I. Definitions, Scope and Right of Access

Definitions

1. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires: –
a) “Information” refers to + custody and control of public authority
b) “Information Officer” refers to the individual or individuals appointed to the public authority pursuant to Articles 29 and 30 of this Act;
c) “Record” refers to any recorded information, regardless of its form, source, date of creation, or official status, whether or not it was created by the body that holds it and whether or not it is classified;
d) “Publish” means to make available in a form generally accessible to members of the public and includes print, broadcast and electronic forms of dissemination; 

e) “Public Authority” refers to any authority or organization falling under Article 3 of this Act;
f) “Policy Documents” means xxx
g) “Interested Third Parties” are persons who may have a direct interest in non-disclosure of information, either because it will either affect their privacy or their commercial interests;
Scope and Purpose

2. This Act establishes a broad right of access to information, in possession, custody or control of any public authority, based on the principle of maximum disclosure, so that all information held by public bodies is accessible subject to a clear and narrow regime of exceptions set out in law.

3. This Act applies to all public authorities, including the executive, legislative and judicial branches at all levels of government, constitutional and statutory authorities, non-state bodies which are owned or controlled by government, and organizations which operate with substantial public funds or benefits (directly or indirectly) or which perform public functions and services insofar as it applies to those funds or to the public services or functions they undertake. All of these bodies are required to make information available pursuant to the provisions of this Act.

4. To the extent of any inconsistency, this Act shall prevail over any other statute.

Comment: The term benefits should not be construed broadly so as to include any financial benefit received from the government. 

Comment: While the model law does not contain a provision whereby private information that is required for the exercise or protection of international recognized human rights would be brought under the scope of the law, some states, including South Africa have adopted this approach.

Comment: Access requests to the legislative and judicial branches should only refer to administrative records.
Right of Access

5. Any person making a request for information to any public authority covered by this Act shall be entitled, subject only to the provisions of Part IV of this Act: –
a) to be informed whether or not the entity in question holds a record containing that information or from which that information may be derived; 

b) if the entity does hold such a record, to have that information communicated to the requester in a timely manner;

c) to an appeal where access to the information is denied; 

d) to make an anonymous request for information;

e) to make a request without providing justifications for why the information is requested;

f) to be free from discrimination based on the nature of the request; and

g) to be provided with the information free of charge or at a cost limited to the cost of reproduction.

6. The requester shall not be sanctioned, punished or prosecuted in response to the exercise of the right of access to information.
Interpretation

7. When interpreting a provision of this Act, everyone tasked with interpreting this Act must adopt any reasonable interpretation of the provision that best gives effect to the right to information.

