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Model of the OAS General Assembly for 
Universities (MOAS) Program
(www.moas.oas.org)
	Establishment of courses related to the MOAS in universities of the Hemisphere


The Model of the Organization of American States (OAS) General Assembly for students of the Hemisphere (MOAS) is a program of the OAS designed to promote democratic values among the youth of the Hemisphere through a simulation exercise of the OAS General Assembly. In this exercise students represent the OAS Member States and discuss, debate and negotiate important issues of the inter-American agenda related to democracy, human rights, hemispheric security, and development. At the same time, this hands-on experience seeks to familiarize students, faculty and academic institutions of the Americas with the work of the OAS and its Member States.

	Objectives of the MOAS for universities


· Encourage, among the youth, the implementation of democratic principles as established on the Inter-American Democratic Charter adopted by the OAS Member States in 2001.

· Promote democratic values on the youth

· Promote awareness about the mission, role, structure and functions of the OAS.
· Share ideas and views about the major political, economic, social and security issues of the Americas.
· Underscore the importance of diplomacy as an instrument for conflict resolution.
· Provide a space for the development of communication, negotiation and leadership skills.
· Train future leaders and familiarize them with the inter-American agenda so that they may be committed to the development of their countries and of the region.
	The MOAS as a learning tool


Through the participation of thousands of students over several years in the MOAS program, which began in 1981, many colleges and universities of the United States and Canada, as well as Central and South America have used that experience to developed a rich course curriculum based on the MOAS, aimed at either participating in a MOAS or holding simulation exercises of their own. In some educational institutions these courses borrow the Model’s name or are offered as a case study or as a seminar in their Latin American programs or similar.  In others, the MOAS course is offered under such existing courses as Multilateral—or International—Diplomacy, International Organizations, or Inter-American System, among others.  In all these instances the coursework is designed around the Model OAS.  The faculty in charge of these courses consider that inter-active learning through these simulation exercises constitute an effective tool for teaching. This method improves retention of the information presented, increases interaction among students —which in turn, allow them to access to more information and make them responsible for their own learning— and, fulfills modern learning approaches.  Attendance to the Models organized by the MOAS Program, or the organization of internal or local simulation exercises, are an integral part of these courses.

The following is a list of universities that offer courses about the MOAS, however, this is not a complete list by any means.  
Courses about the Organization of American States originated

upon participation in the MOAS Program
	Courses offered by some universities in North America:


COLLEGE OF CHARLESTON – SOUTH CAROLINA 

Professor:  Dr. Douglas Friedman


Course: POLS 366 International Diplomacy Studies (3)
Prerequisite: Permission of the instructor.

Description: This course presents the structure, operation, and prospects of international and/or regional organizations such as the United Nations, Organization of African Unity, Organization of American States, Arab League, etc. The class includes participation in international or regional organization models. 

BAYLOR UNIVERSITY – TEXAS 

Professor:  Dr. Joan Supplee
Course: LAS 2389  
Description: The Course prepares students for first-time participation in a Model Organization of American States simulation. Stresses historical and contemporary hemispheric issues.

Course: PSC 4389 Advanced Model Organization of American States (Cross-listed as LAS 4389 and HIS 4389)
Pre-requisite: LAS 2389 

Description: Course prepares advanced students for leadership roles in a Model Organization of American States simulation. May be repeated for a total of 6 credit hours, under different topics.
COLLEGE OF NOTRE DAME OF MARYLAND-MARYLAND 

Professor:  Dr. Leonor Blum
Course: POL370H Model OAS

Description: The course prepares students to participate in the Model of the Organization of American States (OAS) held at OAS headquarters in Washington DC. Preparation includes substantial knowledge of the assigned country, knowledge of hemispheric issues and their assigned country’s position on each issue, knowledge of diplomatic language and demeanor, rules of procedure and debate.

PLATTSBURGH UNIVERSITY (SUNY), NEW YORK

Professor:  Dr. Stuart Voss
Course: LAS 459

Description: This course aims to:

1. Contribute to the student's integration of knowledge about Latin America generally, and one country more specifically.

2. Develop the student's understanding of Inter-American relations.

3. Prepare students for participation in the OAS Model Assembly.

4. Enhance the student's skills in writing, reasoning, argumentation, and verbal expression.

FROSTBURG STATE UNIVERSITY – MARYLAND 

Professor: Dr. Joan Andorfer
Course: POSC 435 Model Organization of American States

Detailed examination of the structure, functions, procedures, and issues associated with contemporary international organizations through preparation for and participation in the Model Organization of American States. Offered every year. Not open to students who have credit for former POSC 445

GRANT MACEWAN COLLEGE - ALBERTA, CANADA

Course: POLS-468: International Organization

Description: This is a comprehensive examination of the evolution, functions, and relevance of international organizations. The course includes an active learning component, using simulation of the United Nations or the Organization of American States. It also deals with global governance as well as specific issue-areas such as human rights, peace, disarmament, development, and the environment.

UNIVERSITÉ DE SHERBROOK – QUEBEC, CANADA 

Course: REL 222 International Organizations:  Case Studies. 

Description: Analyze and learn the functions, mission and the role of one international or multilateral organization chosen among several areas of interest such as: the Organization of American States (OAS), the International Organization of the Francophony (OIF), and the Council of Europe.

GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY

Professor: Zulema Moret

Course: LAS 380 Model Organization of American States (MOAS).
Description: students learn about the history of inter-American relations, the countries of Latin America, the OAS, and the protocol needed to effectively create, present, and discuss proposals to resolve the hemisphere's most urgent problems.
SHIPPENSBURG UNIVERSITY

Professor: Dr. Mark Sachleben
Course: PLS 392 Model Organization of American States
Description: Counts as one of the Honors seminars. Offers major credit for political science majors and minor credit for international studies minors. Open to Honors sophomores, juniors, and seniors and other students by permission of the instructor.
TOWSON UNIVERSITY

Professor: Ronn Pineo 

Course: LAS 385 Model O.A.S. 
Description: By the end of this course students will be familiar with the major aspects of Inter-American relations. Toward this end, students in this course will serve as Towson University’s delegation to the Model Organization of American States, held in Washington, D.C.

UNITED STATES AIR FORCE ACADEMY

Course: For Ar Stu 420 Model Organization of American States (MOAS) 
Description: Interdepartmental, interdisciplinary seminar on contemporary issues in Latin America, preparing Foreign Area Studies majors for regional or national-level competitions of the MOAS. Specialists from various departments introduce historical, geographical, political, socioeconomic, cultural, linguistic and literary factors to enhance understanding of a specific region or country in Latin America. In addition, enrollees will learn parliamentary and forensic procedures. Portions of the course may be taught in Spanish.
Course: For Ar Stu 425 Advanced Model Organization of American States (AMOAS).
Description: Advanced interdepartmental, interdisciplinary seminar on contemporary issues in Latin America, preparing students for regional or national-level competitions of the MOAS. Specialists from various departments introduce historical, geographical, political, socioeconomic, linguistic and literary factors to enhance understanding of a specific region or nation of Latin America. In addition, enrollees will serve as class leaders and mentors for first-time students of For Ar Stu 420 Basic Model Organization of American States. Enrollees of For Ar Stu 425 will serve as focal points during the drafting and presentation of point papers and resolutions during the model competitions.
CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, POMONA

Professor: Nestor M. Ruiz

Course: EC 499 – OAS and Latin America
Description: 

A. Activities start during the fall quarter and the focus is on the structure and role of the OAS.

B. Students enroll on EC 499-OAS and Latin America during the winter quarter. The course focuses on history and socioeconomic issues of Latin America. Students work on the proposed resolution and practice to represent a country at WMOAS.

PARK UNIVERSITY

Club: Park University’s Model Organization of American States Club (MOAS).

Description: Academic club with the purpose of exposing the Park community to the role and accomplishments of the Organization of American States (OAS) and to the current condition of the countries in the Western Hemisphere.
	Courses offered by some universities in Central and South America


UNIVERSIDAD FRANCISCO MARROQUÍN – Guatemala City, Guatemala

Professor:  Dr. Edwin Palenque Aguilar, Institute of Political Studies and International Relations (EPRI)

Course: R20RINT Organizations Internationals no economics (OI)
Description: EPRI has developed this course to train the students of international relations on the techniques of participating in a “General Assembly” of the OAS. This training takes place through the participation of the students in a simulated general assembly exercise. The project, which it is known by its acronym MOAS (Model Organization of American States) takes place in Washington, D.C once a year.

UNIVERSIDAD DEL NORTE (UNINORTE) - Barranquilla, Colombia
Professor: Dr. Sara Elena Plata.
Course: POL 70 Multilateral Diplomacy – Model OAS

Uninorte established the Multilateral Diplomacy – Model OAS course, in order to prepare students for their participation in the MOAS held in Washington, D.C, each April, and the MOAS of the Hemisphere. As part of their training students learn about the mission, functions, structure and role of the OAS; about the OAS Member countries and in particular about the country to be represented at the MOAS; and about drafting of resolutions, rules of debate, as well as leadership and communication skills.

UNIVERSIDAD NACIONAL DE LA MATANZA – Buenos Aires, Argentina
Professor: Dr. Dario Pereyra. 
Course: Preparatory course for participation on the MOAS

This course includes three basic components:

1. OAS:  Analysis of the role of the OAS as the main political forum of the Hemisphere, and study of its mission, structure, instruments, as well as its organs and dependencies.

2. Assigned country: Analysis of the political, economic, and social situation of the assigned county.  Study of the assigned country’s foreign relations within the regional and hemispheric context.

 3. MOAS:  Training on various aspects related to participation in the MOAS, such as drafting resolutions, learning parliamentary and diplomatic procedures, practicing debate, negotiation and leadership.

UNIVERSIDAD DE LA SABANA – BOGOTÁ, COLOMBIA.

Course: (Taught in English) The United States and the Inter-American System.
Description: Studies on the Interamerican System based on the Washington Office of MOEA (WMOAS). The highlight of this course is to assist the WMOAS held annually in Washington in April.

PONTIFICIA UNIVERSIDAD JAVERIANA – BOGOTA COLOMBIA. 

Course: CEDI International Law Studies Center "FRANCISCO SUÁREZ S.J."
Professor: Lina Marcela Escobar.

Description: CEDI activities: Participation in national and international competitions as the Model General Assembly of the Organization of American States (MOAS), European Competition René Cassin Human Rights, held in Strasbourg, France in April; Inter-American Human Rights Moot Court Competition, Washington College of Law, held in Washington in May, Emc2. ELSA Moot Court Competition, competition-based system of the World Trade Organization held in Geneva in April, the National Human Rights Competition organized by MSD / USAID held in Colombia in September.
The above-mentioned courses are very useful for the preparation of students prior to their participation in the MOAS as they offer valuable information and include a thorough work of analysis, synthesis and cumulative knowledge originated on the experience of participation in these exercises, which continually enrich these curriculum developments.
To complement the academic efforts of the many educational institutions of the region, and as a response to the request of the faculty members in charge of preparing the students for their participation in the Model OAS exercises, there is a MOAS Tutorial CD which is provided to the institutions that register for a MOAS, as part of the registration package. This Tutorial may also be purchase by those universities and schools which are planning to establish a course related to the Inter-American system or the MOAS.  To order a copy visit the MOAS webpage or please contact the MOAS Program, at moas@oas.org.
	Benefits for the students attending the MOAS:


· Understanding of the policies of the OAS Member States and of the dynamics among them within the inter-American context.
· Opportunity to share ideas about democracy and the new trends in international politics, as well as their influence in the inter-American order.     

· Familiarization and immersion in parliamentary procedures and diplomacy as an instrument to reach compromise and final resolutions.
· Exposure to cultural diversity through the interaction with other participants, either at the hemispheric level, or even at the national or local level.
· Opportunity to work in a political and diplomatic environment where they acquire knowledge and strategies related to dialogue, negotiation, building consensus and diplomatic practices, which provide added value to their academic, professional and human development. 
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