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REMARKS
AMBASSADSOR JACINTH HENRY-MARTIN
CLOSING CEREMONY OF THE THIRTY-FIFTH MOAS FOR HIGH SCHOOLS

Hall of the Americas – December 2, 2016 

· MOAS President, Ms. Sadie Proud
· MOAS Secretary General, Mr. Dominic J. Blair
· MOAS Program Coordinator, Victoria Abalo
· Committee Experts
· Students and faculty advisors participating in this MOAS. 
I greet you warmly.  You must be very pleased, albeit a little exhausted after three full days of deliberation, negotiation, and coalition building.  Although perhaps a little daunted at the outset, having exercised your determination and your resolve to make a success of this experience, you deserve to be proud of your accomplishments, and to be congratulated on the resolutions which you have drafted on the range of important issues which currently occupy the minds of today’s experienced diplomats who serve at the OAS on behalf of their respective countries.

You would be thrilled to know that the topics assigned to your committees are reflective of some of the thematic areas which actually generate active debates in these hallowed halls, and that you have been able through your own research, your leaderships skills, and your acumen to tackle real issues and to carve out and approve instruments which offer mutually agreed approaches to responding to them.  
You are to be roundly applauded for your efforts, and for your application to the objective which you set yourself to stay the course, to be participatory, and to maximize this opportunity to learn even as you contribute in your small way to a bright future for the Americas.

We were honored at the Opening Ceremony to hear from Assistant Secretary General Nestor Mendez, who recognized the value of transformative experiences such as these to inspire career options, and to challenge youthful minds that it is never too early to start planning for success.  
You all have the potential to soar to the heights to which you aspire, and today you depart equipped with additional tools with which you can continue to shape the path ahead.  As you leave the House of the Americas, remind yourself that you have walked in the footsteps of great diplomats who tread these halls, that you have had a taste of processes that contribute to the development, health, cultural and technological advancement of our states, as well as to citizen and environmental security, inclusive participation in our democracies, and the building of consensus.  
You are poised to do even more as you build on this experience, so set your sights on achieving goals that will position you to be not just a leader in your school, but a young and ardent campaigner for human rights and an advocate for democracy in your hemisphere.

I challenge you to be not just a citizen of your country, but to strive to also be an active and progressive citizen of the Americas.  Increase your knowledge of all of the member states of the OAS, cherish the diversity of our peoples and our cultures, learn to speak the languages of this hemisphere, establish linkages with the friends who you have met as you journeyed together in Washington DC on this path, retain and expand your network of contemporaries with whom you can exchange ideas and build alliances, and dedicate yourselves to climbing the ladder of knowledge and success every single day.  

Felicito además a todas y a todos quienes hicieron el esfuerzo de comunicar en los idiomas del hemisferio en sus presentaciones como candidatos.
Let me reiterate the warm welcome extended by Assistant Secretary General Mendez to new high schools to the Model: Bautista de Carolina School (Puerto Rico), Lamatepec School (El Salvador), Aspaen Gimnasio Cartagena (Colombia) and the University of the West Indies (U.W.I.) Open Campus pre-University Center (St. Augustine, Trinidad and Tobago), and extend on his behalf sincere appreciation to all the experts who supported this model. To the Faculty Advisors, we commend your untiring efforts, and thank you for your dedication, your generous support and for the care and supervision of your students, the future of our hemisphere.  We continue to work for the expansion of knowledge on the work of the OAS, and look forward to the participation in the MOAS of even more schools from the throughout the Americas.  
MOAS delegates, you are young, but this is the time to commit to making a positive impact by your actions towards a hemisphere in which all our citizens can live in peace and enjoy the rights to which they are guaranteed as humans.  With all of the educational and technological advantages available to you, you are the generation that must make the greatest difference.  As you build on your successful participation in the 35th Model OAS General Assembly for High Schools, that is my challenge to you.
I congratulate the newly elected Secretary General (Venezuela), and Chair (St Kitts and Nevis), and wish you all safe travels as you return to your respective schools!
Thank you.  
