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READING DOCUMENTS  
35th MODEL OAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY FOR HIGH SCHOOLS

                       November 30 – December 02, 2016 Washington, D.C.

GENERAL COMMITTEE 

Declaration of the 35th MOAS for high schools
Hemispheric commitment to promote women’s leadership at the economic, social, and political levels.

Inter-American Commission of Women (Flyer) 2012.

The Convention on the Nationality of Women, 1933.

The Inter-American Convention on the Granting of Civil Rights to Women, 1948.

The Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women (Convention of Belém do Pará) 1994.

Advancing gender equality in the context of decent work:
http://www.oas.org/en/CIM/docs/AvanceGeneroTrabajoDecente-EN[Final-Web].pdf

Declaration of Lima on Equality and Autonomy in the exercise of women’s economic rights:

http://www.oas.org/en/CIM/docs/CIM-Dec15.ing-DeclaracionLima.doc
Declaration on Political Harassment and Violence Against Women:
http://www.oas.org/en/cim/docs/DeclaracionViolenciaPolitica-EN.pdf
1. Information and Communications Technologies (ICTs)

a. Promoting the interoperability, harmonization, regional mobility and connectivity of ICTs.
The Internet of Things: The Next Digital Divide for Latin America?  Read more 

How digital connectivity is transforming Latin America .  Read more 

The Digital Divide: Closing the Gap between Access and Innovation in Latin America. Read more 

Here's What the Digital Divide Looks Like in the United States. Read more 

b. Implementation of best practices to reduce the digital divide among and within the Member States. 
Innovations that Use Technology to Solve Social Issues. Read more 

New regional commitment urges digital inclusion

http://www.oas.org/en/sedi/nl/0214/001_en.asp
2. Natural disaster preparedness and optimization of the use of ICTs and telecommunications 
a. Use of ICTs to support disaster preparedness initiatives in OAS Member States. 

Country profiles: Information and Communication Technologies

http://www.rimd.org/advf/documentos/4d5d757c9524e.pdf
b. Advancing telecommunications in Member States to optimize natural disaster early warning systems.
Community-Centered Flood Early Warning Systems in the Central American Isthmus

and the Dominican Republic: Towards a Regional Platform for their Financial

and Institutional Sustainability. 

http://www.rimd.org/advf/documentos/4cbef2703e414.pdf                          

c. ICTs as a critical tool for mitigation and relief during and after natural disasters. 

Policies: Applying Information and Communication Technologies for Disaster Mitigation

http://www.rimd.org/advf/documentos/4d5d757caaa13.pdf
Social Media in Natural Disasters:
https://www.itu.int/net4/wsis/forum/2015/Uploads/S/233/WHO-C7eHealth-25May2015-Disasters-Claravall.pdf
FIRST COMMITTEE:  Juridical and Political Affairs 

1. Sustainable democracy

a. Promoting dialogue and consensus-building initiatives to prevent conflicts. 

Practical Guide on Democratic Dialogue, An overview of the current conflict dynamics in Latin America. Chapter 1. 2013.
AG/RES. 2833 (XLIV-O/14) Inclusive Dialogue for Effectively Dealing with Social Conflicts in Investments for Integral Development
b. Improving Member States institutional capacity in the management and resolution of social conflicts.
Study on Risks and Problems to Peace and Security in the Hemisphere and Conflict Prevention and Solution. Chapter II: Conflict prevention and resolution in the Americas. 2013.
c. Identifying potential risk factors for democratic stability in the Americas. 

International Committee of the Red Cross. Conflict prevention and conflict resolution: limits of multilateralism, 2000.

2. Conflict resolution and the OAS Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia (MAPP-OEA)

General Information and Documents:
Peace Direct (November 2014). Colombia: Conflict Profile. 
MAPP/OEA (2016). Misión de Apoyo Al Proceso de Paz en Colombia.
OAS (2014). Colombia, Road to Peace.
Mesa de Conversaciones para la Terminación del Conflicto y la Construcción de una Paz Estable y Duradera en Colombia (June 2016). Comunicado Conjunto #73. La Habana, Cuba, 2 de Junio de 2016.
Diálogos de Paz (2016). Peace Process Timeline.
a. Verification and advisory support to Colombia for the demobilization of illegal armed groups (including transitional justice). 

Kelvin Ong (2012). Managing Fighting Forces, DDR in Peace Processes. 

United States Institute for Peace (2015). Historical Memory and Transnational Justice in Colombia.
Attorney General of Colombia (2010). Law 1424.  
b. Supporting efforts by Colombian institutions for the reintegration of ex-combatants belonging to minorities.

Agencia Colombiana para la Reintegración. (2013). What is Reintegration?
Agencia Colombiana para la Reintegración (2013). The Reintegration Route Scheme. 

Cristal Downing (2012). Armed Conflict and Ethnic Diversity in Colombia. 

c. Fostering and recognizing the rights of victims of violence and affected communities (including land restitution).

Presidencia de la República de Colombia (June 2011). Law 1448, Victims and Land Restitution. 

Gimena Sanchez (2016). Integrating Afro-Colombian and Indigenous Rights.
Comisión Inter-Americana de Derechos Humanos (2013). Verdad, Justicia y Reparación, Cuarto informe sobre la situación de derechos humanos en Colombia.
SECOND COMMITTEE: Hemispheric Security

1. Cybersecurity and child online protection
a. Educating children, parents and teachers to create a culture of cybersecurity. 

Guidelines for Children on Child Online Protection: http://www.itu.int/en/cop/Documents/S-GEN-COP.CHILD-2016-PDF-E[1].pdf
Guidelines for Parents, Guardians and Educators on Child Online Protection. http://www.itu.int/en/cop/Documents/S-GEN-COP.EDUC-2016-PDF-E[1].pdf
b. Partnerships with the private sector, civil society and community based organizations to strengthen youth outreach on the issue of online safety. 

Guidelines for Industry on Child Online Protection: http://www.itu.int/en/cop/Documents/bD_Broch_INDUSTRY_0909.pdf
First European Agreement of Social Networks: http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_SPEECH-09-46_en.htm?locale=en
National Cybersecurity Alliance: https://staysafeonline.org/
We Protect: http://www.weprotect.org/
c. Inclusion of cybersecurity measures in the formulation of ICT policies for children.
Guidelines for Policy Makers on Child Online Protection. Available at: http://www.itu.int/en/cop/Documents/guidelines-policy%20makers-e.pdf
Cybersecurity Awareness Campaign Toolkit. Available at: https://www.sites.oas.org/cyber/Documents/2015%20OAS%20-%20Cyber%20Security%20Awareness%20Campaign%20Toolkit%20(English).pdf
Report on risks faced by children online and policies to protect them. Available at: http://www.oecd.org/sti/ieconomy/childrenonline_with_cover.pdf
Other resources:

Inter-American Convention on the International Return of Children. Available at: http://www.oas.org/juridico/english/treaties/b-53.html
United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. Available at: http://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/CRC.aspx
Resolution A/HRC/26/L.24 (i.e. confirmed that the same rights that people have offline must also be protected online). Available at:

https://daccess-ods.un.org/TMP/4654559.7910881.html
2. Institutional strengthening to advance drug-related policies
a. Cooperation among OAS Member States towards the implementation of effective national drug policies. 
How to Develop a National Drug Policy, A Guide for Policymakers, Practitioners, and Stakeholders :

http://www.cicad.oas.org/main/pubs/How_to_Develop_a_National_Drug_Policy_CICAD-CARICOM.pdf 
Cómo desarrollar una Política Nacional sobre Drogas, Una guía para Responsables Políticos, técnicos y Expertos : http://www.cicad.oas.org/fortalecimiento_institucional/planesnacionales/docs/CICAD-Guia-drogas_10-12_high%20res.pdf
Drug Policy Guide:  http://www.drugpolicy.org/sites/default/files/IDPC-Drug-Policy-Guide_2nd-Edition.pdf 

Guía Sobre Políticas de Drogas: http://www.cicad.oas.org/fortalecimiento_institucional/planesnacionales/docs/Guia_politicas_drogas_SPA.pdf
Policy paper providing guidance to policy makers for developing coherent policies for licit and illicit drugs: http://www.coe.int/T/DG3/Pompidou/Source/Documents/PolicyPaper_en.pdf
b. Promoting alternatives to incarceration to achieve social reintegration of drug-related offenders.

Technical Report on Alternatives to Incarceration for Drug-Related Offenses http://www.cicad.oas.org/apps/Document.aspx?Id=3203: 

Inventory Alternatives to Incarceration: http://www.cicad.oas.org/Main/Template.asp?File=/fortalecimiento_institucional/closinggap/inventario_intro_ENG.asp
Handbook of basic principles and promising practices on Alternatives to Imprisonment:  https://www.unodc.org/pdf/criminal_justice/Handbook_of_Basic_Principles_and_Promising_Practices_on_Alternatives_to_Imprisonment.pdf
c. Civil society participation to improve drug-related policies and to drive judicial reforms.

Civil Society Statement, the UNGASS Outcome Document: Diplomacy or Denialism?: https://www.tni.org/files/article-downloads/civil-society-statement-cnd_ungass_final.pdf 
Recommendations of the Civil Society Forum on Drugs on  the UNGASS outcome document: http://fdfe.eu/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/2015-CSF-on-Drugs-Recommendations-on-the-UNGASS-outcome-document_FINAL.pdf
THIRD COMMITTEE:  Inter-American Council for Integral Development – CIDI

1. Fostering civil society participation 
a. Strengthening civil society participation in the OAS to advance the inter-American agenda on hemispheric security. 

AG/RES.1668/99  "Strengthening Cooperation Between Governments and Civil Society"

AG/RES.1661/99  "The Organization of American States and Civil Society" 

CP/RES. 759, “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,”
CP/RES. 840 (1361/03)  Strategies for Increasing and Strengthening Participation by Civil Society in OAS Activities http://www.oas.org/council/resolutions/res840.asp
 
OAS Civil Society Webpage:  http://www.oas.org/en/ser/dia/civil_society/faq.shtml
b. Role of civil society in promoting a democratic culture in the Hemisphere.

Inter-American Democratic Charter
Social Charter of the Americas - Organization of American States

c. Fostering local groups and NGO’s involvement in the protection of human rights across the Americas. 

American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples

http://www.narf.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/2016oas-declaration-indigenous-people.pdf
Plan of Action for the Decade for Persons of African Descent in the Americas

http://www.oas.org/en/sare/documents/res-2891-16-en.pdf
The participation of civil society organizations and of citizens in bringing cases at the level of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights:

http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/media_center/PReleases/2016/075A.asp
The reports and videos can also be accessed at:

· Report in PDF version
· Videos of the hearings
2. The role of culture in development with inclusion
Topic 2. General Information and Documents:
George Yúdice (2008). Cultural Diversity and Cultural Rights.
OAS (June 2012). OAS Social Charter (see Chapter IV).
United Nations Development Program (2015). Work as Art: Links between Creative Work and Human Development.
George Yúdice (2001) El recurso de la Cultura.
a. Dissemination and access to the cultural collective heritage of ethnic groups in the Americas to promote an intercultural dialogue. 
OAS (March 2007). Preserving the Past for the Future: Employing Research & Education Programs in the Protection of Belize’s Archaeological Resources.
National Museum of the American Indian (2016). Education. 

Instituto Nacional de Antropología e Historia (INAH) (2016). Official website. 
Museo Indio (2016). Official website. 
Inter-American Commission of Human Rights (2013). Indigenous Peoples in Voluntary Isolation and Initial Contact in the Americas (special emphasis on part IV regarding the Sources of Law for sub-topic C and part V on initial contact for sub-topic A).
b. Promoting cultural and creative industries within the governments' economic agendas to advance an inclusive development. 
OAS (2014). The Economic Impact of the Creative Industries in the Americas. 

OAS (2011). Culture, Common Denominator for Development: 18 successful practices. Successful examples culture practices for economy development. 

UNESCO (2013). Creative Economy Report 2013 Special Edition. 
c. Recognizing the role of indigenous cultures and practices in the design of sustainable development policies. 

OAS Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (May 2016). Nineteenth Meeting of Negotiation in the Quest for Points of Consensus. 
OAS (2016). Summit of the Americas Mandates on Indigenous Peoples. 
SPECIAL FOURTH COMMITTEE – Good Governance for Sustainable Development

General Information and Documents:
OAS (2006). Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development. 
OAS (n.d.). Institutional Framework for Sustainable Development: Roadmap to Rio +20.
OAS (n.d.). Summit Mandates on Environment & Natural Resources Management and Climate Change - Consequences for the Environment. 
OAS (n.d.). Sustainable Development Resolutions Adopted by the General Assembly. 

OAS Department of Sustainable Development (n.d.). Mandates.
The Future We Want (n.d.). References to Governance. 
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) (2013). Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment Forum . Decision No. 27/9 (Available in Spanish and English).
Used by GS/OAS technically: Environmental Governance (Definition). 

1. Promotion of environmental governance
a. Advancing the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development through environmental governance. 
Used by GS/OAS technically: Environmental Governance (Definition). 

b. Using environmental diplomacy for conflict prevention and management in the Americas.
OAS (2014). AG/RES. 2833 (XLIV-O/14). Inclusive Dialogue for Effectively Dealing with Social Conflicts in Investments for Integral Development. 
OAS (2014). AG/RES. 2855 (XLIV-O/14). Convocation of a Meeting of Governmental Experts on Land Rights, Natural Resources, Development, and Consultation: Experiences and Challenges. 

c. Hemispheric commitment among Member States to strengthen environmental frameworks and build accountability. 

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) (2013). Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment Forum . Decision No. 27/9 (Available in Spanish and English).

2. Inclusive development agenda through public participation
a. Advancing an inclusive development agenda through participatory decision-making in local communities. 

OAS Department of Sustainable Development (n.d.). Public Participation. 

OAS (2001). Inter-American Democratic Charter.
OAS (2001). Inter-American Strategy for Public Participation in Decision Making for Sustainable Development (ISP). 
OAS (2008). CJI/RES. 147 (LXXIII-O/08) Principles on the Right of Access to Information.
OAS (2010). AG/RES.2607 (XL-O/10) Model Inter-American Law on Access to Public Information.

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) (1992). Rio Declaration on Environment and Development. See Principle 10. 
b. Promotion of public participation in development projects in Member States. 
OAS Department of Sustainable Development (n.d.). Public Participation. 
OAS (2001). Inter-American Strategy for Public Participation in Decision Making for Sustainable Development (ISP). 
OAS (2008). CJI/RES. 147 (LXXIII-O/08) Principles on the Right of Access to Information.
OAS (2010). AG/RES.2607 (XL-O/10) Model Inter-American Law on Access to Public Information.

OAS (2014). AG/RES. 2855 (XLIV-O/14). Convocation of a Meeting of Governmental Experts on Land Rights, Natural Resources, Development, and Consultation: Experiences and Challenges. 

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) (1992). Rio Declaration on Environment and Development. See Principle 10. 
c. Empowerment of vulnerable groups to guarantee effective sustainable development policies.

OAS Department of Sustainable Development (n.d.). Public Participation. 
OAS (2014). AG/RES. 2833 (XLIV-O/14). Inclusive Dialogue for Effectively Dealing with Social Conflicts in Investments for Integral Development. 

OAS (2014). AG/RES. 2855 (XLIV-O/14). Convocation of a Meeting of Governmental Experts on Land Rights, Natural Resources, Development, and Consultation: Experiences and Challenges.
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) (1992). Rio Declaration on Environment and Development. See Principle 10. 

Documents adopted by the General Assembly last June:

1. AG/DEC. 81 (XLVI-O/16) DECLARATION ON INSTITUTIONAL STRENGTHENING FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT IN THE AMERICAS. 
2. AG/RES. 2882 (XLVI-O/16) INTER-AMERICAN PROGRAM FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT  
3. AG/RES. 2885 (XLVI-O/16) INTER-AMERICAN PROGRAM ON ACCESS TO PUBLIC INFORMATION   
4. AG/RES. 2885 (XLVI-O/16) INTER-AMERICAN PROGRAM ON ACCESS TO PUBLIC INFORMATION   
5. AG/RES. 2888 (XLVI-O/16) AMERICAN DECLARATION ON THE RIGHTS OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES  
According to Art. 44 through 48 of the MOAS Rules of Procedure, the format of the MOAS for high schools is a Working Group Format. The instructions to work within the committees are the following:


The head delegates will work and debate Topic No.1 in each committee.


The alternate delegates will work and debate Topic No. 2 in each committee.


Each of the subtopics (“a” through “c”) will originate a Working Group.


Each of these Working Groups will produce one (1) resolution on the subtopic.


Follow the times and instructions included in the Calendar of Events to organize the work within each Working Group.


The joint resolutions issued by the Working Groups of the alternate delegates will be debated by the head delegates and vice versa (according to Art. 54 to 56). Please note the following:


Each working group elects a “Working Group Representative” to present the resolution to the committee (this applies also to the Alternate delegates’ working groups).


The Alternate delegates may respond to the questions that any head delegate asks during the debate of their working groups’ resolutions. However, both the head and alternate delegates for the same country must have the same position and cannot go against one another (Art. 56.)








