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Summary of the meeting of November 21, 2002

(Order of business: CP/CAJP-1997/02 rev.1)

1. Presentation by the Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM), Ms. Carmen Lomellin, on the subject of resolution AG/RES. 1853 (XXXII-O/02), “Implementation of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality"
· Document CP/CAJP-1992/02 corr. 1

Ms. Carmen Lomellin gave an overview of the CIM’s activities regarding the aforementioned topic since 1999, when the General Assembly at its twenty-ninth regular session instructed the CIM to initiate efforts that would subsequently lead to approval of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women's Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality.

In her presentation, she underscored, among other things, the work that the CIM had been carrying out in coordination and cooperation with the councils of the Organization, some areas of the General Secretariat, various organs and organizations of the inter-American system, various ministerial meetings, certain national government institutions, other international organizations, and civil society. 

The Executive Secretary of the CIM announced that said organ would continue to formulate recommendations and lines of action on gender issues, thus carrying out the mandates received by the OAS General Assembly, the Summits of the Americas, its own Assembly of Delegates, and the Inter-American Program.

In their comments and recommendations, some delegations expressed an interest in seeing a transformation and evolution of those systems that are a hindrance to women’s professional and human development in the Hemisphere. Reference was made in particular to such tools as training, information, and leadership.

Other delegations said that gender-related issues affected both men and women and recommended that attention be paid to that question.

2. Human rights and the environment in the Americas [AG/RES. 1896 (XXXII-O/02)]
· Presentation by Ms. Elizabeth Abi-Mershed, principal specialist, Executive Secretariat of the IACHR.  Document CP/CAJP-1996/02 
· Presentation by Mr. Richard Meganck, Director of the Unit for Sustainable Development and Environment. Document CP/CAJP-1998/02 
· Presentation by Mr. Jorge D. Taillant, Executive Director of the Center for Human Rights and Environment (CEDHA). Document CP/CAJP-1999/02 
The member states expressed thanks for the early distribution of the statements to be made by the three guests, which made it possible to examine the different views expressed and reports presented by delegates and experts. They made the following comments and recommendations on the topic:

· The state of the environment affected the daily lives of the inhabitants of the member states. The well-being of people was unquestionably linked to the quality of their environment, and we were all entitled to potable water and to soil and air free from pollution. 

· They regretted that countries were unable to control some of the environmental problems affecting them.

· They suggested that the indigenous peoples had a special link to the issue of human rights and the environment.

· They recalled that international cooperation was necessary if further progress was to be made in the area of sustainable development, human rights, and the environment.

· They recognized that it was the responsibility of governments to assign to that topic all due priority in each state. 

· They recommended that efforts be promoted to coordinate action on that topic among the IACHR, the Unit for Sustainable Development and Environment, the United Nations, and civil society. 

· With respect to the island states, they expressed their concern over the status of accessions to and ratifications of the Kyoto Protocol (to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change). They also raised other concerns, such as the transportation of hazardous wastes and pollutants that originated on land (and their negative impact on the seas). 

The delegations asked the following questions (The answers are given in the next segment in the same sequence):

a. Is there a tie between human rights and the environment, or is the right to a sound environment an inherent right?

b. Why does the CAJP not consider the matter in greater depth or receive more frequent reports from the Unit for Sustainable Development and Environment on its activities?

c. What were the advances made by the World Summit for Sustainable Development, held in Johannesburg?

The guests replied as follows to the questions asked by the delegations:

a.
Ms. Elizabeth Abi-Mershed explained that, in the context of the OAS, the right to a sound environment was an inherent right, but that, according to IACHR practice, the link between human rights and the environment was kept alive in the complaints filed with the Commission.

b.
Mr. Richard Meganck explained that the Unit for Sustainable Development and Environment presented all its reports to CEPCIDI’s Working Group on the Environment. 

c.
Mr. Meganck spoke about the goal set in the Summit to cut by half the number of people without access to potable water on the planet. That issue had been included in the section of the Summit declaration on poverty alleviation.


He added that CEPCIDI’s Working Group on the Environment would hold a special meeting on December 13 to consider the results of the World Summit on Sustainable Development, held in Johannesburg, and the mandates of the OAS General Assembly on the environment.

Mr. Jorge D. Taillant described the way in which work was organized at the Johannesburg Summit. He explained that the Summit had identified four main topics: States, Civil Society, Water, and Corporate Responsibility (social and environmental).


Final comments by the member states:
In the view of some delegations, the OAS had not yet come to an agreement on the link between human rights and the environment. 

They asked to be more fully informed of the place and date of IACHR hearings on cases concerning human rights and the environment. 

Various delegations expressed an interest in supporting a new General Assembly resolution on human rights and the environment in the Americas and requested fuller consideration of the topic within the CAJP.


Final comments by the guests
Attention must be drawn to how human beings were affected by environmental conditions.  Consequently, increased interest in that topic reflected heightened respect for human rights.

The priority assigned to that topic in the Organization was directly linked to the priority that countries gave it on their national agendas (which in turn depended on the political will of governments in that regard).

They explained that it was not necessary to set up more levels within the General Secretariat to respond to the corresponding claims of member states. What was necessary was to improve communication among existing areas that were working to carry out the mandates on the environment and human rights.

3. Oral reports by the Chief of the Technical Secretariat for Legal Cooperation Mechanisms, Dr. Jorge García-González, on the mandates assigned to the General Secretariat on the following topics:

· Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas [AG/RES. 1849 (XXXII-O/02)]
· Follow-up on the Inter-American Convention against Corruption and Its Program for Cooperation [AG/RES. 1870 (XXXII-O/02)]
· Promotion of and Respect for International Humanitarian Law [AG/RES. 1904 (XXXII-O/02)]
The delegation listened to Dr. García-González’ presentation on the three topics and thanked him for his efforts in coordinating the numerous events related to them.

In view of the large number of decisions delegations would have to take on that occasion, the Chair decided to ask Dr. García-González to prepare a document compiling all the information submitted to the Committee.  Said document has been distributed as document CP/CAJP-2000/02.

Adoption of the respective decisions remained pending until a future meeting of the CAJP.
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