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Summary of the meeting of December 12, 2002

(Order of business: CP/CAJP-2003/02)
JOINT MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE ON JURIDICAL AND POLITICAL AFFAIRS AND THE COMMITTEE ON HEMISPHERIC SECURITY

1. Submission of the report prepared by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights pursuant to the mandate contained in operative paragraph 4 of resolution AG/RES. 1906 (XXXII-O/02), “Human Rights and Terrorism” 
· Presentation by the President of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, Mr. Juan Méndez

Mr. Méndez first referred to the publication titled Report on Terrorism and Human Rights (OEA/Ser.L/V/II.116 – Doc.5 rev.1), dated October 22, 2002, which the IACHR Executive Secretariat had submitted to the delegates just before the start of the meeting.

The IACHR President highlighted the importance to the Commission of the effective application of and compliance with Article 15 of the Inter-American Convention against Terrorism by the states that had acceded to it. Consequently, the fight against terrorism should take into account a series of principles that ensure respect for human rights, namely, the abolition of torture, the right to due process (right to counsel, a public trial, and compete access to information), the right to freedom of expression, and the protection of such a highly vulnerable group as migrants.

He noted that it was essential to continue to combat terrorism within the parameters established by international law. The details of his presentation may be found in document CP/CAJP-2008/02.

The Chair of the CAJP clarified that the topic in question would be considered at another meeting since delegations had not had sufficient time to study the report distributed at the start of the meeting.  Delegations and the organs and agencies associated with that topic would be notified of the date, place, and time of the future meeting. 

2. Comments by member states
Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security

This being a joint meeting with the Committee on Hemispheric Security, the first speaker was Ambassador Miguel Ruiz Cabañas of Mexico, who underscored the importance of both topics (human rights and terrorism) to the Permanent Council of the Organization.

He emphasized the innovative nature of the report presented by the IACHR, not only from a regional point of view but also with regard to other international organizations. Taking into account the remarks by the IACHR President, he considered that the report would be extremely useful to the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE) and to other institutions dedicated to fighting terrorism at the inter-American level. 

Lastly, he asked to be invited to participate in future CAJP meetings that would consider human rights and terrorism.

Observations and recommendations of the member states

The delegations then expressed an interest in the human rights aspects of the fight against terrorism (including the right to habeas corpus) and added that the best tool in that fight was international terrorism based on respect for existing legal and political instruments.

Various delegations expressed their concern over the unforeseen consequences of the fight against terrorism, for example, possible sacrifices of individual freedoms for security and changes in the public perception of bodies like the police (reference was made to the shift from a feeling of security that those bodies had generated to a new feeling of anxiety). They added that the public had to be kept well informed of new security policies to ensure that they would be viewed in a positive light.

Other delegations inquired whether the IACHR report studied the psychological impact of the changes made to heighten security and called attention to the possible impact of the struggle against terrorism on the daily lives of citizens.

One delegation reported on the progress made in that area at the fifty-seventh regular session of the United Nations General Assembly, where 12 of the OAS member states participated in adopting a resolution on the protection of human freedoms in the fight against terrorism.  He also said that the work of the OAS and the United Nations in that area should be complementary.

The delegations thanked the IACHR for its timely submission of the report on terrorism and human rights [pursuant to operative paragraph 4 of resolution AG/RES. 1906 (XXXII-O/02)], which they referred to as “a very powerful political signal sent by the OAS.” Further, they asked the IACHR Executive Secretariat to publish it on the Internet.
The delegations requested that on future occasions the Chair of CICTE participate in considering the matter.

Lastly, they asked that the report be submitted to the African countries that had participated in the Permanent Council meeting of December 11, 2002.

Final comments by the IACHR President

Mr. Méndez explained various aspects of the report prepared by the IACHR, including the following:

· In the preparation of the report, wide-ranging consultations had been held with member states, nongovernmental organizations, academics, experts, etc.

· The ideas presented in the report had been broadly discussed among the commissioners and reflected a unanimous view of their opinions.

· It took well into account inter-American and international jurisprudence in the area of human rights.

· Consideration was given to the fight against terrorism as a recent phenomenon and attention was paid, in particular within the framework of current international commitments in the area of human rights and fundamental freedoms, to such issues as special measures adopted in airports and other highly vulnerable places.

· The IACHR would be responsible for distributing and promoting its report on terrorism and human rights, which would be available on paper, compact disk, and the Internet. 

In conclusion, the IACHR President underscored that terrorists could not be handed a victory they did not deserve, namely, that the fight against terrorism succeeded in slowing down the progress made by countries in the area of civil liberties and human rights.
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