raised in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Daniel 

Liu is passionate about Latin America’s culture and 

politics. He’s fluent in Spanish and English, a skill 

that he will use to organize debates and 

discussions. He will represent the multifaceted 

opinions of all delegates and will offer an inclusive 

outlook on important topics of the Hemisphere.  

 



 

Vice Chair: Alex Wan, Georgetown Preparatory School, USA. 

 

Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs: 

Chair: Wilson Kan, Georgetown Preparatory School, USA. 

 

Vice chair: Elijah Middlebrook, Georgetown Preparatory School, USA. 

 

 

Alex Wan asked for delegate’s support to become the 

next vice chair of the General Committee. He 

congratulated all delegates for their hard work during 

the Committee’s sessions and asked delegations to let 

him help them to keep up the good work. He 

committed to work hard for others, to lend his 

experience and to fight injustices with his peers. 

 

Wilson Kan ran for Chair on his third year participating in 

the MOAS. He acknowledged the hard work it requires 

to pass resolutions and to know very well the rules of 

procedure. Being the working group leader gave him the 

opportunity to acquire these skills and he offered them if 

he got elected as Chair. Wilson expressed that the best 

part of the MOAS is being able to make friends from 

different countries, lobbying and learning new 

languages. He cares about equality and inclusion and his 

background motivates him to work hard to achieve 

inclusion in society. 

 

Elijah’s motto is “Help me help you”. Elijah has 

substantial background on MOAS and would like to 

build up on it by serving as a Committee officer. He 

understands the importance of diversity, equality and 

will use his own experiences to strengthen the MOAS 

environment. He is committed to bring justice to the 

world. He is currently a legislative chair at a leadership 

club, leading political discussions.  

 



 

Committee on Hemispheric Security: 

Chair: Adriana Cladellas, Colegio la Floresta, El Salvador 

 

 

 

 

Vice Chair: Maria Gabriela Lopez, ASPAEN Cartagena de Indias, Colombia. 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to all newly elected Authorities! 

 

  

Adriana was elected by acclamation to serve as 

the next Chair of the Hemispheric Security 

Committee for the 40th MOAS.  She 

represented Chile during the 39th MOAS. 

Adriana comes from El Salvador, a country with 

determined people who work hard for their 

families and their communities. She has 

learned a lot from fellow delegates and believes 

that together, they can make big changes for 

the Hemisphere. The MOAS helped her grow as 

a person, to express her ideas and become 

aware of the world’s problems and how all 

together can come up with solutions.  

 

Maria Gabriela represented Saint Vincent and the 

Grenadines in the 39th MOAS. Her true passion is 

participating in diplomacy. She has worked hard 

to become a good delegate. Maria Gabriela has 

been helping girls from low income areas to 

overcome their situation by practicing sports. Her 

vocation is to change the world and is committed 

to put a lot of effort during her role as vice chair.  

 



Over 170 students experienced the challenge of transforming the continent and expressed their proposals virtually about 

peace, security, electoral processes, civil identity, and other topics. The Model’s success can be attributed to the students' 

hard work in the Committees and their innovative proposals to make the Americas a better place.  

Victoria Abalo, MOAS Coordinator, ended the Model with short closing remarks by thanking all participants who made 

history in the first virtual Model OAS for High Schools. Despite the pandemic, the program continues to motivate the 

youth of the Americas to make a difference. She encouraged all participants to to stay connected and commit to making 

a positive impact.  

“Delegates be proud of your accomplishments, but do not become passive. The sky is the limit for all who dare to make their 

dreams a reality. Use your skills and talents, use your voice, but most importantly, take action for the benefit of your 

communities”. Victoria Abalo. 

This Model would not be possible without the support of committed teachers willing to engage their students in the work 

of the OAS and the Inter-American Agenda. 

 

 

 


