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At the beginning of the meeting, the Committee adopted a proposal from the Chair to amend the order of business for the meeting so as to begin with the two items relating to the election of officers, moving to item 3 the presentation of the proposed program-budget and distribution of mandates and activities of the Committee for the 2002-2003 period.

1. Election of the vice chair of the Committee

Minister Antonio García, Alternate Representative of Peru to the Organization, was elected Vice Chair of the Committee.  His nomination was proposed by Ambassador Valter Pecly Moreira, Permanent Representative of Brazil, and seconded by the Permanent Representative of the Dominican Republic, Ambassador Ramón Quiñónez.

2. Election of the chair of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples

Because the delegations are still engaged in consultations on nominations for the officers of this Group, the Committee decided that its present officers (the Permanent Representative of Peru, Ambassador Eduardo Ferrero Costa, as Chair, and the Alternate Representative of Guatemala, Carla Aguilar, as Vice Chair) would continue to serve until the necessary agreements had been reached for the nominations for chair and vice chair.  This decision was to enable the Working Group to move forward with preparations for a timely and properly structured special meeting, which, under the mandate issued in resolution AG/RES. 1851 (XXXII-O/02), was to be held during the first quarter of 2003.

3. Presentation of the proposed Work Program (CP/CAJP-1966/02) and Distribution of Mandates and Activities (CP/CAJP-1964/02) of the Committee for 2002-2003

The Committee adopted the Work Program and Distribution of Mandates and Activities of the Committee for the 2002-2003 period.  Before this meeting, the Chair received informally, from a number of delegations, a series of observations and recommendations to be taken into account by the Committee Secretariat in preparing the revised versions of the two documents.

4. Presentation of an oral report on amendments to the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council
a. First, the Committee heard a presentation by Dr. Sergio Biondo, who provided background information on the document placed before the delegations for consideration at the meeting (CP/CAJP-1965/02).  He indicated that the document was based mainly on document CP/CAJP-1947/02, submitted to the Committee for consideration in May.
Document CP/CAJP-1965/02 gives the text of the present Rules of Procedure (in ordinary type), the proposed amendments (in bold type and italics), and the source of each proposal (with footnotes).

Lastly, Dr. Biondo mentioned recent changes to the background document, which are:

· The proposal by the Permanent Mission of Panama on new texts for Articles 14, 15, and 16 (CP/doc.3630/02);
· The decision reached by the Permanent Council at its regular meeting of July 31, 2002 (CP/SA. 1310/02), mainly concerning the establishment of the permanent Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities; and
· The proposals made by the coordinator of the informal working group established within the CAJP on April 4, 2002 (Permanent Representative of Ecuador, Ambassador Blasco Peñaherrera), regarding the Steering Committee and the matter of consensus.

b. In his presentation, Ambassador Blasco Peñaherra explained to the delegates that many of the proposals contained in the document distributed today (CP/CAJP-1965/02) reflect the amendments made to the Statutes of the Permanent Council by the General Assembly, as well as decisions taken by the Council itself.
He also explained which proposals would involve new provisions in the Rules of Procedure. Lastly, he asked the Chair to distribute a new proposal on the matter of consensus; this proposal has been classified as document CP/CAJP-1965/02 add. 1.

The Committee Chair expressed appreciation for both presentations.  He recognized the work done on the topic and led by Ambassador Peñaherrera.  In addition, he suggested, and the Committee agreed, that the delegations should take note of document CP/CAJP-1965/02 and of the presentations and should delve more deeply into the topic at a later CAJP meeting.

5.
Other regulatory matters entrusted to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs
a. Amendments to the Statutes of the Inter-American Children's Institute
In response to instructions from the Permanent Council, the Committee considered and approved the text of amendments to the Statutes of the Inter-American Children's Institute, a proposal that arose from the 77th regular meeting of the Directing Council of the Institute (see appendix 1 of document CP/doc.3618/02.)
b. Amendments to the Statutes of the FONDEM

Bearing in mind operative paragraph 6 of resolution AG/RES. 1885 (XXXII-O/02), the Chair reported to the delegations on the mandate assigned to the Committee–initially that of revising the Statutes of the Inter-American Emergency Aid Fund (FONDEM).

The Chair recommended that, to this end, the delegations consult the Report of the Working Group of the General Secretariat on the Revision of the Statutes of the Inter-American Emergency Aid Fund (FONDEM), dated May 8, 1997, document CP/CAAP-2242/96 corr. 1, with a view to consideration of the topic at an upcoming Committee meeting.
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