
 

 

  

General Committee 
Writer 
Frances Madeira 
 

 Thursday's session in the General 
Committee began with the opening 
statements of the alternate delegates.  
The vast majority of Member States in 
the Caribbean mentioned the 
importance of tourism toward 
improving the economic standpoint of 
each country. Since many of these states 
also rely on smaller industries, delegates 
made a point that it is necessary to try 
and enhance this kind of businesses to 
support their economies.  
               Following the opening 
statements, the delegates moved into 
working groups. Each group was 
assigned a subtopic and started working 
on their resolution. The working group 
for subtopic 1A concentrated on 
promoting political engagement of 
young women through leadership 
opportunities. They unanimously agreed 
to stress the recommendation of the 
creation of internships, special 
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educational opportunities, and 
scholarships in tertiary education for 
those who want to pursue a political 
career.  They included some critical 
statistics about women in government 
such as “women represent only 25% of 
legislative bodies, 23% of executive 
positions, and 25% of judicial bodies, 
despite the fact that they make up 50% 
of the world's population”.  These 
statistics are only a small part of the 
inequality discussed, but help to give a 
better understanding of the issues being 
resolved.  In the future Committee 
sessions, working groups plan to finish 
their resolutions, and congregate again 
to debate them. 
 

"MOAS has been an 
overwhelmingly positive 
experience.  We feel that 

discourse has been 
professional and highly 
productive.” – First 

Committee Topic 1-B 
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again if they are juniors, 
sophomores, or 
freshmen.  And I want 
everyone to have fun.  The 
MOAS is certainly serious and 
you have to get your work 
done, but I think its fun.  So I 
want people to have fun and 
get to know other people. 
LG: I’m looking forward to 
accomplishing new resolutions, 
and watching people learn new 
things.  I love learning new 
things, and I hope to learn a lot 
during the MOAS. 
ZK: How long have you been 
involved with the MOAS? 
SM: This is my third year.  In 
the past, I was a member of the 
General Secretariat, or the guy 
who you see running around 
with paper.  I also was a 
delegate.  This year, I am a 
chair. 
LG: This is my first year.  I’m 
still getting used to all of this, 
but I am trying my best. 
ZK: What do you believe is the 
overall significance of the 
MOAS? 
SM: Each student gets to 
research one country, and gets 
to know that country 
well.  This is cool because they 
get to learn about areas they 
would otherwise not know 
about.  For example, there is a 
country that I have never heard 
of before, but because of this 
program, I got to learn about 
this country.  Also, people get 
to be involved in a lot of 

First Committee 
Writer 
Zack Klebanoff 
 

 On the second day of 
this year’s MOAS conference, I 
had the opportunity to 
interview the Head Chair, 
Sivakon Mahasandana, and Vice 
Chair, Leslie Glenn, of the 
First Committee.  Both were 
very excited to share their view 
on this year’s conference.  
Here is what they said: 
ZK: What are you most 
excited about for the MOAS 
this year? 
SM: I’m excited to see all of 
the delegates work together 
and get to know each 
other.  Also, I am sure they are 
going to come up with 
excellent resolutions that will 
definitely pass tomorrow.  I 
will do my best to make my 
committee as fine as possible, 
and it will be great. 
LG: I’m excited just to meet 
new people, watch them work 
together, and make new 
friends. 
ZK: What are you hoping to 
get accomplished this year for 
the First Committee? 
SM: First of all, we want all of 
the resolutions to pass 
tomorrow.  They will, 
hopefully.  I want everyone to 
have a good experience when 
they leave my committee.  I 
want them to have a feeling 
that they want to come back 
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politics related activities and 
debates, and even though it 
isn’t as serious as in real 
governments, they get to have 
an idea as a high school kid of 
what it is like to be involved in 
politics.  People get to 
experience what it is like to be 
in a real law position in a real 
committee, and at the same 
time get to meet and work 
together.  So, I think it is really 
cool to be part of the MOAS. 
LG: I think it’s a program that 
gives high school students the 
opportunity to experience a 
real career option.  I think it is 
good for any student to have 
that experience. 
ZK: Thank you both very 
much for sitting down with me 
for this interview. 
 
 

“Not only did we meet 
new people, we learned 
to refine our thinking 
process; to be open and 
consider all externalities 
… We [met] some really 
interesting students from 
all over the country- and 
even from outside of the 

country!” 

- First Committee Topic 
1-C 



 

 

  

Third 
Committee 
Writer 
Meg Chandler 

 The first full day at the 
33rd MOAS was a success.  
Initially, Third Committee 
delegates continued their 
opening statements from past 
days.  Delegates were very 
compassionate about strategies 
to facilitate employment 
opportunities for indigenous 
peoples of the Americas, as it is 
a relevant issue in each country 
represented.  

Later, delegates split 
into working groups, 
discussing possible resolutions 
regarding energy and 
sustainability in the Americas.  
Their hope was to come up 
with a resolution that involves 
using renewable resources that 
are safe, efficient, and would 
be beneficial for the Americas 
as a whole.   

Delegates also discussed 
employment and education 
issues.  For instance, subgroups 
suggested providing initiatives 
for youths to finish school.  
There was also emphasis on 
encouraging governments who 
do not support education as a 
pillar to create solid school 
systems because if the 
education among the youth is 
not advanced at the official 
level, then the goal will not be 
attained.  
 

 

Fourth 
Committee 
Writer 
Liz Nadolski 

Day two in the Fourth 
Committee began with the 
delegates splitting up into 
their subtopic working 
groups. The two main topics 
of the Fourth Committee 
include an Inter-American 
Common Agenda and Trade 
Integration in the Americas.  
Delegates from each country 
joined different working 
groups according to the 
subtopic they were assigned 
to work on, and then came 
together to discuss all the 
relevant aspects regarding 
their subtopic and ways to 
promote and advance the 
issue under discussion. After a 
long debate, delegates drafted 
and finished their resolutions. 
The delegates of the Fourth 
Committee are excited for 
what is to come.  
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Second 
Committee Writer 
Carly Munger 
 

Day two of the MOAS 
began with opening statements in 
the Second Committee.  
Delegates from the member 
states described their positions on 
drugs and terrorism within the 
Americas.  For example, 
delegates from Belize explained 
their concerns about 
decriminalizing drugs, stating that 
the member states need to work 
together to put an end to the 
millions of dollars made off of 
illegal drug trade.  On the other 
hand, delegates from the 
Dominican Republic supported 
the decriminalization of small 
amounts of drugs, such as the 
possession of one ounce of 
cocaine. 

After the conclusion of 
opening statements, delegations 
jumped right into working 
groups.  Some resolutions 
support the decriminalization of 
drug use to improve the 
economy, and even include a plan 
to create court systems that deal 
specifically with finding 
treatment facilities for drug users 
instead of sending them to jail.  

Second Committee chair 
Gabriel Silva looks forward to 
tomorrow discussion and hopes 
to hear “resolutions that could be 
most realistically implemented 
and followed in the Americas for 
a long term period of time 
without being too idealistic.” 
 
 
 



 

 

 

Special Features Writers 
Katie Quigg and 
Allison Yoder   
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WORD SEARCH 

ARGENTINA BAHAMAS BARBADOS 

BELIZE BOLIVIA BRAZIL 

CANADA CHILE COLOMBIA 

COSTARICA DOMINICANREPUBLIC ECUADOR 

ELSALVADOR GUATEMALA GUYANA 

HAITI HONDURAS JAMAICA 

MEXICO NICARAGUA PANAMA 

“Everyone is really nice and they know 
what they want to do with their lives.” 

- Anonymous 

“MOAS opened our eyes to a 
variety of different cultures.  
It has expanded our political 
intellects and made us more 
open-minded. We look 
forward to next year’s 

conference.” 

-Third Committee,  
Topic 1-B 


