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INSTRUCTIONS FOR WRITING RESOLUTIONS


A resolution is a written document that addresses an issue that needs to be resolved or acknowledged. During the MOAS, draft resolutions on the topics of the Agenda are presented to the respective committee to be debated.  Once they pass the committees, they move to the General Assembly where they are approved, and become Resolutions.


The draft resolutions presented by the participants at the MOAS are the culmination of the research, analysis, negotiation and, sometimes, compromise done by the delegates taking into consideration the interest and policies of the countries that worked on it. 

Resolutions need to be specific to the point, clearly worded and logically developed; they should also present suggestions for action, and provide a viable source of financing.
All draft proposals should:
a. Deal specifically with the topic of the MOAS/PC. 
b. Conform to the stylistic standards of the Model OAS.  (Please take a look at the resolutions of the OAS General Assembly posted on the OAS website:  http://www.oas.org/en/about/general_assembly.asp, and see the sample below.) 
c.  Be written in the third person (no use of the pronouns 'we', 'you', 'I', 'our' or any derivations of them. 

Format of a Resolution:  
A draft resolution consists of the title, two main sections (the preamble and the operative section) and the signatures (the proponent’s faculty advisor, and 5 signatures from supporting delegations’). The format of the attached sample resolution must be used as the only format for the MOAS.
Guidelines for drafting a Resolution

The Title

Needs to be related to the topic of the Agenda.  It could be the same title as the topic, but it is preferable that it touches on the specific area or perspective of the topic that the resolution is addressing

The Preamble
The preamble provides the reasons (the facts or the opinions) for the action to be taken and details the background of the resolution: why it is important, what has been done in the past, and the extent of the problem. The information in this section refers to prior OAS resolutions or documents; documents from global or international organizations and agencies; criteria agreed (or to be agreed) by the countries debating the resolution; as well as documents or resolutions from specialized and inter-American specialized entities, regional conferences, councils, and legal instruments; among others.
· Begins with the name of the deliberative body (“General Assembly”) followed by a comma.
·  Each paragraph starts with words such as:  “CONSIDERING”, “HAVING SEEN”, “RECALLING”, “RECOGNIZING”, “BEARING IN MIND”; “TAKING INTO ACCOUNT”; “ACKNOWLEDGING”; “TAKING NOTE”; “NOTING”; “WHEREAS”; “EMPHASIZING” and similar, followed by the source or reason.

· These paragraphs are not numbered and end with a semicolon, except for the last one which ends with a comma. 
The Operative section

The operative part contains the decision reached to address the issue at hand. These are the statements given for accomplishing, solving, changing, implementing or calling attention about an issue or problem.  This is the substance for the debate in the committees. 

· Begins with the word “RESOLVES:” followed by numbered paragraphs beginning with “To” and followed by a verb (Example:  “To request...”; “To suggest...”)
· Each decision included in the draft resolution is presented as a separate, numbered paragraph, ending in a period.
· Draft resolutions should be in line with the delegates’ country policies and interests. However, they must have the purpose to address a hemispheric issue that affects also the other countries.  Unless the resolution refers to a very serious situation taking place in a specific country or region. 
· The draft resolution must indicate a source of funding, or suggest ideas for financing the proposals (savings to be realized from a particular budgetary appropriation, voluntary contributions to be made by governments, special contributions in kind or cash from a Permanent Observer country, etc.)

The signatures

· The Faculty Advisor must sign the resolution as an indication that both grammar and contents have been reviewed.

· A signature is a vote of support for a draft resolution during the committee sessions.
· For a resolution to be considered in a committee, it must have five co-signatories from members of that same committee (No signatures from a First Committee delegate from another country if the resolution belongs to the Third Committee).
· There is no limit to the number of draft resolutions a delegate can sign as long as content does not contradict his/her country position. 

Sample of a Draft Resolution
	TITLE OF THE DRAFT RESOLUTION


“CORPORATE SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY IN THE INTER-AMERICAN LAW 
AND POLICY FRAMEWORK”
Resolutions presented by the Delegations of: [Name in alphabetical order the countries that are part of the Working Group] 
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
	PREAMBLE [Provides the reasons for the action to be taken]


	Each paragraph begins with capitalized words such as:  “CONSIDERING”, “HAVING SEEN”, “RECALLING”, “RECOGNIZING”, “BEARING IN MIND”; “TAKING INTO ACCOUNT”; “ACKNOWLEDGING”; “TAKING NOTE”; “NOTING”; “WHEREAS”; “EMPHASIZING” and similar words, followed by the source or reason.  Example:
 WELCOMING the appointment of a Focal Point on Youth and the establishment of an Inter-Departmental Working Group on Youth within the General Secretariat; 
 RECALLING that in the Declaration of Medellin: Youth and Democratic Values, the member states declared their commitment to foster among the youth of the Americas the values set forth in the Charter of the Organization of American States (OAS) and the Inter-American Democratic Charter, so as to strengthen their political, social, and economic participation in the framework of a democratic society; 
NOTING that in the Declaration of Medellin: Youth and Democratic Values, the member states requested the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) to consider convening an Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and Highest Authorities responsible for Youth before the fortieth regular session of the General Assembly; 

RECALLING that in the Declaration of Medellin, the member states requested the General Secretariat to mainstream the youth perspective into the programs and activities of the OAS; and

TAKING NOTE of the results of the Special CARICOM Summit on Youth Development, held on January 29 and 30, 2010, in Paramaribo, Suriname, and of the Pre-conference of the Americas, held in Salvador, Bahía, from May 24 to 26, 2010, 

 

Another way to present the Preamble in its entirety, or if there is a series of sources that are similar, is to only use one of the action words listed above in this format:
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:

That, through resolution A/RES/64/134, the United Nations declared the year beginning August 12, 2010, the “International Year of Youth: Dialogue and Mutual Understanding”;

That the Government of Suriname hosted the Special CARICOM Summit on Youth Development on January 29 and 30, 2010, in Paramaribo, Suriname;

That the Government of Brazil hosted the Pre-conference of the Americas in Salvador, Bahía, from May 24 to 26, 2010, in preparation for the World Youth Conference; 

That the Government of Mexico will host the World Youth Conference from August 23 to 27, 2010, in León, Guanajuato, Mexico; and

That in the Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain,
/ the Heads of State and Government reaffirmed their commitment to the 2008 Declaration of Medellin on Youth and Democratic Values [AG/DEC. 57 (XXXVIII-O/08)]; 

RECALLING that in the Declaration of Medellin: Youth and Democratic Values, the member states declared their commitment to foster among the youth of the Americas the values set forth in the Charter of the Organization of American States (OAS) and the Inter-American Democratic Charter, so as to strengthen their political, social, and economic participation in the framework of a democratic society; 

	The operative clauses contain the decision reached by the General Assembly. 


	They begin with the word “RESOLVES:”, followed by numbered paragraphs beginning with “To” and followed by a verb. Example:
RESOLVES:
1. To continue to attach a high priority to youth development in the Americas; and to take all necessary steps to mainstream the youth perspective into the programs and activities of the Organization of American States.

2. To follow with attention and support the World Youth Conference, which will be held in León, Guanajuato, Mexico, from August 23 to 27, 2010. 

3. To request the General Secretariat to compile and present to a joint meeting of the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI), the results of the Special CARICOM Summit on Youth Development, the Pre-Conference of the Americas, and the World Youth Conference, and initiate consultations with member states on the implementation of said priorities. 

4. To request the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI), to consider the possibility of convening an Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and Highest Authorities responsible for Youth before the forty-first regular session of the General Assembly, to be held in 2011, taking into account the report by the General Secretariat containing the compilation of priorities and the results of the consultation process.

5. To further request the General Secretariat to pursue collaboration and partnerships on youth development issues with member states, as well as regional and international organizations. 

6. To request the General Secretariat to report to the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources




Faculty advisor signature:



_________________________________

Signatory countries:

NAME OF COUNTRY






SIGNATURES

_____________________________




_______________________

_____________________________




_______________________
_____________________________




_______________________
_____________________________




_______________________

_____________________________




_______________________









�.	The Government of Nicaragua places on record its express reservation to the Declaration of the Fifth Summit of the Americas, held in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago.  During that event, Nicaragua expressed its view that the Declaration of the Fifth Summit of the Americas was unacceptable and inadequate as it did not resolve a number of matters that were extremely important for the Hemisphere and were still under discussion.  Nor does Nicaragua accept that references may be made to that Declaration in the resolutions to be adopted by the OAS General Assembly.  Nicaragua reaffirms that the items on the General Assembly agenda should be derived from the debates and deliberations of the Heads of State and Government in Trinidad and Tobago.
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